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PREFACE 


HE Works of thoſe wiſe and great Men, 
who have been employ'd in publick Tranſ- 
actions, have always been efleentd, by the 
beſt Fudges, of the utmoſt Conſequence and of the 
bizheft Entertainment, as they enable us to 
trace the ſecret Springs of Events, and to 
form a true Fudgment of Princes and the Conduct 
of their Miniſters; to oppoſe the dangerous A- 
tacks on Liberty, and $i the juſt Bounds of 
 Prerogative, 
With a View to the Proſecution of this Deſign 
the following Tracts are now collected together; 
but it may not perhaps be thought impertinent 
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to acquaint the Reader that, in the Infancy 
of the late Oppoſition, ſome of them were ilſber d 
into the World from a printing Preſs under the 
Sandtion 
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Sanfion Fd a late ack Duke, endes privately 
about, and very difficult to be procured; others 
were more openly pabliſÞd, but appear d at different 
Periods of Time, and amongſt weekly Produdtions. 

_ The Importance of the Subjeds and the Ele- 
gance, with which they were treated, wers their 
firſt Recommendation, and will, J doabt net, al- 
ways ſecure them the public Eſteers. i 
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Fidens animi atque in utrumque paratus. 
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Inſcribed to the PERSON, to whom alone 
it can belong. 


Moſt Noble SIR, 


Am one, whoſe Ambition it hath ws 
ever finoe I came into the World to Fs 
ſtinguith myſelf as a Writer; in which, 
I fairly confeſs, I had not only the View 
of raiſing my Reputation, but that of eſta- 
bliſhing my Fortune. A Proſpect, which 
ſeem' d very reaſonable in a Time of general 
Peace and univerſal Afflüence; in an Age ſo 
particularly polite, that it is even the Faſhion 
to appear knowing in all the elegant Arts 
and Sciences; and that to whatever Branch 
of them a Genius ſhall think fit to turn _ 
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1.» 3 | 
ſelf, he is ſure it will be to one that is in 
V ogue. 

The firſt Eſſays of my Pen made a good 
Deal of Noiſe in the World; they fill'd fo- 
reign Journals, and were tranſlated into ſe- 
veral Languages. The Sorbonne, and both 


our Mother Univerſities, return'd me Thanks 


for having reconciled ſeveral Diſputes, and 
ſolved ſeveral Difficulties in Chronology and 
Hiſtory, which had perplex'd the learned 
World, from the impartial Euſeb:us, down 
to the circumſtantial Prideaux ; my philoſo- 
hical Poems were received with the greateſt 
Applauſe ; and it is well known, that if the 
gay Part of the World read my Anti-Lucre- 
tius for Amuſement, the graveſt Divines have 
not diſdain'd to borrow Arguments from it in 

their Diſputes with the Materialiſts. 
Animated by ſuch Succeſs, in one Part of 
my Aim, I proceeded with indefatigable La- 
bour, till continual Difappointments, in the 
other, render'd me at length more indifferent 
to that imaginary good Applauſe, and leſs 
patient of that real Evil, Want. I began 
then to compare my Condition with that of 
ſeveral great Authors both antient and mo- 
dern; and finding upon the Compariſon that 
they had not been better treated than myſelf, 
I was ſoon led by my Reflections to diſcover 
the true Reaſon of our ill Fortune in the 
World; I was ſoon convinced that they and 
I had been on a wrong Purſuit; that Miniſters 
of State pay no Reſpect to the brighteſt Ta- 
lents, 


(23) 


lents, when they are miſapply'd, and eſteem 
all Talents to be fo, which are not wholly 
employ'd about the preſent Time, and prin- 
cipally dedicated to the Service of their Ad- 
miniſtration ; neither can I fay this Proceed- 
ing is unjuſt, how much ſoever I ſuffer by it. 
If we write for Poſterity, we muſt not 
complain that the Care of rewarding our 
Merit is left to Poſterity ; and if we neglect 
to ſerve the State, thoſe, who are appointed 
to preſide over it, break no Rule of Equity 
when they neglect us. Spencer has been am- 
ply recompenced by Poſterity for his Fairy 


Queen; but the wife Treaſurer Burleigh de- 


clined the Payment of an hundred Pounds, 
which Queen Elizabeth order'd him, and 
left this admirable Poet to ſtarve. Had Spen- 
cer apply'd himſelf to more {ſerious Studies, 
had he excell'd in Phyſicks, in Metaphylicks, 
or even in the firſt Philoſophy, or in Theo- 
logy, inſtead of excelling in Wit and Poetry, 
the amabiles Injſanie of Horace, his Uſage 
would have been the ſame no doubt. Even 
the greateſt Productions of theſe Studies are 
but Trifles in the Account of a conſummate 
Stateſman, and may properly enough be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from the others in his Senſe, by 
the Title of In/aniz ſeveriores. 

Our Engliſb Miniſters, to their Honour be 
it ſpoken, have at all times proceeded upon 
this admirable Principle ; the moſt excellent 
Sermons, the moſt elaborate Treatiſes, have 
not been ſufficient to procure the Advance- 
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( 4) 
ment of ſome Divines, whilſt a ſorry Pamph- 
let or a ſpiritual Libel has raiſed others to the 
higheſt Dignities of the Church. As it has 
fared with mere Divinity, ſo has it fared with 
mere Eloquence ; as one never cauſed the 
Divine, ſo the other never cauſed the Lawyer 
to be diſtinguiſh'd. But we know that if 
either of them be employ'd in a Court Cauſe, 
he never fails of making his Fortune. 'The 
fame Fate has attended Writers of another 
Kind; the celebrated Tatlers, and Spectators, 
had no Reward except from Bookſellers and 
Fame. But when thoſe Authors made the 
Diſcovery I have made, and apply'd their 
Talents better, in writing the Eng/i/hman and 
the Freebolder, one was ſoon created a 
Knight, and the other became Secretary of 
State. In ſhort, without enumerating any 
more Inſtances, I may confidently affirm, that 
this has been the Caſe from the Days of Bur- 
leigh to this Time; how much ſooner it be- 

an to be ſo, I hope, Sir, you will not give 
me the Leiſure to enquire, 
From the Moment I refolved to become a 
State-Writer, I mentally devoted myſelf to 
our Service, and I do it now in this publick 
and moſt ſolemn Manner. Employ me, Sir, 
as you pleaſe; I abandon myſelf intirely to 
you; my Pen is at your Diſpoſition, and my 
Conſcience in your keeping. Like a Lawyer, 
Jam ready to ſupport the Cauſe, in which, 
give me Leave to ſuppoſe that, J ſhall be ſoon 
retain'd with Ardour ; and, if Occaſion = 
DE with 


To 

with Subtilty and Acrimony. Like a S, 
I will behave myſelf with equal Boldneſs and 
Fidelity; my Pen is my Fortune, and I think 
it as honourable to offer it, as offer my Sword, 
without enquiring in a general Battle, or in 

rivate Skirmiſhes, at what Relation or Friend 
I ſtrike. I cancel at once all former Obliga- 
tions and Friendſhip, and will moſt implicitly 
follow your Inſtructions in Panegyrick on 
Yourſelf and Friends, in Satyr on your Ad- 
verſaries, in writing for or againſt any Sub- 
ject; nay, in writing for or againſt the ſame 
Subject, juſt as your Intereſt, or even your 
Paſſions, may render it expedient. 

Jam not ignorant that when Carnead:s 
ofter'd to argue for Virtue, and then againſt it, 
Cato propoſed to drive that great Philoſopher 
2nd Orator out of Rome. But Cato was a 
Man of narrow Principles and of too confined 
an Underſtanding. He confider'd Virtue ab- 
ſtractedly, without any Regard to Time, to 


Place, and to that vaſt Variety of Conjunc- | 


tures, which happen in the Courſe of human 
Affairs. In common Life, Morality is no 

doubt neceſſary, and therefore Legiflators have 
been careful to enforce the Practice of it ; but 
whenever Morality claſhes with the Intereſt 
of the State, it muſt be, and it always has 
been, laid aſide, Theſe are my Opinions, and 
it is a great Comfort to my Conſcience to 
find them confirm'd by the Practice of ſome 
reverend Perſons, whoſe Examples ought to 
be of greater Weight with me, than that of a 
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wretched Pagan; I ſhall therefore ſhew my 
ſelf neither {queamiſh nor whimſical in pur- 
ſuing the Enterprize to which I offer my Ser- 
vices, but ſhall remain firmly perſuaded, that 
all the moral Vices, I may be occaſionally 
guilty of in ſo good a Courſe, will be exalted 
into political Virtues. 

After this plain and honeſt Account, which 
I have given of myſelf, it may be allow d me 
to ſay, that you cannot find a Perſon better 
qualify'd for your Service, or more worthy to 
be liſted among thoſe, who draw their Pens 
in your Cauſe, and of whom J am willing to 
hope that you have a greater and an abler 
Body in Reſerve, than you have hitherto 
judged proper to bring into the Field. 

It is evident, that a Miniſter, in every Cir- 
cumſtance of Life, {ſtands in as much need 
of us publick Writers as we of him; in his 
Proſperity he can no more ſubſiſt without 
daily Praiſe, than we without daily Bread, 
and the farther he extends his Views the 
more neceſſary are we to his Support. Let 
him ſpeak as contemptuouſly of us as he 
pleaſes, for that is frequently the Manner of 
thoſe, who employ us moſt, and pay us belt ; 
yet will it fare with his Ambition as with a 
lofty Tree, which cannot ſhoot it's Branches 
into the Clouds, unleſs it's Root work into the 
Dirt, from which it roſe, on which it ſtands, 
and by which it is nouriſh'd. 

If a Miniſter falls into Adverſity, ſhall he 
take up the Pen in his own Defence? Would 


NUT 


(27) 
not the Caſe be as deplorable for him to be 


left to write, as for a Prince to be left to fight 
in his own Quarrel ? Believe me, Sir, when- 
ever Fortune abandons you, (and who knows 
how ſoon that may happen ? ) you will find 
yourſelf in a very forlorn State. At the Name 
of your Succeſſor, thoſe Crowds, that attend 
your Levee, will vaniſh like Spirits at the 
Dawn of Day. None will remain about you, 

but ſuch as no other Adminiſtration will con- 
_ deſcend to employ ; and we may therefore 
very probably behold you, which would be a 
pitiful Sight indeed, endeavouring to ſecure a 
ſafe Retreat with H on one Side of you, 

and Leh 
Perſonages, exactly pair'd and nearly ally'd, 

but ſurely as little fit to ſupport a Miniſter in 
his Decline, as to adorn his Triumph. In 
ſuch a Turn as this, you may depend on my 
utmoſt Efforts to keep up a Spirit for you, 

and I can make no doubt of being ſeconded 
by ſeveral of my Fellow-Writers, fince I am 
certain you will not ſcruple to ſhare ſome 


Part of that Fortune, which your Induſtry 


and Parſimony have raiſed, with thoſe who 
unite to fave the whole; and ſince we ſhall 
be reaſonable enough not to expect above Six- 
pence in the Pound out of it, which cannot 
well amount to more than fifteen or twenty 
thouſand Pounds. A trifling Sum for ſo great 
a Service and ſo weighty a Purſe | 

You may perhaps, after all I have ſaid, be 
{till apt to think that theſe are wild Diſcour- 


B:4 >: ö 


on the other, two groteſque 


— 


Y " 8 
- „1 ws OM * 2 — pt © So Se 
EE © I kn OB ater Bt he CE Fo — ln 2 8 2 e 
2 * N 2 - WM NEG AF," SAT ts 
1 Sev. A EE ES E nn _ ——_ 


11 
* = 
h : 


"DF pa 
A LC = * — * 2 VT - 
FFF Vc . 


er LEE 
FF 7 7, nw. CARD K 


A 
— ® 
. 


> 
co Too 


8 nn. . £24646 
ä * 
a TY 


DE 

ſes, which have no other Foundation but my 
Defire to render myſelf neceſſary. You may 
refine too much in your Reflections on my 
Conduct, and too little in thoſe you make 
on your preſent Situation; or if you judge 
rightly of this, it is not impoſſible but you 
may depend too much on your own Vigilance 
and Dexterity. Should any of thoſe Flatter- 
ers, who often betray their Patrons into a 
fatal Security, ſpeak to you much in the ſame 
Manner, as Sleep addreſſes himſelf to Pal:- 
nurus in the fifth Book of the Æneis. 


- Palinure, ferunt ipſa equora claſſem, 
Aquate ſpirant aure, datur hora quiett ; 


Pone caput, feſſſaue oculos furare labori. 


You would anſwer, 1 am perſuaded, as this 


Pilot did. 


Mene ſalis placidi vultum, fluftuſque quietos 


Inorare jubes ? mene buic confidere monſtro ? 


But Palinurus flept, and you know the 
Conſequence. 

Be not therefore diſpleaſed if a ſincere and 
zealous Servant rowzes you, admonithes you 
not to truft too much to Appearances, and 
ſhews you Danger when perhaps you leaſt 
expect it. You have fail'd long in a ſmooth 
Sea with gentle and favourable Gales. We 
believe your Courage and your Abilities ex- 
tremely great, but we believe it implicitly ; ; 

| for 
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for you have not had foul Weather enough 
to give any conſiderable Proofs: of either. 
Theſe Circumſtances, which might be abuſed 
to inſpire Security, I urge as Reaſons why 
you ſhould be alarm'd ; for the Element you 
have to deal with is by the Laws of Nature 
inconſtant ; and therefore the longer you have 
been without a Storm the more Reaſon you 
have to expect one. There is no ſurer Pre- 
ſage of an Hurricane than juſt ſuch a dead 
Calm as I have obſerved for ſome Time. 

To ſpeak without a Figure ; I would not 
have you flatter yourſelf, that the undiſturb'd 
Quiet you have ſo long enjoy'd is merely 
owing to your own Integrity and political 
Merit, or to the uncommon Proſecution cf 
Hawkers and Pamphleteers, which has been 
carry'd on by the Direction of one of your 
principal Inſtruments, and indeed a moſt vi- 
gorous Stateſman. This Quiet, Sir, 15 owing 
to deep and inveterate Deſigns, which it be- 
comes me to lay before you, without any 
Regard to the Cenſure I may incur, of re- 
vealing private Converſation, and of Breach 
of Truſt. Know then that from the Time 
you came into a Fulneſs of Power, many 
were ſhock'd at the Manner, in which YOu 
ſeized it, and at the Uſe you made of it. 
They ſaid that both were hurtful, indecent, 
and even ſhameleſs. They went ill farther, 
and affirm'd, that your Conduct was fooliſh 
with Regard to your own Intereſt, ſince it 
yas foolifh for a Man to truſt to one ſingle 

Ex- 


4. 


FFP PPP 


bein 


a * i 6 ad. 
* ** . e 


„ 

Expedient of Government, who had feveral 
in his Power ; and eſpecially to ſuch an Ex- 
pedient as that of Money, which would 
equally ſerve to ſupport him or to hang him. 
Theſe Perſons however, notwithſtanding their 
Diſcontent, reſolved to lye quiet, till your 
Male-Adminittration ſhould become ſo glar- 
ing as to juſtify their Oppoſition, even in his 
Majeſty's Sight ; they faid they would not 
follow your Example, and upon that Occa- 
ſion they remember'd with ſome Sharpneſs 
how you did your utmoſt to diſtreſs the 
King's Affairs, upon the firſt Diſguſt you re- 
ceived ; nay they were malicious enough to 
call to mind ſome perſonal Refletions*®, which 
the Heat of your Imagination, and your Fa- 
miliarity with Majeſty, betray'd you into, 
and for which they ſaucily wiſh'd what TI 
dare not name. Theſe ſeditious Spirits flat- 
ter'd themſelves that you would do your own 
Bufineſs when you had the full Swing of 
your Power. They were acquainted, they 
ſaid, with the Preſumption and Diſtruſt, with 
the Boldneſs and Puſillanimity, with the In- 
diſcretion and Cunning, and with fifty other 
Contradictions, which made up your Charac- 
ter; and upon theſe they depended for put- 
ting a ſpeedy End to your Adminiſtration. 
This End they imagine to be now at Hand, 
for thus they reaſon. A Miniſter, who is at- 
tack d on his Management of the publick Re- 
* See a Pamphlet calld An An/wer to an infamous Libel, intitled, 
Sedition and Defamation diſplay'd. Printed for R. Francklin. 


yenue, 


EN 

venue, and has all the Advantages of Money 
and Authority on his Side, may eſcape 
though he is guilty; but if he is innocent, 
the Proccedings againſt him in ſuch a Caſe 
muſt neceſſarily confirm his Power, and eſta- 
bliſh his Reputation; nothing more deſirable 
than ſuch an Attack can happen to bim. 
But our preſent Miniſter, ſay theſe Malig- 
nants, directly ſtops all Enquiry; in publick 
he evades giving ſuch Accounts as the Re- 
preſentatives of the People have a Right to 
demand; in private he is modeſt and diſcreet 
enough to laugh at thoſe, who think him ſuch 
a Fool as to furniſh Proofs againſt himſelf. 
Can a Miniſter keep his Ground long, who has 
no other Defence than an imply'd Confeſſion 
of his Guilt ? Will fuch a Behaviour be en- 
dured in a Nation hitherto free, and where 
there remain at leaſt ſome Sparks of Honour 
and of Love of the Country ? 

Theſe and many other Reflections, which 
for Brevity fake I omit, upon your particular 
Conduct, and upon our domeſtick Affairs, 
are frequently thrown out. But, Sir, I con- 
feſs to you, that I tremble when I hear the 
ſame Perſons diſcourſe concerning the State of 
the Nation with regard to her foreign In- 

tereſts. They affirm and they offer to de- 
monſtrate, that the Affairs of Europe never 
were in greater Confuſion, and that the Part 
we take upon ourſelves is ſuch an one, as no 
Nation ever acted which was not betray'd, or 
whoſe Miniſters were not infatuated. That 


you 
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you are : ſo, they ſay, is paſt Diſpute, whe- 


ther you Wt conducted theſe Affairs your- 
ſelf, or have left them to thoſe Men of emi- 


nent Talents, who are concern'd in chis Part 


of your Adminiſtration ; they inſiſt that no- 
thing could have happen'd to us, if you had 
intirely neglected our foreign Intereſts, worſe 
than what you have brought upon us, by run- 
ning into the other Extreme. For they alk, 

what is the Fruit of your continual Negoti- 
ations, ſupported by a vaſt Expence, and car- 
ry'd on as buſily as if the Welfare of Great 
Britain had been at Stake in every Diſpute, 

which has happen'd on the Continent? They 


anſwer for you, and they defy you to con- 


tradict them, that we have made the Quarrels 
of other People our own, and that we find 
ourſelves engaged as Principals, in ſome Caſes 
where we have but a very remote Concern, 
and in others where we have no Concern at 
all. That our Commerce ſuffers and runs the 
Riſque of being loſt, not for a Time, but for 
ever, in ſeveral Branches, much more bene- 
ficial to us than the Oſtend Trade, and that 
our Right to keep thoſe important Poſſeſſions, 
which were yielded to us in the moſt ſolemn 
and authentick Manner, is come, by Dint of 
Negotiation, from being indiſputable, to be 
call'd in Queſtion. In a Word, that to re- 
ſtore the publick Tranquility, and to ſettle 
our own Intereſts, we muſt engage in a new 
War and conclude a new Peace ; that 


have contrived to make it impoſlible for 0 
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to do One, without fighting againſt the very 
Principle for which we have fought ever ſince 
the Revolution, or to attempt the other with- 
out lying under the particular Circumſtance, 
that our principal Allies will be as much in 
earneſt as our Enemies to wreſt out of our 
Hands the chief Advantages which we ob- 
tain'd by the Treaty of Utrecht. At the 
Time when theſe Treaties were made, con- 
tinue they, your Great Minter cry'd aloud 
and ſpared not. He complain'd, as much as 
any Man, that the exorbitant Power of 
France was not ſufficiently reduced, and that 
the Barriers of our Allies, on the Rhine and in 
the Netherlands, were left too weak ; and- is 


it under his Adminiſtration that we are to ſee 


2 Pretence given to the French, and an Op- 
portunity thrown into their Hands, of 
{ſtrengthening their Power, and of extending 
their Barriers? When I tell theſe Objectors 
that your Brother anſwers for the Court of 
France, they laugh in my Face, and reply, 
well he may, and ſo might any of thoſe, who 

were in the French Intereſt, have done at the 
Time when the Triple Alliance was broken, 
and France was encouraged by England to 
fall upon the Dutch. The Miniſters, who 
are anſwer'd for, would be as weak as he, who 
anſwers for them, if they did not ſee the 
Advantage in the preſent Juncture, and did 
not take a ſecret malicious Pleaſure in making 
us, who contributed ſo much to reduce their 
Power, become the Inſtruments of raiſing it 
again, 
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again, In the Caſe of a War then, we have, 
according to this reaſoning, which really, Sir, 
has an Air of Truth, nothing ſo much to fear 
as the Aſſiſtance. of our chief Ally; and in 
the Caſe of a Treaty, not only France, but 
Holland likewiſe, muſt be againſt us in that 
important Article of Gibraltar and Pert- 
Mahon, and in all particular Advantages of 
Commerce, which we have enjoy'd, and may 
find it reaſonable to pretend to. The late 
Duke of Orleans, as dear a Friend as he was 
to us, inſiſted ſtrenuouſly, that we ſhould 
give up the Places before-mention'd; pretend- 
ed a Promiſe to this Effect, and himſelf ob- 
liged in Honour to ſee this Promiſe kept. 
Every one, who knows any Thing of the 
Tranſactions of thoſe Times, knows with 
how envious an Eye the Dutch beheld the 
ſeparate Privileges in Trade, and the fole Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibraltar, and of the Iſland of 
Minorca, which we obtain'd at the laſt Peace, 
and what Lengths they would have gone to 
facilitate the Negotiations, which at that 
Time they oppoſed, if they might have been 
admitted to a Share in theſe Advantages. 

The Danger of an immedlate Invaſion, and 
the Engagements enter d into by the Emperor 
and the King of Hain to inſult us with their 
Fleets, and to conquer Great Britain and 
Ireland for the Pretender, have been very in- 
duſtriouſly propagated by thoſe, who are al- 
ready in your Pay, and by me, who ſtand a 
Candidate for this Honour, but am hitherto a 


Volun- | 
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Voluntier in your Service. I am ſorry to tell 
you, Sir, but Heaven forbid that I ſhould 
conceal ſo material a Circumſtance from your 
Knowledge; we do not ſucceed. We raiſe 
a Spirit, but this Spirit turns againſt you. 
There are more People than ever againſt the 
Pretender ; and Zeal for ſupporting the pre- 

| ſent Eſtabliſhment never ran higher. But 
this Zeal is not any longer without Know- 
ledge ; it is directed to its proper Object, and 
there is no Poſſibility of leading it hoodwink'd 
to ſerve any other Purpoſes. Some incredulous 
Wretches there are, who ſmile when we talk to 
them of Invaſions and the Pretender, and who 
content themſelves to reply that the Machine 
is very ſeaſonably introduced, and according 
to the Rules of Art. The greater Number 
take Fire, and lay this new Diſtreſs, which 
we threaten them with, at your Door; for, 
they ſay, that we diſobliged Shin ſome Years 
ago, to tye the Emperor the more firmly to 
us, and that we have ſince that Time diſob- 
liged the Emperor, by affecting a cloſer Cor- 
reſpondence, and greater Union of Councils 
with France than ever was known between 
the two Nations. They ſend us to that ex- 
cellent Treatiſe, the Barrier Treaty vindi- 
_ cated, to learn our true and laſting Intereſt in 
foreign Alliances, and there they pretend that 
we ſhall find the Condemnation of all your 
Meaſures ; they lament the miſerable Scene, 
which they apprehend may ſoon be open'd, 
his Majeſty's foreign Dominions expoſed to 
all 
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all the Calamities of War, and perhaps in 
Danger of being loſt; we ourſelves ſtruggling 
againſt domeſtick Enemies, and defending 
our Coaſts againſt Invaſions; theſe Miſchiefs 
brought upon us by a Conjunction of the Em- 
peror, our old Ally, with the King of Spain 
his Rival; a Conjunction ſo unnatural that 
nothing but the higheſt Reſentment at our 
Behaviour to them both could have brought 
it about; in ſhort, to finiſh up the Picture, 
Great Britain reduced in this Diſtreſs to 
lean ſolely upon France, and the Faith of 
that Court to become our chief Security. 
Upon the whole Matter, your Enemies, 
Sir, the Subſtance of whoſe private Conver- 
fation I have now honeſtly reported to you, 
conclude very inſolently that you have fill'd 
up the Meaſure of your Iniquity and your 
Folly, and that You muſt fink, or the Na- 
tion muſt fink under the Weight of that 
Calamity, which you have brought and ſuf- 
fer'd to be brought upon her. 

As ſhocking as this Account muſt be to 
your Ears; J promiſe myſelf that the Sin- 
cerity and Plainneſs, with which I have 
given it, will be agreeable to you; and that 
you will receive into your Boſom a Man 
whoſe Affection for your Perſon and Zeal 
for your Service, muſt be above all Suſpicion, 
after giving you Intelligence of ſo high a 
Nature, without any Stipulation for the Diſ- 
covery. 


I expect 
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I expect to hear from you in eight Days 
from the Date hereof; if I do not, you ſhall 
hear again from him, who is, 


Moſt Noble 81 R, 
Your Honour's 
moſt devoted Servant, 


From my Garret, | 
Jan. 1726-7. The Occaſional Writer. 
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The Occaſional Writer. 


Namder II. 


_ To the ſame. 


Moſt Noble 81 R, 


Think myſelf obliged in Honour to let 

the World know, that you have treated 
[ all my Propoſals to write in your Service 

with a Contempt unuſual from one in 
your Station; for I have ſeen the Times when 
every little paultry Proſtitute of his Pen found 
C Coun- 
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Countenance and Encouragement. Theſe 
Wretches are ſure of both, whenever there 
are any bad Meaſures to be juſtify'd, or any 
bold Strokes to be given ; and the croaking of 
theſe Ravens has always, in my Imagination, 
boded ſome Miſchief or other to the Com- 
monwealth. 

For this Reaſon, I took upon me the Cha- 
racter of a moſt infamous Libeller in my firſt 
Addreſs to you, that I might be able to make 
a ſurer Judgment of our preſent Condition, 
and know better what Expectations to enter- 
tain ; fo that I own I am moſt agreeably dif- 
appointed in not receiving any Letter or Meſ- 
ſage from you. I own, that inſtead of biting 
you, I am fairly bit myſelf. 

Some malicious Refiners may pretend, per- 
haps, that an Addrefs of ſach a Nature, 
made in fo publick a Manner, could meet 
with no other Treatment, even from a Mi- 
niſter, who was willing to accept the Propo- 
fal. Malice, I ſay, may refine thus, and en- 
deavour to depreciate a virtuous Action, which 
cannot be deny'd, by ſuppoſing ſuch Motives 
to it as cannot be proved. The Practice is too 
common, and an were Men are divi- 
ded into Parties, where publick Diſputes 
create and nouriſh private Animoſities, and 
where perpetual Feuds irritate the natural 
Malignity of the Heart. But far be it from 
me to judge with ſo little Charity; J am will- 
ing to believe, Sir, that you declined the Of- 


fers made you, not on Account of the public 
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Addreſs, by which they were convey'd, but 
becauſe you diſdain'd to ſupport a virtuous 
Adminiſtration by a venal Pen. 

When I meet a Man with loaded Piſtols i in 
his Pocket, or a Dagger under his Cloak, I 
ſuſpect that he is going upon no very dene 
able Deſigns. Houſe- breakers and Coiners 
have been detected, by having their Tools 
found about them. Informers, Spies, and 
hireling Scribblers are the Tools of an evil 
Stateſman ; and when ] ſee all ſuch diſcou- 
raged, and none of them about a Miniſter, 
I think myſelf obliged to ſuppoſe that his De- 
ſigns are honourable, and his Meaſures direct- 
ed to the publick Good. 

I take this Opportunity therefore of beg- 
ging your Pardon for the Trial I preſumed to 
make. The Liberty indeed was great; but 
ſince it has turn'd ſo vaſtly to your Honour, 
I hope to be the more eaſily forgiven. Shall 
I own it, Sir? My Hopes go ſtill farther ; 
you diſdain'd me under the feign'd Character, 
which I aſſumed; from the ſame Principle of 
Honour, from the ſame Conſciouſneſs of Me- 
rit, you will, nay, you muſt afford me ſome 
Share of your Eſteem, when I appear, as I in- 
tend to do for the future, under my own. 
Theſe Papers ſhall breathe nothing but Zeal 
to promote the Honour of his Majeſty, the 
Security of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 
and in one Word, the Good of our Country. 
The ſame Spirit, which animates you and me, 
ſhall animate them; and I cannot doubt of 
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your Approbation, when I co-operate with 
you to theſe Purpoſes, which were certainly 


the ſole Inducements you had to enter into 
Buſineſs; as it is manifeſt that you con- 
tinue at the Head of Affairs for no other 
Reaſons. | 

The Truth is, however, (for I think it be- 
coming a Friendſhip, which is hkely to grow 
as intimate as ours, that I ſhould diſguife no- 


thing from you) two Things have lately hap- 


pen'd, which gave ſome little Shock to my 


good Opinion of you. The firſt is an Un- 


willingneſs you manifeſted, that the true State 
of the national Debts ſhould be known by the 
Nation, and the ſevere Cenſure you paſgd 
on ſach Perſons, as were deſirous to give their 
Countrymen a fair Account of their Condi- 
tion in a Part ſo eſſential, that our being a 
Nation, or not a Nation, depends almoſt en- 
tirely, in this Criſis, on our running or not 
running farther into Debt: The other is the 
Publication of a Pamphlet ſappoſed to be 
written by your Direction, which is evidently 
deſign'd to keep us no leſs in the dark as to 
all our Affairs abroad. 

As to the firſt, that Matter has been taken 
ap already; and will, I doubt not, in a# 
Places, and in all Manners, be ſo thoroughly 
fifted, that we ſhall no longer be at a Los, 
either as to the Revenue, and the real Charges 


upon it, or as to the whole Management of 


it. In which Examination, Sir, let me adviſe 
you, as a Friend, to act an ingenuous Part, 


that 
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that Suſpicions may not increaſe, and that I 


may not to be obliged to write to you in a 
Stile, to which I ſhall turn my Pen with Re- 


luctancy. 


As to the latter, I hope, it will be likewiſe 
examined; and if I was able to take ſuch a 
Taſk on myſelf, I ſhould, I am perſuaded, 
in doing ſo, but make a ſecond Trial of you 
to. your Glory, and knit the Bands of our 
Friendſhip the cloſer, by anſwering a Pamph- 


let of fo pernicious Conſequence, and writ 


with ſo ill a Deſign. But I know my own 
Unfitneſs to inform, to inſtruc, and to rouſe 
our Countrymen, ſome from their Lethargy, 
and ſome from their golden Dreams. I may 
toll the Alarm-Bell, but Perſons of greater 
Strength and Skill muſt be call'd upon to 
raiſe it, and to ring it out in the Ears of the 
Nation. 

We are grown more eaſy, nay, more will- 
ing than ever, to be impoſed upon; and we 
do more than half the Work of thoſe, who 
find their Account in deluding us. Almoſt 
every Man conſiders himſelf as a ſingle Per- 
fon; thoſe few, who extend their Conſidera- 
tions farther, {eldom or never carry them be- 
yond the narrow Syſtem of a Family, or a 
Party. And thus it happens, that private In- 
tereſt is become the Criterion, by which Judg- 
ments are form'd upon publick Affairs. The 
Man, whoever he be, who is at any Time in 
Faſhion, has nothing to do but to hold out 
that Parſe, which the more he empties it, the 
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ſurer he is to fill. After which let him de- 
claim imperiouſly, and aſſert boldly, with- 
out regarding Proof, or condeſcending to 
argue; let one of his Tools write a Pamphlet 
in much the ſame Strain, and the Work is 


done, the Opinion of Mankind is ſettled, the 


Crowd repeats what the Orator has ſaid, and 
the Author writ ; the Clamour is echoed back 
on all Sides, and theſe Echoes, the Reverſe of 
all others, ſtrengthen by Repetition. Thus 
the Corrupt lead the Blind, and the Blind lead 
one another ; the ſtill Voice of Reaſon 1s 
drown'd in popular Clamour, and Truth is 
overwhelm'd by Prejudice. | 
This is a true Account of what happens 
frequently it is ſo far from being a Deſcrip- 
tion drawn from Imagination, that I could 
give ſeveral Inſtances, and perhaps ſhall have 
Occaſion to quote ſome, of ſuch groſs Impo- 
fitions on the common Senſe of Mankind, 
offer d in this Manner, and offer'd with Suc- 
ceſs, as no one would be bold enough to at- 
tempt putting on the weakeſt Man in Britain 
in private Converſation. 

There are therefore, God knows, but too 
many Reaſons for him to deſpond, who en- 
tertains a Thought of prevailing on the Ge- 
nerality of People, to lay aſide their Preju- 
dices, to check their Paſſions, and to conſi- 
der the State of the Nation in a due Extent, 
and in a true Light; and yet ſuch is our 
Condition, ſuch a Criſis are we in, that if we 
do not take and execute this Reſolution now, 
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it may very probably be out of our Power to 
do it hereafter to any good Purpoſe. 
In our Senate we hear of great Dangers, 
which we have to apprehend from abroad; 
and, if we believe what is ſaid in a foreign 
*State, we are expoſed to very great ones at 
home. Iam willing to hope, that both one 
and the other are magnified ; but they may 
grow to be ſuch in Reality as they are repre- 
ſented to be, if we do not take more than 
ordinary Care; firſt, to weigh in a juſt Ba- 
lance each of the many Evils, which threaten 
the Nation ; and ſecondly, if we do not pe- 
netrate into every one of the Cauſes, which 
have combined them to bring upon us. Should 
we fail in the firſt Point, we may increaſe 
| our Dangers from abroad, by over-rating 
thoſe at home, and by applying ourſelves ſole- 
ly to prevent the latter. But I believe no one 
thinks us diſpoſed to run into this Extreme ; 
we are much more likely to run into the 
other, and to increaſe our Dangers at home, 
by over-rating thoſe, which we apprehend 
from abroad. Should we fail in the ſecond 
Point, and neglect to penetrate into all the 
Cauſes, which combine to bring our preſent 
Diſtreſs upon us, palliative Remedies alone 
will be apply'd, in the Uſe of which we may 
very probably expire after a tedious Langour, 
but from which we cannot expect a radical 
Cure, 
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Convinced therefore, that if we neglect the 
preſent Moment, if every Man does not think 
and write, and ſpeak and act for his Coun- 
try at this Time, according to his beſt Ta- 
lents, and according to the Opportunities, 
which he has of exerting them, we ſhall ſoon 
be in every Senſe a ruin'd Nation. 

I confeſs, that J am impatient, however 
low my Hopes of Succeſs run, till ſome abler 
Pen accepts the Invitation, which the Enquirer 
into the Reaſons of the Conduct of Great Bri- 
tain gives to every Member of this Commu- 
nity, till an Enquiry is made, according to 
the Right which he is pleaſed to allow, -into 
our preſent State, and into the Meaſures, which 
have led to it. But then this Enquiry muſt 
be made upon better Principles, and with an 
honeſter View than he has, who made this, 
which lies before me ; the Perſon, who ac- 
cepts his Invitation, ſhould be one, who would 
bluſh to follow his Example; for he acts the 
Part of an Apologiſt, where he profeſſes to 
act that of an impartial Inquirer; he ſeems 
very zealous for the Succeſs of the Cauſe, 
which he pleads, and very indifferent what 
Means he employs to procure this Succeſs ; 
many Things are diſguiſed, many are con- 
ceal'd, and hardly any are repreſented in their 
natural and proper Light. Fallacy, Sophiſm, 
and a puerile Declamation, ſwell the elaborate 
Treatiſe ; but there was a Deſign perhaps, as 
well as Habit, in ſuch a Manner of Writing 
upon this Occaſion, ſince a bad Cauſe mm 
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be defended by ſuch Means; and, therefore, 
by ſuch Pens as would diſgrace and weaken a 
good one; ſince it may poſſibly appear upon 
a fair Examination, that the Cauſe he is re- 
tain'd in is none of the beſt, 
Tf chis ſhould appear, I am apt to believe, 
that thoſe, who ſet him at work, will not be 
much concern'd ; they could not look on this 
Pamphlet as any Thing better than a mo- 
mentary Expedient to miſlead and inflame, 
If it has that Effect, if it ſerves to keep up 
the Deluſion till all the Jobs, which are to be 
done, are done; the Ends, which they pro- 

oſed to themſelves, are perhaps anſwer'd. 
But if this Nation ſhould awaken to a Senſe 
of their true Intereſt, and if the Britiſb Spirit 
ſhould once more revive amongſt us, it might 
very well happen that theſe Perſons would 
have made a faulty Reckoning; for ſurely, 
after having exerciſed the Juſtice of the Na- 
tion, by cenſuring in one Parliament a Treaty 
of Peace, which has been approved in an- 
other, it will not be thought ſtrange, if we 
puniſh at one Time or another thoſe, who 
have negotiated us out of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity, into War and Confuſion, although the 
Wiſdom of the Nation ſhould think fit to 
fupport for the preſent the Meaſures of theſe 
Miniſters. 

The Enqurrer ſuppoſes the whole Face of 
Affairs in Europe to have received the great 
Alteration, which he is ſo much ſurprized at, 
within the Space of the laſt Year; but I can; 
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not agree with him, that the Turn has been 


ſo ſudden as he repreſents it. The Calm hardly 


to be paralleld by any paſt Proſpect, as this 
great Maſter of Style expreſſes himſelf by a 
Figure of Hibernian Rhetorick, was accom- 
pany'd, as Calms frequently are, by many 
Signs of an approaching Storm ; which Signs 
did not eſcape the Obſervation of the Sailors, 
and even Paſſengers in our Veſſel, though 
they eſcaped that of our able Pilots, who 
were it ſeems all that while in a moſt ſerene 
Security. The particular Evils, which we 
apprehend at preſent, were known to our 
Miniſters above a Year ago; if it be true, as 
the Enquirer affirms, that the Treaty of Ha- 
rover, and Negotiations, in Conſequence of 
it, are the Steps, which the Court of Great 
Britain thought fit to take as ſoon as poſſible, 
after the Danger we were in appear d evident 
beyond all Contradiction. But before the par- 
ticular Danger appear d, the general Danger 
was evident enough. When the Treaty of 
Vienna was made, our Ship ſtruck; but we 
had been failing among Rocks and Shoals 
long before, ever fince we quitted our Port, 
and launch'd out to Sea, on the wiſe Errand 
of convoying other People ſafe to theirs. 
He therefore, who is deſirous to make the 
Enquiry propoſed, in ſuch a Manner as may 
be of real Uſe to the Publick, muſt take up 
Things much higher than this partial Writer 
was inſtructed to do. Many Things hap- 
pen'd during the Congreſs of Cambray, which 
= deſerve 
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deſerve to be explain'd ; and there are Treaties 
both previous and ſubſequent to the Quadruple 
Alliance, which deſerve to be commented 
upon. 

Nay, there ſeems to be a Neceſſity of go- 
ing farther back than this Reign, or even than 
this Century, if we deſign to be thoroughly 


_ acquainted with the Original of our preſent 


Diſtreſs. When we have taken a general 


Survey of the Conduct of Britain, with re- 


lation to the Affairs of Europe, for about 
two hundred Years, we ſhall come much 
better prepared to diſcover our true Point of 
Intereſt ; and by obſerving how we have de- 
parted from it, we ſhall learn how to re- 
turn to it. 

This Part I will venture to undertake ; and 
what I ſhall ſay upon it, may ſerve at leaſt as 
an Introduction to that Work, which, I hope, 
will be perform'd by ſome abler Hand. 

The Foundations of the Grandeur of 
France, and thoſe of the Grandeur of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, were laid very near at the 
ſame Period. Ferdinand and Jſabella began 
the latter; and in Charles V. their Grandſon, 
and almoſt immediate Succeſſor, it was car- 


ry'd up to that exorbitant Height, which 


made Europe tremble under his Reign, under 
that of his Son, and upon ſome Occaſions 
even later, The Progreſs, which France 
made, was not ſo rapid, but was perhaps as 
ſure ; ſhe ſhared with her Rival the Spoils cf 
the Houſe of Burgundy, by the Addreſs and 
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Precepts of the Church of Rome, even while 


| [8-3 
Vigour of Lewis XI. who not only extended 
the Bounds, and ſtrengthen'd the Frontier of 
that cloſe compact Body, (whoſe very Figure 
is an Addition to the Force of it,) but aſſured 
its inward Tranquility better, and render'd 
that Monarchy more formidable than it had 
been in the Time of his Predeceſſors, when 
the Authority of the Prince was leſs. 

The forming of two ſuch Powers, in 


Princes and States, to keep as much as poſſi- 
ble a Balance between them. And here be- 
gan that Principle of Engliſo Policy to be 
eſtabliſh'd, which, however true and wiſe in 
itſelf, has hardly ever been truly and wiſely 
purſued. 

We ſhould take Things rather too high, 
if we went up to the Reign of King Henry 
VII. though even there ſome Obſervations 
are to be made, which have relation to our 
preſent Subject. 

Frequent and important Occaſions of act- 
ing on this Principle preſented themſelves in 
the Time of Henry VIII. Some he took, ſome 
he neglected, and ſome he managed ill ; for 
to ſay the Truth, the whole Conduct of this 
Prince was a continued Courſe of Extrava- 
gance, Violence, and Levity ; his Vices glared 
through the beſt Actions of his Life. He ex- 
erciſed the Tyranny, and practiſed the bloody 


he was delivering us from the papal Yoke. 
His Deliberations for Peace or War ſeem'd 
; often 


( 29 ) 
often to have a Mixture of Humour in them, 
and his own Paſſions, as well as Wolſey's, 
made him hold the Balance of Europe, if he 
did hold it, with an uneven Hand. 

The Reformation, which began in his 
Time in Germany, and which was com- 
pleated by Edward VI. and by Queen Elixa- 
\ beth, in England, gave occaſion to a new 
Diviſion of Intereſts; and made it of the 
utmoſt Importance to the Welfare of this 
Nation, not only to preſerve a Balance be- 
tween the two great Powers of Europe, but 
to ſupport the Proteſtant Cauſe againſt them 
both. The firſt of theſe was to be done by 
throwing as much as the Occaſion might re- 
quire of our Weight, ſometimes into one, 
and ſometimes into the other of theſe Scales; 
but the latter could be effected by nothing leſs 

than a conſtant Adherence to that Side, which 
was for a long Time the weakeſt, and which, 
T doubt, is fo ſtill. 
Both theſe Principles were purſued by 
Queen El:zabeth, with the greateſt Wiſdom, 
and with the greateſt Succeſs. To illuſtrate 
this fully, it would be neceflary to run through 
the Annals of her glorious Reign. But a few 
general Obſervations will ſuffice for our pre- 
fent Purpoſe. When ſhe came to the Crown, 
the Nation was divided between two power- 
ful Parties, exaſperated by religious Zeal ; 
Ireland was Papiſt, Scotland was under the 
immediate Influence of Trance, and the Queen 
of 1 Kingdom, marry'd to the Dauphine 
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of France, diſputed her Title to the Crown 


of England. In ſhort, the ſureſt Support ſne 
had amidſt all theſe Difficulties, beſides the 


Firmneſs of her Mind, and the Penetration 


of her Underſtand, was in Philip II. whom 
ſhe diſobliged by refuſing to make him her 


- Huſband; and who could not fail of being on 
many Accounts, as he proved to be, her moſt 


implacable and dangerous Enemy ; ſhe kept 
Meaſures for a while with him, nay, perhaps, 
with the Court of Rome, and ſoon ſettled 
her Government, and eſtabliſh” d her Power ; 
her own Kingdom was the firſt and principal 
Object of her Care; and ſhe judged very 
wiſely, that, in order to be conſiderable abroad, 
ſhe muſt begin by making herſelf ſo at home. 
Her Revenue was adminiſter'd with the ut- 
moſt Frugality, Induſtry was encouraged, 
Manufactures improved, and Commerce ex- 

tended; ſhe was far from neglecting foreign 
Alliances, but her Negotiations were con- 
ducted with great Art, and little Expence, 
and the Engagements ſhe took were always 
neceſſary, ſeldom chargeable. She ſupported 
the Proteſtant Cauſe in France, with good 


Offices, with Loans of Money ; and upon 
ſome preſſing Occaſions with Troops. But 


ſhe never depended on the Gratitude of 
Henry IV. and was neither ſurprized nor un- 
prepared when he made Returns very unwor- 
thy of the Obligations he had to her. The 
Dutch could not have ſuſtain'd their Revolt 


from Spain, nor have form'd their Common- 


wealth, 


En. | 
wealth, without her Aſſiſtance. She help'd 
them powerfully, but ſhe exacted cautiona 
Towns from them, as a Security for her Re- 
imburſement, whenever they ſhould be in a 
Condition to pay ; and in the mean Time as 
a Check, to keep them under the Influence 
and Direction of England. By ſuch Methods 
as theſe, her own Country grew rich and flou- 
riſhing, while ſhe not only preſerved a Ba- 
lance of Power abroad, but contributed ex- 
tremely to reduce Spain from being the Ter- 
ror of Europe, to that low State, into which 
it fell under the Succeſlors of King Philip 
5 

The Reign of King James I. is not to be 
read without a Mixture of Indignation and 
Contempt. He came to the Crown with great 
Advantages ; but a bad Head, and a worſe 
Heart, hinder'd him from improving any of 
them. He loſt the Opportunity of uniting 
the two Kingdoms, he ſuffer'd his Revenue 
to be ill adminiſter'd, his Miniſters were no- 
toriouſly corrupt, and he himſelf very pro- 
fuſe. 

Inſtead of aſſwaging, he fomented Diſ- 
putes by his Pedantry ; eſtabliſh'd ſuch Prin- 
ciples of Government, and raiſed ſuch a Spirit 
in the Clergy, as could hardly fail to produce 
the terrible Effects, which follow'd in the 
Reign of his Son. HY 
Such a Management of domeſtick Affairs 

would have put it out of his Power, if it had 
been his Inclination to act a wiſer Part in 


foreign 


26: ), 

foreign Affairs; but he had no ſuch Inclina- 
tion. Twelve Years he ſuffer d himſelf to be 
amuſed with the Spaniſh Match; he counte- 
nanced at leaſt the Popiſh, and he abſolutely 
neglected the Proteſtant Intereſt, both in 
France and Germany. Inſtead of helpin 
the Diſpoſitions, which appear'd, to take the 
Imperial Crown out of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
he favour'd the Cauſe of that Family, and 
abandon'd his own Children to the Reſent- 
ment of the Emperor and the Popiſh League. 
When the thirty Years War began in 1618, the 
Liberty of Germany, and the whole Proteſtant 
Intereſt, were in the utmoſt Peril. The ſole 
Meaſures, which he took for the Support of 
either, conſiſted in ſimple Embaſſies, ridicu- 
lous Letters, and languid Negotiations. Queen 
Elizabeth defeated the ambitious Deſigns of 
the Spani/h Branch of the Auſtrian Family; 
King James favour'd thoſe of the German 
Branch of the ſame Family. 

Over the ſucceeding Reign, and all that 
follow'd, to the Reſtoration of King Charles 
II. let us draw a Veil. | 

During this Time the Decay of the Span/h 
Monarchy increaſed apace, the Liberties of 
Germany were aſſerted, and the Power of the 
Emperor bounded by the Treaties of We/ft- 
phalia; but another Power, That of France, 
began to riſe very faſt on the Foundations 
laid long ago. Richelieu and Mazarine had 
given that Crown a great Superiority in the 
Affairs of Europe, and the Prince, who wore 

It, 


( 


it, reſolved to maintain and augment this Su- 
periority, at the Expence of all his Neigh- 
bours. | 

The Attack, which Lewis XIV made upon 
the Low Countries in 1667, ſhew'd both in 
the Manner of it, and in the Pretence taken 
for it, what Europe had to expect from this 
Prince. On this Occaſion the Triple Alli- 
ance was made, and happy had it been if the 
ſame Principles of Policy had continued to 
prevail. But the King, who ſat on our Throne, 
with better Senſe and more Courage than his 
Grandfather, was at leaſt as unfit as he to de- 
fend the Liberties of Europe, and perhaps 
more unfit to defend the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

King Charles II. join'd his Councils and 
his Arms to thoſe of France; and when he 
could not openly aſſiſt, he privately abetted 
the Uſurpations of that Crown. He might, 
by conforming to the Deſires of his People, 
who were in his and their true Intereſt, have 
had the immortal Honour of preſerving a 
Balance of Power in Europe; but he choſe 
the eternal Infamy of helping to deſtroy this 
Balance; and not content to be the Allv of a 
Prince, whoſe Enemy he ought to have been, 
he condeſcended to be his Inſtrument, and 
even his Penſioner. This Conduct, which 
took ſo much Strength from that Side, which 
was already too weak, and which added fo 
much to that, which was already too ſt.ong, 
eſtabliſh'd the abſolute Superiority of Fr.-nce, 
and left Spain, German, Italy, and the fev-n- 
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(5.3457 
teen Provinces, nay and Britain too in Con- 
ſequence, at her Mercy. 

This terrible Face of Things did not mend 
on the Acceſſion of King James II. to the 
Throne. Whatever his Politicks were, Re- 
ligion would have got the better of them. 
Bigotry muſt have cemented a cloſe Union 
between him and the King of France, who 
was alone able and willing to aſſiſt him in the 
Work he had undertaken at home. But the 
Greatneſs of our Danger, as it ſometimes 
happens, ſaved us; and in faving us, ſaved 
all Europe. The Revolution in our Govern- 
ment cauſed a total Change in our Conduct. 
A Prince, who had been long at the Head of 
a weak but reſolute Oppoſition to France, 
mounted our Throne; and the Principles of 
maintaining a Balance between the great 
Powers of Europe, and of ſupporting the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, came once more into 
Faſhion in this Kingdom, after having been 
for near a Century, either neglected, or acted 
againſt. 3 

The Body of the Nation reſumed theſe. 
Principles with Warmth, and has ſupported 
them ever ſince with unparallel'd Spirit and 
Vigour. But let it be ſaid without Offence, 
ſince it may be ſaid with Truth, and fince it 
is neceſſary that it ſhould be ſaid upon this 
Occaſion, we have not purſued them with 
as much Wiſdom as Zeal. If we have err'd 
in our Politicks ſince the Revolution, it is 
ſure we have err'd on the right Side. But 

fror 


E 


Errors on the right Side are Errors ſtill, and 
may, in Time, prove as fatal as Errors on the 
other; and are in one reſpect at leaſt more 
dangerous, as they are leſs attended to at firſt, 

or guarded againſt. 

Between all Extremes tber is a certain 
middle Point, which Men of Genius per- 
ceive, and to which Men of Honour adhere 
in private and in publick Life. 

Thus Avarice and Prodigality are at an im- 
menſe Diſtance; but there is a Space mark d 
out by Virtue between them, where Fruga- 
lity and Generoſity reſide together. Thus 
again, to abandon thoſe, whom it is our In- 
tereſt to ſupport, is an Exceſs of Folly; and 
to ſupport the Intereſts of other People, to 
the Ruin of our own, is an Exceſs of Folly 
likewiſe. But there are Lines deſcribed by 
Prudence, between theſe two Exceſſes, with- 
in which our common Intereſts meet, and 
may proceed together. 

It would be an invidious as well as tedi- 
ous Taſk, to go through all the Inſtances, 
which might be produced ; wherein we have, 
under Pretence of preſerving a Balance of 
Power in Europe, gratify'd the Paſſions of 
particular Men, and ſerved the Turns of pri- 
vate Intereſt, till we have render'd that Prin- 
ciple, in a reaſonable Purſuit of which our 
Safety, and our Glory conſiſt, the Occaſion 
of real Danger to the Intereſt, and of Re- 
proach to the Wiſdom of our Nation. A few 
of theſe Inſtances will ſuffice to deduce the 
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Progreſs of our miſtaken Policy, to evince 


the Truth of what has been advanced in 


general, and to fix the Application of the 


whole to the preſent Conjuntfure ; wherein I 
apprehend, that we are about to pay the Price 
not only of late Errors, but a long Series of 
Errors: 

The War, which began in 1688, was no 
doubt a very neceflary War. It was neceſſa 
to extinguiſh the Rebellion in Scotland; it 
was neceſſary to reduce Ireland ; it was ne- 
ceſſary to aſſert the new Eſtabliſhment of our 
Government. Theſe were our immediate In- 
tereſts ; but we had remote Intereſts likewiſe 
concern'd, which were of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient to engage us to enter, at leaſt as Allies 
and Friends, into the War, The Empire 
was in danger by the taking of Philipſburgb, 
and other Enterprizes of the French ; and 
Holland lay once more open to their Inva- 
ſions, by the ſeizing of Bonne. In the Courſe 
of this War, Ireland was reduced; all the 
Efforts againſt the Government in England 
and Scotland were defeated ; and by the 
Peace, France acknowledged King Wil- 
ham. | 

As unfortunate as we had been on the 
Rhine and in Flanders, every Thing, which 
the French had taken in the Courſe of the 


War from our Allies, was reſtored at Ry/- 


wick ; and Luxembourg, which France had 
uſurp'd before the War, was likewiſe given 
up. Thus far all was well. The Points, which 
England 


"IS 


oy 


P 3 8 

4 „ W r 2 , * 
Wa 8 Fr RT, MYR EK 20 A Ro LH. . 

WT IS AE) LM er pd I or FCC 7 
N — n c PICS oe DINE Pe SO Ee at 5 
. KA. 5 Ne 8 2 2223 8 \ x . n 
r ß 5 1 = D 2 %)JVTPTFWWc I 20's * 2 Y 

f FTT % ee SL Ire ron be ROCAEG 
* CC J7ͤ Od DR IST he” con 2 : 

7 8 3 8 . 1 l 
A 3 S RS IANS. 19th 9 5 

$a 5 


7 
2 
3 
3 


T4] 


England contended for, were carry'd; and our 
Allies recover'd by Treaty more than they 
had loſt by War. 


If a common Guaranty of this Treaty had 
been enter'd into as ſoon as thoſe Powers ac- 
ceded, who refuſed to ſign when England 
and Holland did ; the Tranquillity of Europe 
would have been better ſecured, than it was 
at this Time, or at the Peace of Nimegben; 
at leaſt Eng/and would have engaged, as far 
as it became her to do, even upon the Prin- 
ciple of maintaining the Balance of Power, 
and no- farther, 

But inſtead of taking this Step, we took 
another, which proved fatal in its Conſequen- 
ces. The Death of Charles II. King of Spain, 
without Children, was then in Proſpect. The 
Pretenſions of France were known, and its 
Power had been lately felt. Whenever the 
Caſe ſhould happen, a War ſeem'd to be un- 
avoidable. But this War muſt have been 


made by France alone, for the Conqueſt of 


the Spani/h Monarchy ; which, as powerful 
as we then thought her, and as inſolent as ſhe 
really was, ſhe would not have engaged in 
lightly. Neither could ſhe have ſupported 
it, if ſhe had, ſince even with Spain on her 
Side ſhe could not have ſupported the laſt, if 
the Mines of Peru had not been unaccount- 
ably left open to her. 

On the Apprehenſion, however, of ſuch a 
War, and on the ſpecious Pretence of pre- 
ſerving a Balance of Power in Europe, the 
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Partition Treaties were made ; that is, with- 
out the Knowledge of the King of Spain, we 
diſpoſed of his Inheritance; without the Con- 
ſent .of the Emperor, and in Concert with 
his adverſe Party, we ſettled the Rights con- 
teſted between the Houſe of Auftria and 
Bourbon; and we engaged to make this Par- 
tition good by Aris. 

I do not enter into the Reaſons for and 
againſt this Treaty, which may be drawn 
from the particular Stipulations contain'd in 
it, but content myſelf to obſerve in general, 
what impolitick Meaſures we were at this 
Period betray'd into, by an over-weening De- 
fire to preſerve the Balance of Power ; and 
how much Reaſon we have to be always on 
our Guard againſt Errors of this Kind, fince 
a Prince, whom Genius and Experience had 
render'd the greateſt Man of his Age, was 


not exempt from them, but drew both Eng- 


land and Holland fatally into them. 
Whenever this Balance is in real Danger by 
the exorbitant Growth of one Power, or by 
the Union of more, other Princes and States 
will be alarm'd of courſe. All of them ought, 
and moſt of them will take Meaſures: for 
their common Security. But the w/e Coun—- 
cils amongſt them will, upon every ſuch Oc- 
caſion, proportion their Meaſures, and the 
Engagements they enter into, not according 
to the Nature of the Danger confider'd gene- 
rally, but according to the immediate or re- 
mote Relation, which it has to each of _ 
an 
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and according to the Strength, Situation, or 
any other Circumſtance, which may be pecu- 
liar to each of them. 

To do otherwiſe, would be to loſe Sight of 
our own particular Intereſt in the Purſuit of a 
common Intereſt, It would be nothing bet- 


ter than ſetting up for the Don Quixotes of 


the World, and engage to fight the Battles of 
all Mankind. The State, which keeps its 9w7 
particular Intereſt conſtantly i in View, has no 
invariable Rule to go by; and this Rule will 
direct and limit all its Proceedings in foreign 
Affairs; ſo that ſuch a State will frequently 
take no Share, and frequently a ſnall Share in 
the Diſputes of its Neighbours, and will never 
exert its whole Strength, but when its Whole 
is at Stake. But a State, who neglects to do 
This, has no Rule at all to go by, and muſt 
fight to negotiate, and negotiate to fight a- 
gain, as long as it is a State; becauſe, as long 
as it is a State, there will be Diſputes among 
its Neighbours, and ſome of theſe will pre- 
vail at one Time, and ſome at another, in 
the perpetual F lux and Reflux of human 
Affairs. 


If the Kings of France and Spain, and 


the Emperor, had made an Agreement a- 


mongſt themſelves, about the Succeſſion to 
the Dominions of Spain, conſiſtent with the 
common Intereſt of Europe, and conſidering 
the Partiality, which the Court of Spain had, 
at that Time, for the Houſe of Auſtria, there 
was little Room to fear, that ſuch an Agree- 
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ment would have been too favourable to the 
Houſe of Bourbon. If any ſuch Partition 


had been made, I ſay, no Objection would 


have remain'd, either as to the Right or Man- 
ner of making it, and we might have eſcaped 
a War. If theſe Princes had done nothing 
of this Kind, we might have been engaged 
upon the King of Spain's Death, as I faid be- 
fore, in a defenſive War, for preſerving the 
Dominions of our old Allies, and the Liber- 
ties of Europe, againſt the Uſurpations of our 
antient Enemy, But inſtead of waiting to 
be Auxiliaries in a defenſive War, we put 
ourſelves under a Neceſſity of being Princi- 
pals in an offenſive one; and by affecting to 
ſecure the Balance of Power, when we had 
neither - Call nor Right to meddle, we redu- 
ced our Affairs to this abjurd Alternative, that 
we mult either make an offenſive War as 
Principals, againſt the Emperor and Spain, in 
order to conquer for France, which wus 
equally impolitick and unjuſt, or againſt 
France and Spain, in order to conquer for 
the Emperor, under the greateſt Diſadvantages 
poſſible; which happen'd to be the Caſe. 

The Partition Treaties forced the King of 


Spain, to make a Will in favour of the Houſe 


of Bourbon; and the Spaniards threw them- 
{clves into the Arms of France, to prevent 
the Diſmemberment of their Monarchy. 
Thus was the Balance of Power loſt by 
our meddling where we had nothing to do, 
even before it could have been in Danger, if 
we 
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we had not meddled at all. We loſt it, and 
the Emperor knew that we muſt reſtore it 
for our own Sakes, which could be done no 
otherwiſe than by conquering for him ; and 


This he left us to do the beſt we could. 


While we fought his Battles, he lent us the 
Auſtrian Title, the Perſon of his Son, the 
preſent Emperor, and little elſe. We ne- 
glected every Thing, and facrificed every 
Thing in the Proſecution of this Quarrel- 
But the imperial Councils were ſo far from 
neglecting any Thing, or ſacrificing any Thing 
to it, that they ſeem'd wholly taken up for 


ſome Years in ſettling the Affairs of Hungary 


to their Satisfaction; and they ſacrificed to an 


idle Refinement in Politicks the greateſt 


Opportunity, which we ever had, or muſt 
ever hope to have; I mean that of deſtroying 
the naval Force of France, by the taking of 
Toulon. This they deliberately and almoſt 
avowedly hinder'd, 

If ever People were call'd upon to think of 
their ' own immediate Intereſts, we were ſo at 
this Time. Whether we could ther have put 


an End to the expenſive War, we were en- 


caged in for the Houſe of Auſtria, in a Man- 
ner conſiſtent with the puhlick Intereſt of 
Europe, Tam not able to determine. Certain 
it is in Fact, that far from entertaining any 
ſuch Thoughts, we redoubled our Spirit, and 
our Efforts in the Proſecution of the War. 


As we acquired new Allies, we enlarged our 


Engagements ; and as we obtain'd new Vic- 
tories, 
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tories, we extended our Views. The grand 
Alliance form'd by King William, for reſtor- 
ing a Balance of Power in Europe, propoſed 
no other Objects than /uficient Barriers, Se- 
curity to Trade, and reaſonable Satisfaction 
to the Houſe of Auſtria*, Theſe were 
thought, by that great Prince, all the Points 
neceſſary to be contended for. But inſtead 
of confining ourſelves to ſo narrow a Plan, 
we judged that the Balance of Power could 
not be effectually reſtored, unleſs we wreſted 
the whole Spani/h Monarchy from the Houſe 
of Bourbon, to give it to the Houſe of Au- 


ſtria. For this Prize we fought, and fought 


with as little Regard to all other Intereſts, as 
if we had defended our own Altars, and our 
own Houſes. 

Muſt we not acknowledge upon this Occa- 
fion, Sir, the Shortneſs of human Foreſight ? 
The very Meaſure, which we purſued at ſo 
great Expence of Blood and Treaſure, ( be- 
cauſe nothing leſs could ſecure the Balance of 
Power in Europe, and even the Trade of 
this Kingdom, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
againſt the Invaſions of France and the Pre- 
tender ) that very Meaſure would, it ſeems, 
have put all theſe into the utmoſt Peril. 

If we had ſucceeded in our Attempts to 


ſet the Crown of Spain on the Head of the 


preſent Emperor, and his Brother the Empe- 
ror 7o/epb had lived; would our Danger from 


0 Vide G. Al. Art. 8. 


tho 


75 
755 
22 
by 
Cy! 
82 
N 
8 
* 
a 
9 
"+ 
nd. - 
i 
WW 
£2 
695 2 
3 
5 
55 
0 * 
iS) 5 
E 
> 
JEET 
SY 
SS 
Nen. 
eo”. 
8 
ITED... 
RS. 
A x 
of 
8 3 
Dat 
. 
eu 
ET 
NN £6 
Daw 
FE 
Ft 
2 
AY 
re, 
3 
be 
3 
7 
25 
OP FU 
oO FFI 
ey 
$23, 
3 
3 
8 
be 
Sp 
r 
. 
1 
N 
- "44% 
3 
* 
25 I 
. 
b 25 1 
Tos 
3 
TN 
8 
25 bg 
ety 
A 
AER 
5 
ER 
PETIT 
WT 
Fe 4 
1 
8 
TEAS” 
. 
3 AW 
2 
* 
DS 
"> 
RTE 
e 
r. 
r 
8 
N 
1 
4 
* * 
n 
— L 
LN 
Ll 


(-44 ) 


the Union of theſe two Brothers not have been 
at leaſt as great, as that, which is apprehended 
from the Union of the preſent Emperor, and 
of the preſent King of Spain, Rivals almoſt 
from their Cradles, and by a long Courſe of 
Oppoſition, ſuch inveterate Enemies, that 
they could hardly be kept, as the Enquirer 
aſſures us, within the Bounds of common De- 
cency towards one another, by all the Addreſs 
of two powerful Mediators in a publick 
Treaty? Might not the ſame Addreſs, as 
threw theſe Enemies into one another's Arms, 
(for it will appear they did not run thither ſo 
unaccountably) and united them in Defgns de- 
ftrufive to the Commerce and Rights of other 
Nations, have ſucceeded equally well be- 
tween the two Brothers, eſpecially ſince in 
this Caſe there would have been but Half the 
Work to do? The Union would have been 
form'd to our Hands, and our Addreſs could 
only have been ſhewn, in giving ſuch pro- 
per Provocations, as might have inſpired the 

Deſigns. | 
Would Charles have been leſs favourable 
to the Trade of his Brother's Subjects, at any 
Place in the Auſtrian Dominions, than Philip 
ſhews himſelf to the Trade of the Subjects of 
Charles? Would Fo/eph not have concurr'd 
to aſſiſt his Brother to regain Gibraltar, and 
the Iſland of Minorca ; at leaft, as zealouſly, 
as we can ſuppoſe, that Charles concurs to 
aſſiſt Philip, either by good Offices, or, if 
you pleaſe to have it ſo, by Force of Arms ? 
| Would 
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Would not a League between the two Bro- 
thers have been as much a Poprjh League, 
as that, which we are ſo much alarm'd at, be- 
tween the ſurviving Brother, and the preſent 
King of Spain? Would not the firſt have 
made Uſe of the Pretender, as the latter is 
faid to do, and as every Prince or State, with 
whom we happen to be at Variance, may be 
provoked to do ? In ſhort, I may fafely chal- 
lenge the Author of the Enquiry, as great a 
Caſuiſt as he is, to ſhew any Difference be- 
tween the two Caſes, which I have compared 
together, except this, that we might have 
been expoſed to greater Dangers from that 
Settlement of Europe, which we fought to 
bring about, than we are, or can probably 
be expoſed to, from that, which we were fo 
ſollicitous to prevent. But the Caſe is ſtill 
ſtronger than I have put it. For even after 
the Death of the Emperor Joſe pb, his preſent 
Imperial Majeſty, continued his Claim to the 
whole Spaniſi Monarchy ; and You, and J, 
and many of us, continued to ſupport his 
Claim, and oppoſed, with all our Force, the 
Negotiations of Peace, which were begun 
upon a different Principle. Happily we fail'd | 
of Succeſs. The many, who remonſtrated, 
that we were haſtening apace, to make him a 
Power too great, and too formidable; and 
and that we ſhould find in him, at laſt, the 
Enemy we then dreaded only in another, pre- 
vail'd, Had they not, in what a Condition 
ſhould we have been at this Time ? ys 
the 


5 

the Emperor have been more grateful, or leſe 
powerful, with the Crown of Spain and the 
Indies, added to ſo many others ? If the 
Union between him, and the King of Spain, 
is ſo formidable to us, how much more Rea- 
ſon ſhould we have had, to apprehend the 
Conſequences to onr Trade, and in the End 
to our Liberties, and our Religion, them- 
ſelves; if theſe divided Powers, had been 
united in the fame ungrateful Perſon, as it is 
the Mode at preſent to call the Emperor ? 

If Don Carlos ſhould marry the eldeſt 
Arch-Ducheſs, if the Emperor ſhould die 
without Iſſue Male, if the King of France 
ſhould die without Iflue Male, if the Prince 
of Aſturias ſhould die without Iſſue Male, 
and the Princes of the Blood in France and 
Spain ſhould not ſupport the Validity of the 
Renunciations, all which is within the Bounds 
of Poſlibility ; © Don Carlos may be at once 


Emperor, King of France, and King of 


“Spain; and have the vaſt Strength and 
« Riches of all theſe Powers united and cen- 


« ter d in him,” This terrible Object ſtares - 


our ſpeculative Enquirer in the Face, and 
diſturbs his Head. It diſturbs very probably 
thoſe excellent Heads, who ſet him a ſerib- 
bling, who can ſee fo far into Futurity at pre- 
ſent ; and who, not very long ago, were un- 
able to diſcern the neareſt and moſt probable 
Events. Let us conſider now, what Conſe- 
quence of this Kind might have happen'd ; 
if, for ſecuring a Balance of Power in Exrepe, 
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the preſent Emperor had been likewiſe King 
of Spain, If then the King of France, in- 
ſtead of marrying the Daughter of Staniſlaus, 
had marry'd the eldeſt Daughter of the Em- 
eror, which ſurely had been within the 
Bounds of Poſſibility; there would remain 
but one Chance at this Time, viz. The Em- 
eror having a Son, to ſave us from the Com- 
bination of ſuch a Power, as would in reality 
form what we commonly, tho' improperly, 
call Unziver/al Monarchy ; ſince there would 
be nothing elſe, which could hinder Lewis 
XV from being King of France, of Spain, 
and of the Weſt-Indies, Maſter of all the 
Auſtrian Dominions ; and, by Conſequence, 
Emperor. The Truth I would inculcate by 
what I have ſaid is this, that as the Parti- 
tion Treaty threw too much Weight into the 
Scale of Bourbon, to the Deſtruction of the 
Balance of Power in Europe; ſo the neceſſary 
Conſequence of the War we made to reſtore 
this Balance muſt have been, if we had ſuc- 
ceeded according to our Deſires, to deſtroy it 
again, by throwing too much Weight into 
the Scale of Auſtria. This has been proved 
by the Event, and the Enquirer demonſtrates 
it, or he demonſtrates nothing. 
As far, therefore, as we have brought this 
Deduction, that is, to the End of the laſt War; 


it is manifeſt that the Notion of preſerving a 


Balance of Power in Europe has, for the 


Reaſons touch'd upon above, and which 
every Man will extend in his own Thoughts, 
proved 
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proved to us like an Ignis fatuus ; in the 
Purſuit of which we have been led from 
Difficulty to Difficulty, and from Danger to 
Danger. 11 

If we enquire whether the Treaties of 
Utrecht and Baden did afford us an Opportu- 
nity of correcting our Errors, and of profiting 
by our Experience, it will be found that the 
did; ſince all the Points, which had been in 
Conteſt were then ſettled, and this Settlement 
acquieſced in by all the Parties to the War, 
except the Emperor, Who kept up ſtill his 
Claim againſt Philip V. 

But the keeping up this Claim could not 
have endanger'd the publick Tranquility. He 
was unable to attack Spain for want of a 
maritime Force, or even Sicily, which was 
cover'd befides by the Guaranty of the Neu- 
trality of Italy; and this Neutrality ſerved 
likewiſe to hinder Span from attacking him. 
There might have been a War of the Pen, 
and there could have been no other between 
them. 

At the worſt, if the King of Spain had 
invaded any Part of 1/aly, the Guarantees of 
the Neutrality might eaſily have prevented 
ſuch an Attempt ; and in ſo doing they 
would have obſerved the Treaties, and kept 
the Peace, far from breaking either one or 
the other. 


In ſuch a State of foreign Affairs, we had 


certainly an Opportunity of looking carefully 


after our own. The King of Spain had no 
Pretence 
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Pretence to aſk for any Alteration in the Set- 
tlement ſo lately eſtabliſh'd with his own 
Conſent ; and the Emperor could not have 
complain'd of his Majeſty for obſerving Trea- 
ties, which he would not have made, but 
which he found made; nor for refuſing to 
enter info a new War on this Account, 
Whether we improved this Opportunity, 
or not, what our preſent Condition is, and 
by what Steps we have been reduced to it, I 
leave to the Enquiry of ſome Perſon more 
capable than myſelf. Let it ſuffice, that I 
have endeavour'd to remove ſome Deluſions, 
which have affected even Men of the beſt 
Underſtandings, and the beſt Intentions; and 
to prepare the Minds of my Countrymen to 
conſider, at this critical Point of Time, what 
our national Intereſt really is, without being 
biaſs'd in their Judgments, by what they may 


have thought of it on any former Occaſions. 


I am, 
Moſt Noble S1s, 
Your Honour's 
molt devoted Servant, 


February 3, 
1726-7. The Occaſional Writer. 


POST. 


© 40") 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Us T after I had ſent theſe Sheets to the 

Preſs, a Paper, intitled, A Letter to the 
Occaſional Writer, was brought to me. I have 
read this ſtiff pedantick Piece, with more 
Attention than it deſerves, though I read it 
curſorily ; and, notwithſtanding the Pains 
which the Author takes to paſs for you, I am 
ready to acquit es of the Scandal. You 
would certainly bave writ better, and your 
Pen at leaſt would not have appear'd ſo 
near a-kin to that of the Craft/man Extra- 
ordinary. 

Who this Author ſuppoſes the Occaſional 
Writer to be, I cannot gueſs. Such a Wretch 
as he deſcribes is, I believe, to be found no 
where, nor even ſuch an Image of Guilt and 
Miſery any where, except in the Horrors of 
his own Mind. I ſhall therefore, with a de- 
cent Contempt for this ſcurrilous Scribbler, 
and without any Concern about his im.: 
nary Correſpondent, continue theſe inoffen- 
ſive Letters, in great Tranquility and Sedate- 
neſs, as often as Occaſion invites me, or as I 


find myſelf in the Humour, 
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The Occaſional Writer: 


Number III. 


To the ſame. 


—— Onis te, Fuvenum confidentifſi 77 me, noſtras 

Fuſfit adire Domos? Duidve hinc petis? inquit. At ille, 

Says m_ ſeis ipſe; neque eſt te fallere cuiquam. 
Vi&e. 


Moſt Noble 81 R, 


HEN I writ the Poſtſcript to 
my laſt Letter, I believed firm- 
ly that the Anſwer to the Occa- 
fional Writer was neither writ 
by you, nor publiſh'd by your Order. Many 
Conſiderations determined me to this Opinion, 
For Inſtance; I could not think, that in order 
to vent yourſelf in a Fit of Railing, you 
would draw a Picture out of your own Ima- 
gination, which cannot paſs for that of the 
Perſon, who writ to you, even in the low and 
vile Character he aſſumed, and which you 
will hardly venture to own that you meant 
to be the Reſemblance of any Man in Br1- 
tain. I could not perſuade myſelf that you 
would give Occaſion, as I apprehend very 


much that you may have done, to the draw- 


ing of another Picture after the Life, which 
| - no 


2 


EI 


TT M3 
fo one will miſtake, and which you will not 
be curious to place in your Collection of 
Paintings. I have, with the reſt of Mankind, 
a great Regard for ſome of your Friends but 
J have, with the reſt of Mankind likewiſe, a 
great Regard for your particular Enemies, 


among whom it ſeem'd impoſſible to me that 


you, who know them ſo well, ſhould pre- 
ſume to find either Slaves or Criminals, or 
inſolvent Debtors. I dare affirm, that there 
is not one of them, who ever mortgaged his 
Eftate for more than its value, or reduced 
5 near the Neceſſity of living 22 N 
uUT0N 
Theſe are ſome of the Motives, wh bin 
duced me to acquit you of the Scanda „as I 
then thought it, of writing this N But 


upon better Information, and farther Reflec- 


tion, I have changed my Opinion; and I ſee 
nothing inconſiſtent with my Reſpect for you, 
in believing that you did write it. 

As great an Advantage as it is in all the 
Affairs of Life for a Man to keep his Tem- 
per, it is often excuſable, and perhaps ſome- 
times even Praiſe-worthy, to loſe it. When 
a Miniſter is contradicted in Matters relating 
to his Adminiſtration, and when buſy People 
ſhall preſume to aſk his Reaſons, inſtead of 
ſubmitting to his Authority, can we wonder 
if his Paſſion tranſports him into Rhodomon- 
tades, and if he behaves himſelf a little wild- 
ly ? But when the Virtue of a Miniſter like 
you, whoſe whole Life has been one bright 
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Example of publick and private Virtue, ſhall 
be ſuſpected, ſo far as to be tempted to Paſ- 

fion ; who can refuſe him even Applauſe, if 
his generous Soul, tranſported with a juſt In- 

dignation, . breathes forth ſuch Expreſſions, 

as might, upon a leſs Occaſion, paſs for inde- 

cent Ribaldry? 

This was your Caſe, moſt noble Sir, in the 
Trial, which I preſumed lately to make, with 
too much Boldneſs perhaps, but ſurely with 
a very good Deſign. A Man writes to you 
from his Garret, deſcribes himſelf as a proſti- 
tute Scribbler, and offers you the Service of his 
Pen ; this, and this alone appears to you ; 
upon which a noble Indignation ſeizes you, 
and you ſtrike boldly, though you ſtrike in 
the Dark ; there is really ſomewhat fine in 
this Sally of Reſentment, and it confirms, in 
the higheſt Degree, the Sentiments I have 
long entectain'd of your Integrity, of your 
Ability, and of a certain Grace, which accom- 
panies and gives a Luſtre to every Part of 
your Conduct. | 

The Share I have had in this Adventure, 
affords me great Satisfaction. Your Anger 
fell on a feign'd Character, and hurts me not; 
but the Honour of having drawn an Anſwer 
from a firſt Miniſter, and an Anſwer in print, 
accrues to me, and is ſuch a one, as the 
greateſt of our weekly Authors could never 
boaſt. 

Give me Leave therefore to be tranſported 
in my Turn, but to be tranſported with Joy, 
and 
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and to inſert an Abſtract of your Anſwer in 
this Paper, as Balzac placed at the Head of 


his Works a Letter from the Cardinal de 
Richlieu. I conſult my own Honour, it muſt 


be confeſs d, in doing this, but I conſider ſtill 
more that juſt Applauſe and Admiration, 
which I, with the reſt of the World, am ob- 
liged on this Occaſion to give you. 

To thoſe Parts of the Occaſional Writer's 
Letter, which ſhew that you are at this Junc- 
ture in want of ſuch Services, as the Scoun- 
dre] he perſonated might be fit to do, you 
make no Reply. The Want you ſeem to 
admit, but the Offer of Service you reject ; 
let the Publick hear in what Manner. 


Abſtra of the M. ”s ANSWER 
| to the Occaſional Writer. 


Pag. 1. H O' you have not ſign'd your 
Ft Name, I know you. Becaule, 
* a Man, who is without all Principles of Ho- 


* neſty, who in no one thing can be rely'd 


* upon, a Betrayer of his Friend, a Traitor 
* to his Prince, an Enemy to his Country, a 
** perjured, ungrateful, unfaithful Raſcal, muſt 
ce be Jou; one, who is a Compoſition of all 
© theſe, can be only oz. 

Pag. 2. You are an infamous Fellow, 
* who make a Reputation of doing Miſ- 
** chief ; and Heroftratus and Nero, were not 
** greater Villains than Y. 
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* You are of ſo profligate a Character, that 
* in your Proſperity no Body envy'd you, 
* and in your Diſgrace no Body pities you. 

* You were in the Intereſt of France, and 
* of the Pope, as hath appear'd by your Wri- 
* tings, and you went out of the Way to fave 
«© yourſelf from the Gallows. | 

Pag. 3. You are a Fellow, who have no 
*© Conſcience at all, or a damnable complying 
one; and if you would lend it to me, it 
ce would be of no uſe to me. 

* You have uo Abilities; you are an eman- 
ce cipated Slave, a proſcribed Criminal, and an 
« anjſokvent Debtor ; and I am not in ſuch a 
<« deſperate forlorn Condition, to employ a 
“Fellow, who hath »o Talents. 

Pag. 4. © You have been a Traitor, and 
* ſhould be uſed like one. And I love my 
« Maſter ſo well, that I will never adviſe him 
e to uſe you, left you ſhould joſtle me out of 
« my Employment. 

The Majority are of my Opinion. One 
*« Side rails at you, the other diſlikes you; 
* and that Palinurus would deſerve to be 
* drown'd indeed, who let you have the Rud- 
der, if he could help it. 

Pag. 5. Ido not value what You or your 


Company ſay of me; neither am I to be 


* frighted with a parliamentary Scrutiny. 
** You rail at me, becauſe you envy me; and 


© I deſpiſe all that a Man in the Impotence 


© of Diſgrace can do againſt me, who could 


TT Sad 


5 


et never terrify me in the Zenith of his 
Power. 


Then follow theſe admirable Arguments. 


Pag. 6,7, 8. I. You may talk what you 
* will of France, Spain, and the Emperor, 
* Power is fluctuating, and perhaps, I know 
* who is Britain's Enemy as well as another. 
* Il. Though we did lend the Emperor a 
** helping Hand, we are not to let him do 
** what he pleaſes ; and when we ſet him up, 
it was good Politicks, and now it is equally 
** good to take him down. III. I don't gue- 
* gion but we ſhall humble him. IV. I muſt 
A tell you plainly, You and I, as to Foreign 
Affairs, differ widely in Opinion. V. When 
* our Neighbours grow ſaucy and encroach- 
ing, it is high Time to look about us, and 
* not to be taken napping, VI. I know you 
* are like the Emperor, becauſe he is like 
* yourſelf in Ingratitude ; and you hate our 
* Friend France, becauſe you were well re- 
** ceived there, | 

* It any Body fays any Thing of me, 
e pray, tell them ALL THESE THINGS, 
But for all that, I will not give you an Em- 
* ployment.. | 

know you to be ſo hot-headed, that 
hen you have read this, you will vent all 
* your Malice againſt me. But I do not 
value it; for I would rather have you my 
* Enemy than my Friend. | 
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* Change your Names, and be as abuſive 
* and ſcurrilous as you pleaſe, I ſhall find 
*© you out. I am Ariftzus; you are Proteus. 
* You may change to a Flame, a Lyon, a 
Bull, or a Bear, I ſhall know you, baffle 
* you, conquer you, and contemn you. All 
* your Oppoſition will redound to my Ho- 
** nour and Glory. And ſo, Sir, I ſcorn your 
*© proffer'd Services. Sir, 


% Your moſt, &c.” 


How great! how free ! how bold ! how 
generous | Well may thoſe, who have the 
Honour of a near Approach to you, extol the 
noble Openneſs of your Nature, which diſ- 

lays itſelf in this uncommon Manner ; and 
think that Temper in a Stateſman truly ad- 
mirable, which loſes itfelf ſo gloriouſly. Did 
ever Miniſter ſpeak ſo plainly, or lay himſelf 
ſo open to any Man, and eſpecially to ſuch a 
Man, as you ſuppoſed yourſelf writing to at 
that Time? Far from diſcovering Hatred and 
Contempt of ſuch Wretches, Perſons in your 
Situation have generally encouraged, and even 
fear d them. Nay, they have ſometimes 
aſpired to be themſelves of that Claſs ; and 
Senecas Apocolocynthoſis upon Claudius, is 
not the ſole Inſtance of Miniſters, who have 
dipp'd their Pens in Satyr, to rail at the Me- 
mory of a dead Prince. | 

But now, after this honourable Declaration, 


which you have made, after this great Ex- 
ample, which you have given, let eyery mer- 


cenary 


"7 "iP 13 
cenary Scribbler, every Tool of ſecret Service, 
tremble and deſpair. Long may you live, 
molt noble Sir, the juſt Model of a Miniſter, 
who ſcorns the Aſſiſtance of Flattery, Fal- 
ſhood, Artifice, or Corruption. 

I have devoted myſelf to your Service, and 
ſhall certainly attend you through every Stage 
of your Fortune; as long as we both draw 
vital Air, you ſhall feel the Effects of my 
Zeal in your Cauſe, and I promiſe you very 


ſolemnly, that from henceforward I will live. 


for no other Purpoſe ; ſo that I am perſuaded, 
you will hear with Pleaſure the three Engage- 
ments, which I think it proper to take with 
the Publick and with you. 

The firſt is, that my Pen ſhall conſtantly 
reſerve Decency and good Manners ; and 
ſhall never be ſtain'd with any Abuſe of par- 
ticular Perſons, I will chaſtiſe Vice, I will 
expoſe Folly, and I will combat Error, where- 
ever I find them. But I will never touch up- 
on any unalterable Defects in Figure, in Fa- 
mily, in Birth, in any kind whatſoever ; 
much leſs will I allow myſelf to hint at any 

particular Scandal, or even to mention an 
real Misfortune, which may equally befal the 
beſt and the worſt of Men ; unleſs I am forced 
by my Subject to it, and unleſs I can ſoften 
the Evil by the very Manner of recalling it 
to Memory. To attack a Vice, a Folly or 
an Error, is Correction. To attack the Per- 
ſon, is Defamation. He, who writes an In- 
yective, does a filly Thing, becauſe he loſes 
| 1 his 
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his End > and the wiſeſt of Men has ſaid, He 


that uttereth Slander is a Fool. Even Truth 
loſes its Force in an Invective, as it does in a 
Panegyrick ; in one, it 1s thrown into the 
Lump with Malice, in the other, with Flat- 
tery ; and he, who is guilty of the firſt, that 
is, he who writes againſt the Man, not againſt 
8 Crimes, his Follies, or his Errors, ſeldom 
proves any thing more than his own Envy, 
and the other's Superiority, To conclude 
this Head, he, who writes an Invective, does 


a baſe and wicked Thing ; becauſe his De- 


fign is to diſturb the Quiet, and deſtroy the 

Peace of another Man, but not to reform him, 

or to ſerve the Publick. The Pen of ſuch a 

Writer, like one of thoſe Scourges, of which 

the pr ofound Meibomius has writ ſo lear nedly, 

while it chaſtiſes the Perſon, ſerves only to 
rovoke the Vice. 

The ſecond Obligation, which I lay myſelf 
under, and which equally becomes a Man, 
who writes in the Cauſe of Truth, is that of 
intire Di/enterefleaneſs. 

I know the Generoſity of your Nature, I 
know what Places and Penſions have been the 
Rewards of ſome very mean Performances in 
Verie and Proſe ; and that R. R. State-Writer, 
of whom we are obliged to aſk Blefling, is 
molt certainly not at the Head of our Pro- 
feſſion. Theſe Examples, and a due Conſi- 
deration of the Importance of my Services, 
teach me ſufficiently what Expectations 1 
might entertain, without any Riſque of a 


Di 


7 

E 9 3 

Diſappointment. But I have neither Ambi- 
tion of this Kind, nor Avarice. My Fortune 
is above wanting the Neceſſaries, and my 
Philoſophy above wanting the Superfluities of 
Life. I therefore diſcharge you from all Ob- 


ligation of rewarding my Services; and I with | 


for the ſake of your Eate, your Honour, and 


your Safety, my Example was likely to be fol- 


low'd. | 
When we behold a great Man among a 
Croud of diſintereſted Friends, we know that 


they follow his Virtues, : and his Merit; when 


we hear an Orator bring over the Majority of 
an unprejudiced Audience to his Opinion, we 
muſt impute it to the Force of his Eloquence. 
But ſurely it is as rare for a Miniſter to have 
diſintereſted Friends, as an unprejudiced Au- 
dience, ſo that a Number of Followers can 
be no Proof of his perſonal Virtues, or a Ma- 

jority of his Eloquence. | 
The Antients placed great Happineſs in 
their inemptæ dapes; I would rather you 
ſhould place yours in the inempti amici. But 
alas! Sir, as amiable as you are, this Happi- 
neſs will hardly fall to your Lot, in our de- 
generate Age; and I know not whether to 
maintain your Power, you may not be forced 
to tarniſh the Luſtre of your glorious Admi- 
niſtration. The King has indeed the Hearts 
of the People; his Service will always be 
{upported by a national Concurrence, becauſe 
his Views are always directed to the national 
(500d, This Part is eaſy and fecure, but when 
0 once 
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once Men come to diſtinguiſh between the 


King's Service and yours, there will ariſe an- 


other Part not ſo eaſy nor ſecure. You have 


| blended them pretty artfully together hitherto, 


but I doubt the Diſcrimination 1s at Hand. 
When that comes, you will be reduced to a 
melancholy Alternative ; which I beg you to 
think of, and to prepare for. To quit your 
Power and your Pretenſions, and to quit them 
before you have eſtabliſh'd in your Room that 
dear Brother of yours, who does you ſo much 
Service at home, by tiring the „and the 
Nation ſo much Honour abroad by divertin 
the C— of F-—, would indeed be hard. 
But, on the other Hand, be pleaſed to confider 
that this Nation has gone very far into Cor- 
ruption already, that there is a Point of Cor- 
ruption, to which no Nation can arrive and 
recover their Liberties, if they are loſt; or 
even preſerve them, if they are not loſt, ac- 
cording to Machiavel's Obſervation ; and 
that whoever is the Inſtrument of plunging 
his Country irretrievably into this Abyſs, I 
uſe a Word you ſeem fond of, will fall into a 
terrible Abyſs himſelf, and have no Superiority 
any where, but where the Briber ſtands be- 
fore the Bribed, as the Devil ſtands before 
the Sinner. 

You ſee, Sir, how my Zeal tranſports me, 
and carries me upon the leaſt Hint, which 
may be improved to your Honour or Service, 
eyen out of my Subject. I return to it, _— 

8 


| ( 02 3 
the third Engagement, which I take is to ob- 
ſerve a ſtrict Impartiality. 

To do otherwiſe, would be to act contrary 
to my Nature, and to the Dictates of my 
Reaſon. I have a natural Abhorrence of In- 
juſtice, and I conſider'd, when I firſt drew m 
Pen, in how particular a Manner it behoves 
us political Writers to be on our Guard, a- 
gainſt falling into any Partiality. The Judge 
is circumſcribed by Forms, to the Obſervance 
of which he is bound ; he has the Law open 
before him ; the Parties, on whom he fits in 


Judgment, are generally indifferent to him, 


and far from having any of his Paſſions a wa- 
ken'd, the whole Man is ſometimes prone to 
Sleep. When there is Room to ſuſpect a 
Judge of Partiality in a particular Caſe, it is 
agreeable to the Practice of ſome Countries 
that he ſhould decline preſiding at the Trial, 
or be obliged to withdraw at the Requiſition 
of the Party. With all theſe, and many other 
Precautions, which wiſe Conſtitutions have 
eſtabliſh'd, it is neither eaſy nor ſafe for the 
venerable Sages of the Law to exerciſe Par- 
tiality, But we political Writers are not un- 
der the ſame Reſtraints, and are expoſed to 
ſtrong Temptations. No Forms are preſcri- 
bed to regulate our Proceedings, no particu- 
lar Laws, adapted to the particular Caſes, 
which may occur, lie open before us. The 
umm Law of Reaſon is the only Rule we 
have to follow; the Application of this Rule 
requires the moſt nice exactneſs, and we are 


obliged 


( 62 ) 
obliged to make this Application often, in 
pronouncing Judgment on Men and Things, 
when we are the moſt warmly engaged in 
thoſe civil Conteſts, which the Duty of our 
Profeſſion expoſes us to, and even when our 
Tempers are ruffled by Oppoſition. From 
which Conſideration, the Difficulty of preſerv- 
ing a ſtrict Inpartiality may evidently ap- 
pear ; give me Leave, however, to illuſtrate 
this Matter a little farther. ws 
In the Athenian Commonwealth, the Citi- 
zen, who took no Side, was deem'd indifferent 
to the publick Good, and was branded for 
his infamous Neutrality. Now, if ſuch an 
Obligation as this lay upon every private 
Citizen, in that democratical Government, it 
is certain, that we publick Perſons, at leaſt, 
ought to think ourſelves under the fame Obli- 
gation, even in this limited Monarchy of 
ours. Indifference muſt be a Crime in us, to 
be rank'd but one Degree below Treachery ; 
for deſerting the Commonwealth is next to 
betraying it. Our Duty muſt oblige us in all 
publick Diſputes to take the beſt Side, and to 
eſpouſe it with Warmth ; this Warmth will 
beget Warmth ; for you know, Sir, that the 
worſt Side is not always the worſt defended. 
Provocations will multiply daily, and we may 
be attack'd in the moſt ſenſible Parts. You, 
Sir, yourſelf, may for aught I know be in- 
ſulted, and your ſpotleſs Character may be 
defiled by ſome ſaucy Scribbler ; in this licen- 
tious Age, nothing is held ſacred ; under the 
ſpecious 


(3 ) 

ſpecious Pretence of Free-thinking, the Pro- 
vidence, and the very Being of God, have 
been openly call'd in Queſtion, and Reflec- 
tions on your Adminiſtration may poſſibly 
ſteal into the World. 

. Suppoſe, for a Moment, that any Thing 
ſo monſtrous as this ſhould happen, that you 
ſhould be directly inveigh'd againſt, or which 
perhaps is more poignant ironically com- 
mended, and then conſider how difficult it 
would be for a profeſs'd Admirer of you, 
heated in the Conteſt, to keep his Temper, 
and to preſerve his Impartiality ; you muſt 
agree with me, the Taſk would be extremely 
difficult. 

But I am ſure you will agree likewiſe, that 

as difficult as it would be, a conſcientious Man 
ought to impoſe it upon himſelf, 
Ihe ill Effects of Partiality in us political 
Writers, when it carries us to give unjuſt and 
falſe Repreſentations of Men and Things, 
will not be thought of little Moment by you, 
who labour for Fame, and expect a great 
Part of your Reward from Poſterity, as.Po- 
{terity is to receive a great Part of the Advan- 
tages, which your ww2/e and virtuous Admini- 
ſtration procures, in reviving, ſupporting, 
and extending Credit, in opening ſo comfort- 
able a Proſpect of the Payment of our Debts, 
in ſtrengthning us abroad bY ſo many beneficial 
Alliances, and above all in amending our Mo- 
rals, by the total Diſcouragement of every 
kind of Artifice and Corruption. 
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The Civil Magiſtrate may give away a 
Man's Eſtate, or take away his Life ; but we 
can do, and often have done more ; we ſet 
the general Characters and particular Actions 
of Men in what Light we pleaſe, and deliver 
them down, ſometimes very unjuſtly, under 
the moſt amiable, or the moſt hateful Colours 
to future Ages; for the raſh Sentence we pro- 
nounce 1s eagerly received, and. as eagerly 
tranſmitted by thoſe, who are animated with 
the fame Paſſion. 

In this Manner are unjuſt, and even falſe 
Repreſentations eſtabliſh'id, They become 
the general Opinion of Mankind, and then, 
although our Works ſhould grow out of Date 
as faſt as a Gazette, which it muſt be con- 
fels'd happens very frequently; yet ſtill the 
Miſchief is done, the Hiſtorian perpetuates 
the Slander, which the Politician broach'd, 
and triumphs in the cotemporary Authority, 
upon which he writes to ſerve the preſent 
Turn, or to ſatisfy Reſentment of Party; 
ſuch Perſons as have no other Crime but that 
of differing in Opinion from us, and ſuch 
Events as have no other Demerit, but our 
Diſlike of the Perſons, who bring them about, 
are loaded with Infamy. Poſterity is impoſed 
upon as well as the preſent Age, and the Chil- 
dren continue the Fathers Vengeance,  with- 
out having the Fathers Provocation. 

This faint Sketch of ſome Conſequences 
that follow the Partiality of political Writers, 
and of the Danger wherein we all ſtand of 

. | being 


t of } 


being tranſported by our own Paſſions, or 
hurry'd by thoſe of other People, ſo far to be 
anſwerable for ſuch Conſequences, may ſuffice 
to ſhew how much Reaſon there is for a 
Man, who undertakes the Career I am enter- 
ing upon, to be watchful over himſelf, and to 


lay himſelf under as ſtrong a Reftraint as I do 


by this ſolemn Engagement. 

Indeed, as the World goes, it is only by 
running into Extremes that a State-Writer 
can effectually pleaſe his Party, or ſerve him- 
ſelf ; the Eye of Party ſees nothing but quite 
white, or quite black, obſerves no Degrees 
between them, and can diſtinguiſh no middle 
Colour that partakes of both. The greateſt 
Genius in Writing, may be expoſed to ſhare 
the Fate of the greateſt Genie in Painting. 
Annibal Garache, who follow'd Nature and 
Truth with the utmoſt Exactneſs, found his 
nobleſt Works diſcountenanced and neglected. 
He thereupon adviſed Guido and Caravagio, 
his two favourite Scholars, to take quite an- 
other Manner, to trace nothing faithfully, 
but to outrage all they repreſented, the one 
by painting in the darkeſt, and the other in 
the lighteſt Manner. By theſe Means both 
of them were ſure of Admirers, and both of 
them grew rich, 

To imitate theſe Painters, is all our Party- 
Writers aim at ; whether their Manner be 
black or white, Satyr, or Panegynck, no 
Matter. Their Principle is to lay their Co- 
lours on thick, and to be equally in an Ex- 
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( 66 ) 

treme. But I hope, for my own Part, to 
prove that I am not of this Number. On 
the contrary, I will endeavour to excel in a 
much more difficult Way, in Softenings and 
middle Teints; and yet by theſe to form a 
Manner ſo ſtrong, as ſhall be ſufficient for 
my own Reputation, and for your Service. 
To you, who have ſo ſine a Taſte in Paint- 
ing, this Attempt will, I flatter myſelf, be 
agreeable, and will ſecure the Continuance of 
your Favour to, 


moſt noble Sin, 


your Honour's 
moſt devoted Servant, 


February 13, 


1720-7. the Occaſional Writer, 
| 4 1 a 
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The firſt VISION of CAMILICK. a 
5 | 
In Hoc Si6No vices. al 
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T JAVING as yet given the Reader little ＋ 
beſides grave Diſcourſes on publick th 
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Matters, and foreſeeing that, during the 
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fion of Parliament, I ſhall be obliged to con- 
tinue daily in the fame Track, I am willing 
to take this one Opportunity of preſenting 
him with ſomething, which has no Relation 
at all to publick Affairs, but is of a Nature 
purely amuſing, and entirely void of Reflec- 
tion upon any. Perſon whatſoever. 

My Friend Alvarex (a Man not unknown 
to many here, by his frequent Journies to 


England) did ſome Time fince make me a 


Preſent of a Perſian Manuſcript, which he 
met with while he follow'd the- Fortunes of 
Meriweis. An exact Tranſlation of the firſt 
Chapter has been made, at my Requeſt, by 
the learn'd Mr. Solomon Negri, and is as 
follows. | | 


irie VISION 


N the Name of God, ever merciful, and 

of Haly his Prophet. I flept in the Plains 
of Bagdad, and I dreamed a Dream. I lifted 
my Eyes, and I ſaw a vaſt Field, pitch'd with 
the Tents of the mighty, and the ſtrong ones 
of the Earth in Array of Battle. I obſerved 
the Arms and Enfigns of either Hoſt. In the 
Banners of the one were pictured a Crown 
and Sceptre ; and upon the Shields of the Sol- 
diers were engraven Scourges, Chains, iron 
Maces, Axes, and all kinds of Inſtruments of 
Violence. The Standards of the other bore 
the Crown and Sceptre alſo ; but the Devices 
on the Shields were the Balance, the Olive 
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Wreath, the Plough-Share, and other emble- 


matical Figures of Juſtice, Peace, Law, and 
Liberty. Between theſe two Armies, I ſaw 


a King come forth, and ſign a large Roll of 


Parchment ; at which loud Shouts of Accla- 
mation were heard from every Quarter. The 
Roll itſelf flew up into the Air, and appear'd 
over their Heads, encompaſs'd with Rays of 
Glory. I obſerved that where ever the ſecond 
Army moved, this glorious Apparition at- 
tended them; or rather the Army ſeem'd on- 
ly to move, as That guided or directed. Soon 
after, I ſaw both theſe Hoſts engaged, and 
the whole Face of the Land overſpread with 
Blood. I faw the King, who had ſign'd and 
broken that /acred Charter, drink out of a 
golden Cup, fall into Convulſions, gaſp and 
die. as: 

I then ſaw another King take his Place; 
who, in the moſt folemn Manner, engaged 
to make the Words contain'd in the Roll the 
Guide of his Actions; but notwithſtanding 
This, I faw both Armies again encounter. 
I faw the King a Priſoner. I ſaw his Son 
relieve him, and I faw the Chiefs of the 
other Army — to Death. Yet that victori- 
ous Son himſelf bow'd his Head to the Parch- 
ment ; which now appear'd with fuller Luſtre 
than before. Several other Battles enſued, 
with vaſt Slaughter on both Sides ; during 
which the celeſtial Volume was ſometimes 
clouded over ; but ſtill again exerted its Rays, 
and after every Cloud appear'd the berg: 

Job. 


2 
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obſerved thoſe Heroes, who fought beneath 
it, though ever ſo unfortunate, not once to 
abate their Courage, while they had the leaſt 
Glimpſe of that heavenly Apparition in their 
View ; and even Thoſe, IS I ſaw over- 
thrown, pierced with ghaſtly Wounds, and 
panting in Death, reſign'd their Lives in 
Smiles, and with Eyes caſt up to that glorious 
Object. At laſt the long Contention ceaſed. 
I beheld both Armies unite and move together 
under the ſame Influence. I ſaw one Kin 
twelve Times bow down before the bright 
Phenomenon ; which from thence-forward 
ſpread a Light over the whole Land ; and, 
deſcending nearer to the Earth, the Beams of 
it grew ſo warm as it approach'd, that the 
Hearts of the Inhabitants leap'd for Joy. The 
Face of War was no more. The ſame Fields, 
which had ſo long been the Scene of Death 
and Deſolation, were now cover'd with gol- 
den Harveſts. The Hills were cloath'd with 
Sheep. The Woods ſung with Gladneſs. 
Plenty laugh'd in the Valleys. Induſtry, 
Commerce, and Liberty danced hand in hand 
through the Cities. > 
While I was delighting myſelf with this 
amiable Proſpect, the Scene entirely changed. 
The Fields and Armies vaniſh'd; and I ſaw a 
large and magnificent Hall, reſembling the 
great Divan or Council of the Nation, At 
the upper End of it, under a Canopy, I be- 
held the ſacred Covenant, ſhining as the Sun. 
The Nobles of the Land were there aſſem- 


4 bled. 


(an 3 

bled. They proſtrated themſelves before it, 
and they ſung an Hymn, Let the Heart of 
the King be glad ; for his People are happy ! 
May the Light of the Covenant be a Lanthorn 
to the Feet f the Judges; for by This ſhall 
they ſeparate Truth from Falſhood. O Inno- 
cence, rejoice | for by this Light ſhalt thou 
walk in Safety; nor ſhall. the Oppreſſor take 
hold on thee. O Fuſtice, be excceding glad! 
for by this Light all thy Judgments ſhall be 
decreed with Wiſdom ; nor ſhall any Man ſay 
thou | haſt err'd.' Let the Hearts of all the 
People be glad] for This have their Grand- 
fathers died; in This have their Fathers. re- 
joiced; and in This may their Poſterity: rejoice 
evermore 1 18 4 x 97279 1 
Then all the Rulers took a ſolemn Oath to 
preſerve it inviolate and unchanged, and to 
lacrifice their Lives and their Fortunes, rather 
than ſuffer themſelves or their Children to be 

deprived of ſo invaluable a Bleſſing. 
After This, I ſaw another and larger Ai- 
ſembly come forward into the Hall, and join 
the firſt. Theſe paid the ſame Adorations to 
the Covenant; took the ſame, Oath ; they 
{ung the ſame Hymn; and added a ſolemn 
Form of Imprecation to this Effect. Let the 
Words of the Roll be for ever in our Eyes, 
and graven on our Hearts; and accurſed be 
He, who layeth Hands on the ſame. Accurſed 
be He, who ſhall remove this Writing from 
the People; or who ſhall hide the Law thereof 
from the King. Let that Man be cut off ws 
| 718 


(2) 
the Earth. Let his Riches be ſcatter'd as the 
Duſt. Let his Wife be the Wife of the People. 
Let not his firſt-born be rank'd among the 
Nobles. Let his Palaces be deſtroy d. Let 
his Gardens be as a Deſart, having no Water. 
Let his Horſes and his Horſemen be. over- 
thrown ; and tet his Dogs devour their Car- 
caſes J In the midſt of theſe Execrations 
enter'd a Man, dreſs'd in a plain Habit, with 
2 Purſe of Gold in his Hand. He threw him- 
ſelf forward into the Room, in a bluff, ruf- 
fianly Manner. A Smile, or rather a Sneer, 
fat on his Countenance. His Face was bronzed 
over with a Glare of Confidence. An arch 
Malignity leer'd in his Eye. Nothing was fo 
extraordinary as the Effect of this Perſon's 
Appearance. They no ſooner ſaw him, but 
They all turn'd their Faces from the Canopy, 
and fell proſtrate before him. He trod over 
their Backs, without any Ceremony, and 
march'd directly up to the Throne. He open'd 
his Purſe of Gold ; which he took out in 
Handfuls, and ſcatter'd amongſt the Aſſem- 
bly. While the greater Part were engaged in 
ſcrambling for theſe Pieces, he ſeized, to 
my inexpreſſible Surpriſe, without the leaſt 
Fear, upon the ſacred Parchment itſelf. He 
8 it rudely up, and cramm'd it into 


his Pocket. Some of the People began to 
murmur. He threw more Gold, and they 
were pacified. No ſooner was the Parchment 
taken away, but in an Inſtant I ſaw half the 
auguſt Aſſembly in Chains. Nothing was 
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heard through the whole Divan, but the 
Noiſe of Fetters, and Clank of Irons, I faw 
Pontiffs in their eccleſiaſtical Habits, and Se- 
nators, clad in Ermine, link'd together like 
the moſt ignominious Slaves. Terror and 
Amazement were impreſs'd on every Counte- 
nance, except on That of ſome few, to whom 
the Man continued diſperſing his Gold. This 
he did, till his Purſe became empty. Then 
he dropt it; but then too, in the very. fame 
Moment, he himſelf dropt with it to the 


Ground. That, and the Date of his Power, 


at once expired. He ſunk, and ſunk for 
ever. The radiant Volume again roſe ; again 
ſhone out, and re-aſſum'd its Place above the 


Throne; the Throne, which had been dark- 


en'd all this Time, was now fill'd with the 
Effulgence of the Glory, which darted from 
it. Every Chain drop'd off in an Inſtant. 
Every Face regain'd its former Chearfulneſs. 
Heaven and Earth reſounded with Liberty 
Liberty! and the HEART OF THE KING 
WAS GLAD WITHIN HIM. 
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On LUXURY. 
DIscouxSsE on Operas, and the 
gayer Pleaſures of the Town may ſeem 
to be too trifling for the important Scene of 
Affairs, in which we are at preſent engaged; 
but I myſt own my Fears, that they = 
| at 


Bo 
bear too great a Part in the Succeſs of a War, 
to make the Confideration of them foreign to 
it. A very little Reflection on Hiſtory will 
ſuggeſt this Obſervation ; that every Nation 


has made either a great or inconſiderable Fi- 


re in the World, as it has fallen into Luxury 
or reſiſted its Temptations. What People 
are more diſtinguifth'd than the Perfians un- 
der Cyrus, nurſed up in Virtue, and inured 
to Labour and Toil? Yet (in the ſhort Space 
of 220 Years *) they became ſo contempti- 
ble under Darius, as ſcarce to give Honour 
to the Conqueror's Sword. The Spartans, 
and the Long-Rulers of the World, the Ro- 
mans, ſpeak the ſame Language ; and I wiſh 
future Hiſtory does not furniſh more modern 
Examples. | 

When the Mind is enervated by Luxury, 
the Body ſoon falls an eaſy Victim to it; for 
how 1s it poſſible to imagine, that a Man can 
be capable of the great and generous Senti- 
ments, which Virtue inſpires, whoſe Mind is 
fill'd with the ſoft Ideas, and wanton Deli- 
cacies that Pleaſure muſt infuſe ? And were 
it poſſible to be warm'd with ſuch Notions, 
could it ever put them in Execution ? For 
Tolls and Fatigues would be Difficulties un- 
ſurmountable to a Soul diſſolved in Eaſe. Nor 
are theſe the imaginary, ſpeculative Ideas of a 
Cloſet ; but ſuch as have been the Guide and 
Policies of the wiſeſt States. Of This we 


® Liv, lib, 9. cap. 19, 
have 
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have the moſt remarkable Inſtance in Hero- 
dotus. The Perfians, after their great and 
<< extended Conqueſts, defired Cyrus to give 
* them Leave to remove out of their own 
< barren and mountainous Country, into one 
more bleſt by the Indulgence of Providence. 
* But that great and wiſe Prince, revolving 
the Effect in his Mind, bid them do as they 
would; telling them, at the ſame Time, 
*« that for the future they mult not expect to 
command, but obey ; for Providence had 
« fo, order'd. it, that an effeminate Race of 
4 Feople were the certain Produce of a deli- 

* cious Country.” What Regard the great 
Hilton had to this Opinion, may be caſily 
collected from his reſerving it for the Conclu- 
ſion of this excellent Piece. And the Caſe is 
directly the ſame, whether Pleaſures are the 
natural Product of a Country, or adventitious 
Exoticks. They will have the ſame Effect, 
and cauſe the fame extended Ruin. "+ As 
often have they revenged the Captive's Cauſe, 
and made the Conqueror's Sword the Inftru- 
ment of his own undoing ? Capua deftroy'd 
the braveſt Army, which Taly ever faw, 
fluſh'd with Conqueſt, and commanded by 
Hannibal. The Momeni Capua was taken, 
that Moment. the Walls of Carthage trem- 
bled. What was it that deſtroy'd the Re- 
e of Athens, but the Conduct of Peri- 
cles; * Who by his pernicious Politicks firſt 


* Plat. in Pericl. Demo. Orat. 
debauch'd 
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debauch'd the People's Minds with Shews and 
Feſtivals, and all the ſtudied Arts of Eaſe 
and Luxury; that he might, in the mean 
Time, ſecurely guide the Reins of Empire, 
and riot in Dominion? He firſt laid the Foun- 
dation of Philip's Power; nor had a Man of 
Macedon ever thought of enſlaving Greece, if 
Pericles had not firſt made them Slaves to 
Pleaſure. * That great Stateſman Tiberius 
clearly ſaw what was the ſureſt Inſtrument of 
arbitrary Power; and therefore refuſed to 


have Luxury redreſs'd, when Application was 


made to him in the Senate for that Purpoſe. 
Artful Princes have frequently introduced it 


with that very View. Davilla tells us, that 


in' an Interview and Semblance of Treat 

with the King of Navar, Catharine of Me- 
diris broke the Prince's Power more with the 
inſidious Gayeties of her Court, than man 

Battles before had done. But there is a ſingle 
Paſlage in + Herodotus, which will ſupply 
the Place of more Quotations. *©** When Cy- 
* rus had received an Account that the Ly- 
* dians had revolted from him, he told 
* Cre/us, with a good deal of Emotion, that 
* he had almoſt determined to make them all 
* Slaves. Creſus beg'd him to pardon them; 
but, ſays he, that they may no more rebel, 
* or be troubleſome to you, command them 
* to lay aſide their Arms, to wear long Veſts 


and Buſkins. Order them to ſing and play 


* Tac. An. lib. 2. cap. 33. Þ Herod. lib. 1. cap. 188. 
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(26 }) 
on the Harp; to drink and debauch ; and 


you'll ſoon ſee their Spirits broken, and them- 


* ſelves changed from Men into Women; 
* ſo that they will no more rebel, or be un- 
* eaſy to you for the future.” And the Event 
anſwer' d the Advice. They are puny Politi- 


cians, who attack a People's Liberty directly. 


The Means are dangerous, and the Succeſs 
precarious. Notions of Liberty are inter- 


woven with our very Being; and the leaſt Su- 


ſpicion of its being in Danger fires the Soul 
with a generous Indignation. But He is the 
Stateſman form'd for Ruin and Deſtruction, 
whoſe wily Head knows how to * the 
fatal Hook with Baits of Pleaſure, which his 


artful Ambition diſpenſes with a laviſh Hand, 


and makes himſelf popular in undoing. Thus 
are the eaſy, thoughtleſs Crowd made the 
Inſtruments of their own Slavery; nor do they 
know the fatal Mine is laid, till they feel the 
goodly. Pile come tumbling on their Heads. 
This is the finiſh'd Politician ; the darling Son 

of Tacitus and Machiavel. | 
But, thanks to Providence, the ſacred Mo- 
numents of Hiſtory extend the ſhort con- 
trated Span of human Life, and give us 
Years in Books. Theſe point out the glorious 
Landmerks for our Safety ; and bid us be 
wiſe in Time, before Luxury has made too 
great a Progreſs among us. Operas and. Ma/- 
querades, with all the politer Elegancies of a 
wanton Age, are much leſs to be regarded 
for their Expence ( great as it is) than 2 the 
| en- 
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Tendency, which they have to deprave our 
Manners. Mos ick has ſomething ſo pe- 
culiar in it, that it exerts a willing Tyranny 
over the Mind, and forms the ductil Soul into 
whatever Shape the Melody directs. Wiſe 
Nations have obſerved its Influence, and have 
therefore kept it under proper Regulations. 
The * Spartans, vigilantly provident for the 
People's Safety, took from the famed Timo- 
theus's Harp the additional Strings, as giving 
his Muſick a Degree of Softneſs inconſiſtent 
with their Diſcipline. The divine Plato is 
expreſly of Opinion, that the Mufick of a 
Country-cannot be changed, and the publick 
Laws remain unaffected. Heroes will be 
Heroes, even in their Muſick. Soft and wan- 
ton are the warbled Songs of + Paris; but 
+ Achilles ſings the godlike Deeds of Heroes. 
A noble, manly Muſick will place Virtue in 
its moſt beautiful Light, and be the moſt en- 
gaging Incentive to it. A well wrought Story, 
attended with its prevailing Charms, will 
tranſport the Soul out of itſelf ; fire it with 
glorious Emulation ; and lift the Man into an 
Hero; but the ſoft Italian Muſick relaxes 
and unnerves the Soul, and ſinks it into Weak- 
neſs; ſo that while we receive their Mufich, 
we at the ſame Time are adopting their Man- 
rat 
'Grataque fœminis, 


Imbelli cithara, carmina divides, 
+ Him, Iliad. 9. 189. 
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in 3 
ners. The Effects of it will appear in the 
ſtrongeſt Light from the Fate of the People 
of Sybaris; a Town in Val, ſtrong and 
wealthy; bleſs d with all the Goods of For- 
tune, and {kill din all the Arts of Luxury and 
Eaſe ; which they carry d to fo great an Ex- 
ceſs, that their very Horſes were taught to 
move and form themſelves as the Mufick di- 
rected. Their conſtant Enemies, the People 
of Crotona, obſerving This, brought a great 
Number of Harps and Pipes into the Field, 
and when the Battle began, the Muſick play d; 
upon which theſe well-bred Horſes immedi- 
ately began to dance; which ſo diſconcerted 
the whole Army, that 300,000 were kill'd, 
and the whole People deſtroy'd. Though 
this Story ſeems a little fabulous, yet it con- 
tains, at leaſt, a very good Moral. — What 
Effect Italian Muſick might have on our po- 
lite Warriors at Gibraltar, I cannot take upon 
me to ſay; but I with our Luxury at home 
may not influence our Courage abroad. 


An ANSWER to the * London Journal 
F Saturday, December 21, 1728. 


T HE Family of the Publicolæ are ſure- 


ly very numerous. I pretend to no 


This Paper was ſuppoſed to be then under the Direction of 
Benjamin Lord Biſhop of * * * * * 
| AC» 
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Acquaintance with them, and I defire none. 
Far be it from me therefore to aſſign to any 
one of the Fraternity his particular Lucubra- 
tion. I do not preſume to ſay, for Inſtance, 
that ſuch a Piece was writ by B EN, or ſuch 
a one by ROBIN; but I can plainly di- 
ſtinguiſh, in their Productions, a Difference of 
Style and Character. In ſome, I feel myſelf 
lull'd by a regular, mild, and frequently lan- 
guid Harangue; ſuch as often deſcends upon 
us from the Pulpit, In others, I obſerve a 
crude, incoherent, rough, inaccurate, but 
ſometimes ſprightly Declamation; well enough 
fitted for popular Aſſemblies, where the Ma- 
jority is already convinced. 

The Publicola of the 7th of December 
quite jaded me. I handled the numb Fiſb, 
till I fancy'd a Torpor ſeiz d my Imagination; 
and perhaps you may think, that I am hard- 
ly yet recover'd from the Conſequences of that 
Accident. However, I ſhall venture to play 
a little with the Publicola of this Day ; for I 
think I can go through an Anſwer to his 
. He returns the Ball at leaſt, and keeps 

the Game. 

Before I come to This, give me Leave to 

emiſe a Word or two more. 

As different as the Publicolæ are in ider 
Things, in one they are all alike. They are 
{currilous and impatient, They call Names, 
and grow angry at a Sneer. Raleigh laid 
down his Pen, rather than continue Ach a 
Bear-Garden Conteſt, 1 took it up and an- 
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ſwer'd them for once in their own Style; but 
they muſt not expect ſo much Complaiſance 
from me any more. The Matters we enter 
upon are ſerious, and by me they ſhall be 
treated ſeriouſly and calmly. I ſhall conſider 
the Dignity of the Cauſe I plead for; the 
Cauſe of Truth ; the Cauſe of my Country ; 
and I ſhall look down with Contempt on the 
Invectives and Menaces, which they may 
throw out ; and by which they will ſuit their 
Style, with great Propriety, to their Subject. 
— But let us come to the Point. 

The Publicola, of this Day, ſets out with 


ating, in an half Light, a Queſtion, which 


hath been much debated in the World. No 
Man that I know of ( no reaſonable Man I 
am ſure) didever find Fault that we avoided 
a War, Our national Circumſtances are ſo 
well- known, they are fo ſeverely felt, that 
Miniſters, who maintain'd Peace, and pro- 


cured to their Country the Bleſſings of Peace, 


e, Improvement of Trade, Diminution of 
axes, Decreaſe of Debts, would be almoſt 
the Objects of publick Adoration. But the 
Exception taken to our Conduct hath been 
This; that we. provoked a War firſt, and 
ſhew'd a Fear of it afterwards. People re- 
call the Paſſages of three Years paſt. They 
wiſh we had practiſed greater Caution at that 
Time; but then the fame People very con- 
ſiſtently wiſh that we had exerted greater 
Vigour fince. If the Honour and Intereſt of 
his late Majeſty, and of the Britzh Nation, 

Jay 


EE. 

ſay they, were ſo ſeverely wounded by the 
publick or private Treaties of Vienna, that 
it was fit to keep no longer any Meaſures, 
even ſuch as have been thought of Decency, 
with the Emperor and the King of Spain ; 
why this Fear of diſobliging them? Why 
this long Forbearance under all the Inſults of- 
fer'd to us by the Spaniards? If we were in 
a Condition, by our own Strength, and by 
our Alliance with France, to enter, with a 
Proſpe& of Succeſs, into an immediate War ; 
why, again, have we choſen to defer it, un- 
der ſo many Provocations to begin it? Why 
have we endured ſome of the worſt Conſe- 
quences of a War, without taking thoſe Ad- 
vantages, which acting offenſively would un- 
deniably have procured to us? Bat if all This 
was quite otherwiſe, continue the fame poli- 
tical Reaſoners; if the Honour and Intereſt 
of his late Majeſty, and of the Britiſb Na- 
tion, were not ſo ſeverely wounded; if we 
were, neither by our on Strength, nor by 
the Alliance of France, in a Condition to 
riſque a War; nay more, if Things were ſo 
unfortunately jumbled, that perhaps this War 
. #vould have been more to our own Detriment 

than to That of our Enemies, (as the Publicolæ 

have more than once infinuated in their Pa- 

pers) what could we mean, three Years ago, 

when Matters were .carry'd to greater and 

harſher Extremities, than it is poſſible to find 

any Example of, amongſt civilized Nations, 


ſince the Quarrels of Charles the Vth, and 
G Francis 
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Francis the Iſt ? If our principal Ally would 
have been dangerous to our Intereſts, in the 
Operations of a War, and 1s indifferent to 
them in the' Negotiations of Peace, ( for this 
hath been inſinuated too from the ſame Quar- 
ter) what a Treaty was that, which procured 
13 us this Ally? What Affurances were thoſe, 
13 which made us depend upon him? The Dif- 
BY culty of thefe Dilemmas cannot, I think, be 
folved ; and 750%, who attempt it, deceive 
themſelves, whilſt they mean to deceive the 
1 People. | 
A But we are told that we went into a War, 
as far as the Reaſon of Things would give us 
Leave. It ſeems then that the Reaſon of 
Things would neither give us Leave to protect 
our Trade, nor to make Reprizals, when our 
Merchants were plunder'd. If theſe Words 
are to paſs for any Thing more than empty 
Sound, it will follow either that Publicola is 
capable of affirming the groſſeſt Untruth in 
a Paper, addreſs'd to the People of England ; 
or that our Situation is worſe than the leaſt 
fanguine of our Friends ever thought it, or 
the moſt malicious of our Enemies ever re- 
preſented it. Very bad indeed muſt it be 
if the Reaſon of Things obliged us to bear 
from the Spaniards, at this low Ebb of their 
maritime Power, what would not have been 
borne when their proud Armada cover'd the 
Seas ; what would hardly have been borne, 


even in the Reign of King James the firſt. 
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But, God be praifed | this is not our 
Caſe ; and therefore Publicola muſt be con- 
tent to lie under the Imputation, which he 
hath drawn on himſelf by the Boldneſs of his 
Aſſertions. | 
He is frequently guilty of this Fault ; and 
the Words, which immediately follow thoſe 
I have quoted, afford a ſtrong Inſtance of it. 
We did not, fays he, take the Galleons and 
bring them home; but we block'd them up; 
which as compleatly anſwer'd the true End 
and Defign of ſending that Fleet, as the actual 
taking of them. The Defign was to keep the 
Money out of their Hands (the Spamards ) 
and jo diſable them to carry on the Project of 
the Treaty of Vienna. Very well. This 
Matter is brought to a ſhort Iſſue. The Bloc- 
kade of the Galleons is over. Our Fleet is 
come back from the Weſt- Indies. The Gal- 
leons are either come or coming. The Spa- 
niards therefore are, according to Publicola, 
no longer diſabled from carrying on the Pro- 
ject of the Vienna Treaty, I alk then, have 
they abandon'd, have they renounced theſe 
Projects? If our Fleet block'd up the Gal- 
leons till this was done, he is in the Right. 
This anſwer'd the Deſign of ſending it. If 
they ſhould, after this, break their Faith, 
and renounce the moſt ſacred Obligations, none 
but they are to be complain'd of, | 
Publicola would have us believe, indeed, 
that they have renounced theſe Projects; that 


they have granted us the main Things in 
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"Diſpute ; and that the Congreſs is only to 


ſettle other Affairs of leſs Importance; but 
this I deny; and he ſhall be obliged to con- 
feſs either that he advances, here again, a 
bold Untruth ; or that he reckons our keep- 
ing Gibraltar not amongſt the main Things 
in Diſpute, but amongſt thoſe of 4% Im- 
portance. Let him ſhew me, if he can, in 
the Preliminaries, a particular and expreſs 
Confirmation of our Right to this Place, made 
by the Spaniards, I will undertake to ſhew 
him the general Words, by which the Spa- 
niards will pretend in the Congreſs, as it is 
notorious they do every where and on all 
Oceaſions, that they have ftill a Right to de- 
mand the Reſtitution of Gibraltar, and that 
this Right is to be diſcuſs'd in the Congreſs. 

I know it hath been faid more than once, 
in a very publick Place, and in a very ſolemn 


Manner, that Gibraltar ſhould not be even 


mention'd at the Congreſs ; but it would be 
impertinent to lay any Streſs on the Aſſurances 
of a Perſon, who hath preſumed to give ſo 
many groundleſs ones already ; and who ei- 
ther hath been banter'd moſt egregioufly him- 


ſelf, or hath made no Scruple of bantering his 


Country. 

Here then is one main Point of our In- 
zereſts, to mention no more, ſtill unſettled ; 
not becauſe the Spaniards have flown off from 
any Agreement they had come to with us 
about it; but becauſe it was never one ; 
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and yet the Gallons are left at Liberty to 
come home. 

If afferting our Right to Gibraltar, and 
ſome other Things, which were ſounded fo 
high by an Acquaintance of yours, Mr. Pub- 
licola, (the Author of the Enquiry) had no 
Share in the Ends, which were propoſed by 
ſending our Fleet to the Weft-Indzes, ſuch 
ſtrange - incomprehenſible Ends may, for 
aught I know, have been compleatly an- 
ſwer'd; but if theſe Points, ſo effential to 
Great-Britain, were any of the main Things 
in Diſpute; if they were any of the Ends 
propoſed by what is call'd d:/?refſing the Spa- 
niards; then is it falſe to aſſert that theſe Ends 
have been compleatly anſwer'd. 

When we conſider what Numbers of able 
and uſeful Subjects his Majeſty hath loſt in the 
Expedition to the Weſt-Indies; and that we 
are, at leaſt, as far off from a Settlement of 
Intereſts with Spain now, as we were before 
that Expedition was undertaken, it is impoſſi- 


ble not to feel great and unaffected Concern. 


If it be aſk'd, what was to be done? I ſhall 


_ anſwer that, perhaps, it little becomes a pri- 
vate Man to determine ſuch great Queſtions; 


but I will proceed to ſhew that all, which 


Publicola advances againſt taking the Gal- 
leons, is trifling. | 


Firſt then, if Blocking uþ the Gallons in 


the Spaniſh Ports was of ſuch Conſequence, 
Taking them would have been a more effec- 


tual Meaſure to all the ſame Purpoſes. 
- G 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, if we had taken them ( as it is 
certain that Mr. Hofer could have done with 
Eaſe, and with all their Treaſure on Board, 
immediately on his firſt Arrival) we ſhould 
have had a Chance the more for taking the 
Flota too; which ſtole away to Europe, 
whilſt our Squadron lay rotting before Porto- 
Bello. | 
_ Thirdly, if we had taken this Treaſure, 
we ſhould have had in our Hands a ſufficient 
Security for indemnifying our Merchants; who 
have been the only Suferers, by the Depre- 
dations of the Spaniards; whilſt the French 
and Dutch have fail'd ſecurely ; and to one 
Body of whom ( I mean the South-Sea Com- 
pany ) the King of Spain owes, for former 
Seizures, unjuſtly made, as much perhaps as 
his Proportion in the Treaſure of the Galleons 
amounts to. 

Fourthly, to have taken the Galleons would 
not have been liable to the ſame Inconvenien- 
cies, as we have ſeverely felt by purſuing an- 
other Meaſure, The Expedition would have 
been ſoon over. The Expence of Lives and 
Treaſure would have been infinitely leſs. It 
would have coſt little or nothing to have kept 
the Spaniards out of their Money by a Sei- 
zure, as long as the true Reaſon of Things 
ſhould have required it ; whereas it hath coſt 
us more than all that Money is worth, to 
keep them out of it by a Blockade only for a 
Time; and for a Time, which hath not been 
ſufficient to ſecure ys againſt their Defigns, 

| or 
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or to make them lay aſide their Pretenfions · 


But if we had taken them (ſays Publicola) 


we ſhould have taken the Money of other People, 
as well as of the Spaniards. We ſhould have been 
Pyrates. Let us ſee how this hangs together. 
If we had reſtored immediately to the Proprie- 
tors their reſpective Shares, as he ſuppoſes we 


muſt have done, the Brand of Pyracy would not 


have ſtuck upon us. But ſuppoſe we had 
thought fit not to reſtore their Shares to the 
Spaniards, till our Differences with the Court 
of Madrid had been ſettled ; ſhould we have 
been Pyrates in that Cafe? He will be laugh'd 
at, who affirms it. Would the King of Spain's 
Share in this Treaſure have been no Loſs to 
him? Would he not have miſs d the extrava- 
gant Indulto, which he is now going to re- 
ceive on this immenſe Treafure ? Should we 
have been Pyrates for puniſhing, in this Man- 
ner, a Prince, who actually beſieged one of 
our Fortreſſes; who actually detain'd the Ships 
and ſeiz'd the Eſtates of our Merchants; and 
whoſe Subjects every Day kill'd, robb'd and 
plunder'd the Subjects of Great Britain? 

But I go a Step farther ; for if we ſtop with 
Publicola, it will be always ſhort of the Mark; 
and we ſhall never exhauſt the Subject, as I 
defire to do, becauſe I deſire to find the Truth, 
and to be ſure that I find it. What hath been 
faid hitherto, hath been ſaid on the Suppoſi- 
tion of a Seizure only; and I hope theScruples 
of Publicola'stimerous Conſcience are appeaſed. 
hope he hath found out, by this Time, that 
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. ſuch a Seizure might have been carry'd on 


without Pyracy. But ſuppoſe it had been a 
Capture, not a Seizure ; ſuch a Capture as 


can never be made but in Time of open 
War; ſuch a Capture as intitles the Captors, 


by our Laws, to the whole Profit of the Prize. 
Why thea we had commenced a War againſt 
Spain by this Action; as Spain had done long 
before againſt us by a thouſand Hoſtilities. 
Why then Vice-Admiral Hofer, and the Of- 
ficers and Seamen of his Squadron, had been 
in the ſame Caſe as Sir Charles Wager, and the 
Officers and Seamen of his Squadron were in 
the laſt War; and I do not remember that 
theſe gallant Men were ever ' proſecuted as 
Pyrates at home; or reputed ſuch abroad; 
or obliged to refund any Part of the Treaſure 
they had taken. 

Upon the whole Matter, Publicola's Argu- 
ment proves nothing in the preſent Caſe; or 
it proves that even when we are at War with 
Spain, we muſt not preſume to attack theſe 


ſacred Galleons. Other Nations are always 


intereſted in them, as well as the Spaniards. 
It will therefore be always unlawful, accord- 
ing to this excellent Caſuiſt, to make Prize of 
them ; and he is defied to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
out of this Abſurdity. | 

Having now gone through what Mr. Pub- 
licola calls, I know not why, the Subject in 


general, we will examine the ſecond Part of 


his Epiſtle. I paſs over all the Billing gate, 


with which he uſhers in this Part; though” I 


Could 


( 89 ) 

could make myſelf and you too very merry, 
if I would apply his Criticiſms on what Ra- 
leigh ſays, concerning one Promiſe, to the In- 
terpretation, which was given to another Pro- 
miſe; by which we might have learn'd, a- 
mongſt many other curious Diſtinctions, the 
Difference between a direct Promiſe and a 
Promiſe mini/teriallyworged ; but I ſhall leave 
him to his Phrenzy, and proceed ſoberly to 
ſhew you that he /ays nothing, or that, which 
is worſe than nothing, in every Line of this 
Performance ; in which he ſeems to triumph 
with ſuch vaſt Complacency. 

The Point he labours is to ſhew that the 
Promiſe made by the Lord Stanhope to reſtore 
Gibraltar, which hath not been comply'd 
with; and the Deſtruction of the Spaniſb 
Fleet on the Coaſt of Sicily, threw the Court 
of Madrid into the Arms of the Emperor, and 
were the true Root and real Cauſe of all that 
thorough Hatred and deep Malice ſhewn in the 
Treaty of Vienna; and by Conſequenee that 
all our preſent Difficulties with Spain pro- 
ceed from hence; from Cauſes laid many 
Years ago; and when the preſent Miniſters 
were not in Power. My Buſineſs ſhall not 
be to blame or to excuſe any Miniſters; but 
to make a true Deduction of Facts; and to 
reaſon clearly and juſtly upon them ; and I 
charitably hope, that I may bring Publicola 
to do ſo in Time ; if for no other Reaſon, at 
leaſt by obliging him to fate Shame to him- 
fel, ſo often; for though I am not ſo bloody- 
CM 7 minded 


2 0s 
F 


N 
* * „ * * * 
ö 


>» + ho 
e 


« 8 
a nd N 
"SI 2 3 oo; b $-B%; - 
Ts ö 5 « . 92 WAY 5 2 1 4 
p » k by 1 tag : 
*-4 . * . 1 1 4 * £ RE on EN” 6 2 - A 
*! — erate dopwmaacdhongtat — — , Bert rt Dig cd Lan nei? rang + FR IG r 
- 5 * 0 * 
: % * at my a * — of — — 00 


— 
+ 3 


> — 1 0 
S — 2 pu - A air — 2 
* 7 2 An - — — » 4» oo - * % — © 
2 LT 2 5 „ r * RS of 2 2 
| 3 * 4 5 . — as 0 —— e n 3 
—— — * * W 4 - 1 * . 2 Eres OT 1 
l 4 - © a 0 a * _ q * OY N = * 
3 7 1 e YC ITY * HE · * * bo co 8 2 
A , © . . : 3 1 3 Toon” R 4 * 6 ? l = 
pd A 8 d n : K — 9 < 2 1 — — we 
4 — 7 WE A *; «Apps: bj - I 5 - : : * * 1 — 5 2 
— 1 $a p c 1 8 a 
{4 ts bs r 4 yo" * 
— Þ . _- 4 i 1 


( 90 ) 
minded as Publicola, who talks as if he had 
Heads in his Power, yet J aſſure him that I 
will not let him alone whilſt, amongſt other 
Enormities, he makes it his Buſineſs to bur 
Truth and common Senſe under ſuch weekly 
Heaps of Rubbiſh. 

I ſhall ſhew immediately that in whatever 
Terms or Manner we ſuppoſe Lord Stanbope 
to have made a Promiſe of reſtoring Gibral- 
far to the Spaniards, it will be of no Avail to 
Publcola's Purpoſe. But ſince he hath told 
us what he hath heard, and Raleigb hath 
told us what he hath heard ( for neither of 
them can pretend to ſpeak on their own 
Knowledge, concerning this Affair) I will 
likewiſe take Leave to ſtate what I have been 
inform'd of, upon better Authority than what 
my Adver/ary hath often writ upon in his 
affirmative Style. 

J have been inform'd then that Lord Stan- 
hope had been induced, or ſeduced ( call it 
which you pleaſe) by the late Regent of 
France to make an Overture of this kind at 
the Court of Madrid. Lord Stanhope, ſays 
our Author, might think that Gibraltar was 
to be honeſtly given up for valuable Conſide- 
rations, He might ſo ; and he was ſo honeſt 
a Man, ſo ſincere a Lover of his Country, that 
if he had thought in another Manner, no Con- 
ſideration of private Intereſt, no Regard to 
the Service of a Miniſtry, could have prevail'd 
on him to make, nor even to entertain the 
Motion, But have à Care of your In/inuc- 

| (1015 F) 


9 | 
tions, Mr. Publicola ; and learn to make them 
with a little more Delicacy. The Caſe is 
vaſtly different nod. The Senſe of our augu/t 
Monarch is known. The Senſe of the whole 
Nation hath been loudly proclaim'd ; and I 
believe no Miniſter, how preſuming ſoever, 
will venture, at this Time, to ſay that G7bral- 
far may be honourably or advantageouſly 
given up; and therefore no virtuous Miniſter 
will think he can honeſtly give it up; or 
conſpire in Meaſures, which may create the 
Appearance of a Neceſſity fo to do. But to 
return to my Narration. 

If ſuch an Overture was made by Lord 
Stanhope, it was made to prevail on the Court 
of Spain to deſiſt from the 'Enterprize they 
had then in hand; an Enterprize, which we 
ſhouid have been obliged to prevent, if the 
Treaty of Quadruple Alliance had never been 
made, by Virtue of our Guaranty to the Neu- 
trality of Italy. That this Overture was not 
received is evident ; fince the Spaniards went 
on with their Expedition, which ended in 
the Deſtruction of their Fleet. Now call This 
an Overture, as] do; or call it a Promiſe, as 
| Publicola will affect to do; it was vacated to 
all Intents and Purpoſes by the Spaniards, 
who refuſed to comply with the Condition, 
on which it was and only could be grounded. 

It hath been ſaid by ſome, that this Promiſe 
was renew'd afterwards, to pacify the Spa- 
mard: for the Loſs of their Ships, and for 
their Defeat in Sicily; but this deſerves Ex- 
planation j 
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„ 
planation ; and will not ſtand in the Light, 
which Zho/e, who urge it, deſire it ſhould, 

It is, I believe, true that the French, who 
firſt induced us to make this Overture, would 
on the Pretences juſt now mention'd, and on 
the Pretence of the Hopes, which the Regent 
had continued to give the Spaniards, have ob- 
liged us to acknowledge this vacated Promiſe 
as a ſubſiſting Obligation; but I have been 
inform'd that this was refuſed flatly to the 
Miniſter ſent over hither upon that Occaſion, 


and to the Regent himſelf by our Miniſter 


abroad. The Promiſe then continued vaca- 
ted; and we were as much diſentangled from 
the Snares, which our good Allies laid for us, 
as if no ſuch Promiſe or Overture had been 
ever made. | 
But farther. If a Promiſe of this kind had 
been made on our Part, even after the Expe- 
dition to Sicily, which there is no Colour to 
affirm, yet that Promi/e muſt likewiſe have 
been void, ſince it was made ſo, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, by the King of Spain's Acceſ- 
fion to the“ Quadruple Alliance. 
That all Poſſeſſions are mutually confirm'd 
by that Treaty, except ſuch as are ppeciſy d 
in it, cannot be deny'd. The Poſſeſſion of 
Gibraltar was therefore again confirm'd to us 
by the King oſ Spain, when he acceded to 
that Treaty; unleſs he can ſhew that our 
Poſſeſſion of it was excepted; or can produce 
any private Article or Declaration, which 
HO * Yjde the Treaty. | 
made 


(--9 1 
made a Reſervation of bis Right to this Place, 
notwithſtanding the Ceſſion of it made at 
Utrecht. But nothing of This can be ſhewn; 
and it hath been ſaid, I believe truly, that a 
contrary Declaration was made ſolemnly and 
publickly by the Briti/h Miniſter in Holland, 
at the very Time when the Acceſſion was 
ſign d. FO | 
Thus far then the Way is clear before us. 
When we came Mediators to the Congreſs of 
Cambray (for ſuch we were at that Place, 
though we have the Misfortune to find our- 
ſelves principally and almoſt ſolely concern'd 
in the Diſputes to be ſettled at Soiſſons) the 


King of Spain had no Right, nor Pretence of 


Right to demand of Great Britain the Re- 
ſtitution of Gibraltar. Indeed, if he had then 
ſuch a Pretence; if a Promiſe, on our Part, 
to reſtore this Place to him, which Promiſe 
we refuſed to execute, had then ſubfiſted, 
how could he have accepted of our Media- 
tion? 

Ay, but (ſays this poor hunted Author, who 
doubles and ſhifts and works and tries, at any 
Rate, to fave himſelf) Lord Stanhope, accord- 
ing to Ralezgh's own Confeſſion, was firſt in 
this Aﬀair, and laid the Foundation of this 
Expectation in the Spaniards. — Jis plain the 
Spaniards had ſuch Aſſurances. It is allow'd you, 
at leaſt for Argument fake, that Lord Stanhope 
was firſt in this Affair. The Spaniards had ſuch 
Aſſurances. Make your moſt of it. Theſe 4/- 
furances were diſcharged. Theſe Promiſes were 
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releaſed ; and whatever Lord Stanhope can be 
ſuppoſed to have done or faid about Gibraltar 
hath no more Relation to the preſent Diſpute, 
than what was done or faid about Gibraltar 
in the Time of King Rodrigue and the Count 
* ; ſo that our Author is building up a 

ight for the Spaniards upon Foundations, 
which were demoliſh'd as ſoon as laid. He is 
building up a Right, or he is building up no- 
thing; for to talk, as he does, of Expectations, 
in Caſes of this Nature, without eſtabliſhing 
a Right, real or plauſible, is too frivolous to 
deſerve an Anſwer. 

Let me illuſtrate this by a familiar In- 
ftance ; for Things cannot be made too plain 
to him. I will ſuppoſe him a Clergyman. I 
will ſuppoſe that by Merit, of ſome kind or 
other, he gets a Promiſe of a Biſhoprick, Af- 
ter this, he does ſomething, inconſiſtent with 
ſuch a Promotion. He forfeits all Title. He 
renounces all Pretenſions to it. Shall his Ad- 
vocate be admitted to inſiſt that, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he expects to be a Biſhop 
fill; and, inſtead of grounding his Expecta- 
tions on his Right, ground his Right on his 
Euxpectations? No certainly; ſuch an Advo- 
cate would be hiſs'd out of Court, and would 
deſerve at leaſt to have his Gown pull'd over 
his Ears. 

But the Spaniards are not ſo chimerical. 
They ground their Expe&ations, and what 
they call their Right, on a new Engagement 
taken by us, as they fay, /nce all the Tranſ- 

| | actions, 
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actions, mention'd above, were over; on a 
private Article, in a Treaty made with them 
in 1721, ſtipulating the Contents of a LRT. 
TER to be written by the late King; and on 
the Letter, written in purſuance of this Ar- 
ticle, the original of which they offer to pro- 
duce ; and which they pretend to be a pgſtive 
Engagement to reſtore Gibraltar to them. 

With what Front now could Publicola 
afirm, that what Raleigh ſays about the 
Letter is nothing to his Purpoſe ; unleſs this 
myſterious Letter had been wrote before this 
ſame kind of a verbal Promiſe was made ? 
If this myſterious or minifterial Letter 
had been writ before Lord Stanhope's Promiſe 
was made, it would have been nothing to 
Raleigh's Purpoſe ; becauſe his Purpoſe was 
to ſhew that the Demand, which the Spa- 
mards now make of Gibraltar, cannot be 
made on any Thing, which paſs'd in Lord 
- Stanbope's Time; but it was extremely to his 

Purpoſe to ſhew that his Letter was writ 
after Lord Stanbope's Death. Had Publicola 
taken upon him to ridicule the plaineſt and 
eaſieſt Demonſtration in Euclid, he could not 
have render d himſelf more ridiculous than 
he does upon this Occaſion. 

I am at a Loſs what Words to uſe. I have 
debarr'd myſelf from ufing hard ones ; and 
none but the hardeſt are equal to what this 
Mriter deſerves. Let him paſs then without 
any Animadverſion from me. Let the Reader 
pronounce Sentence upon him. 
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found Politician, for the Obſtinacy o 


( 
Io ſum up the whole on this Head. Pub- 


licola was to prove that my Lord Stanhope's 


Promiſe to reſtore Gibraltar is one of the 
Reaſons of the preſent Obſtinacy of the Spa- 
niards, and by Conſequence of our preſent 
Difficulties. Now it is notorious that in Fact 
the Spaniards ground their Demand on ſome- 
thing, which paſs d whilſt he was alive. Pub- 
licola ſays it never appear d that the preſent 
Miniſtry came into ſuch Aſſurances. If he 
means the Aſſurances given by my Lord 
Stanbope, and long ago made null, he is moſt 
certainly in the Right, for a very obvious 
Reaſon. But if he means the Aſſurances ſtill 
inſiſted upon, I have nothing to ſay but this. 
Theſe Aſſurances, or what the Spaniards call 
by that Name, were given in the Year of our 
* WM 
The ſecond Reaſon aſſign'd, by this = 
the 
Spaniards, is the Reſentment, which bath lain 
at their Hearts, ever fince we deſtroy'd their 
Fleet. Here are no Proofs offer'd ; nor can 
there be any, which are direct; becauſe the 
Aſſertion relates to what paſſes, and hath paſs'd 


theſe many Years, in the Hearts of the King, 
Queen and Miniſters of Spain. It is a Fact, 


which we are to take on the bare Word of 
this Author, or to reject. I make no Scruple 
of rejecting it, becauſe the probable Reaſons 


_ againſt it ſeem to me of much greater Weight 


than his fngle Authority in any Caſe, and 
eſpecially in a Caſe of this Nature. The 
Spa- 
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Co FT 
Spaniards were certainly not very well plea- 
ſed with us for deſtroying their Fleet. But 
doth it follow from hence that the Reſentment, 
which they conceived upon this Occaſion, 
operates thus ſtrongly ſtill? How often were 
the French beaten by us in the laſt War? 
Were not whole Squadrons of their Ships de- 
ſtroy'd? How many of their Armies were 
defeated ? How many of their Towns were 
taken ? notwithſtanding which, we ſee with, 
Pleaſure, the moſt perfect Harmony, the moſt 
intimate Friendſhip, ſubſiſt between their Court 
and ours ; even from the Time, when their 
Diſgraces were recent, and when their Reſent- 
ments againſt us muſt have run the higheſt, 
if it was true that Reſentment, and not the 
Ragione di Stato (as the Italians call it) go- 
vern'd the Conduct of Princes. But the Spa- 
niards are more vindicative than the French. 
This may be ſaid perhaps by People, who are 
apt to ſupport one Affirmation by another, 
and to call That Proof. But then how came 
it to paſs that the Spaniards were ſo ſoon re- 
conciled to the French, and enter'd into ſuch 
cloſe Alliances with them immediately after 
the Campaign of 1718 ? If the Britiſh Arms 
beat the Spaniſh Fleet, the French Arms took 
the Spaniſh Towns at the ſame. Time. The 
near Relation and the antient Friendſhip be- 
tween the two Courts of France and Spain, 
it may be ſaid again, render'd their Reconci- 
liation eaſy. But this would be to ſuppoſe 
what is quite contrary to the natural Courſe 
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(: 98, } 
of human Paſſions. According to that, the 
Court of Spain muſt have been infinitely more 
piqued againſt their own Family, for joining 
in Oppoſition to them with the Emperor, 
who had been fo long their common Enemy, 
than againſt the Court of Britain, who had 
not the ſame Ties to them, and who acted for 
an old Ally. This is natural and probable. 
Nay, when we conſider how many Marks of 
the utmoſt Reſentment were ſhewn at that 
Time by the Spaniſh to the French Court; 
how many Intrigues the former carry'd on to 
ſubvert the Government, and to raiſe a Re- 
bellion in France ; I think we may juſtify 
affirming that this is true in Fact. And yet 
how ſoon was all this forgot at Madrid? How 
ſoon was the Reunion of the two Courts 
brought about in the cloſeſt Manner, and ce- 
mented by Marriages ? 


The King and Queen of Spain might look 


on the Proceedings of the French, in this Af- 
fair, as a political Quarrel and a national 
Wrong ; but they look'd on an Affair, which 
happen'd a few Years afterwards, as a perſo- 
nal Injury and Affront. I mean the ſending 
back the Infanta in ſo abrupt, ſo unprepared 
a Manner, without any ſoftening, and with 
io many aggravating Circumftances. Never 
Reſentment ran higher, nor was expreſs'd in 
Terms of greater Paſſion, than that of the 
Court of Madrid upon this Occaſion; and 
yet one or two Sacrifices, a little Addreſs, and 
a little Management pacify'd all ; united the 
two 
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two Courts again ; and reſtored to the French, 
in a ſhort Time, ſuch an Influence in Spain, 
that it is marvellous we, who depend ſo much 
upon it, ſhould not yet have found the leaſt 
Effect from it in our Favour, 

I have dwelt on theſe Obſervations, in or- 
der to ſhew to what poor Expedients thoſe 
Writers are reduced, who attribute the pre- 
ſent Obſtinacy of the Spaniards, to the beat- 
ing their Fleet above nine Years ago. Surel 
it is ſtrange that the Cardinal de Fleury ſhould 
have been able, in ſeven or eight Months 
Time, to re-eſtabliſh a good Correſpondence 
and Friendſhip between the two Courts of 
France and Spain, after ſo great and fo ſenfi- 
ble an Affront as Philip and his Queen thought 
was put upon them by his Predeceſſor in the 
Miniſtry ; and that our Miniſters ſhould not 
be able, in the Courſe of as many. Nears, to 
atone for what heir Predeceſſors did; nor 
to pacify the Reſentment of the Spaniards, 
for their Loſs of the Fleet in an Action, 
which they might have avoided ; and which 
they render'd, in ſome Sort, unavoidable to 
us. It is impoſſible to believe that ſuch an 
Incident ſhould produce theſe Effects; which 
ſeem to ſtrengthen, rather than to grow Wweak- 
er, the farther they are removed from this 
ſuppoſed Cauſe of them. There muſt be ſome- 
thing more recent than this Anger at a Loſs, 
long ſince ſuſtain'd and reparr'd too, as I be- 
lieve, Perhaps we may begin to make ſome 
Diſcovery of this kind, when we examine 
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the next Article; to which I ſhall proceed as 


ſoon as I have made a few Reflections more 
on this Head, which Publicola moſt pru 
dently ſuggeſts to me, and which wall be of 
wonderful Service to his Cauſe. 

Nor does the Quadruple Alliance ( ſays . 
but he muſt mean the King of Spain's Acceſ- 
lion to this Alliance bale after the Promiſe 
(that is, Lord Stanhbope's Promiſe or Overture, 
concerning Gibraltar) prove the Spaniards 
had given up their Expectations founded on 
that Promiſe ; but only that they were not, at 
that Time, in proper Circumſtances 70 inf iſt 
upon it. I bave ſhewn how filly it is to talk 
of Expectations, without any Right to expect; 
and how the Right of the Spaniards to Gib- 
raltar, acquired by Lord Stanhope's Promije, 
Or Overture, either real or ſuppoſed, was ex- 
tinguiſh'd before the Year 1721. But J agree 
that if they had then had even a real Right, 
they muſt have ſubmitted to give it up, as 
they did at that Time, becauſe of the Cir- 
cumſtances, into which they were fallen. Let 
me aſk Mr. Publicola what reduced them to 
theſe Circumſtances ? He muſt anſwer, it was 
beating their Fleet. They had been as obſti- 
nate before that Time, as it is poſſible for them 
to be now. Alberoni talk'd at leaſt as high as 
the Marquis de la Paz. But they grew com- 
plying as ſoon as this Hoſtility was commit- 
ted. Might not the taking their Galleon; 
have had the fame Effe& lately ? Would not 
our incomparable Miniſters, who run up and 

down 


( FOT. } 

down the World negotiating and making Trea- 
ties, with ſo much Credit to themſelves, and 
ſo much Honour and Advantage to the Na- — W 
tion, have done better (I ſpeak it with due * 
Submiſſion to their approved Wiſdom ) to j 
imitate, than to blame the Conduct of their 
Predeceſſors? From 1721, to 1725, we heard 
of nothing but the happy and fowriſhing-State 
of our Affairs. This muſt have been owing, 
according to Publicola, to the Circumſtances 
the Spaniards were in; and therefore this 
muſt have been owing to the Defeat, which 
they received in the Mediterranean, How 
came we to hear from the very ſame Perſons, 
that all our Diſficulties and the Diftreſſes we 
are in at preſent, ought to be dated be- 
fore the Year 1721? Surely, to be in a 
flouriſhing State, a Nation muſt be in a „e- 
cure State ; and how could that be true, if, 
during the four Years I have mention'd, a 
powerful Neighbour meditated Revenge, and 
only waited an Opportunity of ſtriking home ? 
How could it be declared, even from the 
Throne, that * nothing more than the Forms 
of a Congreſs were wanting to eftabliſh the 
publick Tranquility, if the grand Quarrel be- 
tween us and Spain did, in Effect, ſubſiſt at 
that Time ? Dos | 

There are People ſo very regardleſs of 
Truth, and fo very indifferent to the Shame- 
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( 268 } 
of being convicted of Falſbood, that they ne- 
ver conſider, when they affirm a Fact, any 
Thing more than the preſent Expediency. 
Strange, almoſt incredible Inſtances of this 
might be quoted. I paſs them over in Silence 
for many Reaſons ; and, amongſt others, for 
this Reaſon, that ſome of them are too recent 
to be forgot. I ſtick to the Point before me ; 
and ſhall conclude it by obſerving that when 
Publicola aſſigns all the Difficulties, which 
we have labour'd under, fince the Year 1725, 
to what paſs' d before the Year 1721, he is 


confuted not only by the Reaſons I have ur- 


ged, which ſeem to me unanſwerable, but 
likewiſe by an Authority, which every Man 
will allow to be deciſſive. 

The next Article to be conſider'd is this. 
Raleigh, who was not fatisfy'd with Publi- 
cola's Way of accounting for our preſent Dif- 
ficulties, and for the cloſe Alliance between 
the Emperor and Spain, had aſcribed both to 
our Refuſal of the joſe Mediation at Cambray. 


He is accuſed of maliciouſly concealing the 


Truth, and of imputing that to / Manage- 
ment, extraordinary Refinement and great 
Tenderneſs, which was the Reſult of true Rea- 
ſon. Now I think I can demonſtrate that 
Publicola is ignorant of the Truth ; or that hc 
conceals it, I will not ſay corruptly, but un- 
fairly. 

That the Treaty of Vienna was actually 
and in Form fign'd, before it could be fo much 
as known at Vienna that we had refuſed ” 

f ſole 


IC 0 
3 


„ 


ſole Mediation, I might grant in one Senſe, 


and for the ſake of Argument; (though I do 
not believe that the Fact is juſt as he ſtates it) 


and yet I might ſafely deny the ſame Thing 
in the only Senſe, in which this Fact can be 
of the leaſt Uſe to our Author, I can grant 


that his Treaty might be ſign'd in Form at 


Vienna, before it could be known there, in 
Form, that we had refuſed the /o/e Mediation; 
before the Couriers from Cambray to London, 
from London to Paris, from Paris to Ma- 
drid, from Madrid to Vienna conld perform 
their Journies, and the ſeveral Courts could 
hold their Councils and make their Diſpatches. 
But the certain Knowledge of our refuſing this 


Mediation might very well arrive at Vienna 


before the Treaty was ſign'd ; nay, the Treaty 


might be fign'd upon this Knowledge, by Vir- 
tue of Inſtructions given with this Contingency 
ſpecify'd in them. I fay this might be the 
Caſe ; and therefore to affirm this Fact; in 
the Terms Publicola affirms it, is nothing to 
the Purpoſe. What Raleigh advanced may 
{till be true. 


That full Powers were given by Spain to 


carry on the Treaty of Vienna four Months 


before this Offer of the Mediation, is moſt 
certainly true ; and therefore there is as much 
Reaſon to be aftoniſh'd that early Meaſures 
were not taken to prevent it, as there is that 
other Meaſures, than what we have ſeen 
purſued, were not taken to prevent the Effects 


of ſuch a 7 reaty, Could it be an abſolute 
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Secret to our Miniſters, (who ought to be well 
inform'd ; ſince they have had ſuch immenſe 
Sums for /ecret Service, as were never heard 
of before their Time) that Spain was nego- 
tiating at Vienna, during theſe four Months? 
Could it be a Secret to them that, from the 
Death of the Duke of Orleans, and about a 
Year, at leaſt, before this Treaty was con- 
cluded, the Spaniſh Miniſters were full of 
Fears and Jealouſies about the compleating 
the Infanta's Marriage with the King of 
France? If theſe Things, which were not 
quite unknown to moſt private Perſons, who 
obſerved the Courſe of publick Events, and 
who ſought Information about them, did not 
eſcape the Intelligence of our Miniſters, how 
could a Conſideration of the Circumſtances, 
which the Court of Spain was in at that Pe- 
riod, eſcape their Sagacity ? 

From the Time of the Acceſſion of the 
King of Spazn to the Quadruple Alliance, the 
whole Management of the Court of Madrid 
had been left to the Duke of Orleans and his 
Cardinal du Bois; and if we were drawn into 
the Treaty made at Madrid in 1721, by this 
Prince and his Miniſter, as I verily believe we 
were; it is eaſy to {ce who was thank'd for 
this by the Spaniards, and how watchful 
France hath conſtantly been to ſeize and 
improve every Occaſion of rendring our Title 
to Gibraltar diſputable, and of wreſting this 
important Place out of our Hands. . We came 
then into the Congreſs of Cambray joint Me- 
diators 


a 

diators with the French, between the Empe- 
ror and the King of Spain, but not with 
equal Advantage ; not with an equal Share in 
the Confidence of one of the Parties; and 
with our Share in the Confidence of the other, 
perhaps, a little diminiſh'd ; for it is not un- 
likely that the private Treaty, made at Ma- 
drid with the King of Spain, whillt we were 
Mediators at Cambray between him and the 
Emperor, might give Umbrage at leaſt to the 
latter. I know not whether this Step did 
not even occaſion ſome Complaint, though 
not in Form perhaps, from the Imperial Mi- 
niſters. 

In this State of Things, and in this Diſpo- 
ſition of all Parties, what could it be imagined 
that the Spamaras ſhould turn themſelves to, 
on the Foreſight of a Rupture of all Intimacy, 
and even Correſpondence with France ? 
Could they refolve to leave themſelves with-- 
out any Ally with ſo many Enemies, and with 
their Intereſts ſtill unadjuſted ? Could they 
reſolve to run the Riſque, in this Condition, 
of falling back into a State of War, when 
they were about to purchaſe Peace at a Price, 
which they thought ſo dear? Could they re- 
ſolve to abandon themſclves intirely to Great 
Britain, who had hitherto ſhewn fo much 
Partiality to the Emperor, till their Enemy, 
and whoſe principal Intercourſe with them 
had been managed hitherto by France, ta 
to whom they expected ſoon to become Eue- 
mes? Certainly they could not reſolve upon 
EB: this, 
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this, even as I have ſtated the Caſe; much 


leſs could they do ſo, if they had ſuch an in- 
veterate Rancour at Heart, as Publicola re- 

reſents. What then could our Miniſters 
1magine the Spaniards ſhould do upon a Fore- 
fight of the Infanta's being ſent back, and by 
Conſequence of breaking with France ? I 
will venture to ſay, for it is plain and evi- 
dent, that if they thought any Thing on this 
Affair, they muſt think the very Thing, which 
the Spaniards did. The Spaniards began to 
treat at Vienna, that they might prepare for 
the worſt; and they delay'd concluding their 
Treaty, till what they fear'd happen'd. Give 
me Leave to add, that it was caſy to fee that, 
whenever the Miniſters of P hiliþ and the 
Tmperialiſis ſhould come to examine their 
Maſter's Intereſt together, they would ſoon 
find theſe Intereſts not ſo hard to reconcile, 
nor their Want of Mediators fo great, as they 


bad imagined, whilſt Rivalſhip and Pique 
kept them at a Diſtance ; and that there were 


Men of great Weight in the Emperor's Court, 


whoſe private Intereſt muſt render them par- 


ticularly zealous to promote this Union. All 
this happen'd ; and it affords a pregnant In- 
ſtance of what I ſaid above, that Reaſon of 
State will determine the Conduct of Princes ; 
not old ſtale, Reſentments. 

From what hath been thus ſtated I defire 
to make ſome Inferences, and to recommend 
them to Publicola's Conſideration, 

Firſt 
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Firſt then. It appears more ridiculous than 


ever to talk of the Promiſe of Gibraltar and 


the Lojs of their Fleet as lying at the Hearts of 
the Spaniards and breaking out upon this Oc- 
caſion. Neither muſt it be ſaid abſolutely, 
that our refuſing the „le Mediation at Cam- 
bray threw Spain into the Arms of the Em- 
peror. In what Reſpect this Step might con- 
tribute to it, will be ſaid preſently. But the 
principal and determining Cauſe of Sparr's 
uniting ſo cloſely with the Emperor, was the 
ſending back the Infanta. 
Secondly. However ſudden the immediate 
Reſolution for the Departure of this Princeſs 
from France might be ; yet this Deſign had 
been long in Agitation; ſo long, that the 
Suſpicion of it had been entertain'd by the 
Spaniards, and was even publickly own'd by 
their Miniſters very many Months before they 
ſent their full Powers for carrying on a Treaty 
at Vienna. | 
Thirdly. There was ſurely, in the whole 
Progreſs of this Affair, Notice enough to alarm 
any reaſonable Men ; and Time enough to 
prepare for the Conſequences of a Breach be- 
tween France and Spain, During the Lite 
of the Duke of Orleans, he had, and it could 
not well be otherwiſe, the chief Credit at 
Madrid. But it was obvious enough that, 
by ſending back the Infanta, his Succeſſor 
would furniſh us with a fair Opportunity of 
attempting at leaſt to get between France and 
Spain, as France had ſtood between Spain 
| and 
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and zs, and of maintaining ourſelves in that 
Poſt. This indeed was an Object of the ut- 
moſt Importance ; which deſerved more than 
all our Negotiations have coſt us ; and which 
it is not impoſſible might have been accom- 
pliſh'd for leſs. Whenever it ſhall appear that 
we took all the Meaſures, in our Power, in a 
proper Manner and at a proper Time, for 
this great End, infinite Honour will accrue 
to our Miniſters without Diſpute. 

Fourthly. If we had been as much prepared, 
as one would think we might in ſo many 
Months have been, we ſhould have had ſome 
great Advantages, which, if we were unpre- 
pared for theſe Events, and even ſurprized at 
them, it was impoſſible we ſhould reap. 

The /o/e Mediation could not indeed have 
been ſooner offer'd than it was; becauſe it 
could not be offer'd till Spazn had broke with 
France, and then it was offer'd to us. Nay, 
if it had been offer'd ſooner, I agree that we 
could not have accepted it ſooner, for Reaſons 
of Policy and even of Decency. But if we 
had been prepared for theſe Events, we might 
have ſtruck a great Stroke, as the Generality 
of the World thought, and continue to think, 
by accepting the Mediation in Form, as ſoon 
as it was offer'd. In the Caſe ſuppoſed of 
hreparatory Meaſures taken by us, on a Fore- 
light of ſuch a Conjuncture, it is probable that 
Spain would not have been extravagant enough 
to precipitate ſo bad a Bargain as ſhe made 
for herſelf in the Vienna Treaty. Having 

5 AQ 


( 109 ) 
no Mediator nor even Ally, ſhe was under a 
Neceſſity of granting almoſt any Terms to 
the Emperor, provided ſhe ſecured the main 
Points, which ſhe had in View. But, ſure 
of our Support, and ſhe might have had Aſ- 
furances ſufficient for her to depend upon, it 
is impoſſible to think ſhe would have carry'd 
her Conceſſions farther than ſhe needed to have 
done. In this Caſe, none of thoſe Engage- 
ments (which were talk'd of, but which have 
never yet appear'd) ſo injurious to Britain 
could have been taken; and we might- have 
had perhaps the Satisfaction of ſeeing the 
Peace of Europe conſummated by the Recon- 
ciliation of % Princes; the Adjuſtment of 
whoſe Intereſts had been fo long our Care; 


O 
and whoſe Union is, without Doubt, in ge- 


neral, and unleſs ſome particular Circumſtan- 
ces of a very extraordinary Nature hinder it, 
the common Advantage of all thoſe, who 
defire to ſee a Balance of Power preſerved in 
the weſtern World. But I go farther. I will 
ſuppoſe that we had not been able to ſoften 
Spain; or that we had not attempted it, 
which perhaps was the Caſe; that Spain look'd 
look'd on us with a jealous, and even a re- 
vengefal Eye: and in ſhort that the Media- 
tion was ofter'd to us without any Deſign that 
we ſhould concern ourſelves in it, and purely 
tor Form ſake; yet ſurely, even in this Caſe, 
ſome Advantage might have been taken by 
our immediate Acceptance of it. Our Con- 


duct, at leaſt, would have been free from 
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any Objection ; and Spain and the Emperor 

would have been left without any Colour of 

Excuſe. Might not ſuch a Step have retarded 

the Concluſion of this famous Treaty? Might 

not Time have been gain'd ; and would not 

the leaſt Time, in this Cafe, have been of the 
reateſt Moment to us? 

Fifthly. When the Mediation was offer'd 
us, we could not know how ſoon the Treaty 
would be ſign' d. It cannot be pretended that 
we did. Our Refu/al' of it therefore muſt 
have been grounded purely on theſe two Con- 
fiderations, (ſo often urged in Defence of this 
Meaſure) that the Spaniards were our inve- 
terate Enemies, and that we were in Alliance 
with the French. What is meant by being 
in Alliance with the French, and making this 
a Diſtinction between our Relation to them 


and our Relation to the Spanzards, I am at a 


Loſs to find. We were ſurely in Alliance 
with one Nation, as well as the other, from 
the Moment the King of Sparn acceded to 
the Quadruple Alliance, and the Matters till 
unſettled at Cambray were ſolely relative to 
him and to the Emperor. If it be meant that 
we thought the French our Friends, and 
knew that the Spaniards waited only for a 


pretended Occaſion to break out into Enmity 


with us; I think this Reaſon will prove the 
very contrary of what it is advanced to prove. 
Did we ſuſpe&t that ſomething contrary to 
our Intereſt, ſomething dangerous to us, was 
working up in the Negotiation of Vienna a 

anc 
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ED 
and did we for this very Reaſon decline an 
Opportunity of coming at ſome Knowledge 
of what was in Agitation there ? Did we, for 
this very Reaſon, refuſe the beff Means we 
could have hoped for, of keeping up our an- 


tient Friendſhip with the Imperial Court, and 


of being in a Condition to check the Court of 
Spain? ſuch Arguments as theſe will not pals; 
and whoever produces them hath too mean 
an Opinion of the reſt of Mankind, and too 
preſumptuous an Opinion of his own Suffi- 
ciency. On the Part of France, no Objection 
could have been made to us, if we had ac- 
cepted this Mediation; for either the Points 
to be mediated upon were pure Trifles ; ſuch 
as the Titles, and other Matters of as little 
Weight, refer d to the Congreſs of Cambray ; 
in which Caſe our accepting the /o/e Mediation 

mult have been quite indifferent to the French; 
or theſe Points were of Moment to the general 
Intereſt ; and in this Caſe, the French ought 
to have defired that we ſhould continue in the 
Mediation, for the fame Reaſons, which 
ought to have determined us to do ſo. If the 
Friendſhip and Confidence between vs and the 
French was not ſo ſtrict as it hath been repre- 
ſented, they did not deſerve the Compliment 
we made them. If this Friendſhip and Con- 
dence were fo ſtrict, they might and they 

would have truſted us with Pleaſure. Ever 
one knows how concern'd and alarm'd the 
French were at the Reſentment, which the 
King of SHain (hew'd on this Occaſion, Their 
firſt 


— —— — — — — — 


1 1 . 
n ————— - 
n 4 v7 Re 
8 ASE 3 
. : bh — bo” 
8 N - E 4 wh ” 42 


- 
2 — — * — 3 Me _ 
PI wth 2 . 0 ACOG Sa * BY > — 


1 r 
— oa . 
DE 2 


£4 
"> 


FR we ER 7 
Bea: dar e 
wet, 2 


3 
— pe 7˖§ß§ÄßTws OOTY * 


ö 


FE 4 


= 
* 
7 


wr © 
Fr 
1 5 
* ; p 
1 
1 
. 
[ ; j r / 
4 jt : 
þ N 
6 
/ } 
1 
we! 
= 
"y y 
1-20 
14 : 
i: 
Q 
Wm 1 
* 
{ C 
Ls 
7 : 
4} F 
p 1 
p 1 
1 
7 . 
[1 N 33 
* 8 
3 
1 Wy p / 
? ' 
1 
1 1 
Ls 1 
f the 
b +: 
| 11 
Ad . 7 9 
17 * 5 3 
. N 7 
4 it x 
4 : 
7 { '% 
4: 1 * 
"is . 12 
21 : [ 
. 
= [1 
, 7 4 
oy . & 
'K ; 7 
ich : ; 
4 4 
2 Li 4 
118 
j T3. £ 
7 9 4 : 
h . FR 
0 1 
1 {il 3 
$ . 
2 £ £ 
4 F 5 
1 4. 
2 75 1 
7 
BS 7 
7 1 
* 0 
F o 
= 7. 
= 0 ; 
a 
N 
3 
> EF * 
3 0 
1 ſ 
l £* Wi 
0 =_ 
8. i : 
* # 
I 
A * . 
0 f 
* 
it % 
1 
1 
10 3 
o * 11 
. 
a 1 
"a if 
v „ 
| : 7 
= 1 : 8 
11 115 
"= 1. 
Bs 
| 1 
L 5 
1 
3 1 
1 
5 * 
iv 1 
- L 1 — 
* 1 
: 
15k : 
4 * 
« £ 
| ” 


"gs De 
n 


** 
» 


* 
112 ) 
firſt Care was to try all poſſible Means of pa- 
cifying him. If we could have been one of 
theſe Means, their Obligations to, and their 
Confidence in us muſt have increaſed, We 
might have treated for them, when they could 
not treat for themſelves. Inſtead of this, b 
Dint of Management, we ſo diſpoſed Affairs, 
that the French in a ſhort Time treated for 
us with the Emperor and the King of SHain, 

with whom we could not treat for ourſelves. 
The laſt Inference I ſhall make, from all 
that hath been ſaid, is this. As ſending back 
the Infanta, was the certain and immediate 
Cauſe of throwing Spain into the Arms of the 
Emperor; ſo our Refuſal of the ſole Media- 
tion may juſtly be deem'd an acceſſory Cauſe 
of it. This Refuſal might give Occaſion to 
carry the Engagements of theſe two Princes 
farther than ic was for our Intereſt that they 
ſhould go. At leaſt, our Acceptance of it 
was the ſole, probable Meaſure, in that In- 
ſtant, of preventing ſuch Engagements; for 
this Union of the Emperor and the King of 
Spain is not, in itſelf, ſo terrible. Sparn 
might be as well, nay better for vs and for all 
Europe, in the Arms of the Emperor than of 
France; and if this Union is become for mida— 
ble to us, we may thank for it our wn Ma- 
nagement, through a long Series of Buſineſs, 
and through divers Revolutions of Affairs; our 
too much Neglect of Spain; our too much 
Dependence on France; our being, upon all 
Occaſions, indefatigably buſy about the In- 
tereſts 


. 


s 


3 

tereſts of other People, and leaving to other 
People the Conduct of our own ; of which 
ſurely a more ſtrange Example cannot be 
imagined than that, which is before our Eyes. 
We would not attempt, nay we would not 
conſent to be Mediators, when we ſtood in 


* 
* 


that Character, and could ſtand in no other, 


notwithſtanding all the Reaſons for it in that 
nice Conjuncture. Such was our Delicacy. 
But we have admitted and (may I be allow'd 
to ſay ſo?) we have courted France to act 
as Mediator, where ſhe is a Party; for France 
is a Party to the Treaty of Hanover; and the 
Treaty of Hanover, with the Treaty of Vienna, 
give Occaſion jointly to the Congreſs of Soi 
/ons, and all the preſent Negotiations. 

That France is a Party in our Quarrel, 
we have been often told; and that ſhe would 
act as ſuch, we have been often aſſured. She 
was to make be/ieging Gibraltar a Caſus Fæ- 
deris. She was to march an Ar my into Row- 
ſillon. What was ſhe not to do? — But we 
have ſeen her act hitherto no Part but that of 
a Mediator; a common Friend; but uncon- 
cern'd in the Quarrel. No good Effect hath 
yet appear'd, even from her Offices as Med:a- 
tor. If, by theſe Offices, ſhe hath kept us 
from acting for ourſelves, and mad- us prefer 
a precarious Dependence to a vigorous War, 
I am ſure the Effect of her acting in this Cha- 
racter hath been a bad one for Britain. 

Nothing can be more plain than that Chain 
of Cauſes and Effects, which hath drag'd 

| _ us 
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( 214 ) 
us into our preſent Difficulties; and as theſe 
Difficulties zncrea/ed, the Obſtinacy of Spain 
muſt of Courſe increaſè likewiſe, If that Court 
had never thought of getting Gibraltar out 
of our Hands, the State we brought ourſelves 
into was ſufficient to ſuggeſt the Deſign to 
them. When once Spain had purchaſed the 
Emperor's Alliance, (I may uſe this Expreſ- 
fion ; the Treaty of Vienna will juſtify it) 
ſhe might flatter herſelf that he would ad- 
here to her, even in znreaſonable Expectati- 
ons; fince he had no more to expect from vs, 
and had ſo much to receive from her. As 
ſoon as we had ſagely declined having to do 
with her, or for her, unleſs in Concert with 
France, with whom ſhe would have nothing 
to do at that Time, France employ'd all poſ- 
ble Means to be reconciled to her. Intrigues 
of every Sort, eccleſiaſtical and ſecular, were 
ſet on Foot. They ſucceeded ; and Spain 
faw ſhe had nothing to apprehend. What ſhe 
had to hope, I determine not, from this Party 
to the Hanover Treaty. The other Princes 
and States, who acceded to this Treaty, ac- 
ceded in ſuch a Manner, as it is eaſy to prove 
(if Publicola fhould think fit to deny it) 
that we could have little to hope and Sparn 
little to apprehend from their Engagements, 
in her Diſputes with us about our immediate 
Intereſts. | 
All other Powers ſoften'd towards each 
other by Degrees; and by Degrees We got 
deeper into the Quarrel. Spain, from hav- 


ing 
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ing no Ally, came to have many; ſome more, 


ſome leſs to be depended on; none to be fear d. 
From having a Mulititude of Diſputes, (he 
came to have none, except with ws. We, on 
the other Hand, from having none of our In- 
tereſts in Diſpute, are come to ſee hardly any 
others in Controverſy. From feeling ourſelves 
back'd by ſeveral Allies, we are come, at 
leaſt in the Points of direct Relation to us, 
to have in Effect no Ally but one; and with 
that one we own that we are d:/atisfy'd; nay 
we own that we are afraid of him. The 
Writer, I am anſwering, infinuates both; 
nay, he does it almoſt in expreſs Words. He 
complains of the Tndifference of France in 
ſupport of our Intereſts ; and of the Danger 
of engaging in a War, in Concert with 
France, Who would have thought it. Mr. 
D' Anvers? Here is the London Fournal con- 
tradicting the Enquiry; and Iam able to point 
out to you many groſs Inſtances of his doing 
the ſame Thing. Here is Publicola account- 
ing for our preſent Difficulties, now they 
are come upon us, by the very Arguments, 
which were urged againſt the Hanover Treaty, 
-and which proved that the natural Conſequence 
of that Treaty was juſt what the Event hath 
ſhewn it to be. Thoſe, who wrote againſt 
the Enquiry, forctold what would happen. 
Publicola juſtifies the Miniſtry, by complain- 
ing that it hath happen'd ! 


I will mention but one Inſtance more of 


this kind ; and that ſhall be with Relation to 
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( 246 + 
the Oftend Company. The grand Quarrel, 
fays Publicola, was between Us and Spain. 
The Oſtend Trade, about which ſuch a Noiſe 
hath been made, was more the Concern of our 
Neighbours, both by Treaty and Intereſt, than 
OUT. OWN. Now I will leave the World to 
decide by wHoM all this Norſe about the 
Oſtend Trade hath been made. Did not you, 
Mr. D' Anvers, and ſeveral other Writers, main- 
tain that {7s Company was of but little Con- 
cern to us, in Oppoſition to the whole Party, 
on the contrary Side, who took all poflible 
Pains, both within Doors and - without, to 
prove that the Oftend Trade was a Point of 
the utmoſt Concern to Britain, and even equal 
to Gibraltar itſelf? Nay the Author of the 
Enquiry (who hath now the Mortification to 
fee himſelf given up, in every material Ar- 
ticle, by both Parties; even by Thoſe, who 
fet him to work) goes ſo far, p. 57. of that 
memorable Performance, as to affert that 
Gibraltar would be of no Importance to us, if 
the Oftend Company ſhould be ſuffer'd to ſub- 
fiſt ; and having labour'd that Point, with all 
his Strength, for no leſs than twenty Pages 
together, concludes it thus; that not only our 
own Eaft and Weſt India Trade, and that of 
the Dutch, will be ruin'd by the Oſtend Com- 
pany, which will be the immediate Effect of it 
(or rather is ſo already in ſome Degree) but 
alſo that the Contagion will ſpread to many 
other Branches of the Britiſh and Dutch Trade; 
and convey along with it . the Riches, the 
| Strength, 


n 
Strength, and the naval Power to the ſame 
Spaniſh Netherlands, 

But were it ſo that Holland alone would 
be the Sufferer by the Oſtend Trade; ( which 
is far from being the Caſe; ) yet the Ruin of 
Holland muſt carry along with it, in the End, 
the RUIN of BRITAIN. | 

Such Abſurdities as theſe would provoke 
Merriment in a Cafe of leſs Conſequence ; 
but they provoke Indignation in a Caſe, where 
the Honour and Intereſt of our King and 
Country are ſo deeply concern'd. 

Into this State were our foreign Affairs 
brought, when his preſent Majeſty came to 

the Crown, I mention this the rather, be- 
cauſe they, who now think it for their Intereſt 
to date the Riſe of all this Miſchief ſo much 
backwarder than it can conſiſtently with 
Truth be dated, may poſſibly find it for their 
Intereſt hereafter, if new and almoſt una- 
voidable Difficulties ſhould come upon us, 
in Conſequence of what they have done in a 
FORMER REIGN, to date the Riſe of them 
as much foo forward. Let it then be re- 
member'd that all, which hath happen'd in 
THIS REIGN, is no more than a Prolonga- 
tion of the ſame Scene. The great Scenes of 
the World are not to be ſhifted at our Plea- 
ſure. They muſt be continued ſometimes, 
when we are convinced the moſt that they 
are weakly framed. Opportunities ruſt be 
waited for, and we truſt they will happen. 
We are ſyre they will be improved by the 


I 3 Capacity, 


( a8 } 
Capacity, the Vigour, the Experience and 
Valour of our auguſt Monarch. A ſeaſonable 
and powerful Effort hath often broke through 
the moſt complicated Evils. A Word hath 
often effected what the moſt fedious Negotia- 
tions, ſuch as we have been accuſtom'd to, 
could never have brought about. 

I have now done with Mr. Publicola for 
this Time ; and I hope for good and all. It 
my Letter is grown into a greater Length 
than I deſign'd, this hath been owing princi- 
pally to an earneſt Delire of ſetting 7he/e 
Matters (to often and ſo grolly miſrepreſented) 
in a juſt and clear Light. I have advanced no 
Facts, but ſuch as are of publick Notoriety ; 
ſuch as I know to be true ; and ſuch as I do 
verily believe to be ſo, upon ſuch Grounds as 
reaſonable Men have always thought ſuffici- 


ent to conſtitute, in Caſes of this Nature, the 


higheſt Probability. I have endeavour'd to 
puſh no Conſequence, nor to ſtrain any Ar- 
gument farther than I judged it would evi- 
dently bear; for whatever Publicola may 
think, which concerns me little, I affure you, 
Mr. D' Anvers, that I would not have given my- 
ſelf this Trouble, ſmall as it is, of anſwering 
him for any other Reaſon but this; that, in 
order to get well out of our preſent Difficulties 
and Dangers, it is neceſſary to know truly 
how we came into them ; and that he there- 
fore, who contributes to diſpel from before 
the Eyes of Mankind thoſe Miſts of Error, 
which are fo induſtriouſly raiſed at this Time, 

| does 
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does ſome Service to his King and his Coun- 
try. 


J am, S1R, Ge. 
JOHN TROT. 
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REMARKS on a late Pamphlet, intitled, 
Obſervations on the Condutt of GRE A T- 
BRITAIN, &c. In a Letter to CALEB 
D*'anveRs, E 


Written in the Year, 1729. 


Ty late Pamphlet, intitled, Ob ſerva- 
tions on the Conduct of Great-Britain, 
c. being chiefly deſign'd as an Anſwer tc 

5 firſt Letter on the pretended Project of a 
TRUE, it may be thought incumbent on 
me to juſtify what I have written ; for though 
this Piece (which conſiſts of nothing but In- 
conſiſtencies, Contradictions, Prevarications, and 
downright Falſhoods) is already ſunk into that 
Contempt, which it deſerves; yet when a private 
Perſon launches into Politicks, it is his Duty 
to pay ſome Regard to an Adverſary, who 
produces the leaſt Marks of Authority, how- 
ever mean and deſpicable his Performance 
may be thought. 
The Shortneſs of Time will, I hope, ex- 
cuſe any little Inaccuracies of Stile, or trivial 
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Miſtakes, that I may happen to fall into 
through the Courſe of theſe Remarks, which 
every Body will perceive required Haſte. 

I ſhall paſs over all his little Sophiſtry on 
the Freedim of Writing, as well as his dirty 
Imputations of Libelling, Diſaffeftion and ill 
Deſigns againſt the Government (thoſe trite, 
worn-out Topicks of every wretched Scrib- 
bler againſt you for above theſe two Years 
paſt) and come directly to the Points, upon 
which the whole Streſs of his Arguments, ſuch 
as they are, depends. 

The firſt Objection, which he undertakes 
to confute, is the ſuppoſed Inactivity of our 
Squadrons, and the Depredations committed by 
the Spaniards pon our Merchants in the Weſt- 
Indies. 

In order to do this, he hath given us, what 
he calls, the Inſtruction- to Admiral TT oer, 
and the other Commanders of our Squadrons 
in thoſe Parts. 

I ſhall not enquire from whom he received 
theſe Lights ; though it ſeems very extraordi- 
nary that a little, obſcure Pamphleteer ſhould 
be favour'd with Papers of ſuch a private Na- 
ture, as have been ſometimes refuſed, even 
upon Applications in Parliament. 

Neither will I offer to diſpute whether theſe 
Inſtructions are genuine and authentick ; tho' 
there are ſeveral Things in them, which have 
a ſuſpicious Aſpect. By the t Orders, 
given to Admiral Hofer, it looks as if tho/e, 
who ſent him, did n not underſtand the Service 


they 


* 


Em 
they ſent him upon; for they direct him to 


block up the Flota and Galleons in the Port 


of Cartagena; which is indeed a proper Port 
to look for the Galleons in; but the Flota 
was never there, fince the Spaniards traded 
ta that Country. By the ſecond Inſtructions, 
they ſeem to be ſenſible of their Miſtake, by 
giving him diſtin& Orders to take Care of the 
Flota; which makes it probable that, at firſt, 
they took the Flota and Galleons to be the 
ſame Fleet, and did not know that one came 
from Peru, and the other from Mexico. 

Neither can I find out the Reaſon for pre- 
ferring the Galleons, in theſe Inſtructions, to 
the Flota; for if keeping the Spaniſh Treg- 
ſure from going home was the Intent of that 
Expedition, the Flota was as. material an 
Attention as the Gallons, having as much 
Money aboard them ; and both might have 
been intercepted, had our Fleet been rightly 
ſtation'd at firſt, v/z. in the Bay of Matanzas 
in the Iſland of Cuba, where they might have 
ftay'd much more conveniently than at the 
Baſtimentos. | 

Indeed ſtopping the Flota is made the next 
Point to ſtopping the Galleons; but confider- 
ing the Port, from whence 1t comes, and the 
Courſe it ſteers, it was almoſt impoſſible that 
a Squadron, lying at the Baſtimentos, ſhould 
intercept them, or gain any Intelligence of 
them. ; 

In another Part of theſe Orders, Admiral 
Hofier is inſtructed to PERSUADE the Spa- 
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niards to let him take them ; which I confeſs 
looks, at firſt Sight, ſomewhat romantick and 
ridiculous. | 

Theſe Particulars, I fay, might render the 
whole liable to Suſpicion ; but though I could 
not help taking ſome Notice of them, I would 
not be thought to infer from hence the Impoſ- 
ſibility of their being authentic, for though 
I have a very bad Opinion of the Pamphleteer, 
I cannot think that he would dare to impoſe 
upon the World in a Matter of ſuch Conſe- 
quence ; but fince it was thought neceſſary to 
give the Publick ſome Satisfaction in this Af- 
tair, I could with he had favour'd us with 
ALL theſe Inſtructions at Length and entire, 
( for this does not appear to be the Caſe ) that 
we might have been able to form a true Judg- 
ment, upon a View of the Whole, which 
cannot be ſo well done by Scraps and Ex- 
tracts. | 

However, it appears from theſe Orders 
themſelves ( as he hath thought fit to publiſh 
them) that /fopping the Galleons was to be 
their chief Care; and that they were not to 
riſque the Succeſs of it upon any Account. 
1 will therefore leave it to the Judgment of 
Mankind, whether any prudent Officer, un- 
der ſuch a fri and particular Injunction, 
would run the leaſt Hazard of failing in that 
main Point, by endeavouring to protect our 
Merchants. It is certain, at leaſt, that the 
Spaniards did, and do till continue their 
Outrages with very little Moleſtation, a4 
With- 


( #43) 
without any confiderable Repriſals made on 
our Parts. Nay, the Commanders of our 
Squadrons were ſo far from giving any Aſſiſt- 
ance to our Merchants in thoſe Seas, that it is 
well known the Exigencies of the publick 
Service obliged them to make ſuch an Impreſs 
on their Ships (to ſupply the great Loſs and 
Deſtruction of the Men, on board our Squa- 
drons) as render'd them unable to perform 
their Voyages. 

His reaſoning therefore, on this Head, is 
reduced to one of theſe Points ; either firſt, 
that the naval Force, ſent to thoſe Parts, was 
not ſufficient to perform fach d:ferent Ser- 
vices z or ſecondly, that our Admiral and 
Commanders did apprehend themſelves to be 
confined or embarraſs d by ſome Cautions and 
Limitations ; or thirdly, that they either ne- 
glected, or did not underſtand their Duty; 
which would be ſuch a Reflection upon the 
Skill, Courage and Integrity of thoſe excellent 
Officers, as will not eaſily paſs upon the 
World. 

The Pampbleteer hath produced Part of one 
Letter from Admiral Hofer; in which he 
gives an Account, contrary to the general 
Opinion here till this Time, that the Spaniards 
had diſembark'd. their Treaſure, and ſent it 
back to Panama, before he arrived at the Ba- 
ſtimentos; upon which this Writer obſerves, 
that he could not have taken any Thing but 
empty Hulks ; and then ſeems to think him- 
ſelf very ſmart in aſking, whether fuch a 
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Pledge would have had much Influence on the 
Counſels of Spain? To which I reply, firſt, 
that this is nothing to the Purpoſe ; becauſe it 
is plain, that the Admiral had no Power to 
ſeize the Galleons, in caſe they had not been 
unloaded ; ſo that his Arrival could have no 
other Effect, than that of their own Advice- 
Boat, to make them ſecure their Treaſure. 
Secondly, I do not think it would have been 
ſuch bad Policy to have taken even the empty 
Hulks, or burnt them in the Port ( fo that the 
Spaniards could have made no farther Uſe of 
them) and to have faild immediately to 
Vera Cruz, and ſeized the Flota, inſtead of 
lying ſo long to watch empty Hulks, till our 
own Ships became rotten, and almoſt empty 
Hulks themſelves. | 
I could wiſh, for the farther Information 
and Satisfaction of the Publick, that the 
Pamphleteer had found it convenient to give 
us the Sight of all Admiral Hofeer's Letters; 
for no doubt he muſt have ſent ſeveral, during 
his long and diſaſtrous Continuance on that 
Station ; from whence perhaps we might have 
had ſome farther Light into this Affair, or 
collected at leaſt what his Opinion was of the 
Nature of his Inſtru&ions, and the Conduct 
of that Expedition. However, it is well known 
in what Manner he expreſs'd himſelf, upon 
ſeveral Occaſions, both at Jamaica, 7 in 
Letters to his Friends in England. 
I am ready to ſubſcribe, with the greateſt 
Pleaſure and Sincerity, to all the Encomiums, 
which 


3 E 
which this Writer makes on Sir Charles 
Wager; whom I know to be a Gentleman of 
the moſt amiable Character both in publick 
and private Life, 1 am confident that no 
Difficulties or Dangers could deter him from 
doing his Duty; that no Temptations could 
prevail upon him to betray his Truſt ; and 
that he did not want the greateſt Skill and 
Abilities to execute it. I have the fame good 
Opinion of Sir John Jennings, and other 
Commanders, who were ſent upon thoſe Ser- 
vices ; and when the Pamphleteer was in his 
panegyrical Strain, I could with that he had 
done Juſtice to their Characters; and like- 
wiſe paid ſome ſmall Tribute of Gratitude to 
the Memory of thoſe brave Officers, who 
had the Misfortune to periſh (I was going to 
fay, were ſacrificed) in the Service of their 
Country. But they are dead, and have it 
not now in their Power to iy themſelves, 
or to accuſe others. ENS 

But to return I do not find by the 
Orders given to Sir Charles Wager, the 22d 
of December 1726, that he was impower'd 
to intercept any Ships with Stores, Ammuni- 
tion, or Proviſions, bound for the Spaniſb 
Camp, then in Sight of Gibraltar, in order 
to beſiege it; nor inſtructed, even by the ſoft 
Endeavours of Perſuaſion, or otherwiſe, to get 
them or their Cargo into his Poſſeſſion, to diſ- 
able them from beginning Hoſtilities ; not- 
withſtanding the ſame Orders directed him to 
reiaforce the Garriſon of Gibraltar, which 
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was then going to be beſieged, by ſending the 
Land Forces then on board Admiral Hopſon's 
Squadron and, in caſe of Need, to give all the 
Relief and Afjiſtance he was able to the ſaid 
Garriſon ; though I have been credibly in- 
form'd, the Spaniards were permitted to paſs 
by our Squadron, even under the Stern of the 
Admiral, and ſafely landed Stores, Proviſions, 
Ammunition and other Neceſſaries for the 
Siege of that Place. 

If this be true, as I am aſſured it is, I ſhould 
be glad to know for what Reaſon his Inſtruc- 
tions ran in that / Strain; or why ſo much 
Complaiſance was ſhewn to the Spaniards, 
upon the Occaſion of ſuch an undiſguiſed De- 
fign againſt that important Fortreſs. I am 
the more deſirous to know this, becauſe I am 
fure it conld not proceed from any want of 
Vigilance or Zeal in that brave and excellent 
Officer, who is a Man of too eſtabliſh'd a 
Character to ſuffer in any Body's Opinion, by 
the oblique and ungenerous Inſinuation of 
this Writer, after all his Compliments, that 
he was not attended with his former good For- 
7UNE. 

The Pampbleteer, having thus refuted the 
Objections againſt the ſuppoſed Inactivity of 
our Squadrons, by producing ſome Parts of the 
Inſtructions to the Commanders of them; and 
ſhewn, as he tells us, that the Loſſes of our 
Merchants have not been owing to any Want 
of that Care, which the Government ought al- 
ways to take for the Protection of our T. 1 * 
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he proceeds, in the next Place, to give us 
ſome Account of thoſe Captures, which he 
fays are not near ſo confiderable as they have 
been repreſented; and having prefaced this Part 
likewiſe with a great many angry Reflections, 
he produces a Liſt of 7wenty-/zx Ships, which 
he would have us believe to be ALL, that we 
have really loſt His Addreſs in cooking 
up this Account is very remarkable. 

I: We are told this is an exact Liſt of all 
ſuch Ships as have been taken by the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt-Tndies, ſince the Conclu- 
fion of the Treaty of Hanover. But why 
ſhould he confine it thus to Place and Time? 
I mention'd, indeed, only three Years paſt, 
by Reaſon of the frequency of the Captures 
during that Time ; but if I had undertaken 
to give the Publick an Account of all cur 
Lolſes, I ſhould certainly have begun my Ac- 
count a great deal farther bach; much lefs 
ſhould I have limited it to the Yeft Indies; 
ſince I preſume that Ships taken in the Ocean 
and other Seas, are as much Loſſes to our 
Merchants, as thoſe taken in America, and 
that they have the ſame Right to expect Re- 
paration for them. 

2. This is a Liſt of ſuch Captures only, as 
have been, at any Time, convey'd to the Know- 
ledge of the Government, either by the imme- 
diate Complaints of the Merchants concern'd in 
thoſe Captures ; their Repreſentations to the 
Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations ; or 
the Actounts tranſmitted by bis Majeſty's Mi- 
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| mifters and Conſuls abroad, which is what 1 
ſuppoſe he means by the moſt authentick Te- 
ſtimonies. But is it to be inferr'd from hence, 
as he ſeems to do, that no more Loſſes have 
been fuſtain'd than what have been thus for- 
mally complain'd of ? I grant, indeed, that no 
Merchant can expect Reparation, who does 
not give in the Particulars of his Loſſes; but 
it is well known that many of theſe Syferers 
did not do this; which might proceed from 
different Cauſes. Several Merchants, who 
refide in our Plantations and Settlements a- 
broad, might not have Opportunity to tranſ- 
mit the Particulars of their Lofles, and au- 
thorize their Agents to make a regular Com- 
plaint ; for, if I am not miſinform'd, ſome 
Complaints were actually brought in, after 
the Account was cloſed, and therefore not in- 
ſerted in it. Others might negle& to do it, 
by deſpairing of Succeſs ; and thinking, per- 
haps, that the Proſpe& of Reparation would 
not anſwer the Trouble of complaining. 
The Publick, I believe, will ſoon ſee a true 
Account of our Loſſes, by the Depredations 
of the Spaniards, both in the Weſt Indies and 
in other Seas, from a proper Period of Time; 
which will more fully ſhew the Fallacy of 
this partial Liſt, which ought to be reſented 
with the utmoſt Indignation, as an Inſult on 
the Misfortunes and Calamities of the Br:7:/þ 
Merchants. 
I am told that the Pamphleteer had a De- 
ſign to oblige us likewiſe, in this Piece, with 
| a counter - 
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a Counter-Liſt of thoſe Ships, which we have 
taken from the Spaniards, during the late 
Diſturbances; and that this was actuall 
printed, but afterwards cancel d and ſuppreſs'd. 
I am ſorry to hear that any Motives could 
induce ſo impartial a Writer to rob us of 
this Catalogue, which was not only very pro- 
per, but would no Doubt give great Satisfac- 
tion to the Publick. 

The only Objection, ſays the Pampbleteer, 
that remains to be anſwer'd upon this Point of 
the Spaniſh Depredations, 7s with Regard fo 
Letters of Marque and Reprifal ; by which 
the Traders might have been authorized to 
make themſelves Reparation. He acknow- 
ledges that the Merchants, in the Situation 
we were then in, with Regard to Spain, had 
a Right, both by our own Law and that of 
Nations, to demand ſuch Letters. He then 
proceeds to juſtify the Miniſtry (which I hope 
wants no Juſtification) by ſhewing that heb 
Letters were not refuſed, Thoſe are His 
Words. But how docs he ſhew it? Why, he 
gives us two Inſtances of Owners of Ships, 
who did apply for them, upon an Order pub- 
liſh'd in the Gazette, and were actually re- 
fuſed ; and does not produce one Inſtance of 
any Man whatſoever, to whom they were 
granted. - 

He tells us indeed, by Way of Apology for 
this Refuſal, that the preliminary Treaty 
baving been for ſome Time negotiating at Paris, 
his late Majeſty thought proper to defer iſſuing 
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theſe Commiſſions, till he ſhould ſee the Succeſs 
of that Negotiation, He adds that the preli- 
minary Articles were ſign'd at Paris, the 
20th of May, and that Draughts of Inſtruc- 
tions to the Lords of the Admiralty, for grant- 
ing Letters of Marque, were ſign' d by his late 
Majeſty after the 21/ of April. As therefore 
the preliminary Treaty had been fome Time 
negotiating at Parzs, the Queſtion 1s whether 
it was not actually negotiating at the Time, 
when this Order was publiſh'd in the Ga- 


Sette ; and if it was, why was the Order pub- 


liſh'd at all? fince it could only tend to put- 
ting the Merchants upon equipping Ships for 
this Service (as I am told ſeveral did at Briſtol) 
to no purpoſe, and at a great Expence. 

This therefore is ſuch a Fuftification of the 
Miniſtry, as I am ſure you, Mr. D' Anvers, 
would be afraid to publiſh. 

He proceeds, in the laſt Place, to expoſe 
the Clamour, that hath been raiſed againſt the 
Negotiations at Soiſſons, and the Project of 
Accommodation, which hath cauſed ſo much 
Diſquiet. 

I confeſs it gives me ſome Pleaſure to find 
that I was right in my Conjecture, that if any 
ſuch Project was really in Agitation, it would 
not bear the Name of a Truce; for lo! it is 
not call'd a Truce; it is a proviſional Treaty; 
though, for my Part, I am not able to diſco- 
ver any Difference between them, unleſs it be 


in the Sound; for a proviſional Treaty docs 
not 


1 
8 
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not ſeem to imply, any more than a Truce, a 
final Determination of all the Differences, 


which is ſo much wanted, but only a Suſpen- 


fron of them for a Time. 


The preliminary Treaty was, properly 
ſpeaking, a proviſional Treaty, as it was to 
provide for ſomething farther at the Congreſs; 

bo that the Negotiations at this Aſſembly 

ſhould end in a proviſional Treaty only, is not 
what we had Reaſon to expect from the Aſſu- 
rances ſo often given us. 

I cannot forbear obſerving, in this Place, 
the various Denominations, under which this 
Treaty hath paſs d. At firſt, we were promi- 
ſed a full, formal and eftabliſh Peace; but 
ſoon after the Concluſion of the 4% Seſſion, it 
was call'd, in the foreign Prints, a Paciſica- 
tion; and after that an 14a of a Pacification 
then it was a T7 uce, and bore that Name in 
all Papers, foreign and domeſtick, for ſeveral 
Months together; at laſt, according to this 
Writer, it is neither a Peace, nor a Pacific a- 
tion, nor an Idea of a Paci cation, nor a 
Truce, but a proviſional Treaty. 

Well! if a Peace could not be obtain' d, 
and a Truce would not go down; cen let it 
be a proviſional Treaty; or what elſe they 
pleaſe, I ſcorn to inſiſt upon Names with 
theſe Gentlemen ; but will examine the 


Treaty itſelf, as it is given us by the Pampb- 
leteer, 
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It is fomewhat ſtrange that a Writer, who 
takes upon himſelf ſuch an Air of Authority, 
ſhould condeſcend to borrow his Materials 
from the Poſt- Boy; and more ſtrange, that 
he ſhould charge me with g ecting to call this 
Treaty a Truce; when he cannot be ignorant 
that the Po- Boy, from which he quotes the 
Articles, as well as the Dutch Prints, from 
whence the Po/#-Boy tranſlated them, and all 
Papers, for at leaſt two Months before I wrote 
my firſt Letter, call'd it conſtantly by that 
Name. wi 
When I firſt undertook this Examination 
of the pretended Project of a Truce, I treated 
it as chimerical, or the Invention of ill deſign- 
ing Men, and argued from the Defects of the 
Articles, that I could not believe them to be 
genuine. What therefore could - induce his 
Writer to affirm, that we have not ſo much as 
fretended to ſhew that this Project is deficient, 
in not providing for all thoſe Points, that have 
been the Subject of the late Diſputes between 
Great-Britain and foreign Powers; when the 
whole Tenor of that Letter was to prove the 
Defedls of it, by a very circumſtantial Induc- 
tion of Particulars ? But in this he not 
only advances a Fal/hood, but contradicts him- 
ſelf, as ſuch Writers are apt to do; for in the 
very Page before this Aſſertion, that we have 
not ſo much as pretended to ſhew that this Pro- 
ject is deficient, he tell us, that he ſhall make 
fome Obſervations on the OBJECT1oNS, which 
thefe Writers have made to it. 
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Neither can it ſurely be forgot, that the 
Author of the Britiſh Journal repreſented 
this Project, and theſe very Articles, in the 
ſame Manner, as chimerical, and charged 
me with trumping them up, in order to 4ſ. 
perſe the Miniſters with odious Deſigns. He 
call'd them beſides unintelligible Projects, dark 
Things and ill meant Reports, which bear no 
Sign of Credibility, and do not deſerve the 
Name of Intelligence; ſo that when zhe/e 
Articles had been given up, in this Manner, 
by a Vriter ( who, I was inform'd, had Ac- 
ceſs to a Perſon in Authority) it would have 
been ridiculous to enter into a farther Detail 
of the DefeFs of them. But now (ac- 
cording to the uſual Iaconſiſtency of theſe 
Men, and their deſultory Method of Reaſon- 
ing) we are to unbelieve every Thing, which 
we were taught to believe about /ix Weeks 
ago. Theſe unintelligible Projects, which it 
was Faction at that Time even to mention, 
are now acknowledged to be really genuine ; 
the whole Succeſs of our Negotiations is put 
upon them; and they are made the Baſis of 
our future Settlement. Some farther Ob- 
ſervations therefore are now become ſeaſonable 
and requiſite. 

He tells us that, by his Treaty, we obtain 
the plaineſt and moſt direct Acknowledgment 
and Confirmation of our Right to all our Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and to all our Privileges in Trade: 
even thoſe, which had been diſputed; in Oppo 
ſition to preceding Treaties. But in what Man- 
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ner is this Acknowledgment and Confirmation 
obtain'd? The Pampbleteer proves it thus. 
By the ſecond Article, the Treaties of Utrecht, 
Raſtad and Baden, the Treaty of the Hague 
in 17 17, together with the Quadruple Alliance, 
and ALL the Treaties and Conventions, ante- 


cedent to 1725, the preliminary Articles, and 


the Convention fign'd at the Pardo, are made 


the Bafis and Foundation of the preſent Treaty; 
and being exprefly confirm'd by it, without any 
Reſtriction of Time, whatever hath been ſiipu- 
lated in our Favour, in any of thoſe Treaties 
and Conventions, receives a new and perpetual 
Sanction by this. Upon which I ob- 
ſerve. - 


1. That I cannot comprehend how a fem- 


perary Treaty, which I take a proviſional 


Treaty to be, can give a perpetual Sanction to 
any Thing. . 

2. Can a Treaty be properly call'd perpetual 
(though not expreſly limited to any Time ) or 
be ſaid to give a perpetual Sanction, which 
does not finally adjuſt one Point in Diſpute, 
but leaves them to the Determination of Cam- 


miſſioners, and conſequently ſubject to future 
Debates ? 

3. Suppoling this Treaty leaves us upon the 
Foot of former Treaties ; is it not well known 
that the Senſe of /ome of thoſe Treaties hath 
been diſputed ; and may they not be diſputed 
again, and occalion the ſame Diſturbances ? 

I will inſtance only in the Caſe of Gibral- 
tar. As the ſecond Article of this Treaty is 

| | : to 
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„ 
to the very ſame Effect as the /econd Article 
of the preliminary Treaty ; (both of which re- 
late to our Poſſeſſions in general; for Gibral- 
tar is not particularly mention'd in either) I 
cannot {ee how we are better ſecured againſt 
the Pretenſions of Spazn to this Place, than 
we were by the preliminary Articles; and is 


it not notorious that the Spaniards have in- 


ſiſted, and do yet infiſt, that their Preten- 
fions, founded upon a Promiſe under the 
Hand of his late Majeſty, in the Year 17271, 
are confirm'd by the ſaid Preliminaries ? As 
they infiſt therefore to have this pretended 
Promiſe clear d and adjuſted in the Congrefs 
in their Favour ; fo, as we maintain, on | the 
other hand, that theſe Pretenſions to Gib- 
raltar, however founded, are given up by 
this ſecond Article, it is equally incumbent 
upon us to inſiſt that the Preliminaries ſhould 
be ſo explain'd in our Favour, as to exclude 
all Doubts and Queſtions upon them for the 
future ; for as this is the moſt important Point 
with Relation to Great-Britain, it is reaſon- 
able that it ſhould be ſecured to us, in this 
Treaty, by a particular Article to explain it ; 
as ſome other Things of leſs Conſequence have 
been, which ſeem to require no Explanation, 
and are as fully and clearly provided for, in the 
ſecond Article of this Treaty. 

It muſt be farther obſerved, ſays the Pamph- 
leteer, that by this Article, and by the third 
and fifth, We are efſeftually fecur ed from all 


the W Engagements, contain in the 
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( 136 ) 
publick and private Treaties of Vienna, — 
Thoſe dangerous Engagements were, as he 
tells us, | 

1. That the trading Subjects of the Empe- 
ror ſhould be treated in the Dominions of Spain 
MORE FAVOURABLY Zhan thoſe of Great- 
Britain. But this appears to be falſe from the 


' Treaty itſelf, which mentions only that they 


ſhould be treated as the moſt favour'd Nations, 
which other Treaties provide for us, who are 
to be always look'd upon as Gens amiciſſima; 
and conſequently whatever Privileges the En- 
peror, or any other Prince, may obtain for 
their Subjects, from his Catholick Majeſty, 
muſt be conceded to us, at the ſame Time, 
by Virtue of thoſe former Treaties. But how 
are we now ſecured from the dangerous En- 
gagements of the Vienna Treaty, unleſs by a 
Declaration of his Catholic Majeſty, that he 
never underſtood to grant, by the ſaid Treaty 
of Vienna, any Privilege contrary to the Trea- 
ties confirm'd with us, nor to give to the 
Subjects of his Imperial Majeſty any greater 
Advantages than thoſe, enjoy'd by any other 
Nations ? This is no more than what both 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid have from 
the Beginning declared. Yet as this hath 
been a labour'd Point, and ſtrenuouſly aſſerted 
by us, as well in Parliament as elſewhere, and 


made the Baſis of the Hanover Treaty, as of 


the utmoſt Importance to this Kingdom; a 
Declaration only, in this Caſe, can be of no 
more Force and Virtue than it hath hitherto 

been, 


(n 
been, whilſt the Vienna Treaty ſubſiſts in 
every Part, as much as it did the firſt Day it 
was made. 

2. That the Emperor, in caſe his good Offi- 
ces were ineſfectual, would aſſiſt his Catholick 
Majeſty 70 recover Gibraltar by Force. 
This likewiſe does not appear by the Treaty; 
nor did his Imperial Majeſty, as far as I ever 
heard, give the Spani ards the leaſt Aſſiſtance, 
when they actually beſieged that Fortreſs. 

3. That Spain would by Arms aſſiſt the 
Emperor in carrying on the Oſtend Trade, 
which is to be ſuſpended by this Treaty. It 
muſt be own'd indeed, that the Dutch are 
extremely happy, if this Proviſion content 
them, in having ſuch Advocates, or rather 


Champions, to ſupport their Quarrels ; whilſt 


our Fleets and Armies, at the Expence of 


our Treaſure, and the Lives of fo many brave 
Men, have procured them theſe Conceſſions, 
and they remain unactive in all Parts, reap- 
ing the Benefit of our Quarrels, and driving 
on the Trade of the whole World ; and are 
at the ſame Time courted, to ſay no more, to 
eſpouſe their own Intereſt, | 

And here it muſt be repeated, that though 
it has been diſputed whether the Offend Char- 
ter is an Infraction of former Treaties ; yet 
ſince it is made a Point, and inſiſted upon to 
be prejudicial. to our Commerce, and we are 
bound by Treaties to ſupport the Dutch in 
theſe Preten/ions ; it might ſeem perhaps ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to have this Affair finally 

be | | adjuſted, 
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adjuſted, ſo as never to break out again ; or 
at leaſt to be revived in any ſhort Time ; by 
which Europe may be engaged in the like 
Quarrel ; in which England muſt bear the 
greateſt Part, if ſhe is not made the only Prin- 
cipal ; and therefore it is not ſo abſurd to ex- 
pect that the Emperor ſhould put an End to 
this Diſpute by revoking his Charter. 

But it is pretty extraordinary that, conſi- 
dering the great Intereſt we have in this Af- 
fair, (as it is aftirm'd) and the Point we have 
made of it, there ſhould be no Notice taken 
of us, in the Article, which provides for its 
Suſpenſion, nor ſo much as a Compliment 
made to us for our generous Interpoſition. 

4. And laſily, (pray obſerve him !) our Ap- 
prehenſions were, that there might be En- 
gagements in Favour of the Pretender. 
Alas! how do the Obſervations fall ſhort of 
that Spirit, which appear'd in the Enquiry? 
There we ſee the Author rouzing up the Na- 
tion to a juſt Reſentment of thoſe dangerous 
Engagements in Favour of the Pretender. We 
ſce him affirming, with the greateſt Confi- 
dence, that ſoon after the Publication of the 
Vienna Treaties of Peace and Commerce, they 
had pgſitive Intelligence, and Intelligence from 
more than one Perſon, and ſuch as could be 
intirely depended on, that one expreſs Article 
of this Alliance between the Emperor and 
Spain contain'd an Obligation in Favour of 
the Pretender. We have not his Authority 
for it only, but the Aſſurance of a certain 
(Gent 2 


( 139 ) 
Gentleman in Parliament, that he knew, and 
was abſolutely convinced of the Truth of this. 
We had the Addreſſes of the whole Kingdom 
juſtly inflamed on this Occaſion. We had 
his Excellency Mr. 1/aac Leheup's vigorous 
Remonſtrances at the Diet of Ratiſbon, in 
the very Tecth of the Emperor, concurring 
in and affirming the ſame Charge. Nay, we 
had ſtill much greater Authority, even Autho- 
rity from the Throne ; for, did not his late 
Majeſty declare that “ he had certain and un- 
doubted Intelligence that it was reſolved to 
attempt an Invaſion of theſe Kingdoms, in 
Conſequence of a ſecret Article to this Pur- 
poſe ? And, was not the Imperial Minifter 
order'd to depart the Kingdom, in a very 
abrupt Manner, for denying any ſuch En- 
gagement or Deſign in his Maſter's Name? 
And after all theſe repeated Afurances, after 
all theſe extraordinary Steps, are we fallen fo 
low as to acknowledge that we had Appreben- 
frons only that there might be ſuch Engage- 
ments? If this Scribbler takes upon 
him to advance Facts of leſs Conſequence, he 
may depart from them (as he generally does, 
when Expedients are wanting) without hurt- 
ing any Body; but in Affairs of this high 
Nature, he ought not to meddle, let who 
will be his Inſtructor, without good Grounds 
and ſufficient Authority. 


Vds his Speech at the Opening of the Seſſion in 17 27. 
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For my Part, I was always willing to be- 
lieve (for the Honour of his late Majefly and 
the Britiſh Nation, as well as out of Regard 
to Thoſe, who drew, or adviſed, or approved 
that Speech) that we had ſomething more 
than bare Apprehenſions to juſtify us in ſuch 
Declarations and extraordinary Proceedings ; 
for the Honour of the Crown 1s a Thing of a 
very facred Nature, and ought not to be tri- 
fled with on any Occaſion, or made an In- 
ſtrument to ſerve miniſterial Purpoſes. 

King Fames the fr/t obſerves very juſtly 
(in a Speech to his Parliament, in the firſt 
Year of his Reign; which is, perhaps, the 
beſt he ever made) that Speeches from the 
Throne ſhould be plain and ſincere. By Sin- 
cerity, ſays he, I mean that Uprightneſs and 
Honeſty, ich ought to be in a King's whole 
Speeches and Actions; that as far as a King 
is, in Honour, above his Subjects, ſo far 
ſhould he ſtrive, in Sincerity, to be above them 
all; and that his Tongue ſhould be the true 
Meſſenger of bis Heart. 

Yet this King, at the latter End of his 
Reign, was drawn in by Buckingham to make 
a falſe Repreſentation of the Spaniſh Affair to 
his Parliament; which had its Effect ſo far, 
as to make Buckingham a little popular for 
the preſent, at his Majeſty's Expence ; but as 
ſoon as the People found themſelves impoſed 
upon, they gave no Credit to the Afſertions 
and Aſſurances of this lying Miniſter any 


more. 
Nay, 


| EN] 
Nay, we have a much later and more re- 
markable Inſtance of the Effect of any ſuppo- 
ſed Endeavours to proftitute the Honour of 
the Crown ; for it cannot be forgot that a cer- 
tain Gentleman thought fit to make it an 
Article of Impeachment againſt the late Earl 
of Oxfard, that he had corrupted the ſacred 
Fountain of Truth, and put Fal/hoods into the |! 
Mouth of Majeſty, in order 20 obtain the {i 


— — 


* 18 99 7 1 B:. - 
* — _ matey — — * 
3 ———— — — 
— — TTT — — 
3 — 4 — — * DCA "III — 3 3 999 4 r — 
274% . * — 8 * l Sram er 57 4 ; 3p . 
on ag ; —_— 2 1 — A. A. TAR” > 8 or IE 7 
—ñ ̃ — — „ ˙ rr—ͤ— — — . ——ö—x ng . 2 4 ———- PEE ge eee» 
— 3 — — — 2 : > - - = = by 8 
— a — —_ V 


If it is really true, that the Emperor and 
the King of Spain did enter into all, or any 
of theſe dangerous Engagements, I could with 
to ſee them formally renounced and annihi- 
lated ; for I ſtill think that a ſolemn Caſſa- 
tion of the Treaties of Vienna would ſecure 
theſe our moſt important Intereſts more effec- 
tually than is done by the fore-mention'd Ar- 
ticles, that leave them upon the precarious 
Foot of former Treaties, which we have al- 
ready found ineffectual to theſe Ends. 

For, when different Interpretations have 
been put upon the ſame Treaties by different 
Powers; when Objections have been ſtarted 
on both Sides; When contrary Claims and 
Pretenſions have been made, and embroil'd 
Europe for ſeveral Years ; what other effec- 
tual Method can be uſed to ſecure us againſt 
the like Diſputes and Diſturbances for the fu- 


ture, 


— 


— 7 * oY 


Sanction of Parliament to his traiterous Pro- | 
ceedings. | | | 
I hope this Digreſſion, upon ſo important i 
a Point, will not be thought unſeaſonable. el 
But I now return to the provi/ional Treaty. 7 
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( 142 ) 
ture, than finally to adjuſt the Senſe of ſuch 
Treaties, and confirm the reſpective Rights, 
Privileges and Poſſeſſions of the Powers con- 
cern'd, in the plaineft, moſt direct and expli- 
cite Manner ? 

And if the Powers, with whom we are 
concern'd, do really underſtand theſe Articles 
in the ſame Senſe, which the Pampbleteer 
hath put upon them, why ſhould they refuſe 
to make us eaſy by a particular Explanation? 
Or, if they do actually refuſe this, is there 
any Room to doubt, that they have ſome 
Reaſons for preferring dark and ambiguous 
Terms? | 

But it may be objected, ſays the Pamph- 
leteer, that I have miſpent my Time and La- 
Bour, in endeavouring to filence the Clamours, 
which have been raiſed againſt that particular 
Form of a Peace, which hath been the Object 
of our late Negotiations, fince it does not ap- 
pear that the King of Spain is diſpoſed to ac- 
cept even of theſe Terms. Why truly that is 
a very material Objection, and may ariſe per- 
haps from a determined Reſolution of his 
Catholic Majeſty not to come to any Terms 
with us, after what hath paid, without ob- 
taining his favourite Ends. 

He tells us indeed but two Lines before, 
in his uſual ſelf-contradicting Stile, bat none of 
the Powers concern'd have hitherto given juſt 
Cauſe to conclude that they will reject it. Now, 
methinks, where there is an apparent Dipoſi- 
tion not to accept it, there is ſome Cauſe to * 
clude 
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clude that they will reject it; but whatever 
' Reaſons there may be againſt it abroad, I am 
ſure there are many at home. 

It is, at beſt, by his own Confeſſion, only 
a Plan or a Project, which is not yet accepted. 
But let us fuppoſe it accepted, for Argument 
ſake. Nay, let us go farther, and, for Ar- 
gument fake likewiſe, ſuppoſe it to be a good 
one ; the Queſtion will {till return, whether 
we have taken the ſborteſt, the leaſt dangerous, 
or the leaſt expenſive Methods to accompliſh 
it. But to glory in Meaſures, which have 
not ſucceeded, whether commendable or not, 
and have only a bare Probability of Succeſs, 
is certainly very extraordinary, 

Laſtly, let us examine this Aﬀair with re- 
ſpect to the Time we have been about it. 
The Pampbleteer indeed ſays, and ſeems to 
triumph upon it, that this Progreſs towards 
the Ejtabliſhment of a general Peace hath 
been made in a few Months, after the Opening 
of the Congreſs. But how much Time, as 
well as Money, did we ſpend in Expeditions, 
Embaſſies, Negotiations, Preliminaries and 
Ratifications, before the Congreſs was open d? 
Nay, though we date the preſent Diſturban- 
ces but three Years back, it is certain that we 
have not been in a State of perfef# Amity, 
and free Commerce with Spain for above 
theſe ſeven Nears paſt ; but by the great Sa- 
gacity and Penetration of certain Gentlemen 
(to ſay nothing of ſecret Service-Money ) we 
have at laſt, according to 77s Writer, ſome 
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Hopes of being, one Time or another, in 
almoſt as good a Condition as we were in, 
before our Affairs were thus embroil'd. 

This puts me in mind of Sir Epicure Mam- 
mon, in the Alchymiſt ; who, when he had 
ſpent his whole Eſtate in ſearch of the Philo- 
ſopher's Stone, was comforted after all his 
Coſt, though diſappointed of his main End, 
with the Hopes of getting a little ſomething 
to cure the Itch. 

He tells us, at the Concluſion, that this 
Nation never atted a Part more ſuitable to its 
Dignity and Character; and that fo the Firm- 
neſs and Fidelity of our Allies, and to theſe 
Meaſures we owe our preſent Tranquility. 1 
ſhall ſay nothing of that g/orzous Part, which 
we have been lately acting; nor of the Firm- 
neſs and Fidelity of our Allies. I neither 
know what they engaged to do, nor what they 
have actually done for us. But to boaſt of the 
preſent Tranquility, when we are at beſt only 
in a State of political Purgatory between 
Peace and Mar; when our Ships are every 
Week taken as in Time of Var; when we 
are at all the Expences, and under almoſt all 
the Inconvenztencies of a War; to talk and 
boaſt of Tranquility, I fay, at ſuch a Time, 
muſt either be an egregious Banter on the 
Minſtry, or an Inſult on the Nation; and let 
the Pamphleteer take his Choice. | 

I have but one Thing more to mention, 
before I conclude; which is, that the Author 
of this wretched Pamphlet hath the Inſolence 
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to make the regal Character ſubſervient to his 
Deſigns. Whatever Meaſures, or whatever 
Conduct he finds it neceſſary to approve, are 
the King's Meaſures, and the King's Conduct. 
This is a mean Artifice, which hath been 
conſtantly practiced of late by theſe Men, 


when other Arguments are wanting. But 1 | 


hope it will not put a Stop to your Enquiries ; 
for every Engi:/hman hath a Right, by our 
our Laws, to judge and debate theſe Affairs; 


and I am ſure his Majeſty will abhor the 


Thoughts of abridging this Liberty, though 
weak and wicked Men endeavour to ſcreen 


themſelves under the Protection of his ſacred 
Name. 


T am, S1R, Ge. 
W. RALEIGH. 
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An ANSWER 70 the Defence of the En- 


quiry into the Reaſons of the Conduct of 
GREAT BRITAIN, &c. [In a Letter 
fo CAL EB D'ANvERS, 2%; 


SIR, 


S ſoon as I heard that 4 A of 
the * Enquiry had condeſcended to 


take Notice of a LETTER, which you 
thought 


The following was the Motto to this Anſwer to the 
Defence, &c. viz. Nor can we conceive a more abj:&t 


Servility of Conduct, thay fer a Peovle, ſi lors famed for 
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thought fit to publiſh in your Journal of the 
4th of January laſt, I refolved to make my 
Acknowledgments to him for ſo great an 
Honour, and to deſire you to convey them 
into the World. This Duty ſhould have 
been diſcharged immediately, if I had not 


been diverted from it by Avocations of a very 


different Nature; and if I had not obſerved, 
on a Review of the preſent Diſpoſitions, that 
there was no Reaſon in force to make a very 
ſpeedy Reply neceſſary, What I am going 
to ſay now will, I think, juſtify me for what 
J have faid already, in the Opinion of Man- 
kind; and at leaſt in the ſecret Thoughts 
even of the Author and Defender of the En- 
quiry; and as this Effect of the little additio- 
nal Trouble I am about to give myſelf is the 
principal, nay, the ſole good one, which [ 
dare expect, we are in Time for that, and by 
Conſequence I ſhall not loſe my Labour by 
my Delay. 
This Author hath thrown ſeveral Matters 
in my Way, to which it is proper I ſhould 
Commerce and Bravery, to ſee their darling Good, and their 
peculiar Glory, he Pleage of their Liberty, and Life of all their 
Property, juſt going to be forcibly and unrighteoufly torn from 
them; and tamely ta look on without one Struggle for ſo great 4 
Bleſſing, or one hearty Effort againft the Invaders of it. What 
can we become, if we give our Conſent to ſuch Ruin by our own 
ſupine Indolence and Inſenſibility; and ſuffer: ourſelves to be 
ftripz of our boaſted Strength and Ornament at once ; but a Na- 
tion, the moſt de ſpicable of al! Nations under Heaven; expoſed ts 
the Contempt and Inſults of the World about us here below, and 


render'd utterly unworthy, by our own Conduct, of the Care of 
Providence above us ? EN AU IR Y, Page 86. 


ſay 
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fay ſomething before I enter into that, which 


is ſtrictly the Subject of our preſent Diſpute. 
He declares upon this Occaſion, with all 
poſſible Seriouſneſs, that he hath not writ, or 
diclated, or advanced; or, directly or indi- 
rectly, had the leaſt Part in the writing or 
publiſhing any Paper, which hath appear d in 
the World, in any Form, from the Time of 
writing the Enquiry, and from ſome Time be- 
fore that, to the 20th of January 1728-9. 
He makes this Declaration, and for that Space 
of Time, particularly with a View to Papers 
rinted in the London Journal; in all which 
be hath been utterly unconcern'd either directly 

or indirectly. | 

Far be it from me to queſtion the Trut 


of ſo folemn a Declaration. I give entire 


Credit to it ; and I freely own that he hath 
Reaſon to complain of Me for infinuating, at 
leaſt, that he had a Hand in the London 
Journals. The little Share J have had in the 
Paper War hath not given me many Oppor- 
tunities of knowing the Combatants ; and the 
Productions, on one Side, gave me little Cu- 
rioſity to enquire after the Authors of them. 
But I found it univerſally affirm'd, and no 
where contradicted, that this Gentleman had 
a Hand in the Weekly Papers juſt mention'd. 
The Perſons, who recommended hee Pa- 
pers, countenanced the Opinion ; and were 
glad, perhaps, that fo confiderable a Name 
ſhould give them an Authority, which might 
ſupply whatever elſe they wanted. Nay, I 
2 found 
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found amongſt thoſe, who were acquainted 
with this Author, and who profeſs a parti- 
cular Regard for him, ſome, who were angry 
at him on this very Account ; ſome, who 
were /orry for him; but none, who doubted 
the Truth of the Fact. What may have 
given Occaſion to ſo general a Concurrence, 
he can beſt tell. I urge theſe Circumſtances 
only to ſhew, how I was led into an Error. 
It was indeed Error, not Malice. But ſtill 
I think myſelf obliged to take this Occaſion 
of aſking his Pardon; and I do it with all 
poſſible Seriouſneſs, as he made his Declara- 
tion, and from the Bottom of my Heart; be- 
cauſe I am as much convinced, that he nei- 
ther abetted, encouraged, nor paid the Authors 
of theſe Papers, as I am that he was not him- 
{elf the Author of them. 

It cannot be imputed to me, that J have 
any Thing to anſwer for, on Account of the 
perſonal Severities, which this Author, in a 
very pathetick Manner, complains of. We 
muſt acknowledge, and we ought to lament, 
that our publick Papers have abounded in 
Scurrility. One would be tempted to ima- 
gine, that the Saturnalia were held all the 
Year round in Britain; for thoſe, who can 
do nothing but rail, have had their Encou- 
ragements to brite; and I am perſuaded that 
this Gentleman's Candour will oblige him to 
confeſs, that nothing but a thorough Contempt 
hinders Complaints from being made againtt 
the Writers of his own Side, much better 


grounded 
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grounded and ſupported by much ſtronger 
Inſtances, than he can produce againſt the 
Writers of the oppoſite Side, in his own, or in 
any other Caſe. For my Part, I ſhould be 
extremely ſorry to have it ſaid of me, with 
Truth, that I had raz/'d at any Author, in- 
ſtead of anſwering, or even in anſwering his 
Book ; and leſs than any would T be guilty of 
this Crime, for ſuch it 1s, towards one, who 
defends, with ſo much Uniformity of Con- 
duct, the Liberty of the Preſs, that Corner- 
Stone of publick Liberty, He, who will 
ſupport what hurts himſelf, becauſe he thinks 
it the Support of the whole Liberty we enjoy, 
ſhall meet with nothing from me, but that, 
which he deſerves from all Mankind, the 
utmoſt Reſpect, whenever he leaves me the 
Power of ſhewing it, conſiſtently with the 
Regard I owe to Truth and to my own ne- 
ceſſary Defence. 

He will not, I hope, think it inconſiſtent 
with this Reſpect for his Perſon, or with that, 
which I have for /ome of his Writings, if 1 
cannot bring myſelt up to have the ſame for 
his Enquiry into the Reaſons of the Conduct of 
Great-Britain ; or for his Defence of this En- 
quiry. He appears to have a paternal Fond- 
neſs for the lt of theſe Treatiſes, which 
amounts even to a Partiality; the more ſur- 
prizing, becauſe it is found in one, who can 
boaſt ſo numerous and fo fair an Offspring. 
I ſhould not have attempted to draw him out 
of an Error, which he ſeems to indulge with 
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fo great a Satisfaction, if he had not made it 


neceſſary for me. Since he hath done fo, I 
will offer ſome Obſervations on the Enguiry 
itſelf, before I come to the Defence. 

The Circumſtance, upon which he ſeems 
to triumph a little, (that the Enquiry was not 
anſwer'd) he will permit me to ſay is often a 
very equivocal Proof of the Merit of a Book. 
The ſame Mouths, it ſeems, which pronoun- 
ced the Enquiry to be a mean and deſpicable 
Performance, have more than once expreſs'd in 
Print their earneſt Deſire that jome able Hand 
would anſwer it, From what Mouths he 
took this, I know not. But ſurely the Te- 
ſtimony of thoſe, who defired fome able 
Hand would anſwer what they judged to be 
mean and deſpicable, 1s an odd Teſtimony for 
him to quote ; fince it could proceed from 
nothing but a Deſign to ridicule him. 

Though the Enquiry was not anſwer'd in 
Form, yet J believe that ſeveral, perhaps all 
the Points, on which his Syſtem lean'd, were 
occaſionally examined, and ſufficiently re- 
futed by you, Mr. D'ANvERs, and by others. 
If no more was done, I take the Reaſon to 
have been plainly this. The miniſterial Air 
of Authority and Information, aflumed in it, 
made even thoſe, on whom this Air did not 
impoſe, judge that it was prudent to wait till 


Time and Events ſhould open the Scene a 


little more ; and as the Scene open'd, they 
perceived that the Enquiry was daily an- 
ſwer' d, in the moſt effectual Manner, to their 

3 Hands, 


„ 

Hands; ſo that the Author might have waited 
all his Life, perhaps, for ſomething more of 
this Sort, if he had not thought fit to ſeize an 
Opportunity of defending it, not more worthy 
his Notice, than ſeveral others before given 
him ; and if my Reſpe& for him, and my 
Defire to ſtand fair in his Opinion, had not 
determined me to make him a Reply. 

As to the Effect of the Enquiry, which he 
thinks ſo conſiderable, that it awaken'd Mul- 
titudes out of a dull and languid State into 
Life and Vigour ; and that it was not found 
to procure Slumbers either to thoſe, who liked 
it, or to thoſe, who diſliked it; I, who was 
moſt certainly one of thoſe, who either lie 
or difiiked it, can affirm with the greateſt 
Truth, that it did not procure me Slumbers, 
it did not keep me awake. Some of the Fals, 
advanced in it, were ſtrange and ſurprizing ; 
but then they were deſtitute of any Proof, 
except the ſtrong Affirmations of the Author, 
and Collections of Circumſtances ſo extreme- 
ly trivial, that they became burleſque, as 
ſoon as they were ſeriouſly apply'd. A bare 
Expoſition of any real Danger trom the Pre- 
tender would have waked Multitudes into Life 
and Vigour, though the Enquiry had never 
been written. But I apprehend that ſo many 
Pages ſpent on harton's Rambles, Ripperda's 
Chit-chat, Hear-ſays of what one great Man 
writ concerning what another great Man 
faid, three Muſcovite Ships coming to Spain, 
Embarkations, which were never made, and 

"IO | L 4 Armies, 


— neat eager — 
—— n — 
COVEY e 
0 — < Mn 


— 
——— 


—— — 


— . IR, 15 
4 — Pg On £3 5 — - 4 
r — — —xSS == 
a - Z = 


— 
nn 


— 

1 b —Y 22 = o | OE IONS = 
; ae wart . - 2 RX * 

p CBI IB 10 ,- 
. * . "a, ; 
4 5 1 Tun; 
* 6 8 * 
- 4 x 1 8 


1 
$ . 
4 Fs 
i by T1 
6 
5 | 
45 
1 N 
At 7 
"%} "4p 
I £ 1 
A 5 F 
vx 7 A 
oy 9 & 1% 
W 
T 
1 
N 5 7 
1 


PEST — 3 
ufd „ 
„ 
* 


7 A 8 0 K : F A. F 
* 2 8 9 1 7 3 e 1 * *. 3 (4 
— . 3 % 3240 6 4 * 
"Re If 
4 4 Ae 
— 4 


— 1 
— 
— er " = -_ 
«es 
i . — 

4 5 << E i - 2 
af. — een 
* PW as. — Ao 4 nbd, 2 —— 

ty — ie. AC Sn at oben 
* * - - 
* of i WC i 8 


WE. - 
— 


= 


MES ETON 
1 


N—— — 
A” bg 


aero fn 
* — 


ST —— 


8 D r * 
— 9 — — — 
ed Ce EGG A” ee Ce A EA EIS 
— — . — 
2 — — - * ” 


— 


— 
—— 
< a — __ a —— { 
. — — ey — 
br wo =. f £ 
p — — — 
— — 


099 
— * —— 
W = — 
8 EY 
EIS" 


1 


( 152 ) 

Armies, which were never aſſembled, could 
have no other Effect, than to compoſe Mul- 
titudes into perfect Tranquility, and to con- 
firm the Opinion of their Security on this 
Head. Any Surmiſes of an Engagement, on 
the Emperor's Part, to aſſiſt Spain in the Re- 
covery of Gibraltar by Farce, could provoke 
no Indignation (whatever elſe it might pro- 
voke) nor cauſe any Alarm. We knew 
Gibraltar to be impregnable to the Spaniards, 
before Ripperda declared it to be ſo; and what 
Aſſiſtance the Emperor could give them to- 
wards reducing this Place, unleſs he had in 
his Service ſome of Mr. WALLER's winged 


Troops and Pegaſcan Horſe, we were not able 


to diſcover. As to the Emperor's real En- 
gagement in this Article towards Spain, and 
as to the Engagements of Spain towards the 
Emperor, on the Article of trading to the 
Wejt-Indies, we ſoon knew what they were; 
and with this Knowledge our Alarm ceaſed. 
What was ſaid in the long Diſſertations, about 
the Oſtend Company, cauſed hkewile little or 
no Emotion in us. Our Intereſt was plainly 
not that of Principals, till the Dutch had the 
Addreſs to make us ſo, by their Acceſſion to 
the Treaty of Hanover; and the Conduct of 
our own Court, who beheld, with ſo much 
Indifference, the Riſe and Progreſs of this 
Company, had taught us to be indiſferent about 
it. Theſe Conſiderations and many others, 
which I omit, hinder'd the Enquiry from 
having the Effect, which this Gentleman's 

„ paternal 
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paternal Fondneſs makes him believe it had. 
The Part, if I may have leave to ſay ſo, was 
over-atted. But {till I ſee no Reaſon that he 
has to be concern'd, becauſe one Way or other 
the End of writing it was anſwer'd. The 
Enquiry was the Book of a Day, like ſome 
little Animals on. the Banks of the River 
Hypanis, which came to Life in the Morn- 
ing, fulfill'd all the Ends of their Creation, 
and died before Night. 

There is a Point, on which the Author 
and Defender of the Enquiry values himſelf 
and his Book very much; I mean the ſtrict 
Regard to Truth, which he aſſures us he ob- 
ſerved in writing. Now though I am ready 
to agree that this Author has always a great 
Regard to Truth, yet I affirm that I could 
write a Book as big as the Enquiry, fill'd with 
nothing but Demonſtrations of his Errors in 
Matters of Fact. Too much Confidence in 
the Informations he received, too much Haſte 
in compoling, and above all that Fire, which 
is apt to over-heat the Imagination of po/e- 
mical Writers, muſt have cauſed theſe Er- 
rors. It is impoſſible to account any other 
Way, how a Gentleman of nice Honour, re- 
markable Sincerity, and even exemplary Piety, 
inſtead of making his Propgſitions conſtantly 
the Reſult of the Evidence he found, upon 
a thorough Examination, true, ſhould, thro' 
a whole Book, have conſtantly ſuited his Evi- 
aence to a certain Set of Propoſitions ; and 


how Facts and Dates, as flubborn Things as 
| they 
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they are in the Hands of other Men, ſhould 
grow ſoft as Wax under his Touch. 

But it is not my Deſign to enter into a Diſ- 
quiſition of this Sort. It would ſhew ill Na- 
ture, which I hope I have not; and it would 
be now of no uſe whatever. I muſt how- 
ever defend myſelf, as unwilling as I am to 
offend him ; and therefore fince he contradicts 
what I ſaid, viz. that he had been given up in 
every material Article of the Enquiry ; I 
think myſelf obliged to prove it. How eaſy 
are ſuch Words as theſe, ſays our Author, but 
how hard to ſupport them ? Now I do aſſure 
him that theſe Words, as far as they may be 
thought harſh or impolite, will at no Time 
fall eaſily from my Tongue or Pen; but he 
will find that it is eaſy for me, upon this Occa- 

ſion, to /upport them. I will confine myſelf 
to the four great Points of Danger, ariſing 
from the Vienna Treaties, and mention'd al- 
ready. Let us fee whether he has been given 
up in them or not. | 

According to the Enquiry, we were in Dan- 
ger of loſing not only our Eaſt and Weſt-India 
Trade, but many other Branches of the Bri- 
t:/h Trade, by the Privileges ſuppoſed to be 
granted to the Emperor's Subjects, and from 
the Enjoyment of which Privileges we are 
debarr'd. Nay, it was very ſtrongly inſinu- 
ated that even the Ruin of Britain was in- 
volved in this Point. If this had been the 
Caſe, and if the Treaty of Vienna had thus 
ſettled the Matter, there would haye been Oc- 
caſion 


1 

caſion for all the Outcries, which we meet 
with in the Engu7ry, and for ſtill more. But 
our moſt knowing Merchants gave up this 
Point, as ſoon as they read and conſider'd the 
ſeveral Clauſes; and it is notorious that the 
contracting Powers declared, as ſoon as they 
heard of the Objection, that their Meaning 
was not to give theſe Privileges to the Imperial 
Subjects above other Nations ; and that they 
would explain the Text accordingly, if any 
Ambiguity made it neceſſary, But in Truth 
there was little or no Ambiguity in the Mat- 
ter, except what the Repreſentations of it 
occalion'd; for without entering any deeper 
into it, let us obſerve that the Anſwers, which 
this Author gives to the Ohection, which he 
was forced, from the Notoriety of the Thing, 
to make to himſelf, are evaſive and fallaci- 
ous ; for fince the ſame Liberty of entering 
the Spanz/ Ports in the Meſt-Indies, in caſe 
of Diſtreſs by bad Weather, or for Refreſh- 
ment, is granted to us by the Treaty of 1670, 
as is granted to the ſmperial Subjects by the 
Treaty of Vienna, does it follow that more is 
granted to them than to Us; becauſe the Li- 
berty granted to us hath ceaſed for many Years? 
If we have not made uſe of the Liberty, the 
Fact affirm'd is nothing to the Purpoſe. If 
we have been denied it, ſuch Denial is an In- 
fraction of the Treaty of 1670, and proves 
that we have had Injuſtice done us by the 
Practice of the Spaniards ; but doth not help 
to prove that we have had any. done ” by 

their 
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their Conceſſions to the Emperor, with whom 
they may keep this Article, perhaps, as little 
as they have done with 5; and who is not 
likely to have the ſame Means of obliging 
them to it as we have in our Power, when- 
ever we pleaſe to employ them. 

How the eighth Article of the Treaty of 
Utrecht came to be quoted, on this occaſion, 
is to me marvellous. That Article is made 
general to all Nations ; but was particularly 
directed againſt the French; who, even at 
that Time, continued to obtain Licences to 
ſend Ships to trade in the South Sea, as they 
had done all the War. But the Treaty of 
Utrecht confirms the Treaty of 1670 ; and 


the Stipulation, that no Licence, or any Per 


miſſion at all ſhall, at any Time, be given 10 
the French, or any other Nation whatſoever 


— 79 ſail, trafic, &c. to the e e 
ſubect to the Crown of Spain in America, 


cannot ſurely be conſtrucd to deprive vs of the 
Right of going into thoſe Parts, in the Caſes 
allow'd by the Treaty of 1670. This ſeems 
fo clear, that I may pronounce the Gentleman 
given up, on this Head, by the moſt know- 
ing Merchants, and by every Man, who can 
read and underſtand what he reads. 

But I may go farther ; for it appears even 
from the 5th Article of the proviſional Treaty 
itfelf, (which is ſaid to ſecure us from the 
dangerous Engagements contain'd in the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, with relation to Trade) that 
the King of Spain never underſtood to grant, 


by 


( 197 
by the LA Treaty, any Privileges contrary to 
the Treaties confirm'd above; nor to give to 
his Imperial Majeſty any greater Advantages 
than thoſe enjoy d by other Nations in their 
Commerce; his Imperial Majeſty adopting for 
his Subjects the above-mention'd Declaration, 
made in the Name of his Catholick Majeſty. 
And it is very obſervable that this Article ſeems 
to be inſerted in the Treaty, merely upon the 
 Surmiſes of the Miniſters of France, Great- 
Britain and Holland, who have PRETENDED 
(as it is ſaid in the Introduction to it) that in 
the Treaty of Commerce, concluded at Vienna, 
on the 1/t of May, 172 5—thbere were divers 
Clauſes, which claſb d with Articles of ſeveral 


ng of Commerce, auterior to the Year 


„e. 

it therefore the natural Senſe of the Vienna 
Treaty itſelf, as well as the Declaration of 
their Imperial and Catholick Majeſties, as 
ſoon as the Objettion was firſt ſtarted, and 
their Offer to remove any /uppoſed Ambiguity 
in this Article of the Vienna Treaty, were 
not fufficient to fatisfy us ; what farther Satis- 
faction ſhall we receive by the proviſional 


Treaty, in caſe it ſhould be accepted, which 


contains only the very ſame Declaration? — 
But this hath been ſufficiently explain'd al- 
ready by your Correſpondent Raleigh. 

As to the Oſtend Trade, he thinks that 1 
myſelf cannot be againſt him, unleſs in the 
Degree of the Importance of it, Now this is 
the 
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( 387 
the very Point, upon which he muſt be given 
up, in this Caſe, if he is given up at all. 
I never heard that any Man was wild enough 
to affirm that the Trade, carry'd on from 
Oſtend, was of no Conſequence whatever to us. 
But the Queſtion is, whether that Trade be 
of that Degree of Importance to us, which he 
repreſents. He aſks, who of thoſe I oppoſe 
hath declared againſt him in this ? I anſwer, 
the very Perſon I quoted in the Paſſage he had 
before his Eyes, when he aſk'd this Queſtion. 
He fays, in the Enquiry, that our Eaſt and 
Weſt-India Trade will be ruin'd by the Oſtend 
Company; that they are ſo already, in ſome 
Degree; that the Contagion will ſpread to 
other Branches; in ſhort, that his Trade 
will carry Riches, Strength, and naval Power 
1 from Us to the Spaniſh Netherlands. What 
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ſays Publicola ? The Oſtend Trade, about 
which ſuch a Noiſe hath been made (he muſt 
mean by the Enquirer, ſince the Enquirer 

made more Noiſe about it than all the other 
Writers put together) was more the Concern of 
our Neighbours, both by Treaty and Intereſt, 
than our own. I appeal now, in my Turn; 
and I appeal to the Enquirer himſelf, Is not 
one of theſe Repreſentations directly contrary 
to the other? Does not Publicola diminiſh 
Wh the Conſequences of the Oftend Trade to us, 
1. and treat it even lightly ? Does not he mag- 
| nify it, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and make 
our All depend on the Obſtruction of it ? 
AN Does 


(239: ] 
Does not Publicola, an Author whom I op- 
poſe, give him up ? 

We are now come to the Danger, nib in- 
fiſted upon in the Enquiry &, of having Gib- 
raltar wreſted out of our Hands by Force, (if 
it be poſſible) unleſs we will baſely yield it up; 
and this Danger is grounded on a ſuppoſed F 
mutual Engagement between the Emperor and 
King of Spain, contain'd in a /ecret offenfiue 
Treaty. The Writer of the Enguiry confeſ- 
ſes, that the Imperial Ręſident read to ſome of 
our Miniſters the Words, which be ſaid were 
the Contents of the Article, which his Maſter 
had enter'd into, relating to Gibraltar; He 
which implied, that his Maſter had engaged to 
uſe his good Offices for the Reſtitution of Gibral- 
tar; Now from hence, becauſe this Reſdent 
read all that related to his Point, and did not 
ſhew the whole Treaty to us, any more than 
we thought ourſelves obliged to ſhew to the 
Imperial Miniſters the Treaties of 1721; (which 

we made at Madrid with one of the Parties, 
between whom we were at that Time Media- 
tors, in the Congreſs at Camvray ;) from hence, 
I fay, the Writer I am anſwering concludes 
that the Truth of what he imputes to the Em- 
peror ſtands confirm'd ; but this ene Al- 
liance hath appear'd hitherto no w here, ex- 
cept in his Writings ; and the Article relating 
to Gibraltar, in the defenſive Alliance between 
the Emperor and King of Spain, is ſurely as 
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contrary as poſſible to all that he hath advan- 
ced. By that Article it appears, that the Spa- 
niards affirm'd a Promiſe on our Part to re- 
ſtore Gibraltar. In Conſideration of this 
Promiſe, the Emperor declares he will not op- 
poſe this Reſtitution, if it be made amicably ; 
that if it be neceſſary, he will employ his good 
Offices, and even bis Mediation, , the Par- 
ties defire it. Till therefore the Enquirer can 
ſhew another Article between the contracting 
Powers in the Vienna Treaties, about Gibral- 


far, this muſt be reputed the /o/e Article of 


that Kind, and by Conſequence a flat Con- 
tradiction to all, that he hath ſaid on this 
Occaſion ; fo that if his own Side do not give 


Bim up in this Caſe, both Fhey and he will be 


given up, I fear, in the Opinion of every 
other Man in Europe; to which I ſhall add 
(ſince the Obſervation lies fairly in my Way) 
that every Man, who knows any Thing of 
the Intereſt of Europe, knows it as much 
the Intereſt of the Emperor, that Britain 
ſhould keep Gibraltar, as it is the Intereſt 
of one of our Allies, that we ſhould loſe the 
Poſſeſſion of this Place; and yet we have 
been taught, by ſome profound Stateſimen, to 
apprehend the Emperor's Efforts to take it 
from us, and to rely on the Aſſiſtance of 
France to preſerve it to us. 

I have reſerved to the laſt the greateſt of all 
thoſe Dangers, which are repreſented in the 
Enquiry ; and that is the Danger of the Pre- 
tender. 

It 


2 U 


C101 1 
| It is there affirm'd, * that one expreſ5 Ar- 
1 ticle of the Alliance, between the Emperor and 
| Spain, contain'd an Obligation in Favour of 
the Pretender, and a Stipulation to make the 
Attempt for him in England, before opening 
the War in any other Parts. Nay, this Au- 
thor was ſo well inform'd of all theſe Pro- 
ceedings, that he gives us the particular En- 
gagements, which the Pretender, in return, 
took towards the Emperor and Spain. All 
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theſe Things are aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt if 
Manner, as founded on. pofitzve Intelligence; la. 
on Intelligence from more than one Perſon ; 1 
on undoubted Intelligence, and ſuch as could 1 
be entirely depended on. Now I ſuſpect that 1 
the Enquirer would think me very imperti- - "A 


nent, if I ſhould ſeem to queſtion the Autho- 
rity of his Intelligence ; and yet I verily be- 
lieve, that I have better Reaſons to do fo, 
than he had to depend upon it, when he writ 
the Words I have quoted. But we will wave 
faying any Thing more on a Point, on which 
it is proper for neither of us to ſpeak plain, 
His good Opinion of the Intelligence commu- 
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nicated to him will not give it the Stamp of = 
Infallibilify ; nor will my bad Opinion de- j 
{troy its Credit. The World will therefore + 
judge, or rather has judged, of the Validity + RY 
of what he does not explain, by the Force or Wh 
Weakneſs of the other Circumſtances, which 14 
he 2 _— and * e whether 1 
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the Courſe of Events hath juſtify'd this boaſted 
Intelligence or not. I have juſt mention'd 
above the chief of theſe Circumſtances ; and 
notwithſtanding the great Reſpect I have for 
this Author, nothing ſhall oblige me to treat 
them more ſeriouſly. I will ſhew him how- 
ever, that the Courſe of Events hath deſtrov'd 
all the U /e he pretended to make of theſe 
Circumſtances, and that it has contradicted, 
inſtead of confirming his Intelligence. He 
ſays, * that the vigorous Reſolutions taken, 
and the Preparations and Diſpoſitions made 
by Great-Britain, ſuſpended the Execution of 
this Deſign. The Spaniards found themſelves 
obliged to ſend Part of their Ships from Cadiz 
and St. Andero fo the Weſt-Indies ; and the 
Muſcovite Ships return'd home. Very 
well! The Event does not yet juſtify the In- 
telligence; but that is accounted for. The 
Execution of the Deſign was /uſpended for 
the preſent, The Deſign went on then; and 
the Preparations for an Invaſion by Conſe- 

uence. It muſt have been fo; for we find 
in the Enquiry +, that the Deſign thus 
ſuſpended was afterwards prevented by the 
Appearance of a Britiſh Fleet on the Spaniſh 
Coaſt. Now let me deſire you, Mr. D' Anvers, 
to take the Trouble of turning to Sir John 
Fenning's Letter, dated Auguſt 10, 1726, 
and made publick here; in which you will 
find the Spaniards ſo little prepared to invade 


* Page cn, ＋ 97. 


us, 


„ 
us, that when he came on their Coaſt, they 
ſeem'd to be in the greateſt Conſternation; 
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that all the Troops they could aſſemble did 

3 not exceed three thouſand Men ; and that 7 

| | theſe were in very bad Condition. | 3288 

? I aſk now, is the Intelligence of the En- on 

: . 5 : 1 

| quirer, upon this Head, ſupported by any {ll 
Thing but his own Affirmation? Is it not . 
contradicted by the whole Courſe of Events ? if 
Does there appear the leaſt Reaſon to believe 1 
that he had a ſure Foundation to build upon, 3 
when he made ſuch bold Aſſertions, and of 0 
ſuch a Nature? The ſecret offenfrve Treaty, 4 1 
which he talks ſo much of, has never ap- 3 
pear'd, nor any Footſteps of it ; and many 1 
People are apt to believe that it never exiſted + 
any where but in ſome People's luxuriant -M 
Fancy. The ſeveral Treaties made at Vienna - 
in 1725, between the Emperor and Spain, {au 
have been long publick; and when it was "= 


obſerved, ſome where or other, that nothing 
was contain'd in them like what the Enguzi- 
rer had aſſerted, the Enquirer was given up. 
He was ſaid to be miſtaben. The Article, in 
favour of the Pretender, was ſaid to be in 
ſome other Treaty ; and afterwards in no 
formal Treaty. It was not a Treaty. It was 
an Engagement, This may be call'd, by ſome 
ill bred People, ſhuffling ; but ſure I am that 
it muſt paſs for a direct giving up of this Au- 
thor ; who will find, perhaps, if he pleaſes 
to enquire into the Particulars of what paſs d 
on this Occaſion, that the Perſon, who gave 

M 2 him 


( 


him thus up, had ſome Share in ſetting him to 
work, 

After this, it is hardly worth Notice, that 
the Author of the Ob/ervations on the Conduct 
of Great-Britain has given him up likewiſe ; 
for the utmoſt, which this Mriter ventures 
to ſay, when he comes to ſpeak of this En- 
gagement, aſſerted by the Enquirer to be 
contain'd in an Article of a Treaty, is this ; 
our Apprehenſions were that there might be 
Engagements in favour of the Pretender, Let 
the Enquirer conſider again, whether I was 
in the wrong to advance, that he had been 
given up, even by his own S$:de, 

Having juſtify'd what I preſumed to ad- 
vance, concerning the Enquiry, I come now 
to the Defence of it. 

The Gentleman begins this Defence by 
flating the Caſe (fo he calls it) as he did in 
the Enquiry ; and then he proceeds to take 
Notice of what hath follow'd fince the Date of 
that Book ; that is to ſay, he repreſents the 
Matter in Diſpute, juſt as it ſuits his Purpoſe ; 
leaving out many Things neceſſary to ſet the 
whole in a true Light; aſſerting ſome Things, 
which have been never proved ; and others, 
which I think never can be proved ; making 
what Inſinuations, drawing what Concluſions 
he thinks fit ; and, in a Word, begging the 
Queſtion in almoſt every Line. It is hard 
to conceive for what Purpoſe this is done. 
The Reaſon given, I am ſure, is not a good 
one; ſince the principal Facts and Reaſon- 

ings, 
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ings, upon which the Strength of all that can 
be ſaid muſt be founded, are ſo far from ſeem- 
ing to be forgot, that they ſeem to be the 
only Things remember'd, or thought of at 
this Time, and are the common Topicks of 
almoſt every Converſation. There muſt there- 
fore be ſome other Reaſon for this Method of 
Proceeding ; and I can gueſs but one. This 
Method may perhaps be thought proper to 
catch unwary Readers, and to give a particu- 
lar Biaſs to their Minds, with which they are 
to read and to judge of all that follows. I 
could make uſe of the ſame Art; and, with- 
out being at much Pains, draw up a State 0 

the Caſe very contrary to that, which he hath 
drawn, and at leaſt as plauſible. But I think 
the Proceeding too unfair to copy after it. 
I have indeed no Reaſon to do ſo; ſince, 
very indifferent to all other Conſiderations, I 
ſeek nothing in this Diſpute, but the Diſco- 
very of the Truth ; and therefore, as I will 
receive nothing but what 1s ſupported by the 
Evidence of Fat, and the Force of Argu- 
ment, ſo J will not preſume to attempt im- 
poſing any Thing, void of both, upon others. 
Beſides, this Gentleman undertakes to con/i- 
der what I have advanced, either againſt an 

Thing, in which he can be ſuppoſed to be con- 
cern d; or upon any Subject of Debate, (of 
this Debate he means) which appears to him 
to be of Importance; ſo that if I am able to 
refute all that he objects to me, in the De- 
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Fence of this Enquiry, 1 refute all Objections, 
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( 166 ) 
of any Importance, to what I have ſaid in my 
former Letter to you ; and then I imagine 
that his State of the Caſe will do him no great 
Honour, and his Cauſe little good. 

The firſt Point, on which I am attack'd 
by the Defender of the Enquiry is, on the 
Turn, ( fo he calls it) which I have given 70 
the very Beginning of this whole Scene. He 
means the Vienna Alliance. | 

Let us ſee therefore whether it is He or J, 
( for one of us may, perhaps, have done ſo ) 
who hath endeavour'd, in treating this Sub- 
ject, to turn every Thing to the Service of 
ſome other Cauſe than that of Truth. 

In the Enguiry, he repreſented the Vienna 
Alliance, as to the Manner, and as to the 
Matter of it, to be one of the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing Phenomena, which ever appear'd in the 
political World. What Surprize to ſee two 
Princes, , Rivals almoſt from their Infancy, 
two Powers, that could hardly be kept within 
the Bounds of common Decency towards one 
another, privately running into one another's 
Arms, as he expreſſes himſelf ? What a Sur- 
prize to ſee the Emperor abandon the Media- 
tion of Great-Britain and France; to the 

firſt of whom he and his Family owed fo 
many Obligations; and to the It of whom, 
in Conjunction with the „it, he owed the 
Acquiſition of Sicily, and the other Advan- 
tages of the Qyadruple Alliance? What a 
Surprize to fee Spain abandon this Mediation, 
juſt in the Moment, (as my Adverſary has 


extremely 
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extremely well obſerved) when the Intereſts of 
the Duke of Parma were in Agitation ; In- 
tereſts, which Spain had extremely at Heart; 
and in the ſupporting which, ſhe had Reaſon 
to think herſelf ſure of Succeſs againſt the 
Emperor ; becauſe the Mediators had taken 
ſecret Engagements with her to favour theſe 
Intereſts, by one of the Treaties made at 
Madrid in 1721? What a Surprize to ſee 
Spain do this, and in doing it, not only fore- 
go the Advantages, which the Mediators had 

rocured and were to procure for her, in 
many Reſpects ; particularly in that favourite 
Point, the Succeſſion of Don Carlos; but 
make ſo bad a Bargain for herſelf at Vienna, 
that the Emperor, according to this Author, 
and indeed I think according to the Truth, 
gain'd every Thing, and particularly the Gua- 
ranty of his own Succeſſion ? 

All this, it muſt be confeſs d, appear'd 
wonderful, and excited a ſtrong Curioſity to 
know what were the Springs of ſo great, and, 
according to theſe Repreſentations, fo ſudden 
a Revolution of Counſels and Intereſts. But 
here we were dropp'd. The Enquirer ſpent 
much Time, and took much Pains to ſhew 
what did not occaſion it; but I have not ob- 
ſerved, that he pretended to ſhew what did; 
unleſs he meant, that we ſhould take, for 
Cauſes of it, thoſe terrible Deſigns, which 
he imputes to the Emperor and the King of 
Spain. Our Miniſters, who ſeem to have 
foreſeen ſo little that France and Spain might 
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break; and that the Negotiations, then on 
Foot, might be thrown into Confuſion, or 
take ſome new Courſe, by this Rupture ; 
grew it ſeems prodigiouſly alert and ſagacious 
afterwards. They did not foreſee what hap- 
pen'd ; but they diſcover'd ſtrange Myſteries 


of Iniquity, conceal'd under this Tranſaction, 


when it had bappen d; and theſe Myſteries 


we find pompouſly unfolded in the Engurry, 
with all the Improvements and Embelliſhments, 
which the Author's luxuriant Fancy could 
beſtow upon them. Now ſuppoſing theſe 
Diſcoveries to have been real, the Things ſo 
diſcover'd can be look'd upon no otherwiſe 
than as Circumſtances of . the general Mea- 
ſure ; the Meaſure, which the Emperor and 
Sparn took, of treating by themſelves and for 
themſelves ; and therefore they wanted to be 
accounted for as much as the Meaſure itſelf ; 
but upon this Head, I ſay, the Enguirer gave 
us no Satisfaction. Far from explaining to us 
what might induce Spain to take ſuch a Re- 
ſolution, at that particular Point of Time, 
rather than at any other ; he did not afford 
us the leaſt Hint to gueſs, why we ſhould take 
it at all; and yet ſo ſtrange an Efe# muſt 
have had ſome very conſiderable Cauſe ; too 
confiderable certainly to be abſolutely a Se- 
cret, and even beyond the Reach of Con- 

jecture. | | 
This remarkable Defe& was, I believe, felt 
by every Perſon, who read the Enquiry; and 
therefore, in the Progreſs of the Diſpute, the 
| Writers 
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Writers of the ſame Side thought it incum- 
bent upon them to aſſign ſome Cauſe, which 
might appear proportionable to ſuch extraor- 
dinary Effects; and which, at the ſame Time, 5 
might not be inconſiſtent with what their 17 


great Maſter, the Enquirer, had advanced. 
The Taſk was not eaſy; and indeed they have 
ſucceeded accordingly. Some laid the Cauſe 
of all in that znveterate Rancour, which they 
ſuppoſed the Court of Hain to have concei- 
ved againſt us, on two Accounts ; the Pro- 
miſe made by Lord Stanhope about Gibraltar, 
and the Defeat of the Spaniſh Fleet in the 
Mediterranean. When this was exploded, 
and I think it was ſo as ſoon as examined, 
they had Recourſe to another Syſtem ; a very 
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ſtrange one indeed ; for it declares that the 1 

3 8 

Emperor, France, and Great- Britain, the 1 
three contracting Powers with Spain in the "3 
2 5 


Quadruple Alliance, acted the moſt perfidious 
Part imaginable in that whole Proceeding; 
ſuch a Part as Ferdinand the Catholicꝶ, or 
Lewis the XIth, would have ſtartled at. The 
Succeſſion of Don Carlos was, it ſeems, * a | 
Point, which all the Powers of Europe ſtre- 0 
nuouſly oppoſed ; which the Emperor, who 
had already ohtain'd his Deſires, in the Affair 
of Sicily, could not be for; to which the 
French were averſe; which Great- Britain 
had Reaſon to oppoſe and prevent; and 
whieh it was plain that the Spaniards could 
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never carry in a Congreſs, ubere every Party 
was an Enemy to their Intentions. Sarely no- 
thing ſo extravagant ; nothing ſo infolent as 


this was ever yet advanced ! If you, Mr. 


D' Anvers, had preſumed even to inſinuate 
any Thing like it, I believe you would have 
been proſecuted with all the Severity poſſible; 
and I am ſure you would have been given up 
by all your Friends. Neither can J conceive 
how the Enquirer, who is fo zealous an Aſ- 
ſertor of our Honour in the Obſervation of 
Treaties, could paſs by ſuch an Jmputation as 
this, without darting his Thunder at the im- 

ious Head, who deviſed the Slander ; unleſs 
= thinks it an irremiſſible Sin to account for 
any Thing in Contradiction to himſelf ; and 
a venial Fault to accuſe Great-Britain and 
France, as well as the Emperor, of ſomething 
worſe than a Violation of Treaties; even of 
making them with a Defign to break them; 
and of obliging a Prince, by long Negotiations, 


and by a Yar, to accept Conditions, which 


they never intended ſhould be made good to 
him. 

Amongſt others, I preſumed, at laſt, to 
account for this great Event upon Principles, 
which I believed to be true, notwithſtandin 


all that I read, in the Enquiry; and which 1 


ſtill believe to be true, notwithſtanding all 
that is faid againſt them, in the Defence of 
the Enquiry. 

The Defender begins with quoting two or 
three Paſſages, which relate to the _ 
ac 
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back the Infanta, and the Point of the /ole 
Mediation, out of my Letter to you; and 
then, without diſproving the Facts, or fo 
much as mentioning the Argument grounded 
upon them, he pretends that the whole is hy- 
pothetical ; and thinks it would be a full and 
ſufficient Reply to me, to frame a Scheme on 
the other Side, and to oppoſe Suppgſition to 
Suppoſition ; and one arbitrary Interpretation 
of Appearances to another; after which he 
proceeds to frame ſuch a Scheme; partly on 
Facts, which he would have us believe true ; 
and partly, as he ſays himſelf, from his own 
Invention ; and this he thinks proper to op- 
poſe, in a ludicrous Manner, to the Account 
I have given. e 

Now, if it ſhall appear, on Examination, 
that I have built upon undeniable Facts, and 
have reaſon'd juſtly, inſtead of building on 
Suppoſitions, and giving arbitrary Interpre- 
 fations to Appearances, this Author's Smart- 
neſs will turn upon himſelt ; and, inſtead of 
ſhewing that I deſerved no Anſwer, he will 
only have ſhewn that he was unable to give 
me a good one. | 

Let us enter into this Examination. 

I affirm'd, and I do till affirm, that from 
the Death of the Duke of Orleans, the Spaniſh 
Miniſters were full of Fears and Jealouſies 
about the compleating the Infanta's Marriage 
with the King of France. Neither do I find 
any Thing urged in the Defence of the En- 
qury, to deſtroy the Credibility of this Fact. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, if it was proper to deſcend into Par- 
ticulars of ſo delicate a Nature, it would not 
be at all difficult to demonſtrate, from a Con- 
ſideration of the Change, which was made in 
the French Miniſtry, and of the Difference of 

rſonal Situations, Intereſts and Views, that 
altho' there never could have been Room for 
ſuch Fears and Jealouſies as theſe, while the 
Duke of Orleans had lived, yet there was 
great Room for entertaining them, under the 
Adminiſtration of his Succeſſor. But this is 
not all. Theſe Fears and Jealouſies increaſed 
and ftrengthen'd daily, in the Minds of the 
Spaniſh Miniſters ; and if this Author pleaſes 
to enquire, I believe he will find, or elſe his 
| Prompters deal very unfairly by him, that 
the Delay and Excuſes of the Court of France 
about performing the Ceremony of the Fian- 
cialles, which Spain expected ſhould have 
been perform'd ſoon after the Time, at which 
the Duke of Orleans dy'd, confirm'd, in the 
higheſt Degree, the Suſpicione already taken. 
The Ceremony of the Fiancialles would have 
ſecured the Marriage. What other Effect 
then could Excuſes and Delays in this Affair 
produce, but that, which I have mention'd ? 

The Enguiry “ ſays, that the Reſolution of 
the Court of France, relating to the Infanta, 
did not come, no not in Suſpicion, to Madrid, 
till March 8. N. S. 1724-5. If he means 


the particular Reſolution of ſending her back 
at ſuch a determinate Time, that is nothing to 
Page 15. 


the 
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93 
the Purpoſe, how much ſoever the Affirma- 
tion might impoſe, when it was made uſe of 
at firſt, and before this Matter had been ſuf- 
ficiently canvaſs'd. But if the Reſolution of 
ſending the Infanta back, at ſome Time or 
other; in plain Terms, the Reſolution of not 
compleating her Marriage with the King of 
France, be meant; then, I ſay, that I might 
very juſtly have ſet this Aſſertion down in the 
Liſt of thoſe, which are made in the Book 
without a ſtrict Regard to Truth ; for it is 
undeniably true, that the Spani/h Miniſters, 
in foreign Courts, entertain'd this Suſpicion 
above a Year before that Time. It is equally 
true, that ſeveral Months before that Time 
they ſpoke of this Meaſure, as a Thing they 
expected; and I add, that ſeveral private 
Perſons, at leaſt, writ from Madrid, in the 
ſame Stile, to their Correſpondents in other 
Countries. Of all this I am as ſure, as I am 
ſure 1 now hold a Pen in my Hand; or that 
a Pamphlet, call'd a Defence of the Enquiry, 
is now lying before me; and therefore neither 
the Authority of the Enquiry, nor any better 
Authority can perſuade me, that the Suſpicion 
of a Den to fend the Infanta back from 
France did not come to Madrid fill March 
1724-5; becauſe it would be abſurd to be- 
lieve, that the Miniſters of that Court were 
leſs inform'd or leſs jealous about an Affair, 
of this Importance, than private Perſons ; or 
that the repeated Advices, which muſt have 
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| ( 174 ) 
come from the Spaniſih Miniſters abroad, made 
no Impreſſion upon thoſe at home. 

This Fact is, I think, pretty well eſta- 
bliſh'd ; and the others I am to mention will 
occaſion no Diſpute. They are theſe. The 
Spaniards * firſt took the Reſolution of throw- 
ing off the Mediation, and of treating at 
Vienna in Nov. 1724; and Ripperda's full 
Powers were ſign'd, according to the Enquiry, 
on the 22d of that Month ; that is, about a 
Year after the Death of the Duke of Orleans. 
Soon after this, the Negotiation was begun ; 
but the Treatres, in which it terminated, were 
not ſign'd till the laſt of April and the firſt 
of May, 1725. 

Theſe, 1 preſume, are Facts, and not Sup- 
poſitions. Let it now be confider'd how I 
argue upon them; and whether my Reaſon- 
ing be nothing more than an arbitrary Inter- 
pretation of Appearances, as the Author of 
the Defence hath raſhly pronounced, but not 
yentured to attempt to prove. The Sum of 
my Argument is this. Since the Spaniards 
expected that the Infanta would be, a little 
ſooner, or a little later, ſent back from France, 
they expected to find themſelves, a little 
ſooner, or a little later, obliged in Honour to 
ſhew a due Reſentment of this Afron! ; to 
ſend back the Princeſſes of the Houſe of 
Bourbon from Spain; and to break off that 
Correſpondence, which had ſubſiſted between 

the two Courts, from Spain's Acceſſion to the 
| * Enquiry, Page 15. 
Quadruple 


En 
Au adruple Alliance; and which had been ſo 
intimate, during the Life of the Duke of Or- 
leans. They could not foreſee how long this 
Rupture might laſt ; becauſe they could not 
foreſee how ſoon a Change would be made in 
the French Miniſtry, and Satisfaction be gi- 
ven them for this Afront ; but they could 
not fail to foreſee, that if this Event ſhould 
happen, during the Congreſs of Cambray, 
ſomething worſe than the Afront would fol- 
low, and they muſt remain in the moſt aban- 
don'd Condition imaginable ; broke with one 
Mediator ; not ſure of the other ; the Empe- 
ror in Poſſeſſion of Sicily; and the reciprocal 
Condition, in favour of Don Carlos, not ef- 
fectually ſecured to them. Theſe Things are 
ſo intimately and neceſlarily tied together, 
that I can as little diſcover how it is poſſible 
to allow the ft Fact, which regards the 
Suſpicions and Expectations of the Spaniards, 
and deny the Conſequences, which follow ; as 
I can ſee how it is poſſible to contradict, with 
the leaſt Appearance of Reaſon, a Fact fo 
publickly known, ſupported by ſo many Cir- 
cumſtances, and juſtify'd by ſo many Conſe- 
quences as the fr/# is. The probable Argu- 
ments employ'd in the Defence, and which, 
it may be pretended, will ſerve to prove that 
though the Fact were true, and the Suſpicion 
I have inſiſted on, was entertain'd by the 
Court of Madrid; yet that it did not produce 
the Effects of throwing Spain into the En- 
gagement ſhe took at Vienna, will be conſi- 


der'd preſently. Thus 


( 176.) 

Thus far then, as we have a Deduction of 
Facts, not of Suppoſitions ; ſo we have a 
Thread of conſequential Arguments, not a 
Rhapſody of arbitrary Interpretations of Ap- 
pearances. The Caſe is fairly ſtated ; and no 
imaginary Scheme is offer d to be impoſed for 
Truth. The Probability, which reſults from 
this State, is confirm'd, and I think turn'd in- 
to Certainty by the Event. By the State 
above-mention'd, it was probable that Span 
would take Meaſures, in Time, againſt the 
Diſtreſs, to which ſhe muſt foreſee that ſhe 
{tood expoſed. Accordingly, the Spaniards 
began to treat at Vienna, before the Infanta 
was ſent from France, (which i is a Fact al- 
low'd on all Hands) that they might prepare 
for the worſt ; and when I add, that they 
delay d concluding their Treaty, or that the 
Concluſion of their Treaty was delay'd, fill 
what they fear'd bappen'd; what do I affirm 
more than what my Adver/ary allows ? He 

had faid, at firſt, that the Treaty of Peace 
was fign'd at Vienna, before what Spain 
fear'd from France was known there. He 
has corrected that Aſſertion; and has faid, 
that as the Treaty of Peace was agreed to at 
Vienna before what Spain fear'd from France 
was known at Vienna to have happen'd ; /o it 
was fignd before the Refuſal of Britain could 
be known there ; that is, the Refuſal of the 
ſole Mediation. The firſt Point then is yield- 
ed to me. The Spantards did not actually 
ſign at Vienna, till the News came thither, hn 
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4 07 2 
the Infanta's being actually ſent from France; 
though they had ſettled and agreed their 


Terms with the Inßperialiſts, on the Know- 


ledge that ſhe would be ſent away. On the 


ſecond Point, all that I urged, as Fact or Ar- 


gument, ſtands in the ſame Force it did be- 
fore; for I deſire this Author may not be 
indulged in a Liberty I ſhall never take with 
him, nor any one elſe ; the Liberty of carry- 
ing my Affirmations, by ſtrain'd Conſtructi- 
ons, farther than the plain and natural Import 
of the Terms I employ. 

In Oppoſition to Publicola, I ſhew'd that 
the Manner, in which he affirm'd the Treaty 
of Vienna to have been ſign'd before the Re- 


fuſal of the Mediation was known there, did 


not refute Raleigh ; on Account of ſome po/- 


ible Circumſtances, there mention'd. Now 


this Author has been forced to leave the 
Proof, drawn from thoſe poſſible Circumſtan- 
ces, juſt as he found it. There is no Proof, 


ſays he, but the bare Poſſibility here infiſted on. 
I lay more. The Argument is as ſtrong a- 


gainſt him, as againſt Publicola; for even 


after the Advantages taken over Publicola, 
for not expreſſing himſelf clearly, his Au- 
thor has, for Reaſons eaſy to be gueſs'd, ex- 
preſs'd himſelf in a Manner liable to the ſame 
Objection. The Peace was fign'd, he ſays, 
before the Refuſal of Britain could be known. 
What! before it could be known by certain 
and direct Intelligence; or before it could be 
known in Form, after the tedious Round, 
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which this Reſolution was to take? That is 


not explain'd ; and yet that was the ſingle 
Point, on which any Thing could be ſaid to 
the Purpoſe. In ſhort, we purſued, with 

reat Steadineſs, our wiſe Maxims of neglect- 
ing Spain, and of adhering cloſely to France; 
inſomuch that thoſe, who wiſh'd us no good, 
were perhaps heard, when they inſinuated 
that, oe from contributing to ward off a Blow 
ſo much apprehended by Hain, we privately 
abetted France, in her Deſign of breaking 
the Match, and imagined by that Meaſure 
to eſtabliſh an irreconcilable Quarrel between 
the two Courts. The Spaniards, as well as 
the Imperiali/ts, had Reaſon to believe, from 
our whole Conduct, that we ſhould not ac- 
cept the /ole Mediation, which had been of- 
fer'd to us; and was it then ftrange that the 
former, neglected by us, provoked by France, 
ſhould preſs the ſigning his Treaty, without 
waiting I6ng for our Anſwer ; or that the 
Emperor, who got ſo much by the Bargain, 
ſhould conſent to it ? ; 

Having been thus led to the Affair of the 
ſole Mediation, which J had hitherto omitted 
to ſpeak of, in order to avoid Confuſion, I 
ſhall conſider it here, as far as this Author has 
made it neceſſary for me. In my Letter to 
you, Mr. D' Anvers, I dwelt a good deal 
upon it. I placed it in every Light, and de- 
bated all the Merits of the Cauſe, as well as I 


was able. Now, if what 1 urged . 
an 
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( 179 ) ; 

and nothing to the Purpoſe, his Author 
ſhould have ſhewn, in general, that it 
did not deſerve a more particular Anſwer, 
If what I urged was clear and ſtrong, as 
ſome People imagine it was, this Author, 
who declares himſelf, in every Point, of a 
contrary Opinion, ſhould have had the Good- 
neſs to examine and refure my Arguments, 
How it happens I know not; but this great 
Maſter of polemical Writing hath, in every 
Inſtance, upon this Occaſion, avoided to en- 
ter into the Argument. He hath dwelt on 
the Outſide of Things, and hath generally 
cavill'd at Circumſtances. 

I have juſt now given a ſtrong Inſtance of 
this; and J lay hold of the Opportunity to 
tell his Gentleman, that I am no Apologiſt 
for Spain, tho he endeavours to fix that Cha- 
racter upon me by an Innuendo, fo very fine, 
that I was for ſome Time at a Loſs to find 
out his Meaning. I neither founded to Arms 
againſt the Spaniards, two Years ago; nor 
am, at preſent, an Advocare for bearing their 


Delays and their Inſults. I neither aggravated, 


two Years ago, the Depredations and Hoſti- 
lities committed in the Weſt-Indies, by the 
Spaniards ; & and thoſe Violences, by which the 
whole Commerce of Jamaica hath been well 
nigh deſtroy d, and the Trade of that Iſland 
reduced to a miſerable Condition ; nor do 1 


* Enquiry, p. 60. 
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( 
now ſoften in their Favour, and call theſe 


Outrages and Loſſes by the gentle Name of 
* Inconventencies attending a State of Un- 


certainty. 


But t6 return. Having given an Inſtance 
of this Author's cavilling at Circumſtances not 
material in the Diſpute ; I ſhall now give 


ſome Inſtances of his affirming over again, by 
way of Anſwer, what had been refuted be- 


fore; and when I have done this, I ſhall 
have taken Notice of all that he ſays, upon the 
Subject of the ſole Mediation. 

Firſt then he ſays, that the Knowledge of 
the Negotiations going on at Vienna was a 
juſt Reaſon to decline this Offer, which he 
ſuppoſes to have been a mere Piece of Mockery. 
But he does not ſo much as pretend to fay a 
Word, in anſwer to what I inſiſted upon, as 
an Advantage in accepting this Mediation, 
even ſuppoſing it offer'd to us without any 
Deſign that we ſhould concern ourſelves in it. 
He does not pretend ſo much as to controvert 
what I urged, to prove that the worſe Opi- 
nion we had of the Deſigns carry'd on at 
Vienna, the more Reaſon there was to catch 
at this Offer of the Mediation. 

Secondly, he inſiſts, that we could not ac- 
cept this Mediation, with a due Regard to 
our Alliance with France; and he ſuppoſes, 
that this Reaſon will be thought juſt by all 
thoſe, who do not think the Breach of Faith, 


* Deſence, p. 13. 
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and the Violation of Treaties, Matters of no 
Concern. Here again 1s another charitable 
Innuendo. But let it paſs. It would be eaſy 
to ſtrengthen all that was faid, on this Sub- 
ject, in my Letter to you, by ſhewing the 
Difference between ſuch a Stipulation as this 
of a joint Mediation, and the Covenants, 
which Princes and States enter into with one 
another, about their mutual Intereſts. But 
there is no need of it; fince this Author, 
who thinks fit to infiſt on this Point, hath 
not thought fit to anſwer any one of the Ar- 
guments, urged by me, to prove that France 
could not have complain'd of us, if we had 
accepted this Mediation; and yet there were 
ſome Dilemma's laid down, which ſeem'd to 
deſerve a Solution. 

Laſily, he pretends that I affirm'd, againff 
the moſt publick Facts, and the plaineſt Ap- 
pearances, what I ſaid to ſhew that our Ac- 
ceptance of the Mediation muſt have been 
agreeable to France; and yet what I faid was 
founded on public Facts, and the plaineſt 
Appearances ; which he has not touch'd, be- 
cauſe he durſt not deny them. It is really 
very ſtrange, that ſo conſiderable an Author 
ſhould continue to write, when he can nei- 
ther find out new Arguments, nor anſwer the 
Objections made to od ones. 

_ Having now diſpatch'd the Point of the 
ſole Mediation, it remains that I ſay ſomething 
to thoſe probable Arguments, (if they deſerve 

o that 


6 
that Name, which I have civilly given them) 
by which his Gentleman pretends to deſtroy 
what is, I think, eſtabliſh'd on the ſolid Foun- 
dation of Fact and. Reaſon, concerning the 
Meaſure taken in France, after the Death of 
the late Duke of Orleans, to break the Match 
with the Infanta, and the Conſequence of 
that Meaſure, the throwing Spain into the 
Hands of the Emperor. 

Now the jr/# of theſe Arguments is, that 
the Court of Spain did not mention this A, 
Front from France, as any Inducement to the 
Tranſaction at Vienna; and that any ſuch 
mention would have been inconſiſtent with 
other Declarations made to Mr. Stanhope at 
Madrid. Very well. It is then an eftabliſh'd 
Rule, that we are not to believe a Court has 
Moti ves for their Conduct, which Metives 
they do not own , altho' we have the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons imaginable to believe ſuch Moti ves 
true. Another Rule, which this Author 
would do well to eſtabliſh at the ſame Time, 
and which is founded on as much Reaſon as 
the former, is this; that we are to believe all 
the Mo71ves, which a Court thinks fit to give 
out, to account for their Conduct; altho' we 
have the plaineſt Proofs imaginable that theſe 
Motives are falſe. Such Logick as this was 
never introduced into Polrticks, I believe, be- 
fore; and I am perſuaded that you, Mr. 
D' Anvers, will excuſe me, if I ſpend no Time 
in anſwering it. Let me defire you however, 
before I leave this Argument, to turn to the 


13th 
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13th and 14th Pages of the Enquiry, where 
you will find that the Engqurrer ſays, the In- 
perial Miniſters at Cambray, at London and 
at Paris, talk'd the very Language, which 
the Defender of the Enquiry ſays the Spa- 
niards were always aſhamed to make uſe 
of *. Nay, the Enquirer adds, that, upon 
the firſt publick News of the Vienna Treaty at 
Madrid, the Diſcourſes of many were taught 
fo run that Way, and ts dwell upon that ſame 
popular Topick. 

The ſecond of theſe Arguments is this. If 
the News of ſending back the Infanta from 
France, and of Great Britain's refuſing the 
fole Mediation, had both come to Madrid, 
before Ripperda was ſent from thence; even 
this could not have really been, and would not 
have heen pretended to have been the Motive 
of what was afterwards done at Vienna. And 
. why, pray? Becauſe when the News of our 
refufing the %, Mediation did come, the 
Court of Spain acknowledged it to be a rea- 
ſonable Proceeding. This, you ſee, is built 
on the Principles laid down in the laſt Article, 
and deſerves no farther Notice. But on the 
News coming to Madrid, that the Infanta 
was ſent home, he confeſſes that the Court of 
Spain might, by ſuch Circumſtances, be indu- 
ced to try what honourable Terms the Emperor 
would come to, This Conceſſion goes farther 
than he is aware of ; for I defire to know if 
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it is reaſonable to believe that Span would 
have treated with the Emperor, when the 
Caſe had happen'd, why it is unreaſonable to 
believe that Spain did begin to treat with him 
on almoſt a certain Proſpect that the Caſe 
would happen ; which is the great Point we 
have been contending about? Ay, but Spain 
would not have treated with the Emperor to 
hurt Holland and Britain, becauſe Spain had 
been hurt by France ; nor would the Empe- 
ror have enter'd into a Treaty to hurt them, 
who had no Part in the Afrent to Spain and 
never injured the Emperor. Again ; much 
leſs would the King of Spain ſend a Miniſter 
to Vienna to Jew. into and finiſh Treaties, 
which ſhould hurt other Nations, upon a 
Suſpicion that France would hereafter affront 
him. I could make ſeveral Reflections on 
ſome of the Expreflions in this Place ; and on 
the Turn, which the Author takes, of putting 
ſome very odd Arguments into my Mouth ; 
and, what is ftill more, into the Months of 
the Emperor and the King of Spain. But I 
forbear ; and content myſelf with ſaying two 
Things, which will effectually blunt the Point 
of all the Wit employ'd in this Paragraph, 
and fully anſwer the whole of what is id id 
farther, upon this Subject, in 1 the Defence of 
the Enquiry. 

Firſt then; as far as I am from being, or 
pretending to be, a Maſter in Politicks, 
(which Degree this Writer ſeems to have 
taken long ago) I never imagined that the 
Afront, 


( 134-7 | . = 
Afront, conſider' d merely as an Affront, pre- i by 7M 


cipitated Spain into all the Engagements ſhe 4 
took with the Emperer ; though, by the Way, 'Y 
he miſtakes very much, if he thinks, as he f 
ſays, that he may deny new freſh Reſentments 1 
to determine the Conduct of Princes, exactly A 
upon the ſame Grounds, as I have deny'd that 4 
old ſtale Reſentments have this Effect. What Th 
I imagined, what I ſaid, and what I proved 4 
was, that this Afront, confider'd as a neceſ- — 
ſary Breach with France, at leaſt for a Time, WH 
would throw Spain into ſuch Circumſtances * 1 . 
of Diſtreſs, as ſhe was to prevent by all poſſi- 1 


ble Means; and that therefore Reaſon of 15A 
State determined in this Caſe; though no WE. 
doubt the Afront, at the ſame Time, pro- q 
voked the Spaniards. Thus I am conſiſtent 
with myſelf ; and the Author might have 
ſpared himſelf the Trouble of writing this e/a- 
borate Paragraph, if he had adverted to my 
Senſe, inſtead of playing with my Words. 
Secondly ; as to the Emperor, our Author 
is guilty of begging the Queſtion ; for the 
Emperor will infiſt, as he has inſiſted, that 1 
his Engagements were not Engagements to 1 
injure any Body; that he enter'd into no of . - 
fenfrve Alliance; and that, when he exacted 1 
from Spain the Guaranty of the Oftend Trade, Ni 
and of his Succeſſion, he exacted the Guaranty 9 
of nothing but of that, which he judges he 
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1 | has an independent Right to eſtabliſh and 
=_ {ccure. As to Spain, it will be likewiſe ſaid, 
that when his Catholick Majefty treated with 

| | the 
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the Emperor, he never meant to hurt other 
Nations, but to ſecure his own Intereſts; that 
if his Guaranty of the O/tend Trade hurts the 
Dutch or us, he is ſorry for it ; but could no 
more avoid that Engagement than he could 
ſeveral others, extremely diſadvantageous to 
himſelf, and into which he was however ob- 
liged to enter; becauſe he was obliged to pur- 
chaſe the Emperor's Alliance at any Rate; 
that therefore we muſt not blame him, who 
oppoſed the Eſtabliſhment of the Offend Com- 
pany, whilſt he could do it, without any 
Support from vs; who never gave his Gua- 
ranty to it, till he was forced to do fo, by the 
Neceſſity of his Affairs; into which Necęſſity 
he was falling for above a Year together, 
without ſeeing the Hand of Britain once 
ſtretch'd forth to hinder it. Such Anſwers as 
theſe would certainly be given ; and, in the 
Mouths of the Inperialiſts and the Spaniards, 
they would be juſt. 

If, after all that has been ſaid 07s Gentle- 
man is unable, upon my Notions, to account 
for the King of Spazr's reſolute flying from 
the Mediatorſbip of France, J am ſure it is 
not my Fault. A few Sacriſices did indeed 
help to pacify Spain, and to reconcile her to 
France; and a few Sacriſices might, for 
aught I know, have reconciled our Quarrels ; 
or, which 1s better, have prevented them. But 
as no one can foreſee now when ſuch Sacri- 
fices will be made here ; ſo neither could 
Spain, at the Time when ſhe ſent to Vienna, 


foreſce 


( 169 } 
foreſee when ſuch Sacrifices would be made 
in France. 

Upon the whole Matter, and to conclude 
this tedious Article; if the Way, in which I 
have endeavour'd to account for the Reſolu- 
tion taken by Spain to abandon the Mediation 
of Cambray, and to treat at Vienna, be not 
right; I ſhould be glad to know what the 
right Way is. No other, which his Gentle- 
man, or any reaſonable Man will venture to 
ſupport, has been yet pointed out. But I ap- 
prehend the Account I have given to be a juſt 
one; becauſe it is built on Fact and Reaſon ; 
| becauſe the Event hath, in every Reſpect, 
confirm'd it ; and becauſe it ſhews not only 
why Spain broke with France, and apply'd 
to the Emperor; but why Spain enter'd into 
theſe new Meaſures, after the Death .of the 
Duke of Orleans ; which it cannot be pre- 
tended ſhe ever thought of doing, while that 
Prince was alive. If now this Account be a 
juſt one, many melancholy but uſeful Truths 
reſult from it. 

But I need not point out theſe Things. 
The World will diſcover them, without any 
Help of mine, and will judge how well the 
Enquiry hath been vindicated, by the Author 
and Defender of it, upon this Head. 

The next Point, upon which my Reaſon- 
ings and Imputations are to be try'd at his Tri- 
bunal, is that of Gibraltar; and here he ſets 
out, by accuſing me (not in Terms indeed; 
but in a Manner almoſt as plain) of Lying; 
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of direct, premeditated Lying. I will keep 
my Temper, though a Field large enough is 
open'd to me ; and though the Provocation 
is not a little aggravated by the /olemn Air, 
with which this Accuſation is brought; by 
the Pretences to Patience, and Meekneſs and 
Candour ; and by all the Appeals to God, with 
which my Accuſer hath, in ſeveral Parts of 
this Treatiſe, endeavour'd to captivate the 
og Opinion of Mankind, and to eſtabliſh 

is own Reputation, that he might make ſure 
of ruining that of others. He calls to my 
Mind the Character of Mopſus in T ass0's 


Aminta. 


di quel Mopſo 
Ch” a ne la lingua melate parole, 
E ne le labra un amichevol ghigno, 


eal Raſoio 


— — —— 


Tien ſotto il manto. 


I will have the Decency not to tranſlate the 

Verſes into Engl/:/h. 
It is not neceſſary that I ſhould ſay much 
about the Jealouſies, which this Author ſeems 
to complain aroſe at one Time, leſt Gibraltar 
would be given up or artfully betray'd into the 
Spaniards Hands; nor about the vigorous De- 
fence of it, which was made afterwards, Thus 
much however I will ſay, that when Sir John 
Fennings was call'd home, with all the Troops 
embark'd on Board his Squadron, juſt before 
the Siege, and even from the Neighbourhood 
of Gibraltar; when the Spaniards _ 1 
| | er'd, 


( 189 ) 
fer d, under Sir Charles Wager's Eyes, to 
tranſport by Sea many Things neceſlary- for 
the Attack of the Place; and when it was 
known that the Town wanted almoſt every 
Thing neceſſary for the Defence of it, People 
ſtood a-gaze, and not without Reaſon. The 
Cries of the Nation precipitated at laſt the 
Supplies; and the Vigour of the Garriſon 
made a glorious Uſe of them. 

I come now to the Accuſation, brought a- 
gainſt me by this Writer. I ſaid, in my Let- 
ter to you, that the Spaniards ground their 
preſent Claim to the Reſtitution of Gibraltar 
on a private Article in a Treaty, made with 
them in 1721, ſtipulating the Contents of a 
Letter to be written by the late King, and on 
the Letter, written in purſuance of this Ar- 
ticle. This is the Fact. The Accuſation is, 
that there is no ſuch Article in the Treaty ; 
and many Words are employ'd to cut off all 
Pretences of Excuſe, and to pin the Lye up- 
on me. Now I defire it may be obſerved, 
in the firſt Place, how very exact and know- 
ing a Critick this Gentleman is; who, after 
pronouncing with ſo much Empha/is, that he 
hath read the Treaty himſelf, and finds no one 
Article belonging to it, which hath the leaſt 
Relation to this Subject, proceeds to mention 
the Treaty, and quotes a wrong one. No Man 
would have imagined that ſuch a Stipulation 
could have been ſuppoſed to be in the defen- 
frve. Alliance between Great-Britain, France 
and Spain, of the 13th of June, 1721, who 
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had known that there was a diſtinct private 
Treaty, of the ſame Date, between Great- 
Britain and Spain. But this it ſeems was a 
Secret to my Accuſer ; tho the Treaty had 
appear'd printed in the fourth Volume of 
RovssET's Collection, when he committed 
this Miſtake. It was of his Treaty I meant 
to fpeak ; and the Reaſon why I expreſs d my 
ſelf in that Manner was this. I have had 
ſome Years by me an Extract of this very 
Treaty, which was long kept a great Secret, 
and for the keeping of which Secret there is 
an expreſs Proviſion in the ſixth Article of it. 
When the Treaty became publick, I found 
that my Extrad of the ſeveral Articles was 
exact ; and therefore I gave the more Credit 
to the /eparate Article, mention'd in the 
fame Extract, as belonging to this Treaty, 
and ſtipulating the Contents of a Letter to be 
written by the late King. The Letter I never 
ſaw ; but the Account I have had of it by 
thoſe, who have read it, agrees with my Ex- 
tract. All this induced me to think that 
there was ſuch a ſeparate and more private 
Article, belonging to this private Treaty ; 
nor was I at all ſurprized to ſee the Treaty 
come abroad without th:s Article; knowing 
full well that Treaties often appear, when the 
ſecret Articles belonging to them do-not.— 
This is a true State of the Caſe; and will, I 
believe, ſufficiently juſtify me for what I writ. 
But I have not yet done with my Accu/er. 
Let it be, that no ſuch private Article, as 1 

| Was 
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was led to ſuppoſe, does exiſt, or was ever 


executed. Will he venture to ſay that no 
uch Article was drawn up, as he expreſſes 
himſelf about the Treaty of Pacification ? 
Will he venture to deny that if our Miniſters 
were afraid to ſign ſuch an Article, and there- 
fore did not figa it, the Reaſon, on which 
the Spaniards were induced to recede from 
this Point, was that ſomething equivalent 
ſhould be done; and that this ſomething was 
his late Majeſty's Letter to the King of Spain? 
I appeal, in my Turn, Yo the loweſt Obſerver, 
as well as the higheſt, who hath gone about to 
deceive Mankind; this Author or I; this 


Author, who conceals from the World what 


he knows, or might know, with all the Means 
of Information, which he has in his Power, 
and what ſets the Matter in quite another 
Light than he hath repreſented it; or J, who, 
having not the ſame Means of Information, 
fell into an undeſign'd Miſtake ; which does 
not alter the State of the Caſe, in favour of 


my Argument; ſince if the Spaniards accept- 


ed this Letter, which was writ in lieu of the 
Article, which was not fign'd ; their Preten- 
ſions (and nothing but their Pretenſions are 

under Conſideration here) will be ſtill the 
ſame. 

As to the Letter itſelf; what J affirm about 
it is, that the Spaniards pretend it is a poſitive 
Engagement to reſtore Gibraltar to them. That 
this ſhould be allow'd them, I am as far from 
agreeing as zhis Author can poſſibly be; but 
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1 ( 192 ) 
that the-Letter is ſufficient to keep up their 
Pretenſions, J affirm ; and that in Fact they 
do keep up their Pretenſious, on this Foun- 
dation, is notorious. Was this Gentleman to 


diſpute the Point with the Spaniards, he might 


comment as much, and diſtinguiſh as ſubtily 
as he pleaſed, on the Terms of the Letter; 
the others would inſiſt, that it was given them 


- as an Engagement; that if they had not re- 


ceived it as ſuch, they would not have depart- 
ed from the Article; and I doubt they would 
be apt to infinuate that we could not have 
found a more proper Caſuiſt than himſelf, to 
diſtinguiſh us out of our Obligations, amongſt 


their own Schoolmen, or amongſt all the Sons 


of Loyola. * 

To ſpeak ſeriouſly ;. it were to be wiſh'd 
extremely, that the Spaniards had not had this 
Colour for perſiſting in their Demand of Gib- 
raltar ; or that it had been by an expreſs and 
clear Stipulation taken from them; ſince it is 


certain that the Right and Poſſeſſion of Gibral- 


tar is nothing leſs. than aſcertain d to Great- 
Britain by the Preliminaries, as they ſtand; 
and conſequently that all Claim of Spain fo it 
again is not extinguiſh d. 
I I contradict him in his own Words, though 
none of the propereſt; and I will prove, in 
what I am going to ſay, either that he does 
not all underſtand the Matter he talks ſo ma- 
giſterially about; or that he attempts, in this 
Inſtance, to deceive. the World, by giving 
wrong 


( 193 ) 
wrong Interpretations to ſome Things, and 
by concealing others. 

If then, although the Letter of the late 
King hath given the Spaniards a Pretence to 
claim Gibraltar, this Claim is effectually 
barr'd, and even extinguiſh'd by the firſt ge- 
neral Words of the ſecond Article of the Pre- 
liminaries ; how comes it to paſs that Grbral- 
far was not ſpecifically mention'd, in order to 
prevent any future Chicane ? It will be ſaid, 
I know, that as the King of Spain's Acceſſion 
to the Puadruple Alliance vacated any Pro- 
miſe, which my Lord Stanhope might have 
made ; ; fo the King of Spain, by conſenting 
to theſe. Preliminaries, has vacated any En- 
gagement of this Kind, which the Letter 
may be ſuppoſed to contain; and I, perhaps, 
ſhall be quoted again as one, wwho muſt neceſ- 
ſarily ſee the Force of this Argument. But 
this Author muſt not judge of my Eye-fight 
by his own ; for I ſee a manifeſt Difference 
between the 200 Caſes. My Lord Stanhope's 
Promiſe is ſaid to have been conditional; all 
allow that it was verbal; and I think it is al- 
low'd likewiſe, that the late King never con- 
firm'd it. The fimple Acceſſion of the King 
of Spain to the Quadruple Alliance, might 
therefore be thought very juſtly ſufficient to 
put the Matter, at that Time, out of all Diſ- 
pute for the Reaſons gen dy me, and quoted 
by this Author. But when the Preliminaries 
were to be ſettled, the King of Spain's Claim 
to the Reſtitution of Gib aber reſted on an 


O Engage- 


= 
72 7 


. 


Gre 
per 


. 
a 
— — rn. 
* a - 7 . - - 1 4 
« Sv. | * - * * Ks. . * we N 8 
o 1. - *od 4 * — a A - * * fl 
Wt * : 4 2 1 AS E 8 rn 2 2 
x 4 . 8 3 5 FR ls. 3 7 2 
; | : : bs Fog 1 rope 0 
* * "IS m_—y * + Hynes * 4 . PIC. : * 
5 1 * . 2 „ 8 * n a r. 4 * N * 1 & * * * 
* $4 a > EY SEES co SORT. - e 4 Log * 31 * 11 4 _— \ 
» ESE Sonnets; ORE #2: I n . . 2 Ber 0d CE OO <p. * x) & . — e « oY 
- IJ p + 25 2 . 1 > tn a ER, Mei, Eo Wh F , 2-4: e N 
2 <A Tc r ot noe 42 nent 157 ea” fe Maa. Fe * % 3 -— e 
v * * . * * 3 8 L 1 n * n N — 1 gf 5 IS. "LY 8 — N A bs 
Wo F n na] C — — Ü rn eres oye rs ee 2 8 A 
= 4 & 2 —_ K e 2 WE, FT wo ba N A * 2 . 


— 7 


„ 
6 


A þ 3 3 — 7 1 8 
* hed + t * ye *4% ws + "4 
2 2 ate? — ' VE” 8 bay 2 
2 - 288 n ow” + n 
RR 3 * 0 4 9 "ol 
*: F or = : 2 K ret” fe BS 
. — * - ao. A! : - Kar % . 
8 » N 5 = 3 8 n 
8 * 


„* — 
ys 


» 
4 
PF 
1. 1 
1 £3 
( [ 
1 
1 ” + 
? jg 
20 n 
17 
1 
Vs © 
1 
78 
oh [ 
} Ke - 
1 1 
: 
iy 2 
* 
15 
7. 
n 
WF þ 
5 
* 
«45M 
RED 
- 6s 
1 
» 
in y 
} 
: 
: 
. 
71 
4 
: 
ir 
9 
. 
* 4K 
+8 
1 
Bay, 
. 
is 
( 
ik 
"ls id 
5 
1 
15 
3 
i} 
+ 1 
174 
. 
5 
* 
44 
; 1 
: 4 8 
121. 
34 


* — 2 * fy 
, > 7 1 
MN "A —— 3 * — 
” 2 £ 1 — W <> ee 
2 n ae ee N 
— n X + ot err tee oh 1 PIT __— 
* l 
ons 
wy wr 


* Dae ; r oi nog $a _ — S x, 
Sh} Sis © N hn e "BR & > — + — 
my * * T a, 5 4 * * « >s - 2 * 
by 1 < a4 w 7 - {4 6 * * 7 9 * A 2 7 4 7 
i Y . * 44 IT < 14 1 * 4 o _ - "0 Y * 1 
4 8 . * : 
** ao — - $ 


— 
* 2 - 


Is „ I 


Se 
— 
* 


Ro OR SL 
A. Cee 


N on 


. 

FT > abr 

3 
7 


— — pa 2 = 
= * * - : — - 

— ETD r rr * * * - 
— — 8 S . a 3 pn en * SES = * * Ws 2 1 —— 5 eas 

: 8 = many h — 4 2 * % - — - 
Gs ING — — > * „ Þ - * PO 10 at — —— N — — 2 

— ee —— — — . 2 — 28 2 a : — — 
— 5 — . = wu. wo - 


= SES 


8 
1 
18 
i 

3-8 


—— 
— 
[2g 
* 


(. -104 7 


Engagement, or what he took for an Engage- 


ment, enter'd into by the late King, and un- 
der his Majeſty's own Hand. Beſides, this 
Engagement, or Promiſe, whether valid or 
not valid, had been inſiſted upon as valid, in 
a formal Treaty, and had been made the 
Foundation of the jecond Article in the defen- 


five Alliance between the Emperor and the 


King of Spain, which relates to Gibraltar. 
It required therefore ſomething more to put 
an End to a Claim, founded in this Manner, 
than to a Claim, founded on any Promiſe 
that my Lord Stanhope could make. Theſe 
Conſiderations could never eſcape the Pene- 
tration of that moſt able Minifter, who ne- 
gotiated the Preliminaries ; and therefore 1 
conclude, fit, that the Spaniards would not 
conſent that Gibraltar ſhould be mention'd 


ſpecifically in the ſecond Article; and, in the 


next Place, that they could refuſe to conſent 
to it on no Reaſon whatever, but this one, 
that their Pretenſions to Gibraltar would be 
kept alive, if it was not mention'd ſpecifically, 
notwithſtanding the general Words, ſo much 
inſiſted upon by this Writer. He has not 


therefore anſicer d my Demand; nor ſhewn 


in the Preliminaries an Article, which is in- 


_ deed as expreſs ond effectual a Confirmation of 


our Right to Gibraltar, as if the Word Gib- 
raltar kad been tut into it. But he goes on, 
and obſerves, Lat ihe latter Part ef this ſe- 
cond Article greatly flrengihbens the former; 
becauſe it is there ſtipulated, that , any 

Thing 


ek WE 
Thing ſpall have been alter'd with reſp to 
Rights and Poſſeſſions, or not have been put in 
Execution, the Alteration made, or the Thing 
not executed, is to be diſcuſs d in the Congreſs, 
and decided according to the Tenor of the ſaid 
Treaties\and Conventions; that is, in his Senſe, 
according to the Tenor of the Treaty o 
Utrecht, and of the Quadruple Alliance; for 
he mentions no other, except that of Bagen, 
which hath nothing to do here. Now, ſays 
he, nothing, either as to the Right of Great- 
Britain 70 Gibraltar, or to the Poſſeſſion of it, 
hath been at all alter'd; nor hath there been 
any Non-execution, &c. From whence he 
infers, that our Right to Gibraltar is not in- 
cluded in this Deſcription of Points left to be 
diſcuſs'd in the Congreſs. But how could he 
avoid ſeeing that he aſſumes for granted the 
very Thing difputed ? No Alteration hath 
been made in our Right to Gibraltar, ſays 
he; therefore this Right cannot be diſcuſs d. 
An Alteration: hath been made in his Right, 
ſay the Spaniards, by a private Engagement 
taken with us in 1721 ; therefore this Altera- 
tion is to be diſcuſs d at the Congreſ5s., Who 
doth not ſee, that whether this Right ll 
be found to have been alter'd, and what the 
Alteration imports, are by this Preliminary to 
be diſcuſs d and decided at the Congreſs ? 

I think, I have now ſhewn what J under- 


took, and what this Gentleman challenges me 


to ſhew ; that is, I have ſhewn 750 general 
Words in the Preliminaries, upon Which the 
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( 296 ) 
Spaniards may found a Pretence for reviving 
their Demand of Gibraltar; or, to ſpeak 
more properly, ſince they bave never ceaſed 
to make it, for continuing this Demand. But 
I have undertaken ſomething more; and there- 
fore will proceed to ſhew what this Gentle- 
man was 9 of, or what he conceal'd 
yer unfairly, becauſe it is deciſiue againſt 
im. PEW 
I think he could hardly be ignorant. that 
the /econd Article of the Preliminaries not 
only recalls the Treaties, of Utrecht and Ba- 
den, and the Quadruple Alliance, as he quotes 
the Article, but likewiſe, all Treaties and 
Conventions, which preceded: the Year 1725; 
which latter Words he does not quote. Per- 
haps, he judged them unneceſſary. If he did 
ſo, he was much miſtaken ; for by the pth 
Article of the Treaty of 1721, between 
Great-Britain and Spain, it is declared, that 
all the Pretenficns of both Sides, touching Af- 
fairs not expoſed in the | preſent Treaty, and 
which Pretenſions are not comprehended in the 
ſecond Article Mit, ſhall be treated of in the 
Future Congreſs; which was at that Time the 
Congreſs at Cambray. Now let it he obſerved, 
that the Affair of Gibraltar is not one of the 
Affairs expoſed in this Treaty. Let it be bb- 
ſerved alſo, that the Pretenſion of the Spani- 
ards to Gibraltar, is not one of the Preten- 
ions comprehended in the ſecond Article of 
it; and then let any Man deny, if he can, 
that, in the Intention of Spain, theſe Words 
were 


. 
3 EE >: nf ny 2 : 


this 7 
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were relative to the Pretenſion, which ſhe ac- 
quited by the private Engagement, taken in 
the Letter ſo often quoted. If the Letter 
gave her à Right, as ſhe inſiſts, it gave her a 
arr” certainly to claim that Right, and 

retenſion is carefully preſerved by the 
Treaty of ' 1721. I do not fay among other 
Pretenſions; for I think I may venture to ſay 
that all other Pretenſions are ſpecify'd in the 
Treaty ; even that relating to the free Exerciſe 
of the Roman Catholick Religion in Minorca ; 
and therefore theſe Words ſcem to have been 
fingly apply'd to the Pretenfions of Spain on 
Gibraltar. Will not the Spaniards now in- 
fiſt, upon theſe Foundations, that they enjoy d, 
in 1721, a Right to demand the Reſtitution 


of Gibraltar, by Virtue of Conventions then 


made; and that the ſecond Article of the Pre- 


liminaries preſerves entire, to all the contrac7- 


ing Parties, whatever Rights, as well as Pes 
lions, they had by Virtue of any Treaty or 
Conventions, antecedent to the Year 1725; 
and that therefore the firſt general Words of 
the ſecond Preliminary preſerve to them the 
Right of demanding the Reſtitution of Gib- 
raltar, as a Right acquired by Gonventicns 
made before the Year 1725; whilſt the laſt 
general Words of the fame freliminary Ar- 
ticle preſerve this Right as an Alteration made 
in the Treaty of Utrecht and in the Quadruple 
Alliance? | 

How little Weight ſoever the Defender of 
the Enquiry may allow to theſe Obſervations, 
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which would I doubt have ſome in a Congreſ;, 
yet he muſt allow that they ought not to 
have eſcaped him, or to have been conceal'd 
by him ; fince they do certainly affect the 
Merits of the Cauſe, on which he has ſo po- 
ſitively pronounced Judgment, without an 
Regard to them. But I am almoſt ready to 
aſk * your Pardon, Mr, D' Anvers, for ſaying 
ſo much on this Point, when there! is another 
more clear, and more deciſive {till hehind. 
Is it poſlible our Author ſhould never have 
heard of a certain public Inſtrument, con- 
taining a Declaration explanatory of the 
Preliminaries, made by the French, Miniſter 
at the Pardo, on the 4th of March, 1728, 
and accepted and cookie d þy himſelf, and 
by the Imperial, Britiſh, Span, and Dutch 
Miniſters on the ſixth. of the fame Month ? 
It this Inſtrument hath ever fallen into his 
Hands, and it is in every Body's elſe, did he 
never read theſe Words in it, that all Preten- 
fions, on all Sides, ſhall be produced, debated, 
and decided in the ſame Congreſs 2 The Dil- 
vutes about Contrabands, and other Com- 
plaints made by the Spaniards concerning the 
Ship Prince Frederick, and the Dif utes 
about the Reſtitution of Prizes, which Ar- 
ticles are taken Notice of in the Introduction 
to this Jiſlrument, are, by particular, Clauſes 
in it, referr'd to the Diſcuſſion and Deciſion 
of the Conzre/s. To what Purpoſe then were 
theſe general Words inſerted? To what Pur- 
poſe was it ſtipulated that al Pretenfis ans 
whatſoever 


# 


| ( 199 ) 
whatſoever (among which the Preten/ion of 
the Spaniards to the Reſtitution of Gibraltar 


muſt neceſſarily be included; fince, whether 


Hl or well founded, it is ſtill a Pretenſion on 
their Side) ſhall likewiſe be referr'd to the 
Congreſs ; and that his Britannick Majeſty 
ſhall be obliged to fland to what ſhall be deci- 
ded upon the whole ? But I forbear to preſs 
this Matter any farther upon the Gentleman; 
ſince it would be, in ſome Sort, like ſtabbing 
him on the Ground. | 

I proceed to the Article of blocking up the 
Galleons; which is the /a/t, upon which I am 
attack'd in the Defence of the Enquiry. And 
here I muſt obſerve again that he is very far 
from entering into a Refutation of the Argu- 
ments advanced by me to prove, that /e/2/75 
the Galleons was a Meaſure liable to no Ob- 
jection, and in every Reſpect preferable to 
that of ' blocking them up. He obſerves in- 
deed, upon Mr. Heſier's Letter, that the Trea- 
ſure had been taken from on Board the Gal- 
leons, when our Squadron arrived before Porto 
Betla. Now, without making any Reflecti- 
ons on the Intelligence brought from on Shore 
to the 'Admiral, and taking it for granted 
that all this Treaſure was in Time removed 
out of his Reach; it will ſtill be true that this 
Circumſtance proves nothing in Deſence of 
the Meaſure taken to block up the Galleons, 
and not to /eize them; ſince whether they 
would have the Riches on Board them or not, 
when Mr. Hofer ſhould arrive, could not be 
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( 200 
known, when bis Hiſuructions were drawn. 
If all theſe Riches had been actually at Porto 
Bello, when he came thither, he would have 
had, in Effect, nothing more to ſay to the 
Spaniards, than what the Orders they had 
received ten Days before from od Spain 

imported; which was, that 42 ſhould ſe⸗ 
cure the Money! in the Coun 

The ſingle Point, inſiſted upon to juſtify 
this Meaſure, and which the Writer pronoun- 
ces to be ſufficient, is that the contrary Mea- 
ſure, that of „ging the Galleons in Port, 
with all their Trealure on Board, if it bad 
been practicable, would have put Europe into 
4 Flame, by putting all the Proprietors: of 
thoſe Riches, whether French, Dutch or Spa- 
niſh, into the greateſt. Uneaſineſs. At the 
ſame Time, he allows that taking theſe Ships, 
if they bad attempted, by Force or Stealth; 10 
come owt, had been reaſonable. Sure J am it is 
enough to ſay in reply to this, that as to the 
Uneafmeſs, which ſuch a Seizure might have 
given the Spaniſh Proprietors, it deferved no 
Conſideration; that the French and Dutch 
Proprietors would have believed, or ought to 
have believed, their Effects as ſecure in Our 
Hands, an an the Hands of Spain; eſpecially 
in a Point of Time, when they were, by 
Treaty at leaſt, engaged on our Side in Op- 
poſition to Spain; and laſtly, that the Dil- 
tinction between ſe: ging the Galleons at Sea, 
or ae them up in Port, as if one was, 
and the other was not an Hoſtility, is very 


manifeſtly 
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manifeſtly a Diſtinction without a Difference; 
to prove which, I dare appeal to every Man 
in Britain, whether he would not eſteem the 
Hoſtility as great, and the Inſult greater, if 
a Spaniſh Squadron ſhould block up Port/- 
mouth, than if it ſhould cruize in the Chan- 
nel and take our Ships at Sea. The Gentle- 
man cuts the Diſpute ſhort, by referring us to 
the Ob/ervations on the Conduct of Great- 
Britain; and I ſhall readily join Iſſue with 
him, by referring, on my Side, to the Craft, 
man extraordinary; in which theſe Ob/erva- 
tions are fully anſwer'd, and treated as they 

deſerved to be. | ol 
Having mention'd the Galleons, our Author 
could not avoid taking ſome Notice of a 
Queſtion I aſk'd, in anſwering Publicola, and 
which he allows to be very material. His 
Anſwers. to it deſerve. a ſhort Reflection or 
two: Since the Galleons are coming home, 
bath Spain renounced thoſe Deſigus, which our 
Fleet was: ſent to the Weſt-Indies to prevent? 
Thus he ſtates the Qucſtion; and his Anſwer 
is, truly I can't tell; nor can any one in the 
World,” who is not in the Secrets of the Court 
of Spain. A little afterwards he aſks the 
{ame Queſtion ; has the King of Spain re- 
nounced his Projects; that is, thoſe Deſigns 
which our Fleet was ſent to the Meſt-Iudies 
to prevent? His Anſwer is, yes undoubtedly, 
as far as Articles ratify'd by him can bind ; 
and as far as any contracting Powers can be 
bound by Treaty to one another, Let us ſee 
what 
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( $08) 
what is urged between the int and the ſecond 
aſking of the ſame Queſtion, to produce ſuch 
a wide Difference in the Anſwers. The King 
of Spain hath ratify'd the Preliminaries, in 
Conſequence of which the Siege of Gibraltar 
is raiſed. Orders are ſent to reſtore the South- 
Sea Ship; and he has promiſed, that the Ef- 
fects of the Galleons ſhall be deliver d. He 
- hath therefore renounced bis Projects by Treaty; 
but whether he hath renounced them in his 
Heart; whether he will go on to af an open 
and honeft Part, that is more than our Author 
can tell. It is more likewiſe than any one 
will deſire, that he or thoſe, for whom he is 
an Apologiſt, ſhould pretend to tell, or be 
anſwerable for. But let us ſee what they are 
e for; what has been really done by 
reaty; what we have obtain'd to make us 
ſome Amends for the rotting: of our Ships; 
for the Loſs of ſo many thouſand Lives, and 
for the Depredations and Hoſtilities, which 
this Author ſounded fo high formerly ; and - 
which were carry d on with redoubled Vigour, 
during the pacrfick Blockade of the Galleons.— 
The Effects of the Galleons are to be deliver d. 
I congratulate the Duich and the French up- 
on it; but eſpecially the latter, who have ſuch 
immenſe Wealth on board them. Our Share 
is, I ſear, a ſmall one; too ſmall to bear any 
Proportion to the Expence we have been at, 
or the Loſſes we have ſuſtain'd. — Orders are 
ſent to reſtore the South. Sea Ship ; but the 
Claims of the Spanzards either on that Ship, 


or 


N 


( 20g. } 

or on any Account, are preſerved to them, 
and refers'd to a Congreſs, by whoſe Deciſion 
we muſt abide ; and nothing is ſtipulated, 
which may ſecure to our Merchants a juſt 
Recompence for the numberleſs Seizures and 
Captures of their Effects and Ships. The 
Siege of Gibraltar is raiſed ; but the Right to 
the Poſſeſſion of that Place hath not been ef- 
fectually put beyond Diſpute. The Obſti- 
nacy and the Chicane of the Spaziards have 
_ prevail'd ſo far, that they preſerve, even by 
the Preliminarges, a Pretence for bringing 
this Right to be decided in the Congreſs ; and 
J ſhall be glad to hear what Ally we have 
there, on whoſe good Offices we can depend 
for ſecuring to us the Right of poſſeſſing, and 
the Poſſeſſion of this iniportant Place. 
Upon the whole, I am extremely ſorry to find, 
that I was ſo much in the Right, when J ad- 
vanced that no Man could fay, with Truth, 
that the main Things, in Diſpute between 15 
and Spain, were yielded to us before the Re- 
turn of the Galleons; unleſs he reckon'd our 
keeping Gibraltar, and I might have added 
the procuring: Satisfaction to our Merchants, 
not among the main Things in Diſpute, but 
among thoſe of 4% Importance. ] fay 
very ſincerely; that I had much rather have 
been refuted. 

It appears, I think, from what hath been 


faid, that the Autbon and Defender of the 


Enquiry has not only been given up by his 


ewn Side, but even by himſelf; in ſeveral Par- 


Ficulars; 
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( 204 ) 
ticulars ; and ſeveral other Points, which 
were inſiſted upon, in the Enguiry, and have 
been diſputed in otber Writings, are either 
not mention d at all in the Defence, or in 
ſuch a ſlight Manner as plainly ſhews the Au- 
thor's —— that he cannot ſupport 
them, though he is very unwilling to give 
them entirely up; ſo that the Author gave a 
very partial Title to his laſt Production; which 
can be juſtly call d, at beſt, a Defence only 
of ſome Points in * Enquiry: and 1 is, more 
properly ſpeaking, a Recantation * it, With 
© 2 particular Exceptions. 

But now, Mr. D' Anvers, what ſhall I hy 
to you in Excuſe for ſo many and ſuch Jong 
Letters The beſt Thing I can fay, is to 
aſſure you, and I do it very ſolemnly, that 1 
will trouble you with no more of them. The 
Gentleman, to whom I have now reply d, 
may enquire and defend, as much as he pleaſes, 
without. any farther. Moleſtation from ne. 
When I began to write on this Subject, I 
meant nothing leſs than the filly Ambition of 
having. the loft Word in a Diſpute. I faw, 
Uke every other Man, the publick Diſtreſs. 
1 thought I . difcern'd-, the true and original 
Cauſe of it. The Affectation, which I ob- 
ferved to turn us off from this Scent, fortify d 
me in my Opinions, and determined me to. 
examine what was alledged againſt them 
I have done ſo; and if in doing it, I have 
contributed in any Degree to open the Eyes 
of mp Countrymen, on their true, and on 

their 


their--miftaken Interefts, I have obtain d the 
fole End, which I propoſed to myſelf. I love 
and I hate; I eſteem and I deſpiſe; but in a 
Caſe of this Moment, I ſhould abhor myſelf, 
if any Regard to Perſons, any Conſideration, 
except that of Truth, had guided my Hand 
ur ridings ts, 4: PA 

began by aſking Pardon of this Author. 
for an Injuſtice, which I have done him thro? 
Error, not Malice; and I ſhall conclude 
with aſſuring him, that upon whatever Prin- 
ciple he may have treated me, as I think 1 did 
not deſerve, I lay down my Reſentment with 
my Pen, and remain in Chriſtian Charity 
with him. e K 

I return to the Buſineſs of my low Profe/ſ- 
fon in Life; and if I was worthy. to adviſe 
him, I would adviſe him to return to that of 
his high Calling; to feed the Flock committed 
to his Charge. That I may the more effec- 
tually perſwade him to take a Reſolution ſo 
much for his own Honour, and for the Ad- 
vantage of the Church, I will exhort him to 
it, in the Words of the Apoſtolical Conſtituti- 
ons, with ſome very little Variation, in order 
to render the Paſſage more applicable. 
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Sit autem Epiſco- 
pus turpis lucri non 
guefitor, prefertim de 


Gentilibus; malitque 
detrimentum capere, 
guam inferre. Non jit 


Let a Biſsop then 

* not be fond of ma- 
* king his Court for 
* Gain, and efpecial- 
ly to the Gentiles. 
Let him rather re- 
celve 
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gvarus; non maledi- 
non iracundus, non 
contentigſus, non ne- 
gotiis, litibuſque ſe- 
cularibus implicitus; 
non pro alio ſponſor, 
aut in cauſis pecuni- 
ariis Advocatus. 
ambitioſus, non dupli- 
cis ſententiæ, non bi- 
linguis; calumniæ & 
maledicentiæ non cu- 
pidus auditor; non 
Hypocrita , fallaciis 
vanis non utens. Quia 
hec omnia Deo ſunt 
inimica, Dæmonibus 
grata. Ws 


Conſtit. Apoſtolic. 
Lib. II. Cap. 6. 


Jan, 


cus, non falſus Teſtis, 
ce be 


Non 


LEE e 


Mr. D'awvers, 
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«© ceive than do an In- 
jury. Let bim not 
given to evil 
** ſpeaking, nor to bear 
** falſe Witneſs, Let 
him not be wrath- 

* ful nor contentious. 
* Let him not be en- 
© paged in the Buſine(: 

and Diſputes of the 


© World. Let him not 
be ready to anſwer 


© for others." Let bim 


not be the Advocate 


* of private Intereſt 
in publick Cauſes. 
*Let him not be am- 
* Bitious, nor. double- 

* minded, nor double- 


ky tongued. Let bim 


© ule neither S mula- 
tion nor Diſimula- 


* tion in his Conduct; 


© nor varn and falla- 
cious Sopbiſins | in his 
For alt 
ce theſe Thing are 
* hateful to Gt and 

pleaſing to the De- 


6.406 vl. 


JOHN 
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on good and bad Mi- 
be 


HILS T a wicked and corrupt 
Miniſter is weighing out Pane- 
gyricłs and Deaications againſt 
Jiſſt Satires and Invectives; or; 

perhaps, is numbering his Creatures and teach- 
ing them their implicit Monoſyllables; whilſt 
he is drawing out his Screen, and providing 
for a ſafe and decent Elpement ; or, it may 
be, Some himſelf with the Hopes that the 
publick Joy, at his Removal, will drown all 
future Enquiries; or that he ſhall keep fweet 
a good while longer, till the Worm ſeizes his 
Carcaſs, and Poſterity preys upon his Me- 
moty; it may not be improper to turn your 
Thoughts upon the Reverſe of his Character, 

and to enquire by what Marks a good Miniſter 
may be found out and diſtinguiſh'd; or, 

ſince he is only a Creature, by what Arts, 

and in what Method, he may be form'd and 
brought into Being. A People, who are run- 
ning the Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance, 
want nothing ſo much as a good Miniſter ; 

and 
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and a bad One dreads nothing. more than an 
bonęſt Succeſſor, "who comes af er him With- 
out treading in his Steps; takes his Place With 
out giving into his Sekrets; and Will not be 
won by a Share of his Rapine to partake, at 
the fame time, of his Crimes and Corruptigns. 

We know the mighty Hand, that is to form 
Ak Creature, and that the Breath e our 
Noſtrils is to give him Being; but it is no Pre- 
ſumption, no Infringement of the Right of 
Election, to trace out a general Character 
of many juſt and worthy Candidates. At 
is no Nomination, no Deſignationto 2 par- 
ticular Office, to deſeribe a good Officer 
at large, with all His Oualifcations and 
Endowments. Neither the honeſt Labourer, 
who diſcovers the Mine, or digs out the Ore; 
nor the ti ful Artificer, who purifies, refincs, 
and weighs it, can in any Senſe bg ſaid to in- 
croach upon the Authority of Thoſe above 
him, who are appointed to make the laſt Ef- 
ay; to ſhape and mould it; and all Theſe 
are Friends to Cæſar, who finiſhes the Work, 
and gives it his own Fon and "Supetfcrip- 
tion. 

Let us then imagine a Number of Men, 
featter'd up and down a great, wiſe, and di. 
cerning Nation; in their Deſcent noble and 
generous; full of the Virtues of their An- 
ceſtors; in their T emper affable and ſweet- 
natured ; educated in the Knowledge and 
Study of our Conſtitution, its Laws, Settle- 
ments, Dependences and Intereſts; always 


aithful 


( 209 ) 
Faithful to the Crown, when conſiſtent with 
their Duty to their Country ; fonder of the 
Subſtance, than the Outſide of Religion; 
eaſy in their Fortunes; Lovers of Mankind; 
more careful to preſerve, than to aggrandize 
a Family ; making: Virtue the Foundation of 
their Friendſhip, and Merit the Title to their 
Favour ; Preſervers of the Freedom of others, 
as well as of their own ; delighting rather to 
be thought good than great; pleaſed with 
any Opportunity of making their Fellow 
Creatures happy; juſt in all their Dealings; 
moderate in their Pleaſures; true to the ſe- 
veral Truſts, which have been repoſed in 
them; watchful over the Accounts of others, 
and ready to ſubmit their own to a full and 
impartial Inſpection; not ſervile when out of 
Power, not imperious when in it ; ſtudying 
more the Propriety of Oratory, than its Or- 
naments and Garniture;, and ſpeaking rather 
to the good Senſe of others, than to their 
Paſſions or Intereſts; not ſolicitous for a 
Place, becauſe they want it, but becauſe the 
Place wants them; ſo keen in their Reſent- 
ments for the Publick, that they have no 
Room for thoſe, which are perſonal; well 
acquainted with the moſt noted Characters 
and Tranſactions of late Years ; indifferent in 
their Choice of publick or private Life, but 
careful to adorn both; and looking on the 
Revenue of an Office to be ſo far publick 
Money, as it is intended for the Support and 
Dignity of that Office, to which it is appro- 
| P priated, 
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priated —— Men: of. this Character, Stars of 
this Luſtre, are ſtill ſtuck in good Plenty up 
and down our Hemiſphere. The Changes 
of the Weather may ſometimes hide, but 
cannot extinguiſh them, Their ſhort-lived 
Obſcurity is indeed their Advantage; for by 
This we know what it is to want them, and 
their Influence. Their Brightneſs is try'd, 
and diftingniſh'd from Meteors and falſe 
Fires, The Regularity of their Courſes is 
more obſerved ; and their Glory, when it 
breaks _ out again, becomes doubly recom- 
mended. 

Imagine now a Man, of this Order 5 
e advanced to the Miniftry. Sup- 
poſe him not well acquainted with the Cour 
and Dependence of many of the Offices and 
Branches of Truſt under his Direction; and 
for that very Reaſon not over- forward to pre- 
ſcribe for Abuſes, or admit of Corruſtions 
upon the Plea of Cuſtom; yet whilſt it is na- 
tural for him to find out, or to place in theſe 
Offices ſuch Men as moſt nearly reſemble 
himſelf; he could never want good Intelli- 
gence both at home and abroad; clear and 
faithful Accounts. The Eyes, Hands, and 
Feet, which he borrow'd from others, would 
be fo much like his own, that he could not 
fail to ſee clearly, act fairly, and walk up- 
rightly. Such a Miniſter would with Plea- 
ſure meet a Senate, choſen as himſelf was, 
by the ſame Marks and Qualifications. He 
would encourage ſuch a Choice as his beſt 
N Security; 5 


{« rt } 
Security; and when the Bon & legales Viri 
Ade FVicineto are retur d to Parliament, as well 
as upon Furies, the Electors do alike conſult 
their own Honour and Intereſt. A friennial, 
or ſeptennial Bribe, as ill- ſpent as it is ill- 
gotten, makes no Amends for the Loſs of 
Credit and Reputation, which are the Support 
of Commerce; and it is as eaſy to prove, that 
the Corruption of ſome Boroughs is the Cauſe 
of their Poverty; as to prove, that their 
Poverty is the Cauſe of their Corruption. 
But to reſume my former Subject. The 
Marks I have pointed out, and the Rules I 
have laid down, are of ſuch Uſe to the P 
lick, in the Choice of a good Miniſter, 1 
where only one of them (the Chara 
common Honeſty) hath been attended to, and 
the reſt have been barely gueſs'd' at, or left 
to wild Chance; ſuch a Choice has very 
often been more beneficial to a Country, than 
a Choice made upon the very Brink, or even 
from the Bottom of that horrible and dreadful 
Gulph, commonly call'd pręfound Policy. — 
I ſhall illuſtrate this Truth by one remarkable 
Inſtance, which I hope is too remote and far- 
fetch'd, to be haul'd and wrench'd into o- 
dern Application. The Grand Seignior is ſaid 
to walk abroad very often incognito, and to 
have his Out-lets and Conveniencies, both in 
the Camp and Seraglio, where he can overſee 
the Aſſemblies of his Domeſticks and Officers, 
and be his own Spy upon their Actions and 
Converſation. Liſtening one Day to the 
9 5 grand 


grand Minifer af bis Ritekin, i « fit A 

ſembly, of his own culinary Subalterns, cloſely 

debating the preſent Ton@ure and Poſture of 
Affairs, (When Diſcontents ran high, and the 

general Voice laid the whole Blame upon the 

Prime Vizier,) he heard the grand Maſter, 

then in the Chair, ſometimes threatening Ju- 

ſtice, and denouncing Vengeance; brandiſh- 

ing his long Knife at the Cloſe of every Pe- 
riod; ſometimes ſhaking his Streu- Pan with 

05 He could toſs up ſuch a Diſh of Poli- 

ticks |— And every Menace, every Period 

concluded with a With——That he was Prime 

Vizier but for one Month only.—The Grand 
Seignier took him at his Word; and, in a 

few Days, advanced him to that high. Poſt 
next himſelf, Where all are Slaves, this 
Advancement was by no means ſurprizing. 
'Twas. a, meer deſpotick Humour and Fro- 
lick; and perha | 


and. perhaps done with a Deſign to 
puniſh his Vaſal's Preſumption, by {ſetting 

is own Knife, to his Throat, upon the firſt 
falſe Step, or Mifmanagement in his Conduct. 
But the Man was honeſt, and the Maſter 
agreeably diſappointed. No Miniſter ever 
fll'd that Station, for many Years, with 
greater Honour and Reputation; or was 
better beloved both by Prince and People. 
He fed the Empire, as he had done the En- 
peror, with good, wholeſome Diet, well cook'd 
and garniſhd, He ſtrew'd Plenty every 
where, and ſeem'd, by his Conduct, to un- 
derſtand perfectly well that fine Maxim of 


Ce/ar, 
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92 703 ; which deſerves a whole phy/ical, no- 
ral, and political Eflay, fully to explain it. 
Let me have Men about me that are fat. 
If Chance and Incident, or Caprice and 
Humour, can go thus far in the Choice of a 
good Miniſter, who at firſt ſetting out only 
ſtumbled, upon good Senſe, and common Ho- 
neſty; what will not good Senſe and common 
Honeſty .do, when join'd with thoſe other 
noble Qualiſications, of which J have given a 
Detail, and when mark'd out and diſtin- 
guiſh'd by a regular and judicious Choice? 
They have made the Reigns of Minors, and 
of Monarchs, never qut of their Minority, 
glorious and flouriſhing: They have tranſ- 
form'd Queens into Amazons, and confined 
the Faults: of a ſoft and vicious Prince to a 
few Apartments; made them Darlings of 
their People, and their" People happy under 
their Goyernment. But where a Prince, truly 
wiſe and great, and good in himſelf, is ſur- 
rounded by a Moultitude of fuch Counſellors ; 
to how amazing an Height, and to how 
many Generations may he extend his Gran- 
deur and the publick Pelicit ? —Such Mini- 
ters, under a Monarch, the Father of His 
Country, will conſequently confider all his 
Subjects a Princes of the Blood, (ſo a merry 
Writer of the laſt Age call d them) or, in 
the inſpired, royal Style, as F-le/b of bis Pleſh, 
and Bone of his Bone; not in a natural Senſe ; . = 
for Adyption is better than Nature. Such ;.' 
Miniſters will put out the,Revenues of their *./: "i 
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Maſter to Intereſt in the Pockets of bis Sub- 
jets; then, with a—non rapui fed recepi, 
recall them upon a real Neceſſity. Such Mi- 
niſters will raiſe a ſtanding Force, ſo very nu- 
merous, that it ſhall take in a/l- the landed 
Gentry and trading Commons of a Nation ; 
and perhaps 5 d. a Day is not ſo. good En- 
couragement, as when Men fight for their 
All; for they fight for their All, when they 
fight for a. Prince, with whom they have 
but one common Safety and Intereſt. Such 
Miniſters will not ſuffer the Law to be made 
the Bach- Sword of Juſtice, which cuts only 
on one Stde. They will not ſcore up a War 
to the Reckoning, when the good Company 
have not had it in; nor palm a Truce upon 
us, with all its Accidents, for the real Body 
of a ſolid and laſting Peace, by a new poli- 
tical Tranſor- Conſulſtantiation. In; ſhort, 
they will not, like ſome old Roman Minions 
and Favourites, make a Statue of their Ma- 
ſter, and then fly to it for Refuge. 
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P olicy of the Athenans. 
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Hoc illud eſt precipue in Cognitione Rerum ſalubre, 
aàc frugiſerum, omnis Te Exempli Documenta in 
illuſtri pqta Monumento intueri ;, inde Tibi, 
tuæque Reipublice quod imitere capias , inde 
Faœdlum Inceptu, fædum Excitu quod vites, = 
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T is ſo common a Falling to think that 

every Thing, which particularly affects 
us in Reading, will equally pleaſe and enter- 
tain others, that I hope you will excuſe the 
Fondneſs of a young Student for an old Story, 
which I have lately met with in the Hiſtory 
of Greece; and I fancy it may prove as agree- 
able an Amuſement to others as it hath been 
to myſelf; but if you think otherwiſe, the 
Uſe it will be of to you in lighting your Pipe 
will make you ſome Amends for the Trouble 
of reading it. 
Darius Hyſtaſpis is the firſt, I think, who 
is mention'd in Hiſtory to have been poſſeſsd 
with the wild Ambition of «univerſal Empire; 
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aneh in order to carry on this chimetical De- 


ſigh, he made ſeveral: unſũccefsful Expe 
tions into Buropey” where he was info 


that Greece, which then made à very con- 


ſiderable Figure in the World, Would pro- 
bably Sire im no ſmall Oppoſition in his 
projected Conqueſts; particularly the Athe- 


mam, who with ſome of the Iſlanders, their 
Coifederates, had given him a mortif ying 
Inſtance” of their Boldneſs and Roſolution, | 
by daring to aſſiſt their Colonies, in the lefler 


Al in their Endeavours to ſhake off the 
rfian Yoke and recover their antient: Liber- 
ties. This was look'd upon as ſuch an Af- 


front to the Power of the grand Monarch, 


(as he is ſtyled by the Hiſtoriars of thoſe 


Times) that e would ſatisfy him but 
the intite Conqueſt of Greece; to which he 


was” likewiſe continually ſolicited by Hip- 


Pias, Son or the famous Tyrant Pififtratus, 


who upen being expelbd by the Atbenians 
for invading their Laws and Liberties, had 


fled to Darius for Protection 217 Aſſiſtance 


to recover his Tyranny.” '\ 

Tbe Monarch, However: to give Ame Co- 
lour to his Quarrel with che Sie for ſent 
to the ſeveral States to demand Faith and 
Water from them, as an Acknowledgement 
of their Homage and Subjection to him; re- 


quiring, at the ſame Time, that the Athe: 
mans ſhould reſtore Hippias % 2607-3 


Athens und Sparta; the moſt cönſiderable 
States in Greece, fired with a juſt Reſent- 


ment 
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ONS: . 
metit at this haughty Demand from a free 
People; took bis Meſſengers and threw. them 
into deep Pits; telling them that there they 
might find Earth and Water for their King 
Darius; Who, being enraged at this new 
Provocation, ſent his Generals Datis and 
Arntapbernes, with an Army of above one 
hundred thouſand Men, to revenge ſuch an 
open Defyance and Contempt of his Power, 
with Orders to bring the Atbenians Pti- 
It is well known that Miltiades with a 
very ſmall Number of Men, animated with 
the: glorious Love of Liberty, routed theſe: 
numerous Forces at the famous Battle of 
Marathon, and for ſome Time ſecured the 
Liberties of Greece. 0 rr 4108 3 I" 4 F 
Darius, being very deſitous to recover this 
Diſgrace, employ'd all his Endeavaprs;:! with 
the Power and Riches of the Penſan Empire, 
to make Preparations for a ſecend Attempt; 
but dying before they were compleated, he 
left the Proſecution of this Deſign to his Son 
Xerxes; who, having raiſed the greateſt 
Army, that ever appear d upon the Stage of 
the World, (being ſaid to be ſome Milliens) 
march'd. with them into Europe over a 
Bridge made croſs the Helleſpont; but be fore 
he enter'd Greece, he again experienced the 
Courage and Bravery of the Grecians, by the 
Stop that was put to the Progreſs of this in- 
credible Multitude, with a very inconſide table 
Number of Men; under Leonidas, at the Paſs 
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of -Thermopyle ;, which the Perſiant gain d, at 
laſt, by the Treachery of a fugitive Greek, 
who led them a private Way over the Moun- 
tains to ſurround the Grecians. 

The unexpected Succeſs of this ſmall Body 
with the Victory, which the Athenians ſingly 
gain d, ſoon after, over Xerxes's Fleet, would 
they hoped have been a ſufficient Encourage- 
ment to the confederated Grecians, who had 
enter'd. into a grand Allyance againſt the 


Perſian, to have continued firm to them, 


in the Defence of their common Liberties ; 
but when the Athenians propoſed to attack 
the Perſians, in order to prevent their march- 
ing into Attica, the Spartans with their 
other Allies, either from Treachery or Cow- 
ardice, or a Mixture of both, in a very ſhame- 
ful and infamous Manner refuſed. to march, 
and deſerted the Athenians, leaving them to 
ſtruggle with thoſe unequal Numbers, which 
it was impoſſible for them alone to reſiſt; 
yet placing their Happineſs in their Liberty, 
and their Liberty in their Valour, (as Thuci- 


dides expreſſes it) they did not even in this 


Extremity deſpair; but their Virtue and 
Courage taking new Force from their Di- 
ſtreſs, they abandon'd Athens to the Fury 
of the Perſians, having firſt tranſported their 
Wives and Children to their Friends in the 
neighbouring Iſlands, and reſolved with their 
Fleet, without any other Aſſiſtance, to con- 
quer or dye, in the Defence of their Liber- 
tles. : | rRLYBAR MH DIC i 
This 
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This glorious Reſolution, with their Know- 
ledge and Skill in naval Affairs, which they 
had very happily cultivated, enabled them 
to gain an intire Victory over the Perfian 
Fleet. This ſo terrify'd the haughty Xerxes, 
that he fled with the utmoſt Precipitation 
and Confuſion to the Helleſpont, and paſs d 
into Aſia in a little Boat; and the Forces he 
left under his General Mardonius, to con- 
tinue the War, being ſome Time afl erwards 
intirely routed at Platea, Greece was abſo- 
lately freed from all farther Fears of the Per- 
Jans, ſolely by the Virtue and Valour of the 
Athenians; who, forgetting the former ill 
Treatment of their Allies, had beſides the 
additional Merit of leaving Athens a ſecond 
Time expoſed to the Plunder of the Enemy, 
under Mar donius, rather than make a ſeparate 
Peace with the Perfran, who offer d to ren- 
der them full Satisfaction for all their Loſſes 
in the War; to pay them a vaſt Sum of 
Money; and make them Sovereigns of all 
Greece; but they generouſly refuſed to be 
inſtrumental in enſlaving that Country, which 
they had fo bravely defended, and preferr'd 
the glorious Title of the Deliverers of Gribet 
to all other Conſiderations. 5 
We may now look upon Athens in the 
Height of its Glory and Proſperity; and they 
would, in all Probability, have continued 
to be the laſt flouriſhing State in Greece, 
if they had been Maſters of any Prudence, 
and improved the Advantages, which now 

| lay 
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lay open to them; but ſuch, is the Uncer- 
rainty--of all human Felicity, that we ſoon 
find-them, 1 by their fooliſh Yong nduct, gra- 
dually Joſing al the Benefits of their, amazin 
Succeſſes in the War, till they, at Lak fel 
under the Power of that State, which owed 
its Being and Preſeryation to them. Athens 

therefore may be truly ſaid to date its Ruin 
from the Day of its Triumph over the Per. 
lan for preſuming upon her great Merits 
and ſignal Services in defending and pre- 
ſerving the common Liberties of Greece, 
they grew haughty and inſolent to all the 
neighbouring States; and wholly neglecting 
the Care of their own Affairs, they took all 
Occaſions of intermeddling with. thoſe of 
their Neighbours; too often promoting. Dit- 
ferences; in order to make themſelves the 
ſole Atbitrators and Umpires of them; by 
which Means they were generally ry un- 
ee as to 2 the Wack of their 
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cally & os if they could have been content 

th th Thing, . Ude affecting to make a 
We Shew of it,” and thereby ſhocking the 
other Powers of Greece, equally independent 
with themſelves ; for nothing would 'have 
more effectually ſecured the Supetiority they 
aim d at, than making Uſe of the great Re- 
putation and Credit, which they had de- 
ſervediy gain'd,” by interpoſing their good 


Offices to reconcile the frequent Differences, 


which aroſe amongſt the ſeveral States of 


Greece, ever jealous of their own Authorities; 
but whilſt the Athenians kept within the 
Bounds of Moderation, the otbe, States 
ſhew'd' upon all Occaſions the greateſt De- 
ference and Reſpect to their Mediation; and 
the whole of their Policy conſiſted in inter- 
poſing their Force, in Caſes of Neceſſity 
only, to prevent the Weak from being un- 
juſtly oppteſs d by their more priverful Nei gb 

Bour; and in avoiding, as much as poſſible, 
to make themſelves: Parties, much less Prin- 


cipals in their Quarrelss. roof 


Such a wiſe Conduct wald have given 
them Leiſure and Opportunity to enjoy the 
Fruits of that Peace, which they wanted to 
recover the Loſſes and caſe the Burdens of a 
long and heavy War, ſupported chieffy by 
them, and carry'd on at a much greater Ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure, than they had 
ſuffer d, at 4 bod Time, inet the Fe oundation 
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(ase) 
It is certain that they were under the hap- 


oon after the War; for their great naval 
Power, which made them the undiſpute d 


Maſters of the Sea, made them likewiſe 
equally eſteem d and fear'd by their Neigh- 


bours. To this we may add the Advantages 


of their Situation, and Knowledge in all ma- 
ritime Affairs, with their numerous Ships and 
the Benefits of their Colonies abroad; which 


might have enabled them to improve and 


extend their Trade, the only true Source of 
Riches, beyond any other Nation, and would 


have ſoon put them into ſuch a flouriſhing 


Condition, as would have deterr'd the moſt 
powerful of their Neighbours from entertain- 
ing any Thoughts of diſturbing their Tran- 


quility; and much more from entering into 


Projects of humbling, or ſubduing them. 
But they had the Misfortune, for ſeveral 


Years, to groan under the Government of a 
Set of Minifters, who were too intent upon 


their own Intereſt to have any ſerious Regard 
for the Welfare of the Publick; though that 
was the conſtant Subject of their own Praiſes; 
and the better to carry on their ſelfiſſi and 
miſchievous Deſigns, and divert the People 
of Atbens from looking into their Conduct, 
they not only promoted continual Diſſen- 
tions amongſt them, under the different Di- 


ſtinctions of Favourers or: Oppoſers of the for- 


mer Tyranny of PrsrsrRATus; but they 


likewiſe: engaged them, on one Side or the 


other, 
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a 
other, in every Quarrel, that aroſe not only 
in Grete, but in Aſia and Places at the 
greateſt Piſtance, upon the ſmalleſt Pretences 
| of antient Allyances, or Kindred with their 
0 Anceſtors; by which Means they waſted 
: their Strength and Riches in many fruitleſs 
and unneceſſary foreign Expeditions, for no 
othet Purpoſe than to make a Parade of their 
Power at Sea; and which had no other Ef- 
fect than to increaſe. the Envy and Jealouſy 
of their Neighbours. „ 94} | 
Io ſupport ſuch extraordinary and extra- 
vagant Expences, they were obliged to raiſe 
almoſt as great and heavy Impoſitions, as 
they did in the Time of the Perian Mar, 
to the great Decay of Trade and Impoveriſh- 
ment of, the People; and though this was 
colour'd with the ſpecious Pretences of extin- 
guiſhing all Remains of the former War, and 
ſettling a /o/id and laſting: Peace ; yet it did 
not prevent the frequent Murmurs and Com- 
plaints of the Publick; nor were there want- 
ing Perſons, who vigorouſly and honeſtly 
poted | Meaſures, which were ſo viſibly de- 
ſtructive of the true Intereſts and Safety of 
Athens; Meaſures, which it would have been 
impoſſible to have continued, if the Heads of 
the Faction, who got Poſſeſſion of the Go- 
vernment, had not found Means to delude 
the People, from Time to Time, with the 
- great Advantages they were every Day to 
= rZcceave from an univerſal, eftablifh'd Peace, 
: by which: they were to be deliver'd from 

| | all 
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all Apprehenſions of the Return of Hippias, 
or any of his Deſcendents; and the — 
Power was forever to be ſecured to the 
Atbenians; a Notion which had been ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully propagated in Athens, and ſo much 
intoxicated the Minds of the People, that 
there was no Impoſition ſo graſs, which their 
Leaders could not paſs upon them, under 
this Pretence; and it was the never - failing 
Argument for filencing all Oppoſition, and 
removing all Objections to the moſt chimeri- 
cal Projects, or unreaſonable Propoſitions | in 
their oublick Aſſemblics. | 
Athens was daily languiſhing under this 
unhappy Management, which would have 
brought certain Ruin upon her in the End, 
without the Calamity of the Peloponefian 
Mar; for nothing prevented it but the con- 
tinual Struggles 1 her great Men to ſupplant 
one another. This kept them in ſome Awe 
and reſtrain d them from doing all the Mif- 
chief, which they had both in their Incli- 
nation and eee ſo that the Preſervation 
of Athens, for ſome Time, may be ſaid to 
be owing, in a great Meaſure, to the ſhort 
Continuance of thoſe in the Adminiſtra- 
tion. 
But Cimon, Ariſtides and Tolmidas, with 
ſeveral other conſiderable Men of real Merit 
and Abilities, who, notwithſtanding ſome 
Failings, had done their Country very great 
and eminent Services; theſe Men, I ſay, hap- 
pening to go off the Stage very near one 
another, 
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| E 7 " ST 
another, left the Field open to PRRICIESõ, 
who firſt ſubverted their Conſtitution, and 
then erected to himſelf an arbitrary Power, 
which ended in the Deſtruction of Athens. 
He was a Gentleman of a private Fortune, 
but unmeaſurable Ambition, which made 
him ſtick at nothing to advance himſelf in 
the State. For this Purpoſe he ſet out on the 
Foot of ene and courted the Affections 
of the People, oy pretending a Zeal for their 
Intereſt . upon all Occaſions ; but when he 
had once made himſelf conſiderable by theſe 
Methods, he threw off the Maſk, and 
treated them with the utmoſt Infolence ; 
by Turns betraying all thoſe, who truſted 
him, and knowing no Friendſhips, or En- 
mities, but ſuch as favour'd, or oppoſed his 
corrupt Purpoſes. He gave a very remarkable 
Inſtance: of this, with Regard to Cimon, a 
noble Atbenian of great Parts and Integrit 


Y. 


but one, whom Pericles hated and conſtant! 


oppoſed, for keeping him under that Sub- 


ordination, which became his Station and 
Character. Yet Cimon afterwards falling un- 
der a Profecution from the People, he 
ſcreen'd him in the publick Aſſembly, and 
then made a Bargain with him, to ſhare the 
Government between them; but took an 
Opportunity to revenge himſelf in the Ruin 
2 _ Son Lacedæmonius, after his Father's 
eat 


As be was Maſter of dent Volubility of 


Tongue, with a Knack of ſpeaking plaufibly- 
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(226%) 
in publick, n and had Join de to this; a: very 


daring and gonſummg e, Aſſurance . ſd he 
kneyy perfectly well how to improve them 
to his on Advantage, in ſupporting any 
Propoſition, 1 ight or wrong, as it heſt ſuited 
his preſent Purpoſe; for nothing was more 


common than to ſee him in one Aſſembly 


ments in a former one; and he never ſcrupled 
to contradict the moſt certain Truths, or to 
aſſert the moſt notorious Falſhoods, in order 
to carry cis Point, though, ſure to be diſ- 
cover d a; few, Hours afterwards, having al- 
Ways an Evaſion ready at Hand. 2 11001 
But notwithftanding the great Opinion, 
which he ſeem d to entertain of his own 
Eloquence and Cunning, he was convinced 


chey would proye but a very feeble and; ſhort- 


lived Support to him, without: ſome better 
Aſſiſtance. He therefore made Uſe of all 
his Art and Contrixance, to work bimſelf 
into the Adminiſtration of the publick Re- 


ſucceed; after the Death of Ariſti des; who, 
having been long Treaſurer. of Grerce, did 
not leave Money enough behind him to de- 
fray, the Expences of his Funeral Happy 
had, it been tor Athens, if P ericles had ſuc- 
Employment. But his Character was the 
Reverſe of the good, Ariſtides, and his Admi- 
niſtration one continued Scene of Rapine and 


Profuſion. Thus did he eftabliſh his Power 


Oli 


( (W227) ) 


on 43 melt mere laſting; Foundation than 


this Predeceſſors, by applying Himſelf to the 
Foeibles and Vices of Mankind, which are 
too aten the ſureſt Hold upon them; for 
though zit is not to be imagined but that 
many Corruptions had ſprung up, during 
the former Diſorders and Weakneſs of the 
Government; yet ſome Remains of the Mo- 
deſty and Virtue of their Anceſtors had hi- 
We reſtrain'd the Athenians from an open 
and avowd Proſtitution of their Integrity; 
but Pericles, — — licentious Diſtribution 
of Bribes and Bounties amòôngſt the People, 
ſoon extinguiſh'd all Sentiments of their for- 
mer Honeſty and Love of theit Country, 
Which he treated as the moſt ridieulous Fa- 
natieiſm; and all the Endeavours of à few to 
pry this Torrent © 6f Thi fity were the 
Publicæk and ener Jeſt of aw! Conyerſa- 
tion. * 5 Ye Fo 2 013147 | 21 
This extravagant and W Plow of 
the publiek Money by Degrees introduced 
that Spirit of Expence and Euxury amongſt 
all Ranks of Men, under the miſtaken No- 
tion of Politeneſß, which conſurned the 
Eſtates of the beſt Families in Athens, * 
ſoon made them ſo neceſſitous, that forg 
their antient Honours and the Di ity of 
their Birth, they were not aſhamed to be- 
come the known Penſioners of "Pericles, 
living in as abject a Dependence has co him, 
a8 the e A r- L 3 
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Thus was univerſal Corruption ſpread over 

che Whole State; and, to compleat their 

rtane; the very Money, which was jo 
ſeryed for” the Neceſſities, of War only, w 
ſpent in debauching the Minds of the Nople 
and what Was deſign'd for their Preſervation, 
turn'd to their Deſtructioͤn. 

As Pericles was not qualify d by his Rank 
to be of the Aſſembly of the Areopagui; (the 
great and ſupreme Judicature of Athens;) ſo 
to remove every Obſtacle to his Ambition, 
he employ'd all his Art to undermine their 
Authotity, and by Degrees, drew. all publick 
Buſineſs of Conſequence to the popular. As- 
ſemöliegs; Where, by the Aſſiſtance of Bribes, 
Penſions and Ee, which \ were all at 
his Diſpoſal, he was ſecure of carrying every 
Thing alnipſt without Oppoſition. 

This, together with the ſcandalous Difre- 
ſpect, with which Pericles affected to treat 
them upon all Occaſions, and their Naviſh 
Submiſhon, at the ſame Time, to all his Or- 
ders, falling in with the general Deptavation 
„ che Times, ſoon brought them into the 
loweſt Contempt with the People, and de- 
ſtroy'd all Regard for that antient and augu/! 
Aſſenibly, Which bad for many Ages been 
the Bulwark and Defence of the Conſtitu- 
tion. f 

After this fatal. Blow to a "State, which 
made the proudeſt Boaſt of its Liberties: and 
ſiad ever ſhew' d the: greateſt, Jealouſy of any. 
lnergschiments upon BOD, Pericles 11 8 3 

SE 


EY 229 ) 

2 not as g abſolüte and uncontroul'd.. a "Power 
48 the Tyrant Pf Aratus himfelf; ; Which 

ave Occaſion to the calling him and his 
Se the new Pyfitratides ; for though it 
is well known that the Archons had the Exer- 
ciſe of the regal Power, yet we ſcarce. read of 
any Thing but their Names, during the whole 
Miniſtry of Pericles; to When All Applica- 
tions, both at home and abroad, were con- 
ſtantiy wade; and he ſcarce let them the 
Shadow of Sovereignty. 

But in the Height Reg this Profi rity, he 
was not a little diſtarb'd with. the hreats of 
a War from Sparta; the Seeds. of which, as 
is before obſerved, were ſown, ſoon, after the 
End of the Perfan Wa ar, and ripen d into 
Action by the monſttous Conduct of Pericles, 
who by Turns provoked their; Reſentinent, 
and courted their Friendfhip, in, the Fold; 8. 
hominious Manner. 

At would be tedious and unneceſſary. to en- 
large upon the particular Differences, which 
| Dad, from Time to Time, ariſen. between 
zo! and increaſed, the Animobitics of the 
two States. 

Many Endeavours had been 17 2 5 to.” nt 
am End to this uncaſy Situation. of Affairs; in 
which both States were under the Yaconye- 
niences and Expences of an actual. War, 
though no formal Declaration had been made 
of one, and the Interruptions the. Athenians 
found in their Trade, with the Continuance 
of very ſevere Tases occaſion'd many loud 
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mplaints amongſt the People; e 
dh a ſort of Ceſſation was agreed upon 
five Vears. This, however; laſted: Date - Ar 
ſhort Time, the old Grudges breaking- out 
again into new Hoſtilities; in the Purſuit of 


which both Parties being tired, a Peace Was 


made between them for thitty Vears, though 
it laſted between five and fix Years only, 


which were chiefly'employ'd in forming riew 


Allyances, in order to be prepared for War; 
each Side being very ſenſible that the Articles N 
of the Treaty: were only patch'd up for the 


preſent; but were not a. ſuffieient F outidation 


for à laſting Peace; and accor they 
were very negligently obſerved on both Sides; 
but it was the "Mifortme (of Athen always 
to loſe Ground by theſe ſhort Intetvals of 


Truce; for their unhappy Behaviour bad irri- 


tated many of their Neighbours againſt them; 
and their confederated Subjects took the firſt 
Opportunity to chuſe new! Protectors, and 
free themſelves from the grievous Impolitions, 
which the Atbenians had laid upon them, 


under the Pretence of failing der ame Ty the 


War. 


Pericles, well Eretkeing the fatal Conte. 
quences, which an open Rupture with Sparta 
would be to his Affairs, neglected no Endea- 
vours to preyent it; and it is, not improperly, 
aid that the Age of Negotiation then began 
in Greece. Miniſters and Ambaſſadors were 
ſeen continually poſting not only over all 


Greece, but even in the adjoining Kingdoms 


0 
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of Macedon, Theſſaly and Ibrace; both Sides 
endeavouring to engage them in now Allyances 
in their Favour and. Pericles was not aſhiamed 
to court the Friendſhip even of the Perſians, 
to Whom he had formerly profeſs d fo much 


Enmity and Hatred, by a the Manic | 


of. Pawer- in their Hands. 

He did not make a moch better "PREM 
for his Country with ſome other of their Al- 
ien who! owed their Preſervation to Aihens, 

and pretended the greateſt Friendſhip for 
them; yet being in Hopes of an Addition of 
Power and Wealth, by the Diminution of 
the Trade of Athens, and the Decreaſe of 
their naval Strength, in Conſequence of it, 
they very faintly- ſupported the Intereſts of 
the Athenians, and temiſsly 1 Wer the 

Obligations of their Allyances. 
Pericles, to remedy” theſe growing Mit 
93 endeavour d to gain over to his In- 

tereſt ſome of the neighbouring Powers, by 
the Propoſition of certain wild and impacti- 
cable Projects; ſuch as joining the Forces of 

Athens to theirs, and making new Acceſſions 

to their Dominions, by altering the Depen- 

dencies of ſome of the leſſer Principalities of 

Greece; but this Scheme gain'd him nothing 
but Shame and Contempt; ſo that after much 

Time and Labour had been ſpent in theſe 

fruitleſs Negotiations," he had Recourſe to the 

ſame Methods abroad, which he had found 
ſo very ſucceſsful at home, and back'd all 

his Ce Tranſactions with the Offers of a 
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engaped in leſſer "a of, Greece 
to lend che Na at leaſt, to his #ew- 
Allyances,. and kept. ſome: of the favourite. 
ones in conſtant Pay, under the Pretence of 


making good their Expences, in keeping 


Ticop to aſſiſt . Atbens upon Occaſion, 
though they never raiſed one Man more for 
this Service. 

As he could not treat in the ſame Maaner 
th the greater Powers, he made his Ap- 
lication . ee de be png 
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ak is e 85 and, Perhaps, eee . 


therſelves by, their Intentions of neitherido- 
ing him any Good, nor: their Country any 
Harm; for they only amuſed. him with 
Intelligences. of pretended. Secrets, many 


Falſhoods, and Things of little, or no Con- | 


ſequence. : , 1 7 Fort or 
By this infamous þ 4 ORE err 


Was N the common Tributary of all 


Greece and the neighbouring Powers; not 
only to the great Waſte, of the publick 


Treaſure ; but, what was worſe, theſe 


mean Condeſcenſions from a State, which 


bad for many Ages made ſo conſiderabie ; 


a Figure in that Part of the World, loſt 


them all their former Authority, and brought 


Athens into the utmoſt Contempt. 


However Pericles endeavour'd,, bred 7 5 
to Time, to varniſh over the preſent State of 


Affairs; 


2" 
OP 
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Affairs; eontinuilly amuſing "the People. with 
Aſſufances of the Vece of his Negotia- 
tions abtbad; and even the Perplexity or them 
Was 6f Benefit to hitn ; for 3 jt help'd'to divert 
the Pablick from looking into his Conduct; 

his Creatutes, upon the leaſt Offer at it, cry- 
ing out that Diviſions at home would give 
the greateſt Eat to the common 
5 


X 


Peoples Wb m vain a th d 1575 the great 


Profuſion of the publick Money, without any 
Account having been given of it by Ons, 
who” had for ſo many Years the ſole and ab- 
ſolute Diſpoſition" of their Revenues ;* whereas 
it had ever been uſual before his Time for. the 
Prytanis, who were a Committee of. the Se nate, 
annually to examine the publick Accounts, 
in che moſt folemn Man ner, being ſworn 


the Altar, before they enter'd upon that 
Ces, to diſcharge their Duty with the ut- 


moſt: Impartality, Fidelity and Juſtice to their 
Country. 80 careful have all wiſe Govern- 


ments ever been to preſerve this Branch of the 


Adminiſtration from Corruption ; well know- 
ing that without it all other Precautions would 
be vain and ineffectual | to ſupport the Libertics 
of a =— People, 
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( 24 ) 
As Perieles fell under the general Cenſure 
A the People, on this Account, ſo he did not 
eſcape Os ſeveral Times charged in ithe 


publick Aſſemblies with the viſible Corruption 
of his Management; which. once went ſo far 
that Dracontides, as Plutarcb informs us, 
carry d a Reſolution, or Decree, for impeach- 
ing him of embezzling the publick Treaſure; 
but Aguon, one of his Creatures, by the Al 
teration of ſome Words, N it inef- 
fectual; and by theſe. little, Arts and Shifts, 
which too many of his Dependents in the 
Senate were always ready to countenance, and 
ſupport, he baffled all Endeavours to obtain 
any Account of the immenſe Sums, Which 
he had ſpent, during his Adminiſtration. 
But it would have been impoſſible for him 
to haye. ſtood the general Clamour and De- 
mand of the People for bringing him to Ju- 
ſtice, if he had not had Recoutſe to a mt 
Artifice,. which no Miniſter before bim had 
the: Aſſurance to attempt, This was a, Pro- 


poſal ſor allowing him ten Talents for Secret- 


Service-Money ; which, though no very great 
Sum, yet as it was underſtood, and even ac- 
knowledged. by, himſelf, to be the Wages of 
Tuiguity, it was giving a publick Sanction to 
Corruption, and was a Precedent, that at once 


quite overturn'd all the antient Checks and 


Controuls, by which their Anceſtors had, in 
the ſtricteſt Manner, guarded againſt the Em- 
bezzlement of publick, 1 the. Diſpoſal 
of which was, by this Stroke, put into the 
abſolute 


. 


Sp 


{ 235 ) 
abſolute Power of him, who was at the Head 
of tber. Treaſury; fer under this Cover, he 
Hud the moſt unlimited Scope to ſupply any 
Expences, under Pretence of the pablick Ser- 
vice. TR9W ie ii, +7 

One would think that Dathe more child 
have been defired to gratify the moſt infatiable 
Thirſt of Power and Dominion; but ſach 
were the extravagant Expences of Pericles, 
in unprofitable Negotiations abroad, and ſatis- 
fying the craving Importunities of his De- 

zendents at home, WhO always roſe in their 
Hemant in Proportion to the Difficulties, in 
which they ſaw him engaged, and the Want 
he had of their Service, that though he fear'd 
no Repulſe to the moſt unreaſonable Demand 
of new Supplies, yet being conſeious himſelf 
of his exorbitant Expences, he began to be 
aſhamed that the People ſhould ſee what 
Money he conſumed; He therefore reſolved 
tomake one bold Step more, to ſecure him- 
ſelf of a Fund, which” would at once full 
anſwer his Purpoſes and conceal his Profuſions. 

This he put in Execution, by ſeizing upon the 
ſacred Treaſure” at Drros, which” was de- 
poſited there by the common Conſent of the 
States of ' Greece; to be kept inviolable, never 
to be touch d but in Caſe of the utmoſt Ex- 
ttemity, and that not without their! unani- 
mous Advice and Conſent. 
Such an open Violation off the- publick 
Faith raiſed the Clamours of all Greece upon 
ene which he endeavour'd to palliate at 


firſt 
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6626) 
ett with the Pretegpe e its being In gester 
Safety, and the Advantages, that „ * 
made of it, by employing it for the Benefit 
of the Publick; but when he aw. how few - 
there were, who had the Virtue or Courage 
to oppoſe him, even in this extreme Act of 


Violence, he grew bolder, in à little Time, 


and being preſs d upon this Article, openly 
- 'd' them in the publick Aﬀſemblies, and 
the moſt aſſuming "Arrogance declared, 
5 the Money, when" it was once granted, 
was. no langer theirs, who gave it, but thei re, 
«ho received 17. 
IIe {6on after follow'd this with rider 
Declaration; that the Neceffities of the State, 


f which! be was to be the, fudge himſelf, were 


above all Laws, and that nothing was [jo [a- 
cred bit that even the Plate and Riches of the 
Temples might be ſcixed, and Reftirution made 
afterwards ; wel knowing that it would not 


be in is Time, nor any Part of his Con- 


n 
This great Treats being now don in 
the Pofſeſſion of Pericles,” he had no farther 
Trouble than to gige ſuch Account of it to 
the Publick as he thought fit; for any Pro- 
pofal of "appointing. Perſons (as was the an- 
tient Cuſtom) 70 examine bis Books, or count 
che Talents remaining, was oppoled with the 
old Cant of diſtruſting ſo virtuous an Admi- 
niſtration, as his Creatures had the Impu- 
dence to call it, and forwarding the Deſigns 
of the Enemy, by * Divifions at m 
the 


( 237 ) 
the canſtant Artifice of thoſe, who are en- 
gaged in Meaſures deſtructiye to their Coun- 
tey, and are ſenſible” that their Actions will 
not bear Examination; whereas, in Truth, 
no Enemy is ſo dangerous to a free People as 
| theſe domeſtick Spoilers; for though Nations 


may, and often have been, laid ; waſte by 


foreign Invaders; yet many of them have re- 
coyer'd their antient Freedom and Proſperity, 
as Athens itſelf had lately done, after all the 
Malice of the Perſian; whereas Hiſtory 
affords us no. Example of any Nation, that 
ever regain d their Liberties, when "they... had 
tamely conſented. to the; Loſs of them; or 


infamouſly ſold them to their Governors for 
the preſent Supply of their Luxury and Vices; 
but their unhappy Poſterity have for ever 


groan'd under the Inheritance of Slavery, de- 


* * 


k > 


hut to return to Pericles. 


His Succeſs, Which even exceeded his own - 
ExpeCtations, ſtruck every honeſt Athenian. 


dumb with Aſtoniſhment at the continued, 


abject Compliances of their Fellow-Citizens. 


Pericles now flatter'd himſelf that his Autho- 


rity and Power were ſo firmly eſtabliſh d, as 
to be out of the Reach of all Accidents. This 
made him ſo haughty and inſolent, that he 


became grievous to his own Creatures, and 


the. Object of uni verſal Odium ; which was 


not a little heighten d by the growing Negeſſi- 
ties of the State, and the Poverty of the Peo- 
ple; fo that the for mer Clamou:s were again re- 


15 ew'd 


liver d down to them by their: Fore-Fathers.. 
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LET. - 
new'd with great Warmth and Violence for 


an Account of the Piſpoſition of the Money, 
which had been diſſipated during his long and 
expenſive; Adminiſtration-. This rouzed his 
Apprehenſions and threv him into great Per- 
plexitiey; ; which his Relation Aleibiudes tak. 
ing Notice of one Day, when he was more 
melancholy than uſual, he aſk'd him the 
Region ef it. Pericles told him that he was 
conſidering ho to mate up his Accounts with 
the Publics; to Which this young Profligate 
(who) gave ſuch an early Inſtance — 7 — 
Miſchiefs he was one Day to bring upon his 
Country) reply d that he had much better 
conſider how t- avid g any Acconnt. 
Unhappily for. Athens, fit took his Kinſman's 
Advice, and ſeeing no other Way to eſcape 
and divert the impending Storm from burſt- 
ing upon himſelf; he choſe to turn it upon 
his Country, by plunging them = 4 Mu. 
with Sparta. 151154 54331 DER aut; 1199; 

The Spartans, te eib 
nation they had ſhewn-to begin the War, yet 
when Things came near to an Extremity, 
ſtill expreſs d a Deſire of continuing the 
Peace; and at laſt offer d to deſiſt from it, 
in Caſe the Athenians would conſent to take 
off the Nane from the Apen N. the: Me- 
gareans., 

Pericles, in a long Spes diſoaded chan 
from accepting the Conditions offer'd; by tel- 
ling them Oo though this was a Matter of no 
1880 Conſequence, (as, in Truth, it Was not) 


* 


( #39 ) 
yet the Manner, in vrhich it wagaſk'd; made 
it neceſſary for the Commonwealth to ſhew 
their Firmneſs on this Occaſion, in order to 
ſupport their Honour, and prevent tlie Ate 
tempts of future Impoſitions upon them, in 
Matters of greater Concern} :. 

This determined the vena Aſenbhy for 
War, which was ſoon after begun by the 
diege of Platea, a ſtrong Town of great Poly 
ortance, and the only Acquiſition of the 
Acheniaus by all their glorious” Succeſſes over 
the Perſian; which however, in the! Courſe 
of the War, was ſcandalouſly neglected by 

the Athenians, andfelba Sacrifice to Sparta. 
Some Endeavours were uſed to terminate 
the War ſoon after it begun by a Tuc made 
for a Year, in order to agtee upon preliminary 
Articles r Peace; but they were never ſet- 
led in ſuch a Manner us to take Effect; and 
a Peace, that was afterwards coneluded be- 
tween them, had little better Suceeſs, the 
Articles being never put in Execution, or 
comply'd with on either Side; but the ſhort 
Time it laſted, was ſpent in breaking and re- 
newing Allyances N their Neighhours in 
ſuch a Manner, that it would require 80 

ing out the fifth Boat , "Thucidides to repeat 
the mutual Infidelities and Treacheries prac- 
tiſed by Athens and Sparta, during this Ceſ- 
ſation, which both Sides were more tired 
wich than the War; and all Greer, with 
the neighbouring Powers, being now” one 
yy or Other engageds” it was ſoon renew'd 
s with 


— in ate 
Ll 


with the greate at laſt 
in the entire 3 ann to the ud. 
jection of Sparta; a Fate, which they might 
in all Probability bave eſcaped, if Pericles 
had either had the Honeſty to have preſerved 
the Peace, by forbearing to intermeddle, 
where he had nothing to do, or the Spirit to 
have begun the War ſooner, before Athens 
was quite exhauſted; and bad loſt all Credit 
abroad by his wretched Management. 
It ought however to be remember'd, for 
the Honour of that learned State, that the 
moſt celebrated Wits-and Poets of Acbens en- 
deavour'd to open. the Eyes of their Country- 
men, and animate them againſt Pericles, by 
expoſing his Conduct in ſatirical Poems and 
Invectives , but they were too far gone in Lux- 
ury and Corruption to recover their antient 
Spirit, being continually ſooth'd in their Vi- 
ces by a ſet of profiigate Writers, whom Pe- 
ricles had pick d up and employ d in his Ser- 
vice. Theſe F ee were ſo abandon'd, that 
they not only made a Jeſt.of Liberty, and 
juſtify'd all the Methods of arbitrary Go- 
vernment, but put their Patron in Compe- 
tition with Jupiter himſelf, and flatter d him 
with the Appellation of Ohmpius, at the 
ſme Time that he was bes the De- 
ſtruction of their Country. 
Thus we ſee that the over: grown Power. 
Ambition and Corruption of on Man 
brought Ruin upon the moſt flouriſhing State 
in the Univerſe; and chere are not wanting 
Inſtances 
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( (2424s) ) 
boon Sa Wo But the Led of it is innate in 


Lind ef every; Man; and however We 
— be deptaved by bad Education, however 
inflamed by Party, Intereſt, or the Spirit of 
Oppoſition, yet Whenever we grow cool, and 
are not immediately agitated by our Paſſions, 
that Spirit breaks out, and ſhews itſelf even 
in thoſe, Who are the greateſt Abations of 
arbitrary Power, * 90 
Thus the Cargingl,- horne down. by:: the 
Force. of Reaſon, and the Influence of this 
Principle of Nature, expreſſes in this Sen- 
| tence, not, only his own Opinion, but that of 
all; Mankind, though private Reaſons may 
e . to profeſs 1 — 
trary Sentiments; nor is it impoſſi [ 
ſome Men, weak. in their Natures and warm 
in their Tempers, to be either ſo far ſeduced 
by the Arguments of deſigning Men, or ſo 
heated by political Contentions, as even to 
become in ſome Manner convinced, that they 
have no natural Right 4% Liberty and that 
their Princes are born with a juſt Title to that 
arbitrary Power, which is hex, the hd 
af Fraud, or Uſus 1 robert Wait 297 mon 29013 
It is our great Happineſs that his nd 
Majeſty s 8 is founded upon a; better 
Title than either the Jus - or heredi- 
tary Right... He owes it purely to the bie 
H the Beaple in Parliament. He got it by 
der Favour, and will Recep. it by — Af- 
feckion 3 not is it leſs) X —— aof 
ores Of. for: of the Nation; that 


19 he 


( (249). 

he cume to the Thtone upon theſe Terms: 
The Limitations and Conditions, by the due 
Obſervance of which he is entitled to it, will 
ſerve ag a certain Rule to his Poſterity ty, by 
which if they guide themſelves, they may 
depend upon the Hearts and Purſes of thei 
to al Eternity. His Predeceſſors had 
not the ſame Advantages. They were bred 
up in a Notion that their Prerogative entitled 
them to do what they pleaſed ;-nor were the 
Privileges of the Prop 10 ſo firmly aſcettain'd, 
This occaſion'd . Jealouſies, gave Op- 
portunities for evil Miniſters to impoſe! upon 
the Prince, and for ſeditious Perfons' to in- 
flame the People. It often gave Niſe to un- 
warrantable Acts of Power ; and thus frequent 

expoſed both the r Family and the Na- 
tion to the utmoſt Confuſionn:nine:e 
- Machiavel, in his political Diſedurſes, lays 
doww this Poſition 4 — 1 ran 
long enjoy Liberty, un be frequent 
| — 2 back to 2 2 e It is — 
Mature of all Government to degenerate. As 
it gros older, it gradually deviates and flies 
| * from its firſt Intention, which is ſingly 
the Advantage of Society; fill at läaſt it at- 


tains ſuch a Degree of Corruption,” that its 


Order becomes entirely inverted; and that 
Inftitution, by which the Prince was: firſt 
only the Servant of the Publict, obliges the 
Publict to be Slaves to the Princes For this 
Reaſon he recommends 4 frequent! Renewal 
of che Conſtitution. 'T he various Nevolu- 
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m have, in a great Mies 
is End. Tbey have p 
off * 8 of Power; and 
few of them have — 4616 — us 
back to che primitive\Purity our Conſtitu- 
tion, yet they have a f. us a rer 
Neople, whe: Liberry Bie in almoſt w_ 
other. art of Europe 
The 10% Revolution: bas — e 
than any of the reſt. T-would'\not be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak of that, which was brought 
about in Favdur of our great Deliverer the 
Pnince Orange. I mean that, by which 
the prefent royal Family werte ſeated upon 
the Throne. This happy Change in our Go- 
vernment, thongh it is not mark'd- out by 
any ſuch Appellation, is the maſt important 
9 haven had. It has amoutited-withinaifew 
Degrees of that Reduction to the ff Prin- 
ciples Government, Which Macbiavei re- 


commends. Our Conſtitution has received 


a new: Spring from it and had we taken 
Cate ta guard againſt a few Ineonveniences, 
as we might; have done, or uſed the ſame 
Caution to prevent ne Dangers, as to re- 
drefs o Orievances, our Libertics had been 
deliterd don to our Poſterity, after a thou- 


ſand Vears, more ſecme and with a greater 


Proſpect of long Duration, than at the my 
Beginning of the Commonwealth. 45 55 1 
The Sentence preftx'd to this Paper con- 
tains an Account of the firſt Powers): with 
which Princes wert canyeſted. + eee, 
K | 1 


4 — 0a „ Pon of limited Monarchs 
4 iJe'only\to an Abuſe — We Truft 
 vepoſed in Them'; 1% <0h1thd 
v6 human Nature) hy grun po! Jas y 55 
Vet Mor were bly babituated. 
original State of Monarehy is juſtly deſcribed 
| box noms from what it is nowi in all arbi- 
trary Governments, Kings were thi 0 bre 
than Gbit, or principal "Mag rates, in 
Stute. Republican anil free. 1 Ls . 
It ought to give every Egg eu, 
ae find the Conftit 
now live under, fince its laſt Ren al; bear- 
ing ſo near a Reſemblance to primitive Li- 
berty, Our Princes are now, in a great Mea- 
— upon the ſame Foot with 75 Chief, 
prinbipal Mag iſirates of old. They have 
Authority given themito defend the Eiws TW 
the Land, but not toi break chetn. 
have too/lately received their Crown denn 8 
Hands of the Natiom to forget that — to 
them FOE o- it, and that g 
they can be entitled to no rende g hace 
are granted by them The People muſt ill 
remember that their own Hands adorn d the 
Temples of cheir Kings, and can have Re- 
coorſe to In an piſirive- Lud, H Pri. 
vilege and Presegutive ſhould ever claſh. 
They cute no longep to be "abuſed by the 
— 2 nor will they fuffer! 81 
any lon be duped into aun Opin 
becauſe ——— wars — id ms od — 
Nn have iſo enjoy d an gere 
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at prfeſent, or even argues in Fa⁰ur 
e either with a Vie tet de-. 
dace; the People, or to ingratiate himſelf with 
his Hrince, is wo. worſt of Traytomg and 
deſerves the Cu Haued of dhe aabole 
Community. | o 


dir William i ien Obſervation: 
2 Dutch Republich, made this judi- 

8 That this ſtomacbful 
* could not endure the leaſt 
of, arbitraty Power; i or Ipoſi- 
% Gover irmentyibave 
— — = 


tent, voder the —— — 
only this; that they found: eder one ſub. 
jech to 999 . 4 4 ; | 
4 2 could make no dvanitage 
from the < dick Calamities. On the con- 
aden the Weight: of the publick 

W more heavily than th b 


bad leſs Intereſt in the general Welfar, It 
n in that Country, that — 
55 — 
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never — at. + Mx 1 
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tations,” which 1 have” mention'd, \ 57 — 
wtüch it ib founded, has dw di in 8 
Meaſure; theſe: "Annes Tor bt . The 
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Services, to line his on Pockets; to fte 1 
Mauths of his hungey Dependents; to b 
ſome future Parliament to eee 
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ones in three Nars It may, 8 be 
| EET 


— T can ff — that 
thet Declaration was clue ntendedito bf 
loaves — YA 


But procqeda io mention thoſe aber 
Which King William: paſs 6 fr cog 
us free Parliaments, and conſe | 
Conſtitution and Liberties. — 
th prevent double and falſe: Returut; — 
to prexent Bribery; another to prohibit (um. 


hou of. the he — Haus 


_—_ — N — — a giving 
Security to out Librrtit in 


e 
4 The Members 
6 are the Truſtess and Gua 
of all 'we have, and of all our Poſte⸗ 
hel eich ict gift n65 AG ae 
"4 will add one Inſtance more of the Ad 
to the Cauſe of Liberty; 
anden he Reign of that gibrious Delbverer . 
| our Country. What I mean is, his co 
ing with the Deſire of his People and Para 
lam, in redueing the Number of the 

Forres in England to about 70% 
Men. Thus we ſee that as by the coming in 
ol King Wilham, our 3 and 3 
then on Foot to — bathe fo; by bis dew 
ceeding Reign, he - farther ftrengthen'd and 
ſecured then to us by good: Laws: Icannot 
help thinking, that whenever it ſhall be 
u proper to ſet up an equeſtrian —_ 


1 


gue 


/ 24 
= 


- — — —.— — 
2 — — — 
F — 4 . — — = — 2 
— — . - 5g P DE - a = 
— — — 2 — . — — . — > ma, — — —— — 
— - — — F 2 . - | 
pope > pr —wvTͤ — — — — — — — —— — IG —_— — = — Og EY 8 Pg os < — — 
82 = 02 . — Y v - . . — n — N - RG = R 2 2 a einen —— — 8 - 2 — — — — — — — >a 
bk D 8 _ — — - — — —y — — — — < = — T 1 888 8 2 = — — — — 2 * . 
oy RE. nets a _— \ * Sa At 2 ——— — mag A phos . — — —— — — 2 > a —— 1 - - rg oa - 2 8 = . — x — — - 
5 = _—__— pA £ tj % = * — - 2 - - — 8 = -: — — 8 = — ——— —— — — — SRI 
— Ir . ——. ETIETTRz; — — Er Ie NASIOC == — — EDD TE : ET TIES — : 
* - 2 I] — — — 2 = l ——— 2 8 — 2 2 — — — — > — nr — IT — DE — — — —— 2 os . — — 
— ng w_ 3 2 — oy — N — — ny - —_ — te . — — - — — — at. = = —— — 
- * — — ——ů— = ——— ̃ 1—— 2 ——— A 8 * — 2 — 8 — — — — — — 
+ — — — - a - — 3 2 * 1 
— — — — > - — — - n . = — -- —— —— 8 — 
. — — — — — —— 92 * — — — — — ==" en — — - 
N — —— l— — —-— — = — ——— — — — —— — — Ine ry er rg _ - — — ä — — —— — — — JET 4 — = = 
———— tS; — —— — — ans Ni gre —— I — — 8 — <——_e 2 2 . 1 —— — * * > — —e— _ - — 
— — — —— — —— 2 pn — — > - — 5 * 


ſuch a Memorial of ch%/ Laus, that the firſt 


and ſuch 36 gaiſe from a Conſideration of — 


the 12th of: hie Reign, eatitled an 4 for t 
FARTHER LAMITATION» of the Cramm, and 
betten ſecuring THE Nen 
118897 the. Subjeet... 4-85-4565 * 4 4 

It can be no Ohjection agai 


for 


of them is repeal d, and that the Clauſe above- 
mention d in the atber is repeald like wiſe; for 
though, in Deference to the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, we ſuppoſe that the was 
for good Reaſons, with Regard to the Time, 
in which they were repeal d ; yet we may af- 
firm that the enacting of ibem, at the Time 
ted, was for good Reaſons too, 


aciples Wd 
berty, and Precedents in free 1 Lie 


1 was induced to mention theſe Thin 
preſent, becauſe /ome Per ſons are often ing. 
upon and defying People to inſtance any — 


Article * Liberty, or Security for Liberty, 


Which 


arltiaments — Pigs 

wing frequent "Betibhe=Is the'Circain 
ſtance of having amg 7100 hundred Members 
of the: Howe of Commons veſted: with Offices 
of Flachs, Under the Crown; the ſame" Thing 
as having a Law, that would have excluded 
all Peron, ' who bol Places, from fitting” 
| there ls an Army of above 17,000 Men, 
at the Expence of 850,000 per Aun for the 
Service of *Great Britain; the fame Thing as 
an Army of 7000 Men, "at the Expence of 
3500004: per Annum for England; and 1 
will ſuppoſe there might be about 3000 Men 
more for Scotland ls the Nior- Hd, which 
eſtabliſhes Puſſive- Obedienet and Mon- No- 
ace bya Law, even in Caſes of the atmoſt 
Extremity, the ſame Thing as leaving the 

People at BOO to redreſs themſelves, — | 
they ate gr oppreſs d, and thereby ob= 
lige the oe! in "me Meaſure, eo depend | 3 
on tbei 
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andipaſs to the next Reign: In that of 
Aune a" very expenſive War againſt France 
involved the Nation in a heavy Debt, (which * 
1 hope wilt be a Warning to us from engaging 
haſtily in another) and occafion'd the granti 
deten Duties and Taxes, which are wn 
by the Crun, and charged as Funds to pay 
lntereſt on ſeveral great Sums, that have been 
= borrowed. his Greümſtance is certainly of 
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n 
nd Advantage to the Cauſe of Liberty, as it 
makes the Crown the immediate Steward and 
Receiver of the annual Income of near jy 
Millions of the People's Property; beſides in- 
creaſing its Influence and Weight by the vaſt 

Number of Oyicers, employ'd in collecting, 
overſeeing and paying theſe Funds and Re- 
venues, I muſt farther add, that there was a 
Clauſe in an A# of Parliament repeal'd in 
this Reign, which till then had been highly 
valued, as what would tend very much to the 
Security of our Liberties. I mean that Clauj: 
of the 12th of King William above-mention'd, 
by Virtue of which, after the Deceaſe of the 
Queen, no Perſon having any Place could fit 
in the Houſe of Commons. I mention this 
without any Deſign to caſt the leaſt Reflection 
on that excellent Princeſs, who paſs'd many 
good Laws for the Security of Lrberty, as will 
appear from what I am going to mention; 
for by the ſame At, in which that Clauſe 
was repeal'd, there was another inſerted, by 
which all Perſons, holding the ſeveral Office: 
therein ſpecify'd, were incapacitated from fit- 
ting in the Houſe of Commons; as well as all 
| Perſons, holding any new Places, created 
ſince 1705. By the /ame Ad all Perſons, 
who, after their Election into Parliament, ſhall 
accept any Office of Profit whatſoever under 
the Crown, (except in the Arme or Navy) are 
declared incapable of fitting in the Hou: 
nnleſs re. elected. In conſenting to 75% 
Clauſes, her Majeſty gave us nes 50 
| E1110N 
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ſeſnon of the Benefit of them; whereas that 
of the 12th of King William, though it was 
more extenſive, yet was not to take Place till 
a Time remote, and ſo was repeal'd before it 
came in Force. In the 5th Year of her Reign, 
ſhe paſs'd the Qyalification-AF, which re- 
quires that every Member for a Borough ſhall 
have 300 J. per Annum, and for a County 
600 J. per Annum ;a Law, which was inten- 
ded to confine the Election to ſuch Perſons as 
are independent in their Circumſtances; have 
a valuable Stake in the Land; and muſt 
therefore be the moſt ſtrongly engaged to 
conſult the public Good, and leaſt liable to 
Corruption. This Law has been of great 
Service to us, and is ſo ſtill; though far from 
being effeQtual ; but it would be in a great 
Meaſure needleſs, if we were once made ſe- 
cure againſt Bribery at Elections and Corrup- 
tion after Elections; becauſe the People, when 
left to themſelves, would naturally chuſe the 
8 and beſt Sort of the Gentry to repreſent 

em. N 

But I propoſe, as I faid before, to purſue 
theſe Kind of Remarks no farther than 75006 
two Reigns. I will only add, that if any Part 
of theſe good Laws, which ſtill ſubſiſt, and 
were form'd for the Preſervation of the. Free- 
dom of. Parliaments, have not their due Force, 
by Reaſon of ſome conceal d Evaſims, which 
in Length of Time may have been found out; 
what can be more reaſonable than to apply an 
effectual Remedy? Is it not of a hundred 


8 2 Times 


GE <0” ö 5 
8 = _-— 4 = 5 5 + * 


ſequence to prevent ſach E- 
vaſions and any little Frauds in ibe Cuſtoms? 
If the Laws formerly contrived, for ſecuring 
to us free Parliments and frequent Elections, 
have been repeal'd ; it is natural to deſire that 
a proper Opportunity may offer itſelf for re- 
covering what we once enjoy'd by expreſs 
Law, as well as by the Nature of our Conſti- 
tution. And farther, if the pub/ick Debts are 
ſuch an Incumbrance and Embaraſsment to 
us, that we could not engage with Vigour in 
a War, even upon ur own Account, and for 
our own immediate Intereſts, if Occaſion re- 
quired, or if they are ſo circumſtanced, that 
they. may render our Liberties leſs: ſecure; 
what can be more fit and reaſonable than to 
make Uſe of the Means we have in our Hand: 
to leſſen theſe, Debts, by managing the national 
Expence with all poſſible Frugality, and ſhun- 
ning all Occaſions of increaſing them ? Sure, 
no good Ally can expect that we ſhould act for 
his Intereſt, with leſs Caution than we uſe for 
our 0Wwn ; or that we ſhould be more quick in 
making Repriſals upon the Aggreſſors againſt 
him, than we are upon thoſe againſt ourſelves! 
If the miniſterial Advocates would be 
thought. to have any Senſe of Liberty, or Re- 
volutton- Principles, left unextinguiſh'd in their 
Breaſts, let them come fairly to theſe Points, 
without. Sophiftry, or Prevarication ; but if, 
inſtead of this, they are reſolved to drudge on 
in their old Road of calling Jacobite and 
Republican, they muſt expect to continue 6 
the 
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the ſame Contempt they are at preſent, and 
only make their Patron ridiculous, as well as 


nes. BIDS 
Tam, SIR, &c. 


$680 CROSSES BH get . 
The Freeholder's 
Political Catechiſm. 


I have lately read a little Piece, iat the Free- 
holder's political Catechiſm; and as the Duty 
to our Country is next to our Duty to God, I 

think it * to be ſpread into as many 
Hands as poſſible, at this Juncture. I ſhall 

preſent my Court Readers with thoſe Parts 
of it, which relate immediately to the Britiſb 
Conftitution and the Liberty of the SubjeF. 


Extrafs from the FREEHOLDER's Por Tren 


CATECHISM. 
Qu E 8 T1 ON. 


"H O are Pu? 
Anſiver. T am T. M. A Frethotiter of 


Great B ritain. 

Q. What Privilege enjoy R thou by being a 
Freeholder of Great-Britain ? + 

A. By being a Freeholder of Great-Bri- 


tain 
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tain, I am, a greater Man in my civil Capa- 

city than the greateſt; Subject of an arbitrary 
Prince ;. becauſe I am govern'd by. Laws, to 
which I give my Conſent; and my Life, Li- 
berty, and Goods cannot be taken from me, 
but according to thoſe Laws. I am a F ree- 
e | 
Q. Who gave thee this Liberty 2 

A. No Man gave it me. Liberiy is the 
natural Right of every. human Creature. He 
is born to the Exerciſe of it, as ſcon as he 
has attain'd to that of his Reaſon ; but that 
my Liberty is preſerved to me, when loſt to 
a great Part of Mankind, is owing under 
God to the Wiſdom and Valour of my An- 
ceſtors, Freeholders of this Realm. 

Q. I herein does this Liberty, which thou 
enjoy of, conſiſt ? 

A. In Laws made by the Conſent. of the 
People, and the due Execution of thoſe Laxs. 
J am free not from the Law, but by the Law. 

Q.. Wilt thou fland faſt in this Liberty, 
ꝛc hereunto thou art born and entitled by the 
Laws of thy Country ? 

A. Yes verily, by God's Grace, I will; 
and I thank his good Providence that 1 am 
born a Member of a Community govern'd by 
Laws, and not by arbitrary Power. 

Q. What deft thou think incumbent upon 


thee, + a this Bleſſing to thyſelf and Po- 
ſte rit y 


A. As I am a Fresbolder, T think it in- 
cumbent upon me to believe aright concern- 


ing 
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ing the fundamental Articles of the Govern- 
ment, to which I am ſubject; to write, ſpeak, 
and act on all Occaſions conformably to this 
orthodox Faith; to oppoſe, with all the 
Powers of my Body and Mind, ſuch as are 
Enemies of our good Conſtitution, together 
with all their ſecret and open Abettors, and 


to be obedient to the King the ſupreme Magi- 


ſtrate of the Society. 

Q. Rebearſe unto me che Articles of thy 
| political Creed ? 
A. I believe that the ſupreme, or legiſlative 
Power of this Realm, refides in the King, 
Lords, and Commons; that his Majeſty King 
George the /econd is Sovereign, or ſupreme 
Executor of the Law; to whom, upon that 
Account, all Loyalty is due; that each of the 
three Members of the Legiſlature are endow'd 
with their particular Rights, and Offices; that 
the King, by his royal Prerogative, has the 
Power of determining and appointing the 
'Time and Place of the Meeting of Parlia- 
ments; that the Conſent of King, Lords, 
and Commons is neceſſary to the Being of a 
Law, and all the three make but one Law- 
giver ; that as to the Freedom of Conſent in 
making of Laws, thoſe three Powers are in- 


dependent ; and that each and al} the three ate 


bound to obſerve the Laws that are made. 
Q. Why rs the legiflative Power ſupreme ? 


A. Becauſe what gives Law to all, muſt 
be ſupreme. 


Q. What mean ſi thou by Loyulty to the 
King? A. I have 


(' 264) 7 8 
A. have heard that Loy fighifies Law; 


and J:oyalty Obedience, according to Law; 
therefore he, who pays this Obedience, is a 


loyal ſubſect; and he, Who executes the King's 


— when” n, to e is _ 


| loyal and a Traytor. +. 9 
Q. it not in the Low, that. the King 
can do no Wrong ? + 


A, It is; — lince' W do not em. 


mediately by themſelves, but mediately by 


their Officers, and inferior Magiſtrates; the 


Wiſdom of the Law provides ſufficiently a- 


gainſt any undue Exerciſe" of their Power, 


by charging all illegal Acts, and all Kinds of 
Male-Adminiſtration upon their  Mjnifters; 

by the great Regard, which is paid to the 
King by this Maxim, laying him under an 
indiſputable Obligation not to ſereen his Mi- 


2 from ee dae or e En- 


quiry? NN 
. What a 1 thou mean by the royal Pre- 


rogative? 
A. A diſcretionary Power in the King to 
act for the Good of the People, where the 


Laws are ſilent, never contrary to Law, and 


always ſubject to the Limitations of the Lau 


Q. Is not then the King above the Laws? 


A. By no Means; for the Intention of 
Government being the Security of the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties of the Members of 
the Community, they never can be ſuppoſed, 
by the Law of Nature, to give an arbitrar) 
ed oyer their Perſons and Eſtates, King 

15 
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is a Title, which, tranſlated into ſeveral Lan- 

guages, fignifies a Magiſtrate. with as many 

different Degrees of Power, as there are King- 
doms in the World; and he can have no 

Power but what is given him by Law; yea, 

even the ſupreme, or legiſlati ve Power is 

bound, by the Rules of Equity, to govern 
by Laws enacted, and publiſh'd in due F orm: 

8 for what is not legal i is arbitrary. _ |. 

Q. How comes it that thoſe, who endeavour 
fo deftroy the Authority and Independence of 
any of the ' Branches of the Lan l. 
vert the Conſtitution? . 

A. By the ——— Laws of che Con- 
ſtitution, the free and impartial Conſent of 
each of the three Members is neceſſary to the 
Being of a Law ; therefore if the — of 
any of the three is wilfully omitted, or ob- 
tain'® by Terror or Corruption, the Legiſla- 
ture is violated; and inſtead of three there 
may be really and effectually but one Branch 
of the Legiſlature. 

Q. Can fe thou” nete this by any Ex- 
ample? N | 
yo" The royal Authority and: thas of the 

Houfe of Peers were both deſtroy'd. by the 

Houſe of Commons, and by a ſmall Part of 

that, in the late civil War; ſo that the very 

Form of Government was annihilated. 

Q. Can you give me an Inſtance, where the 
Form of Government may be kept,” and yet 
the Conſtitution deftroy'd ? 

A. Yes. The Forms of the free Son 


men 
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ment of Rome were preſerved under the ar- 
bitrary Government of the Emperors. There 
was a Senate, Confuls, and Tribunes of the 
People; as one might ſay King, Lords, and 
Commons; and yet the Government under 
the Emperors was always deſpotick, and often 
tyrannical; and indeed the worſt of all Go- 
vernments is Hranny ſanctify d by the Ap- 
pearance of Law. | 
Q. By what Means fell that great People 
into this "Stats of Slavery ? 
A. I have read the Roman Hiſtory, and 
by what I can judge, it was by Faction, Cor- 
ruption, and ſtanding Armies. 
Q. All theſe Things might happen to Ro- 
mans ; but did ever any Parliament of this 
Nation give up the Liberty of the People? 
A. Yes. A pack'd Parliament, in Richard 
the /econd's Time, eſtabliſh'd by a Lach the 
King's arbitrary Power, and with Leave to 
name a Commiſſion with Parliamentary Au— 
thority. Parliaments, in Henry the eighth 
Time, were Slaves to his Paſſions, and One 
gave the King a legiſlative Authority. And 
there are many Inſtances of Parliaments 
making dangerous Steps towards the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Liberty of the People. 
Q. Who were the Engliſh Monarchs, hv 
were the moſt indulgent to the Liberties o the 
People? 
A. The great King Alfred, who declared 

1 the Engliſh Nation was as free as tit 
Theughts of Man; the glorious Monarchs, 
ts 
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Edward the firſt, Edward the third, and 


Henry the fifth, who would not let his Peo- 
ple ſwear to him till he had an Opportunity 
of ſwearing to them, at his Coronation; and 
the immortal Queen Elizabeth, who de- 
clared it by Law High Treaſon, during 
her Life, and a Premunire afterwards, to de- 
ny the Power of Parliament in limiting and 


binding the Deſcent, or Inheritance of the 


Crown, or the Claim to it. 
'Q. When were thoſe flaviſh Maxims of he- 
reditary, indefeazable Right, and Preroga- 


tive, ſuperior to Law, firſt introduced? 


A. In the Time of James the fir/t; who, 
by endeavouring to eſtabliſh them, laid the 
Foundation of all the Miſeries, which have 
ſince happen'd to his Family; and it is the 
greateſt Security to the preſent Branch of it, 
that ſuch Doctrines, which ſow the Seeds of 
Jealouſy between the King and his People, 
are by the preſent. Eſtabliſhment quite ex- 
ploded. AF 1 0 ng 
Q. What do ſt thou learn from thoſe Hiſto- 
rien? o 

A. That a King of this Realm, in the 
full Poſſeſſion of the Afections of his Peo- 
ple, is greater than any arbitrary Prince; 
and that the Nation can never be effectually 


undone but by a wicked Parliament; and 


laſtly, to be thankful to God that, under 
our preſent moſt gracious King, our Conſti- 
tutton is preſerved entire, though at the ſame 


Time there are many Circumſtances, which 


call loudly for Vigilance, 


Q. What 


6268) 
N A a; -- 
Al. Such as have been the Fore- runners 
and Cauſes of the Loſs of Liberty in other 
Countries; Decay of Virtue and publick 
Spirit, Luxury and Extravagance in Ex- 
pence, Venality and Corruption, in private 
and publick Affairs. . 
. How comes there to be a Decay pub- 
lick Spirit, ben there is more than uſual a 
Defre to ſerve the Publick? 
A. If a Deſire to live upon the Publick be 
a publick Spirit, there is enough of it at this 
Time; when Extravagance makes. People 
crave more, and the Adminiſtration of a pub- 
lick Revenue ( perhaps treble what it was be- 
fore the Revolution) enables the Crown to give 
merathanformerty... oo on GP 
Q. What dof 510 fear from this? | 
A. That ſuch as ſerve the Crown for Re- 
ward may in Time facrifice the Intereſt of 


their Country to their Wants; that Greedineſs 


of publick Money may produce a flaviſh 
Complaiſance, as long as the Crown can pay; 
and Mutiny, when it cannot; and, in gene- 
ral, that Motives of Self-Tntere/? will prove 
an improper and weak Foundation for our 
Duty to our King and Country, 5 
QA hat wou'dſt thou do for thy Coun- 
4 | JO ear hs, 1h 0 
| 24 I would die to procure its Proſperity; 
and I would rather that my, Poſterity were 
cut off, than that they ſhould be Slaves; but 
as Providence at preſent requires none of theſe 
9 e Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices, I content myſelf to diſcharge the 
ordinary Duties of my Station, and to exhort 
wy, Neighbours to do the ſame. 

. What are the Duties of your Station? ? 

7 To endeavour, as far as I am able, to 
preſerve the publick Tranquility; and, as 1 
am a Freebolder, to give my Vote for the 
Candidate, whom I judge moſt worthy to 
ſerve his Country; for if from any partial 
Motive I ſhould ive my Vote for one un- 
worthy, I ſhould think myſelf juſtly charge- 
able with his Guilt. 

Q. Thou haſt perhaps but one Vote of foe 
hundred, and the Member perhaps one of fñue 
hundred more; then Jour x Share of . the Guilt 
is but ſmall. 

A. As he, who afliſts at a Murder, 
guilty of Murder, ſo he, who acts the loweſt 
Part in the enſlaving his Country, is guilty 
of a much greater Crime than Murder. 


Q. Ts en/laving one's Country a greater 
Gi me than Murder? 


A. Yes; inaſmuch as the Murder of hu- 
man Nature is a greater Crime than the Mur- 
der of a human Creature; or as he, who 
debaſeth and rendereth miſerable the Race of 
Mankind, is more wicked than he, who 
cutteth off an Individual. 

Q. Why ts 1 Mankind murdering 
human Nature? 

A. Becauſe Mankind in a State of Slavery 


| and Freedom is 2 different Sort of Creature; 


for Proof of this I have read what the 


Greeks 
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"Greeks were of old, and what they are now 
in a State of Slavery. 5 
Q. What is become of the Heroes, Philo- 
fopbers, Orators, and free Citizens of Greece? 
A. They are now Slaves to the great 
Turk. n | 
Q. What is become of the Scipio's, and 
Cato's of Rome? | 
A. They ſing now on the Engliſb Stage. 
\ Q. Does not the Tranquility, occaſion d by 
: abſolute Monarchy make the Country thrive? 
5 A. Peace and Plenty are not the genuine 
= Fruits of abſolute Monarchy; for abſolute 
= ' Monarchies are more ſubje& to Convulſions 
4 than free Governments, and Slavery turneth 
* the fruitful Plains into a Deſart; whereas 
1 Liberty, like the Dew from Heaven, fructi- 
4 fieth the barren Mountains. This I have 
learn'd from Travellers, who have viſited 
Countries in both Conditions; therefore, as I 
ſaid before, I ſhould reckon myſelf guilty of 
the greateſt Crime human Nature is capabk 
of, if I were any Ways acceſſary to the en- 
ſlaving my Country. Though I have but 
one Vote, many Units make a Number; and 
if every Elector ſhould Reaſon after the ſame 
Manner, that he has but one, what muſt be- 
come of the whole? A Law of great Conſe- 
quence, and the Election of the Member, 
who voteth for that Law, may be both car- 
ry'd by one Vote. Great and important Servi- 
ces for the Liberties of their Country have 
been done by ordinary Men. I have = 
82 that 
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that the Inſtitution of the Tribunes of Rome, 


or the whole Power of the Commons, was 


owing to a Word ſpoke in Seaſon by a com- 
mon Man. | 
Qs it not lawful then to take a Bribe 


from a Perſon otherwiſe worthy to ſerve his 
Country? | 


A. No more than for a Judge to take a 
Bribe for a righteous Sentence; nor is it any 
more lawful to corrupt, than to commit Evil 
that Good may come of it. Corruption con- 


verts a good Action into Wickedneſs. Bri- 


bery of all Sorts is contrary to the Law of 
God; it is a heinous Sin, often puniſh'd with 
the ſevereſt Judgments; it involves in it the 


Sin of Perjury, as the Law ſtands now; and 


is beſides the greateſt Folly and Madneſs. 


Q. How is it contrary to the Law of God? 
A. The Law of God faith expreſly, Thou 
ſhalt not ꝛwreſt Fudgement ; Thou ſhalt not 
take a Gift. If it isa Sin in a Fudge, it is 
much more in a Law-grver, or an Elector; 


| becauſe the Miſchiefs occaſion'd by the fir? 


reach only to Individuals; That of the laſt 
may effect whole Nations, and even the Ge- 
nerations to come. The P/almiſt, deſcribin 

the Wicked, faith, his Right Hand is full of 
Bribes. The Prophet, deſcribing the Righ- 
teous, tells us, he ſhaketh his Hands from 
holding a Bribe. Samuel, juſtifying his Inno- 
cence, appeals to the People, of 2who/e Hands 
have I taken a Bribe?. Then as to divine 
Vengeance, holy 76 tells us, that God hal! 
N 8 dieſtrey 


nd 


COT. =» FOG AY 
deſtroy the Tabernacle of Bribery.  Achan's 
Avarice, who had appropriated. to his own 
Uſe the Golden Wedge and the Babyloni/> 
Garment, brought the Judgment of God up- 
on the whole People, fo that they fled before 


their Enemies, till the Criminal was diſcover'd 


and ſtoned to Death. The Leproſy adhered 
to Gehazi (the Servant of Eliſba) and his 
Houſe for ever, for taking a Bribe from Naa- 
man,' a rich Miniſter of a great Prince. 
Therefore he, that taketh a Bribe, may juſt- 
ly expect what is threaten'd in holy Writ; 
He ſhall not proſper in his Way, neither ſhall 
his Subſtance continue; bis Silver and Gold 
ſhall not be able to deliver him in the Day of 
the Wrath of the Lord. 5 

Q. Why is be, that taketh a Bribe, guilty 
of the Sin of Perjury? 

A. Becauſe he ſweareth, 


A. B. * do fear (or being one of the 
People call'd Quakers, I A. B. do ſolemn- 
ly affirm) I have not received, or had by my- 
ſelf, or any other Perſon whatſoever in Truſt 
for me, or for my Uſe or Benefit, directiy or 


indirectly, any Sum or Sums of Money, Of- 


fice, Place or Employment, Gift or Reward, 
or any Promiſe or Security for any Money, 
Office, Employment or Gift, in order to give 


my Vote at this Election; and. that ] have not 


Before been poll d at this Election. 


_—o_— * 


F Oath is enjoin'd by the late gliriou. Aa, for preveniins 
Bribery and Corruption at Elifliens, 


e 
Q. What thinkeft, thou; of chose, who 
bribed by Gluttony and Drunkenneſi 2 


h is ant. 4 Bribe. Folly, or . 
nels*® « 

"Th Houle 1 mut tekind Ten- fold in 
Titel of what I take in Blections; and the _ 
Member, who bought me, has a fair Pre- 
tence to fell me; nor can I, in ſuch, a Caſe, | 


have any juſt Cauſe of Complaint. 1 


QI hat wilt thou ſay then to the Candi- 
date, that offers thee a Bribe? © 

A. I will fay, thy Money periſh with thee! 
As thou art now purchaſing thy Seat in Par- 


ſolveſt to fell thy Vote, What e 4 05 * 
and what: thou promiſeth may be the 

= :he Liberties 45 my Country. T will 
only reject thy Bribe with Difdain, but wi It 


vote againſt thee. 


I Securi ty for the Liberty of a People? 


the Will of a mortal and fallible Man. A 
King of Britain may make as many Peers, 


independent. 


of l 


4 Thatthey are viler than Eau, 55 bo 
1 fold hi; Birth-right for a Mei of Porridge. 


liament, I have juft Reaſon to ſuſpe# thou re- 


tb the juſtice of à King fuſeen a 
A. The People ought to have more 1 3 k 
cir for all that is * in the World, than 


nnd ſuch. as he pleafeth; therefore the laſt 
and beſt Security for 2 Liberties of the 
People, is a Houſe of e. Lane and 


Q. What eng 4 by « 4 genuine Hoye | 
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People ab no Baſtard. 


tion, or other indirect — chuſe ſuch as 


as are fairly choſen, are not return d; when 


adviſe. 


1 
One, that is the lawful Iſſue of the 


©. - How 2:48 Baſtard Hoe 95 Commons 
produced $06 
A. When che People by Terror, Corrup- 


otherwiſe would not chuſe ; when ſuch 


fuch as are return'd, are turn d out by par- 
tial Votes in controverted Elections, and 
others not fairly choſen ſet in their Places. 

How may a Houſe of Commons be- 
come dependent? 

A. When the Freedom of voting is deſtroyd 
by Threatnings, Promiſes, Puniſhments, and 
Rewards; by the Force of the Govern- 
ment, or the Inf! alhs of the Populace ; but 
above all by private Influence; for they, who 
are arm'd with the Power of the Crown, 
have many Ways of gratifying ſuch as arc 
ſubſervient to their Deſigns, and many Way 
of oppreſſing ſuch as oppoſe them, both 
within the Bounds of the Lau. 

Q Can a King have a more faithful Coun- 
ci] than a Houſe of Commons, which ſpeot- 
eth the Senſe of the People? 

A. None; for they will not only git 
him impartial Council, but will powerfull 
and chearfully ann bim to execute what the 


Q. What are the Marks of a Perſon, wr 
thy to ſerve his Country in Parliament? 
A. The Marks of a good Ruler * 1 
. p 


Scripture will ſerve for a 
Such as rule over you ſhall be "Men of Truth, 
hating Covetouſneſs ; © — ſhall not take a 


Git; they ſhall not be afraid of the Face of 


4 Man, Deut. xvi. Therefore J conclude, 


that the Marks of a good Parliament- man are 


Riches with Frugality; Integrity; Courage; 


being well affected to the Conſtitution 


Knowledge of the State of the Country; be- 


ing prudently frugal of the Money, careful of 


the Trade; and zealous for the Liberties of 

the People; having ſtuck to the "Intereſt of 

his Country in perilous Times, and being aſ- 
ſiduous in Attendance. | N 
Q. Who is moſt likely to take a Bribe? 
A. He, whoofereth one. 5 8 


2. Who is likely to be frugal of the Peo- 


ple's Money? 
A. He, who puts none of it in his ou 
Q. You ſeem by this to be averſe from chu- 
fing ſuch as 5 Places and —— from 
the Crown. What is your Reaſon for this 
„ noun wmenet man LT 
A. Tam far from thinking that a Man 
may not ſerve his King and his Country 
faithfully at the fame Time. Nay, their 
Intereſts are inſeparable. Mr. Such an one, 
my Lord's Steward, is a very honeſt Man; 
and yet if I had any Affairs to ſettle with my 
Lord, I would chuſe my Neighbour for a Re- 
feree rather than my Lord's Steward. = 
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Q. Why is Frugality of the P s Mo 
Nis at this Time? wht "* 
A. Becauſe they have run out auch, and 
are ſtill much in Debt. My Father and 1 
have paid our Share of one hundred Millions, 
and 1 — heard there are near ii more to 
pay. 1 grudge not this prodigious Expence, 
as far as it has been the neceſſary Priee of Li- 
 berty ; but as it would grieve me much to 
ſee this Bleſſing raviſh'd from me, which has 
coſt me ſo dear; ſo on the other Hand I think 
it expedient to fave, now the Affair is over, 
and the Government ſettled. _ 
Who are thoſe, who are ſo care ul 0 

the Grade of the Nation? ne ful of 

A. Such as are willing to keep i it from al 
vexatious Interruptions by Inſpections, enter- 
ing into Houſes, Seizures, Suits; and the 
Oppreſſion of Tax-gatherers, as much as poſ- 
ſible ; ſuch as are willing to take off the 
burthenſome Duties, which encreaſe the Ex- 
pence of the Workman, and conſequently | 
the Price of the Manufacture. 

Q.. But as you have a Freehold, would 
you not be willing to be excuſed from paying 
two Shillings in. the Pound, by laying Ex- 
ciſes-upon other Parts of our e x 

A. No doubt but every landed Man 
would be glad to be free from paying wv 
Sbillings in the Pound : but, at the ſame 
Time, I would not raiſe, by another Tas, 
two Shillings in the Pound, nor one Shilling 
in a the Pound for a Perpetuity ; for Parlia- 
ments, 
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ments, h hade no more to give, may be 
diſappointed for the Redreſs of their Grie- 
vances. © Beſides, I would not be deluded by 
an Impoſſibility ; for if my Tenant has any 
new Tax laid upon him, I am afraid he will 
not pay me fo much Rent; ſo that the neu 
Tax muſt ſtill affect Land. Then it is utter- 
ly impoſſible to raiſe by Exciſes what ſhall be 
equivalent to #wo Shillings in the Pound, 
without the Ruin of Trade ; for the Exciſes, 
which are ſettled already, generally ſpeaking, 
raiſe double the Duty on the People, of _ | 
wy bring in to the Government. 
Q. How can ſt thou prove that? — 
A. By Experience of ſeveral Excijes, as 
of Leather, Candles, Soap, &c. Whatever 
is brought into the Publick by thoſe Exciſes 
is raiſed double upon the People; therefore 
if a Million of Money, or what is equivalent 
to tao ShzHrmgs in the Pound, were levy'd by 
Excife, it would be 66 Millions upon the 
—_— Commodities, which muſt deſtroy 
very Subject of Trade in Britain. 
A do ft thou infiſt that a Knowledge 
of the State of the Country is 4 neceſſary 
Va l:fication for a Parliament Man ? 
A. Becauſe this is a Qualification, of late, 
very much unheeded. I have heard that 
there are many Corporations, which never 
faw their Members, Bs 
Q. Is then a Writ of Pablidment * a 
Cong d' Elire for a 8 gy, e tbe King 
nominates? ' 
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A. God forbid! The ro- in never wes 
eddie in an Election. 
n by is affiduous Attendance h nee 
ary 


Hogg: Becauſe a Frofoanlontemats's is intruſted 
with the Lives, Liberties and Properties of 
the People, which have often been endan- 
= by the Non-Attendance of many Mem- 

becauſe, if Repreſentatives do not at- 
tend, I may have a Law impoſed upon me, 
to which I had no Opportunity of giving my 
Sh. ; 

Q. Thou haſt prudentiy and juſtly reſolved 
to promote, to the utmoft of thy Power, the 
publick Tranquility. What are the Advan- 
rager thou propoſeſt from tbt? » 

A. All the Advantages reſulting from po- 
litical Society depend-upon the publick Tran- 
quility. Beſides, by publick Tranquility, Ar- 
mies, which are a Mark of Diſtruſt of the 
Aﬀettions of the People, may be diſbanded. 

Q. Why doſi thou not love Armies, in 
Time of Peace? 

. Becauſe: Armies have een d the 
Liberties of moſt Countries ; and all, who are 
well- affected to Liberty, ever hated them; 
becauſe they are ſubject to an implicit Obe- 
dience to their Officers, and to a Law of their 
"own; becauſe they are ſo many luſty Men 
taken from ork, and — at an ex- 

travagant Expence upon the Labour of tht 
reſt ; becauſe they are many Ways burthen- 


| fore to the People in their partes, even 
under 


under the beſt Diſcipline, eſpecially in dear 
Countries; becauſe there are ſo many Prefer- 
ments in the Hands of  de/igning Miniſters; 
and laſtly, becauſe the King will never be de- 
ny'd an Army as great as he pleaſeth, when 
it is meg lc 1: bon cgens 1497 „ rb 
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Bribery and Corruption. 


ICE RO, in the ſecond Book of his 
4 Offices, highly commends a wiſe and 
handſome Rebuke, which Philip of Macedon 
gave his Son Alexander, for fooliſhly attempt- 
ing to gain the Affections of the Macedonians 
by BxiBeRyY. He wrote his Son a Letter 
upon it in theſe Words. Que te, ma- 
* lum! Ratio in iſtam ſpem induxit, ut cos 
* tibi- fideles putares fore, quos pecunia cor- 
<* rupiſſes? An tu id agis, ut Macedones non 
6 1. e ſuum, ſed Miniſtrum & Præbito- 
* rem ſperent fore? — Tully makes this 
Remark upon it, — Bene Miniſtrum & 
_ © Prebitorem ;\ quia ſordidum Regi. Melius 
* etiam quod Largitionem Corruptelam eſſe 
© dixit. - Fit enim deterior, qui accipit, at- 
que ad-idem ſemper expectandum paratior. 
Philip was undoubtedly the greateſt Prince 
15 TS: "0 
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ns his“ ime} He was wiſe” artfub and fortu- 
The Adoice of ſuch à King, while 
— was forming the Mind of a young Prince 
who afterwards gave Law to the World, de- 
ſerves our Regard. This wiſe King had ob- 
ſerved in his Son many noble Principles, the 
Seeds of Greatneſs, but ill conducted through 
Youth- and Inexperience. - Alexander ' was 


young, valiant and generous; but an Exceſs, 


or Miſapplication of Valour and Generoſity, 
often leads to the greateſt 3 
That his Generoſity might take a e 
uſeful Turn, he ty him this t, but 
important E What Notion is this, 
4 — He, — you have got in your Head? 
Can you imagine the Fidelity and Affection 
of the Subject ate to be acquired by Bri- 
670 Hubery: and Corruption? Or is this your Mo- 
tive, that the Macedonians may not con- 
4 ſider you as one, who is to be their iSove- 
1 reign, but a Miniſter to che e 
gance and Curruption. 
TJully's Obſervation is equally 4 «Ti 
fordid and mean, ſays he, below the Dig- 
"nity of a great King, to court the' Aﬀec- 
tion of his People with 64% Bribes. True 


= 8 K 


Love and Eſteem are built on a quite diffe- 
rent Foundation. Largeſſes, or the giv- 


ing of Money, as the ſame Autbor ob- 
ſerves, is Corruption itſelf; for the Re- 
**- cezver becomes a worſe Man, and is al- 
i ways apt to énereaſe his Demande. 
This Maxim of * is certainly one 

e 
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the wiſeſt in the whole Syſtem of Politicks, 
and like wiſe conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Morality; that a King giving Bribes to. 
his du Subjects renders himſelf mean and 
ſordid ; that he never gains the true Affection 
of one Perſon by it; that he ſubjects himſelf 
to the arbitrary Will and fantaſtical Govern- 
ment of ſuch Proſtitutes; and that his very 
Crown' is at their Diſpoſal to the * higheſt 
Bidder. nr Fr he's NES > En 12 
The Immorality of it is like wiſe evident; 
for ſuch Proceedings, when generally known, 
debauch the Morals of a whole People. The 
ſame Depravity and Corruption ſoon find 
their Way from a Court to a Cottage; and, 
in Proportion to the Diſtance, is to be traced 
in a greater or leſs Degree through every pri- 
vate Family; ſo that in a ſhort Time the 
very Name of Virtue may come to be loſt in 
ſuch a Kingdom. It is very probable that 
Philip might not regard this Maxim in the 
moral View; for, if we may credit the Greek 
Hiſtorians and Orators, he was not apt 
to guide his Actions by the Rules of a nice 
Morality. He is generally drawn by them 
as cunning and deſgning, and though a war- 
like Prince, no Man knew the Weight of 
Money more than he, as well as how and 
and where to apply it. His uſual Method of 
Bribery was to buy an Enemy's General, and 
ſometimes a convenient Town or Fortreſs ; 
by which Means he artfully "avoided riſking 
4 "I ; F . N his 
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See Wolfius and Grevius upon this Paſſage of Cicero. 
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the dzcifive Victory at Cheronea, the very 
Prieſteſs of Apollo at Delphi was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected to have been tamper d with by that 
Prince; for the confederate Army, who were 
then going to engage, for the common Li- 
berties of Greece, could get no Manner of 
Incou nent from her; ſo that Demoſthe- 
nes, who well knew the Avarice of Proefts 
and their juggling Tricks, might eaſily gueſs 
that Philip had ſecured the Oracle. At ano- 
ther Time, a grave- looking Demogogue of 
Athens, who had long bawl'd'at the exorbi- 
tant Power of- the King of Macedon, was at 
length prevail'd upon, and took the Reward 
of his Treachery with great Complaiſance. 
Theſe were the ſucceſsful Arts, which he 
uſed abroad; and by ſuch Intrigues he often, 
defeated the ſtrongeſt Confederacies of all 
Greece. His Adminiſtration was wiſe, dread- 
ed abroad, and reſpected at home. What 
Occaſion could he have to penfion his own 
Subjects? Their Love and Eſteem was found- 
ed upon the real Conviction of the Excellen- 
cy of his Government, and not upon that 
flippery Foundation of Corruption, He kept 
them honeſt, by not tempting them to be 
otherwiſe. Even in a juſt Cauſe, a Gift per- 
verts the Mind; and, as Tully well obſerves 
upon this Place, the Receiver immediately 
*« becomes a had Man, and is always expect- 
ing greater Bribes. The Plunder - - 
AY? Whole 


" af 


ek. _ 
neſty of the Macedomans, confirm'd by 
their King, is to be attributed their true great- 
neſs of Mind and perſonal Courage. The 
Name of Barbarians, which the over-wiſe 
Greeks were too apt to beſtow upon their 
Neighbours, now left them, even by the 
Confeſſion of thoſe very Greeks, who, in a 
general Aſſembly of their ſeveral. confedetate 
Republicks, ſoon after placed Alexander at 
the Head of that grand Alliance, which gave 
him and his Macedoniant the Empire of the 
enge wan, en e 
From the whole it is clearly evident, that 
= an unpenſian d Subject will give the wiſeſt 
Counſel to his Prince, and will always con- 
tinue the moſt faithful to him. It is the true 
Intereſt of the Prince to have ſuch about 
him, as will not flatter him, and be Slaves to 
his Paſſions, for the ſake of his Money. The 
greateſt Danger, that can happen to a Prince 
will ariſe from ſuch of his'own Servants, as 
from their own corrupt Principles would ſell 
him and his Counſels to the common Ene- 
my. Treaſon is too often the fatal Attendant 
upon Corruption, A Government may be 
conducted with the greateſt Security, with- 
out employing theſe pecuniary Arts at home; 
for a wiſe Adminiſtration will always ſtand 
upon its own-Legs, and ſupport itſelf with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Gold. It can raiſe a 
whole People, almoſt from a State of Barba- 
rity, to the Height of Greatneſs and heroic 
Virtue, ON 
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21” And the ORIGINAL COMPACT berveen the | 
PIxcE and the ProprE. 
IN all Governments there are, either ex- 
preſly or tacitly, certain Conditions be- 


tween the People and their Rulers, which in 
Conſcience they are both bound to preſerve. 


= 
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In the more arbitrary Kingdoms, the Traces 
of an original Compact are leſs diſcernible; 
and by Length of Time, Deſtruction of Re- 
cords, or the Artifice of Princes, the Monu- 
ments of antient Liberty may be deſtroy'd ; 
or, which is worſe, the Minds of the Peo- 
ple prepared to imagine that either they ne- 
ver had a Right to Liberty, or that it hath 
been cancell'd-by Preſcription. Theſe Doc- 
trines have been always inculcated, with 
great Art, by defigning Princes; and, upon 
the Strength of the Invaſion of their Predece(- 
ſors, moſt Kings afterwards think themſelves 

wy entitled to the fame Powers, which 
thoſe, who went -before them, had noto- 


a 
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rioully uſurp d. In order to preſerve their 
arbitrary Sway, they are reduced to main- 
as | tain 
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tain an Opinion, which.draws after it 
Danger, and is the ſtrongeſt Invitation to the 
Attempts | of their ambitious Subjects. This 
Opinion is, that Princes are in — 

ACRED, When once they m 
Throne, though the Means, by ab they 
roſe to it, were ever ſo flagitious. 
| The Princes of Antiquity, particularly the 
heathen Emperors, uſed to deiſy themſelves, 
with a View of obliging the People, from 
a religious Reverence, to ſubmit patiently to 
their Extravagancies. The Jus divinum, and 
Sanctit y of Perſon, which ſome of our late 
Monarchs have aſcribed to themſelves, we! 
but Copies of this Original, and calculated to 
the ſame Views; but the People have been 
wiſe enough, in theſe Kingdoms, to explode 
ſuch dangerous and iniquitous Superſtitions. 
It is, indeed, amazing that they could ever 
have prevail d at all amongſt us. 

Nobody can be ſo weak, or fo wicked, 
as to deny that the Proſperity of Mankind is 
one of the great Ends of Goyernment. We 
are all obliged to promote it in our private Ca- 
pacities; but it is a Duty more peculiarly in- 
cumbent on the Governor of a People. If 
he therefore ſhould play the Tyrant, and 
pervert his Power to the Deſtruction or Miſe- 
ry of a whole Nation, his Crime is infinitely 
great, even much the greateſt, that Man is 
capable of committing; and yet, according 
to this blaſphemous Poſition, the worſt of 
* is {till ſacred and inviolable. 
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In whatever Light we look upon theſe ak 
ſurd and dangerous Sentiments, we may 
eaſily diſcover their weak Foundation, and 
monſtruous Tendency. But it is very hap- 
py for us that there is not the ſame Occaſion 
to explode them, at preſent, which there 
hath formerly been ; though, at the fame 
Time, they are not fo totally eradicated, nor 
are the Attempts to revive them ſo inconſi- 
derable, as not to deſerve our Attention in 
ſome Degree. The People in general are 
2 too wiſe to entertain them any longer; 
but it is with Aſtoniſnment we obſerve that 
Princes have not likewiſe ſeen their Error in 
the Propagation of them. 
We have already taken Notice of the En- 
couragernent, which ſuch Dofrines have 
given to the Ambition of private Men. That 
Law, which owed its Riſe tothe doubtful Ti- 
- tle of Henry the ſeventh, is ſufficient of itſelf 
to ſtimulate 250 Spirits, without the additio- 
nal Incentive of à general Conſcience concur- 
ring in the Opinion there made legal. This 
Lau declares in Effect a King de Fafo to 
be a King de Jure, and inſtantly annuls the 
Right of the precedent Prince by the Eſtab- 
liſhment of the Perſon, who! obtains his 
Seat. Upon this was grounded the Advice, 
given to Cromwel by ſome of his Friends, 
that he ſhould — himſelf King; and 
upon this likewiſe is founded the Opinion of 
ſeveral Writers upon thoſe Times, who ima- 
* that he would have: maintain'd the | 
Crown 


(4) 
Crown in his Family to this Day, 5 hate 
ny oe that Advice, 
But there is till a farther Miſchief i in it, 
not only to the People, (for that is evident 
enough) but to — Prince himſelf. If he 
attempts to ground theſe Sentiments in the 
Minds of his Subjects, he muſt either fail, 
or ſucceed in his Undertaking. If he fails, 
the Conſequence muſt neceſſarily be the total 
Alienation of the Hearts of his People; for 
the very Cauſe of his Miſcarriage muſt be a 
Diſcovery that, by giving Way to ſuch Opi- 
nions, they — * themſelves his Slaves ; and 
at the ſame Inſtant that they perceive the 
Commence, they will diſcover the Cauſe 
to be an arbitrary Intention in him, which 
will always make them jealous of him, But 
if he ſhould ſucceed, it will only make him 
eſume too —.— upon that Succeſs, and 
him on, by Eve Principles of his 
Kauen to 99 fac Meaſures as Foil bring 
upon his own Head; for Conſcience, 
_—_ — r will rebel againſt Prin- 
ciple; of whi have had Inſtances enough 
in our own Hiſtory. : 

It was the Dependence upon theſe Princi- 
ples, ſtrongly inculcated and artfully ſpread 
in the Reign of King James the fir, and 

propagated with the ſame Aſſiduity by his 
Son, that brought King Charles to ſo . 
an End. It was a Preſumption upon the 
Patience the People, that engaged him in 
* violnk. an Exerciſe of the Prerogatzve. 
** It 
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( 88 ) 
ſo long without Parliaments; to raiſe Money 
upon the People, contrary to Law; and to 
ſupport an evil Adminiſtration, however 
odious to the People, from a very wrong 
Perſuaſion that they were uſeful to him- 


ſelf. Thus, I fay, he fell a Sacrifice to 


that Principle, which he had ſo large a 
Share in raiſing himſelf, and proved a me- 
morable Example of this great Truth, that 
Princes generally find their Ruin in that, 
which they fondly think their ſtrongeſt 
Security. We cannot but lament the cruel 
Deſtiny of that unbappy Prince, and we 
know how to 22 his private Vir- 
tues; but it muſt be confeſs d, at the ſame 


Time, that he owed his Misfortune to his 


Fault, and that he had never ſuffer d, if he 
had never aſpired to more than was agreeable 
to the Conſtitution, over which he preſided, 
If he had expected the Allegiance and Duty 
of his Subjects from no other Motive than 
that, from which it is only due, a Return 
of Protection and a juſt Adminiſtration, he 
might have lived and died in Peace. Nay, 
he might even have gone ſome Lengths with 
Safety. But. endeavouring to force their 
Conſciences to Submiſſion, he only ripen'd 
tlie popular Diſcontents. If theſe Diſcontents 
had been kept under by no other Force than 
that of Convenience, they would have ſhewn 


themſelves ſoaner, and the Cauſes of them 


might have been early removed; _ the 
Y | long 
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this be a Leſſon to all 5 Princes 
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long” Forbeatance of the People, upon theſe 
Principles, encouraged him to proceed 


farther in the ſame Steps, till he had ſour'd 


the Minds of the whole Nation; and thus 
the Poiſo became univerſal, at the ſame 
Time that the Diſeaſe was intolerable. 

King James the ſecond had a better Fate, 
though his Conduct deſerved a worſe. The 
Calamities of his Father could not deter 
him from walking in the ſame dangerous 
Path. That deſperate Example was too 
weak to bridle his Luſt of Power. May. 


not to defire the Temptation May it be 
an everlaſting Inſtruction to all People never _ 
to give it to their Prince This Temptation 
was the fame that had undone his Father. 
It was an Adherence to the fame falſe 
Opinion, which his Brother and Himſelf had 
labour'd to encourage from the Reſtoration. 
to that Time. They were carry'd higher, 
at that Ara, than they had ever run before. 
He rely'd fo much upon them, that when 
thoſe, - who were Friends both to him and 
the Publick, adviſed him, in the Career of 
his arbitrary Meaſures, to act with more 


Caution; he told them that he knew the. 


Conference of the People would keep them 
quiet, How far he was miſtaken, and 
how fatal his Error hath proved to himſelf, | 
if not to the Nation, the Experience of, 
what hath fince happen'd ſufficiently de- 
monſtrates. It would be unneceſſary to 
. "0 bring 


bring any other Examples of the Diſtreſſes 
occaſion d to Princes themſelves by a Thirſt 
of unlimited Power. There cannot be a 
Truth more fully verify'd by a continued 
Series of Inſtances, in all Ages. I have here 
particularly mention'd but one of the Means, 
which are uſed to attain: that unwholeſome 
kind of Sovereignty ; but the fame Hazard 
attends all other Methods, by which the 
fame End is to be purſued. The Danger 
lies not ſo much in the Manner of the 
Attempt, as in the Attempt itſelf. It lies 
in the Manifeſtation of a Deſign to invade 
the Liberties of the People; and if once 
they diſcover fuch a Deſign, unleſs they 
are ſunk into the loweſt State of Corruption 
and Pufillanimity, - they will endeavour to 
ſhake off an Authority, fo plainly levell'd at 
their antient Rights, and fo contrary to its 
original Deſign. 5 
. Moſt Princes are inclined to imagine, and 
taught from the Cradle to believe that %%, 
-who argue in this Manner, are Abettors of 
Faction and Enemies to them. No; they 
are Enemies to the Growth of Prerogativt 
and arbitrary Power ; but, by being ©, 
they prove themſelves the beſt Friends to 
the Conſtitution of their Country, and con- 
; ment the ſoundeſt Subjects to a Prince, 
who hath no Deſigns againſt the Libertics 
of his People. 
The whole Tendency of theſe Diſcour/es 
is to inculcate a rational Idea of the Nature 
| | 0 


8 6291) 
of our Government into the Minds of my 
Countrymen, and to prevent the fatal Con- 
ſequence of thoſe favi/h Principles, which 
are induftriouſly propagated through the 
Kingdom by wicked and defigning Men. He, 
that labours to blind the People, and to keep 
them from all Inſtruction, may be juſtly 
ſuſpected of bad Intentions; but he, who. 
makes it his Buſineſs to open the Under- 
ſtandings of Mankind, cuts up all Faction by 
the Roots; for it is eſſential to Wiſdom and 
Knowledge to ſupport an equal and good 
Government. | en 

Having juſtify'd our Endeavours in this 

Manner, we may venture to ſpeak with 
Freedom upon that original Compadt between 
the PRINCE and the PtopLE, which we 

mention'd at the Beginning of this Paper; 

but to infiſt much upon that Head would be 
more neceſſary in Countries, where Liberty 
is totally loſt, and its Footſteps eraſed, than 
in this, where that Compact hath been fo 
lately renew'd with the preſent Royal Family. 

Yet it is ſometimes proper even here to touch 
upon this original Right of the People, that 

no Man may think the ate Contract we 

have mention'd unjuſtly framed; but our 
principal Buſineſs is to ground our Arguments 
upon the known Conditions of our preſent 

Monarchy. | 
„Our Conſtitution, as now eſtabliſh'd, is 

founded on a moſt excellent Model. We 

have all the Advantages of a briſk Execution 
| | U'2 from 
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from the monarchical Part. From the 
ariſtrocatical all the Conveniencies, which 
are to be found in that Form of Government; 
and the Mifchiefs, which uſually attend it, 
where it is abſolute and unconfined, are in 
a great Meaſure blunted by the Power of 
the Commons. This is the democratical Part 
of our Conſtitution. Their Share in the Bal- 
lance is vaſtly great, as it muſt be in all 
good Eſtabliſhments; and thus we partake 
of all the Benefits and Securities to Liberty, 
which reſult from theſe different Kinds of 
Government. n 

It hath been obſerved, indeed, that our 
Work was, in ſome Meaſure, left imperfect 
upon the laſt great Change of Affairs; nor is 
it ſurprizing that in a Time of ſuch Confu- 
ſion, and from the Variety of Opinions upon 
theſe Points, ſome Errors, or Omiſſions, 
might have happen'd. Vet we may with 
Pleaſure affirm that beſides the Advantages, 
then procured, we likewiſe obtain'd the 
Power of redreſſing any farther Grievances 
and Abuſes, which might be then overlook'd, 
or might hereafter ariſe in the Adminiſtration 
of Government. Our Princes are now made 
ſenſible that they are exalted, not for their 
own Convenience only, but for the Advantage 
of the People, and therefore will never refuſe 
their Conſent to any Laws, which may be 
found neceſſary for the Happineſs and Secu- 
rity of their Subjects. As they know that 
their. Prerogative was ſettled only _— that 

£ | View, 
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View, there can never again happen a Con- 
teſt between us, upon that Foot; nor can 
they entertain the Thought of- preſerving 
any Branch of it, which may in future 
Ages, by various Accidents, be render'd re- 
pugnant to the End, for which it was 
ied. | | 
The Duty of the People is alſo now ſettled 

upon ſo clear a Foundation, that no Man 
can heſitate how far he is to obey, or doubt 
og what Occaſions to reſiſt. Conſcience can 
attle no longer with the Under/tanding. We 
know that we are to defend the Crown with 
our Lives and our Fortunes, as long as the 
Crown protects us, and keeps ſtrictly to the 
| Bounds, within which we have confined it. 
We likewiſe know that we are to do it no 
longer. The Part we have all to act, on 
every publick Occaſion, is plainly laid down 
before us; and as the Bleſſings of Peace, 
Plenty, and Liberty will always ſecure to 
his Majeſty the Allegiance of his Subjects; 
fo, on the other Hand, the Dangers, which 
conſtantly attend all Advances to arbitrary 
Power, will I hope preſerve us from any. 


ſuch Attempts for the future——In ſhort, 
as we have the Happineſs to live under an 
excellent Conſtitution, ſo it is very much in 
our own Power, by a proper Conduct, to 
ſecure the Enjoyment of it to Ourſelves, and 
to tranſmit it to the lateſt Poſterity. 


VU; 
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Caſe of DUNKIRK, 


CONSIDER' D. 


1 T is of ſo great Importance to this Nat dn 
1 that Dunkirk ſhould continue in tha 
demoliſh'd, ruin'd Condition, to which it 
was reduced in Conſequence of the Treat) 
of Utrecht, that we cannot be ſurprized at 
the great Uneaſineſſes and Complaints, ſince 


the Publick became acquainted with the Pro- ; | 
greſs the French have been ſuffer'd to make | 7 


towards reſtoring that Port and Harbour. 

The Conſideration of this Affair hath been 
brought into Parliament; where, tho' it has 
not met with Cenſure, it has not met with 
Approbation. The Wiſdom of the Commons 
did nor think fit. in a Conjunure, repre- 


ſented to be ſo critical, to ſpeak in Form on | F 


what has paſs d. They contented” them- 
ſelves, for the preſent,” with thanking his 
Majeſty for the Inſtances he made to France. 
The Iſſue of this important Affair is ſtill 
CH and may probably occaſion 2 

farther Enquiry. 
In the mean Time, it muſt be of Service 
to inform the Publick, more particularly 
than has been yet done, of the whole Trani- 
actions hitherto relating to it. My — 
ere· 


| ( 295 ) : 
therefore is, agreeably to the Title prefix'd 
to theſe Papers, to ſtate, as exactly as I am 
able, the. Sum of what has paſs'd in the 
' Diſputes about the Demolition of Dunkirk, 
from the Treaty of Utrecht to the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament; and to make fuch Obſerva- 
*tions on the Conduct of Great Britain and 
France, as ſeem to my beſt Judgment 
obviouſly and undeniably to reſult from the 
Series of Facts. ETD 
I do not fit down to write with a Deſign 


+5 
8 


J flatter or to aſperſe any Perſon whatſoever. 
But I ſhall follow the Matter before me, and 
\ according as I am led by it, I ſhall commend 
or blame with all that Freedom, which the 
Subjects of this Kingdom are ſtill in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of, and which I hope we ſhall never 
reſign, as long as there remains a Tongue to 
ſpeak and an Hand to act in Great Britain. 
He, who attacks a Miniſter, or any other 
Man, without ſufficient Foundation, is cer - 
tainly. guilty of a very great Crime. But he, 
who attacks with Fact and Reaſon on his 
Side, is ſo far an honeſt Man and a good 
Subject. His Writings are no Libels. That 
odious Term belongs to thoſe, which are 
publiſh'd againſt him. | 
Who I am that undertake this Taſk may, 
- perhaps, be the Object of ſome Peoples Cu- 
YE riolity. But that is a Matter of no Impor- 


à1 tanceto the Merits of the Cauſe. Let them 
ceramine the Facts I advance, and weigh the 
= Arguments I employ and the Obſervations I 


- = Ss make; 
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make. If the firſt are not founded in Truth, 
and the others in Reaſon, let them triumph 
in my Defeat, whoever Jam. But if the 
firſt will bear the Touchſtone, and if the 
others preponderate in the Scale, let them 
not ſubmit to me, but let them ſubmit to 

Truth and Reaſon, by whomſoever preſented 
to them. E | e 
I do not apprehend that any of our poli- 
tical Writers will be in the Caſe of triumph. 
ing on this Occaſion; and I am very ſure 
that- many ef them will not ſubmit even in 
the other Caſe. When Argument fails, they 
have recourſe to their uſual Topicks of Ri- 
baldry and Adulation. I ſhall very probably 
be a ſquat, fair Gentleman in one Paper ; a 
petit Maitre of Fifty in another; and Some- 
body elſe in a Third; for each of theſe 
Authors ſuppoſes the Man he writes againſt 
to be the Perſon he has the moſt a Mind to 
rail at, or is beſt paid for railing at. Our 
Miniſters will be Heroes in all; the pro- 
foundeſt Stateſmen ; the moſt difinterefled Pa- 
triots; and our flouriſhing Condition at Home, 
as well as the noble Figure we make Abroad, 
will be the Subject of much Declamation. 
Now all this will do little Hurt and little 
Good, either to the Perſons ſcratch'd or to 
the Perſons tickled. But it would do a great 
deal of Hurt to the Publick, if it ſhould 
divert, in any Degree, that national Spirit, 
wita which the Caſe of Dunkirk ought to 
be conſider'd. | 


/ 


Among 


. 

Among all the Artifices, which are em- 
ploy'd to keep Mankind from ſecing and 
embracing the Truth, no one is more groſs, 
and there is but one more prevalent, than 
that of turning their Eyes from Things to 
Perſons. If a falſe Heart, a foul Tongue, 
and a Front of Braſs can create Prejudices 
againſt the moſt innocent Man alive, the 
bare Suſpicion that ſuch a Man is of an Opi- 
nion, ſhall be urged as an Argument againſt 
it, and on that ſolid Foundation it ſhall be 
eſtabliſh'd that Two and Three are not 
equal to Five, But this is not all; for as 
Prejudices are applied to this Purpoſe, ſo are 
Partialities. In Caſes, where private Honour 
and publick Juſtice are both concern'd, the 
Conſequence of hurting a Man, in whoſe 


Favour we have been made to entertain an 


habitual, though groundleſs Partiality, is 
ſometimes -preſs'd as a Reaſon for complying 
with neither. Theſe Miſchiefs, like many 
others, are chiefly to be found where Parties 
have long prevail'd; and it. often happens 
that they continue to have ſome Effect, even 
when the Parties ſubſiſt no longer, and 
among thoſe, who have all the ſame Views, 

becauſe they have all the ſame Intereſts. 
Whether any Attempts like theſe have 
been lately made to influence particular Men 
in the Caſe of Dunkirk, I ſhall not deter- 
mine. But it cannot be amiſs to warn againſt 
them at all Times, and eſpecially when we 
ſee 


2 
4 4 


1 


* 
* 2 C 2 FS 4 7 Ta n. ; 1 r * e 1 » — — 
Nenn — RX 2 1 £ a 3 * K — ** Ao 
— er . b n r S . 3 * — - . = 22 Yar 1 * 2 2 
2 0 mucins OA 0 » - E — 7 IL * r . — — n 1 2 — 2 . . - 
— . n — — one ob A - — — 
7 7 = 7 1 L - — — 


- C 
PF 
- 2 ” e 1 
Dn 
— S; — e 
"rw 3" I \ > Sn 


— „ 

N cp 
- "2k 22 — 
— — — 
3 hg 9 DAR 
— > Of PP 
* 56867 1 . 

ne 


9 


„ 
ſee ſo much Pains taken to keep theſe Pre- 
22 and theſe Partialities alive. 

I have now done with my Preface, which 
may be thou _ 3 too wor, I with 
it 9010 be n unneceſſa 


Hether the Demvlition of Duntiri 
does, in a great Meaſure, ſecure ex- 
actly * Seven - ninths of the Trade of England 
from the Power of France at Sea, as it has 
been aſſerted, I ſhall not trouble myſelf to 
calculate, neither ſhall I examine nicely how 
far this Port may juſtly be deem'd our 
Rival in Time of Peace, by ſupporting ſome 
conſiderable Branches of the French Manu- 
factures, and by carrying on a Trade to the 
Meſt-Indies, which has been infiſted upon 
likewiſe. In general it will not be denied, 
that the French have annoy'd our Trade, 
and promoted their own extreamly, by the 
convenient Situation and other Advantages 
of the Port of Dunkirk. 

To make therefore a true Judgment in the 
preſent Caſe, it is ſufficient to lay a Founda- 
tion, which few Men will attempt to con- 
trovert, and which no Man can controvert 
without expoſing himſelf to Ridicule, or to 
ſomething worſe than Ridicule, to the Abhor- 
Fence of every honeſt Heart. 


The 


Vid Sir Richard Steele's Writings about Dunkirk in the 
late Queen's Reign, | 


. 
The Foundation I mean to lay is contain d 
in theſe Propoſitions. ER 
Firſt,” The declared Senſe of the Britiſh 
Nation, at the Time of making the laſt 
Treaty of Peace with France, was that Dun- 
kirk ſhould be no more either a fortified City, 
a fortified Port, or even an unfortiſied Har- 
„ . Y 
Secondly, France conſented to the Demo- 
lition of Duntirł in this Senſe, and engag d 
never to reſtore it again in any one of theſe 
Reſpects. | | 
Theſe Propoſitions are 3 by the 
gth Article oß the Treaty of Utrecht; by 
which Great Britain required, and France 
conſented, that all the Fortifications of the 
City of Dunkirk ſhould be razed; tho 
towards the Sea in two Months, thoſe towards 
the Land in three Months. Thus far the 
Article ſtipulates the Demolition of Dunkirk 
as a fortified City and as a fortified Port, and 
if no more had been intended no more 
would have been ſaid; but the Article ſays 
a great deal more; it ſays expreſly that be 
Harbour ſhall be fild up, and that the 
Sluices or Moles, «which ſerve to cleanſe the 
Harbour, fhall be levell d. The naked Har- 
bour itſelf was therefore to be deſtroy d as 
well as the Fortifications towards the Land 
and towards the Sea. After all theſe Stipu- 
lations follows #his expreſs Condition, That 
the ſaid Fortifications, Harbour, Moles, or 
Sluices be never repair d again, So that 
France 
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( 300 9 
France has never had, ſince the Treaty /f 
Utrecht, nor can have, while that Treaty 
ſubſiſts, any more right to open, or by Re- 
parations to help to open the Harbour of 
Dunkirk, than ſhe has to rebuild the For- 
tifications of that City, and to render it in 
—_— Reſpe& what it was before the Demo. 
ition. | be, or 
The late Queen Anne was fo ſolicitous to 
have this principal Part of the Article, for 
ſuch it was then eſteem'd, effeQually per- 
form'd, that when ſhe ſent her Commiſſio- 
ners to Dunkirk to ſee the Demolition of that 
Place executed, ſhe gave them the moſt parti- 
cular Inſtructions imaginable on that Head. 
They were not only to ſee the Moles, and Jet. 
Fees, and Keys, and Sluices demoliſh'd, but 
they were to ſee the Stones belonging to them, 
even the Stones of the Keys for ſhipping and 
unſbipping Goods, thrown into the Canal or 
Harbour, the more effectually to ſpoil the ſame 
| | and render it impracticablèe for tbe future. 
| I bey were to ſee the Channel of each Sluice 
| fill'd up with Earth from the next Rampart, 
b till it was made level with the Streets. Nay 
they were to ſee the Road, which lies before 
the Entrance of the Harbour, fpoil'd as 
| much as poſſible, and the Reaſon for this par- 
„ ticular Inſtruction is there given, 20 prevent 
| as much as poſſible any Ships coming in fir 
| 


_ the future. 
+ The late King of France had tried, by 
his Miniſters at Utrecht, and even by a = 
| | g F 
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rect and ſtrong Application from himſelf to 
the late Queen, while the Treaty was in Ne- 
gotiation, to have the Rigour of the Ninth 
Article, in ſome Degree, ſoften d. He did 
not deſire that any Thing, which had been 
erected to fortify the Town, or make and 
reſerve the Harbour, ſhould be ſpared, but 
Fond and preſs d that the Queen would allow 
one Sluice to be left, which had been erected, 
as it was then pretended, by the People of 
the Country, before he fortified the Place, 
to carry off the Waters, and fave the Low 
Lands from Inundations. Even this Appli- 
cation proved fruitleſs. The Article was in- 
ſiſted upon, and was accordingly paſs d with- 
out any Exception. | 
Not diſcouraged by this, the Inhabitants 
of Dunkirk ſent over a Deputy, who was 
warmly ſupported by the Ambaſſador. of 
France. Several freſh Inſtances were made, 
and all Endeavours were uſed to move the 
Queen's Compaſſion, by deſiring, as a Grace, 
what they pretended no Right to by Treaty, 
that the Sluice of Furnes at leaſt might be 
preſerved, to carry the Waters off from the 
Country, and to preſerve the Town from 
Filth, Stench, and the Conſequence thereof, 
Infection. | 
But the Queen, who was reſolved that 
Dunkirk ſhould have neither a fortified Port, 
nor even a naked Harbour, knew by the Re- 
ports of her Commiſſioners, that Mr. Arm- 
ſtrong, one of their Number, abſolutely de- 
N nied 
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nied the aro of preſerving thoſe Sluices, 
in order to diſcharge the Waters of the 
Country. She was inform'd likewiſe, by the 
Report of the ſame Commiſſioners, that if 

any of the Sluices remain d, it would be im- 
poſſible to prevent the Harbour from being 
kept open; whereas if they were all deſtroy d, 
@ ſmall Space of Time would effettually fill ub 
the Harbour. She continued therefore in- 
flexible, and beſides ſeveral other Anſwers td 
the ſame Effect, given to the French Ambaſ- 
fador, and to the Deputy of Dunkirk, up- 
on theſe Occafions, a Secretary of State was 
order'd, upon one of them, to write to the 
Britiſh Minifler at Paris, to acquaint that 
Court, that the Queen will infift that, by the 
Treaty, all Things are to be deftiroy'd, quæ 
eluendo Portui inſerviunt, which ſerve to 
cleanſe the Harbour. —That no Diſtinction i; 
therein made of what contributes accidentally 
and what direfly to this Purpoſe. That 
_ the French Minifters had inſiſted at Utrecht 


t have ſuch an Excepticn inſerted in the 


Treaty; that it was poſitively refuſed, and 
that they fu . So . chari- 
table Pretence of ſaving the Country, the 
French would ſave the Harbour In ſhort, 
that he muſt let Monfieur de Torcy feel, and 
by him the Kang, that the Queen ſees plainly 
' the Correſpondence between his Officers and the 

People he Town, who are umwilling to 
doſe their Harbour. * 


| I might 
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1 might deſcend into more Particulars; but 
theſe are, I think, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the 
two Propoſitions advanced above. The In- 
tention of the late Queen, and of thoſe who 
negotiated, by. her Orders, the Treaty of 
Utrecht, was to deſtroy Dunkirk for ever, 
not only as a Fortreſs but as a Sea- Port. 
To this the French ſubmitted, though with 
much ReluQancy; and in this at leaſt the 
Miniſters at that Time were ſeconded by the 
Voice of the whole Nation. Even thoſe, 
who oppoſed that Adminiſtration, were a- 
ſhamed of ſome weak Attempts made to 
depreciate. this important Article of the 
Utrecht Treaty, They ſoon took the other 
Part. They ſounded high the Conſequence 
of it, and the Neceſſity of executing it with 
the utmoſt Rigour. They were ſo far from 
thinking the Demolition of the Fort:fications 
to the Land and to the Sea ſufficient, that 
the Mole and Harbour were call'd by them, 
and I think rightly, the Terror of the Britiſh 
Nation. In a Word, they aſſerted boldly, 
that nothing leſs than the total Deſtruction 
of the Harbour, as well as the Demolition of 
the Fortifications could anſwer the Expec- 
tations of the Britiſß Nation. 
Such was the Iſſue of the firſt Diſputes a- 
bout Dunkirk, a little before the Death of 
the late Queen, The French were obliged 
to proceed to a total Deſtruction of it, after 
having in vain employ'd a Multitude of Ar- 
tifices and a Multitude of Pretences to avoid 
U e 5 85 the 
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Ta / 
the ſtrict and full Execution of the Treaty 
F Utrecht in this Point. 
They turn'd themſelves therefore to ano- 
ther Method, and began to cleanſe and widen 
the Canal of Mardyte. The Pretences for 
doing it were the ſame as had been urged in 
order to ſave the the Port of Dunkir4, under 
Colour of ſaving the Country from Inunda- 
tions, But the plain Deſign of this Work 
was to open a new Harbour at Dunkirk, and 
2 new Communication with the Sea. 
As the Work proceeded, this Deſign. be- 
came every Day more evident, by the Breadth 
and Depth which were given to the Canal of 
Mardyke, and by the enormous Size of the 
new Sluice, larger than that at Dunkirk, and 
vaſtly beyond any Proportion that could be 
pretended neceſſary for carrying off the Wa- 
ters, or even for receiving Fiſher-Veſlels, 
and other ſmall Craft. EO 

As the Deſign became more evident, the 
Repreſentations againſt it became more fre- 
quent and ſtrong, But the French drew the 
Affair into length, by the common Arts of 
Negotiation, and in the mean Time purſued 
their Enterprize with all the Vigour and Diſ- 
patch imaginable ; till the late King, reſolv- 
ing not to ſuffer ſo manifeſt a Violation of 
the Treaty of Utrecht , ſent the Earl of 
Starr to the Court of France, ſoon after his 
Acceſſion to the Crown. * 

This Miniſter proceeded on the Principle 
eſtabliſh'd at firſt, and hitherto not once de- 
| parted 


. 
parted from. be true Senſe 2 the Treaty 
of Utrecht, ſays he, in one of bis Memo- 


rials, and the Intention of Great Britain 15, 


that Dunkirk all never have à Port again. 


From whence he argues, that ſince the Port 


of 'Mardyke is in its Uſe a Port to the City 
of Dunkirk, as much as the old one was, 
the King of Great Britain would have liked 
as well to have had this ſubſiſt, and only 


the Name of it changed, as to les another 


Port, larger and more atm pee at 
a League to the Weſtward. 1.5 
The Anſwers; which the 3 Ned 
made to all theſe Repreſentations, were very 
far from giving Satisfaction, but the Firm- 


neſs which the Earl of Stair ſhew'd, and 


perhaps the declining State of Lewis the 


XIVihi, prevail'd on the French Councils to 


ſtop. the carrying on theſe Works; probably 


W wich the ame Views as they have acted 


lince, to quiet the preſent Clamour, and to 
begin agam upon the firſt Occaſion. 
Such was the Iſſue of the ſecond Dice 
about Dankirt, when the late King of 
France died. The 7 neither departed 


| W from their Pretenſions, groundleſs as they 
== vcre, nor ruin'd the Works they had made 


at Maruyte. They kept one lives and yy 


ſuſpended the other 3114 


The late King, therefore, ee of ip 
ping this Affair, continued to puſh it, and 


to en that he was determined, at any 


> ſt Rate, 
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Rate, to have another ſort. of Satisfaction 
than he had yet received. 

This Satisfaction he obtain'd ſoon aſter, 

by a Proviſſonal Agreement made with the 

Miniſter of France at Hampten- Court, in 

the Month of September, 1716, and inſerted 

in the Triple Defenſive Alliance concluded 

at the Hague between Great- Britain, France, 

and the States- General in January, 1717. 

The Duke of Orleans was now Regent of 

France. His political Intereſts led him to 

deſire the Friendſhip of the late King. This 

Diſpoſition was cultivated and improved on 

our Parts, and the Union between the two 

Courts grew to be extreamly intimate. But 

as Great-Britain and France acted in con- 

cert like Friends, ſo they acted together in 

thoſe Days like Equals. If we uſed their 

; help, we lent them ours. The Dependence 

was at leaſt mutual, and when our ſeparate 

- Intereſts came into Competition with theirs, 

far from fearing to aſſert our Right, leſt we 

ſhould diſoblige our Friends, we treated 

with them like an independent Nation, who 

knew that it is, or may be always made the 

Intereſt of France to keep Meaſures with 

Great Britain, as much as it can become, 

at any time, the Intereſt of Great Britain 

to keep Meaſures with France. ; 

This appear'd very remarkably on the 

_ Occaſion we were mentioning. The Regent 

was not, I ſuppoſe, more ſcrupulous 25 

| the 


(pc 3) 

the late King of France, nor leſs deſirous of 
regaining any Advantage, which had been 
loſt, or given up; and yet he was forced to 
yield to all that we inſiſted upon, for the 
effectual Execution of the Ninth Article of 


the Treaty of Utrecht. | 


His late Majeſty did indeed at this Time 
conſent, that the Canal, open'd at Mardyłe, 


| ſhould ſubſiſt, for carrying off the Waters, 


and for the little Commerce neceſſary to 
ſupply that Part of the Country with Pro- 
viſions. This was a Conceſſion which had 
not been made before, and which the French 
had not ſtrictly any Right to expect. But 
ſurely it was wiſe, to make it in the Manner, 
and on the Conditions, on which it was made. 

As long as a King of France had the plau- 
ſible Pretence of faving his Subjects from 
drowning, or ſtarv.ng, to cover his Deſigns, 
it was obvious enough, by all that had paſs d, 
that the Deſign of reſtoring Dunkirk, under 
this Pretence, would never be laid aſide, 
The late King, therefore, in order to defeat 
the Deſign once for all, reſolved to take the 
Pretence entirely away. tk 

By the fourth Article of the Triple A}. 
liance, the great new Sluice made at Mar- 


dyke, and all the Jertees erected along the 


Strand, are to be deſtroy'd, and nat to. be 
made uſe of for any Port, Haven or Sluice 
at Dunkirk or at Mardyke, or at any other 


Place within two Leagues Diſtance of either 


of theſe ; the Intention of the contracting 
| Y 2 . 


| Parties). and gb EuG ad then propeſe 
een y/ebves, by: this Treaty, being that no 
| Potty Harbour, + Fortsficat ion, „luice, D 


"20 dba lion: of Mir dpkolpiontoln üg uben 


were gratify'd in two Points, for which alone 


8 ) } 


on, | ſhall | be nude — at Dunkirk, 


Place whatſoever upon the Couft, lun #be 
A before meni ion l. 
the ſame. Article it was Nipulated 
likewiſe that the Digues or. Fertees, on both 
Sides of the old Canal or Port of (Dunkirk, 
ſhould be entirely demaliſh'd*idown to the 
Strand, and that ſome other Things ſhould. 
be farthet done, which might be neceſſary 
to the more complet Deſtruction of the 
Nun lou. „ler page” 
This being abnſented to on the Part af 
— his Majeſty conſented that the little 
Sluice, on the Canal of Mardyle, ſhould 
remain, provided the Breadth of it was 
reduced to fixteen Foot. 
All theſe Stipulations were made wth the 
greateſt Clearneſs poſlible ; and- the moſt 
exact Specifications of every thing neceſlary 
to render them effectual, are contain'd in 
the Treaty. 1 b 
Such was the Ifue of the Diſputes about 
Dunkirk, in the Time of the late King; 
and {urely there was good Reaſon to hope, 
after the Settlement then made, that we 
ſhould hear of them no more. The French 


they | contended, at leaſt avowedly; and 
ran Was reduced to be no more a oy 
1 f 1Jit 


369 ) 
tißedi Futen, 4 8 Port, or even an 
2 Harbour iim 
But to the great Detriment and Mlkfor- 
tune of our Nation, ſfo!ar' is, that we have 


greater Reaſon. than ever to renew theſe 


Diſputes. What the French were not ſuffer d 
to attempt by that Admi uiſtration, which 
Sir Richard Steel call'd the 'French Adm- 
nitration, they have been lately ſuffer d to 
do. Inſtead of not executing one Treaty 
fully, they have publickly violuted Tuo. 
They actually enjoy the Benefit of the Canal 
of Mardyke, which was indulged to them, 


that there might remain no Colour for 


ever opening that of Duntirꝶ; and in the 
midſt of this Enjoyment, they have open'd; 
they bave repair'd that of Dunbirꝶ, and 
contrived their Work ſo, that whenever they 
ſhall think proper to finiſh it, Dunkirk will 
be at once a better Harbour than it was, 
when it ſtood the e of France * the 
Terror of Britain. n nne e 
I proceed to the particular Facts, which 
* general Allegations. 
Col. Laſcells, one of the Commiliriew 
appointed to ſee the fourth Article of the 
Treaty of 1717 fully and effectually exe- 
cuted) continued at Dunkirꝶ till the Year 
172 5, that memorable Æra, when the Treaty 


of Hanover was made, and from whence 


ſo many things, which will not be eaſily 
or ſoon forgot, ate to he dated. How this 


| . came to be recall d, juſt: in that 


critical 
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critical Point of Time, has not been ex- 
plain'd. Perhaps we may begin to gueſs at 
the Reaſons, when we have gone a little 
farther in the preſent Enquiry. - 
It is agreed on all hands, that whilſt he 
continued at Dunkirk, the old Port and 
Harbour remain'd impracticable, as by 
Treaty they are to remain ; and that the 
little peddling Trade, which the French had 
there, was carried on by very ſmall Veſſels, 
and through the Canal of Mardyle alone. 
About two Years after he had been re- 
cal'd, Rumours began to ſpread, that the 
Port of Dunkirk was open'd again. Theſe 
Rumours were confirm'd by ſeveral Perſons, 
who had paſs'd that Way; and our Mi- 
niſters, even without receiving any Intelli- 
gence from Abroad, could not be ignorant 
of the Truth of the Fact, ſince it appear'd 
by the Entries at the Cuſlum-bouſe, that 
Ships were continually going and coming 
from the Port of Dunkirk. ; 
As the Works for repairing this Port ad- 
vanced, the Trade of the Place, and the 
Noiſe about it encreaſed. Nay, theſe Works 
were carried fotward in ſo publick a Manner 
at laſt, that it became impoſſible any longer 
to forbear concluding, either that our M:- 
niſters had not been able to prevail on 
Thoſe of France to ſtop this Violation of 
the Treaty, or elſe that they connived at it. 
In this State of Things, and under fuch Jl 
Apprehenſions as theſe, ſome Members — = 


„ _p—_ 51 


( 30 


the Houſe of Commons reſolved to lay this 


Matter before the Committee of the Whole 
Houſe, appointed to take into Conſideration 
the State of the Nation. The Importance 
of it did, in their Opinions, deſerve the 
moſt ſolemn Proceedings, and the Nature 
of it required that no more Time ſhould be 
loſt in ſtopping the Growth of an Evil, 
which became, by every Day's Delay, greater 
and harder to cure. They got therefore ſuch 
Evidence of particular Facts, as they judged 


ſufficient ; and they conceal'd their Enquiries 


with all the Care they could, leſt the Wit- 
neſſes might be prevented, by Power or 
Artifice, from appearing ; or when they did 


appear, from ſpeaking as plainly and fully in 


publick, as they had done in private. This 
Precaution, which is, or ought always to be 
taken in Caſes of this Kind, was ſurely as 
neceſſary as ever, on the Occafion we ſpeak 
of ; and the Complaints, which have been 
made of it, are indeed below Animad- 
verſion. | | 

When, in Conſequence of theſe Meaſures, 
it was moved in the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, that ſome Perſons, attending at the 
Door, ſhould be call'd in, to give an Ac- 


== count of the Condition of the Port and 


Harbour of Dunkirk, * * * * #*attempted 
at firſt to hinder this Motion from paſſing; 
but the Senſe and Inclination of the Com- 
mittee running ſtrongly againſt him, this 
attempt fail'd of Succeſs, 

| The 
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The Wztneſſes were call'd in; and they 
b clear and diſtinet an to the: fol 
lowing Effect; ane 305 34 F 
That the Port and Harbdur of Dunkirk 
which had been demoliſh'd in purſuance of 
the Treaty of Uerecbt, fo that the ſmalleſt 
Fiſhing-Boat. could not go into them a. few 
Years ago, are now made capable of re- 
ceiving great Numbers of Ships of confi- 
derable Burthen - That from xt y to 
eighty Veſſels are frequently to be ſcen there 
at a Time; and that the Port ie capable of 
containing mote than one Hundted and 
Fifty That, in order to make it ſo, the 
Sluice of Furnes has been re- eſtabliſn'd, and 
the Piles of the Damme, raiſed at the Time 
of the Demolition acroſs the: Entrance ot 
the Harbour, have been pull'd uf — That 
ſeveral Works, in which the Soldiers as wel 
as other Perſons) were employ'd, have been 
cantiee on from Time to Time, for cleanſing 
the Harbour; for hindring the Mud and 
Sand from coming in to it; for repairing the 
Fettees ; for preventing the Tides from flow- 
ing acroſs the Channel, and thereby keeping 
it Choak'd up; for making Keys where Good: 
are loaded and unloaded as commodiouſl; 
as before the Demolition, and for procuring 
to this Port many other Conveniences of 
Trade and Navigation That an Eng1i/- 
buili Ship, which trades from Dunbirb to 
St. Domingo, was actually in the Harbour 
Vio at the Keys, beſides ſeveral ; Dutch 


and 


— 


(vw) 
and other Ships. which trade to the Weſt- 
Indies. That Ships of Force had been 
built and 4 there lately, and one par- 
5 ticularly in Januury laſt,” Which ſail'd out 
t of che Harbour with rwenty- -four Guns 
JR moneds and is able to carry thirty: fix- 
5 In 2 Word, that ſome of the many Works, 
- = whih have been made for reſtoring the 
- = Harbour! of "Dunkirk, are already put into 
as good a Condition as ever; that the Trade 


eco the Town is by theſe Means vety much 


encreaſed within theſe two Veats; ànd that 
j the Pilots, who lie upon the Coaſt, refuſe to 
c By carry Veſſels any longer into the Canal of 
| BE Marijte, having Orders not to do it —— 
e That the Canal of Mardyke is brought ſo 
t gvear te the great Sluice; that by femoving a 
t mall Quantity of Earth more, the whole 
| Body of Water, which is at prefent carried 
Wy onto that Canal from thoſe of Berg and the 
Mere, may be catried into the old Baſin, 
d and into that Part of thèe Harbour, Where 
the Men of War formerly lay upon the 
„ whole Matter; that the Port of Dunkirk 
may now very ſoon, and at no great farther 


1 better than it was before the Deſtruction of 
git, in all weſpects, except as to the Fortrfica- 
ok 710ns.- 


- Works, which had been carried on, at firſt, 
to with ſome kind of Privacy, were afterwards 
uu continued without Diſguiſe, and ſince laſt 

4 Anguf with more Vigour than before ; nay, 
a ot that 


* Expence, be Sender d as good, and perhaps 


The Witneſſes added that theſe 


—— — 
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that they were actually carrying on, not- 
withſtanding the Badneſs of the Seaſon, in 
January and February laſt. 

The Witneſſes, who proved theſe Facts, 
were Maſters of Veſſels and others, who make 
frequent Voyages to Dunkirk, and who 
ſpoke to nothing but what they had had 
frequent Occaſions of obſerving ; ſo that their 
Evidence was, upon a very /tr:#, to uſe no 
harſher a Word, Cre/5-Examination, con- 
firm'd in every Part, and ſupported in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner. 

As clear as it was, and as unqueſtionable 
as the Truth of it appear'd to be, Reaſons 
were urged why no Reſolutions ſhould be, 
at that Time, taken upon it. The Chief of 
theſe Reaſons were, that Col. Armſtrong had 
been lately ſent to France; that — Pre- 
ſence would be neceſſary in a farther Exa- 
mination of this Matter; and that a Time 
ought therefore to be allow'd, in which be 
might be able to return ; that ſeveral Papers 
would likewiſe be call'd for, to ſhew what 
had been lately tranſacted and what Care 
the Miniſters had taken about this Affair; 
and that the getting theſe Papers ready for 
the Houſe would require Time alſo. Theſe 
| Reaſons were acquieſced in, tho',.it was not 
hard to foreſee what might be effected by 
Delay. 
The Committee was adjourn'd z Papers 
were call'd for; the Committee was again 
put off on the ſame Pretences for a F . 
evers 


C1 

ſeveral Papers were brought; and, the Day 
before it was to fit again, there were com- 
municated to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's 
Command, Copies of a * Letter from the 
D. of N. to Mr. Pointz; of an Anſwer from 
Mr. + Pointz ; and of the following Order 
obtain d from the Court of France, 


By the KING. 
«4 HE Sieur—Capt. of his Majeſty's 


Ships, is order'd to repair immedia- 
** tely to the Port of Dunkirk, there to 
* draw up an exact State of the preſent Con- 
dition of the Chenal and Port of the ſaid 
© Town, and to make his Report thereof. 
His Majeſty enjoins the faid Sicur to cauſe 
** to be demoliſh'd all the Works that may 
c have been erected in Contravention tothe 
Treaty of Utrecht and of the Hague, 
% Copy whereof he will find hereunto an- 
nex'd. His Majeſty commands and orders 
the Governor Commandant of the Place, 
the Intendants, Engineers, and all other 
his Officers and Subjects to give all the 
neceſſary Aſſiſtance in the Execution of 
** the preſent Order, in Caſe of Need. Done 
Hat Verſailles the 27th of February, 1730. 

577% ee 


(0 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


cc. 


2 The Date's Letter to Point d Ar th 
ribs Tk, 1 bh itz and Armſtrong was dated 


+ Fung and Armſtrong's Letter to the Duke was from 
Paris ,,th February, 1729-30, 
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4 Sign'd Lewis, and underneath Pheh. 
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Our Miniſters ſeem'd to applaud them- 
ſelves very much on the Succeſs of their laſt 
Application to the French Court; and it was 
talk'd of, in a triumphant Stile, as if there 
remain'd no Pretence for proceeding to any 
farther Examination of the preſent State of 
Dunkirk, But ſurely this was unreaſonable 
on all Accounts; ſince if there was an 
Merit in obtaining this Piece of Paper from 
France, the Merit belong d to thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, who brought this Affair before 
the Houſe of Cmmons, and in no fort to the 
Miniſters. | Beſides. which, even upon the 
Suppoſition that France had now given us 


* =. a 


full Satisfaction, and a full Security that 


Dunkirk ſhould be once more demoliſh'd, 
according to the Terms of "the: Treattes of 
Utrecht and the Hague, it was ſtill proper 
and neceſſary too that the Committee ſhould 
proceed; becauſe it was proper and neceſſary 
to diſcover how it had come to paſs that the 
Harbour of Dunkirk had been, for fo Jong 
a Time, repairing without any effectual Op- 
poſition on aur Parts. No honeſt Man, who 
is acquainted -with the Conſtitution of Par- 
lament, and who knows what the Pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe of Commons have been 


in the bet Times, will contradict me in this. 
Permit me to add, that the Facility and 
Expedition, with which the French con- 


ſented, upon this Occaſion, to their 14, 
Order, 
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Order, adminiſter d more than ordinary Cauſæ 
to ſuſpect that they, Fad never been preſs d 
much upon this Head beſore. 

When this Houſe came again into the 
Committee of the State of the Nation, they 
before them, beſides the zoo. Letters of 
1 and the Anſwer juſt procured 
from France, ſeveral of the Papers, which 
had been call'd for, and the Evidence of 
ſome freſh Witneſſes produced by thoſe 
Gentlemen, who had produced the former. 

I fay ſeveral of the Papers, which bad been 
call 4 2 beeauſe, altho the Papers call'd 
for by „ 4 4 * were all brought in; yet 
of thoſe, which had been call'd for by orhers, 


ſome were kept back, under a Pretence that 


they could not be found in the Offices; and 
others, it was faid, would ee a yup 
deal of Time to copy. 

The Papers call'd for by * „ * * and 
deliver'd in, were generally Extracts of Ter- 
ters; ſo that, if one were to ſuppoſe an {n- 
tention to conceal any Circumſtances from 
the Knowledge of the Houſe, this Method 
would give a ſufficient Opportunity of doing 
it; notwhichſtanding which, theſe very Pa- 


pers, imperfect as they were, confirm'd and 
ſtrengthen'd all the Evidence given at the 


Bar. 


In order to be more clear, and to ſtate the 
whole Matter as fairly as I am able, I ſha 
take Notice, in the firſt Place, of nch Pa 
ticulars as appear'd in the Papers, or were 
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proved by freſh Witnefſes, in Addition to 
and Corroboration of what had appear'd in 
the preceding Examination; for nothing con- 
trary to it appear'd any where. In the next 
Place, I ſhall give an Account of the Con- 
duct of our Miniſters through all theſe 
Tranſactions; for the ExaRnels of which, I 
ſhall appeal to their j Papers, as I ſhall 
appeal to the common Senſe of Mankind for 
the Juſtneſs of the Obſervations, which! 

| Propoſe to make as I go along. $ 
It appear'd then by theſe Papers, that in 
March 17279+8, according to our Stile, 7: 
old. Harbour of Dunkirk was fo well re- 
pair'd, that the Canal of Mardyke was no 
longer made uſe of; that the Inhabitants 
work'd at theſe Reparations by Moon. light; 
that the Trade of Dunkirk had been carried 
on there as formerly for ezght Months; and 
that a Frigat of 40 Guns was fitting in that 
Harbour, which is ſaid to be in as good a 
Condition as formerly, except as to the Con- 
dition of the Fortifications. Other Advices, 
very little poſterior to thefe, ſpeak of a S/uice 
built in 1727, on the Canal of Furnes; of 
a new Sluice preparing for the Canal of Berg 
of Engineers, who direct, and the King of 
France's Troops, who carry on theſe Works. 
As this Account from the Papers agrees 
with the Accounts given by the firſt Mit 
ſes; o the Evidence of the ſecond Mil- 
es agrees perfectly with both; for they 
ſaid that the Sluice of Purnes had been 
| open'd 


( 319 ) 
open'd about Auguſt 1727 ; that is, about 
erght Months before the Month of March, 
1727-8, Old Stile; that about Oclober, 1727, 


i the Piles, which barr'd the Harbour, had 
. XS been drawn, and that there was Water 
enough in it for a Ship of 400 Tons. They 
| ES confirm'd, that Numbers of Men, moſtly 
| Soldiers, were employ'd on theſe Works. 


Mr. Armſtrong was ſent, in 1728, with 
Mr. Crenſtroom to Dunkirk, and his Report 
is dated from thence in September. This 
Report is in nothing repugnant to the other 
Accounts. On the contrary, 'it enters minu- 
tely enough into the Particulars of Works, 
which the Report agrees to be contrary to 
the expreſs Terms of the Treaty. 

There are, among the Papers, other Ad- 
vices of the Month of May, 1729. concerning 
new Works carried on at Dunkirk, and Ac- 
counts of what was done upon theſe Advices; _ 


1 | g but the Papers are, from May and July 1729, 
entirely filent as to this whole Affair; and 


„ vet it appear'd plainly by the Evidence at 

= the Bar, which was not contradicted, that 
from July, to the Time of bringing this 
Enquiry into the Houſe of Commons, the 
French continued to repair and mend the 
Port of Dunkirk with more Application than 


" ever. It is therefore no wonder if the Mit- 
4 neſſes ſpoke to ſome more Particulars than 
5 are to be found in the Papers. 


Thus have I related the Subſtance of what 
appear q, concerning the preſent State of 
| | Dunkirk, 


vi 
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Dunkirk, as well as concerning che Yorks 
carried on by the Frenab at that Place, fince 
Mr. Laſcells was recall d from thence. Some 
Circumſtances, which I may have omitted, 
to avoid Prolixity and Confuſion, will occur 


more properly in the Second Part; where 1 


propoſe to give an Account of the Conduct 
of our Mi nifter $, thro' all theſe Tranſactions, 


out of their own Papers. 


+ Firſt, it appears, by their mf Papers, 
that the very firſt Notice, which they took 
of what the French were doing at Dunkirk, 
proceeded from a Repreſentation made by 
the Penſionary of Holland, on Advices he 
had received from France, and which were 
dated the 26th of March 1728. N. S. Now 
the French had been, at this Time, many 
Months working at the Harbour of Dun- 
kirk, and the Trade of that Place had been, 
during this Time, carried on as formerly. 
Did our Miniſters | know. of this, and do 
nothing againſt it till the Miniſter of the 
States call'd, in a Manner, upon them? 
This would be Conni dance in the higheſt 


Degree. Did they nat now it-ſoaner? They 


took then no Care to be inform d of what 
paſs d at Duxkirk, for two Years. together, 
after they had recall'd Mr. Laſcelle, whoſe 
Preſence had been a Check upon the French. 
This would be Neg/c&# in the higheſt Degree. 


The Dutch Miniſter at Paris ſent this Ad- 


vice to the Penſionary. How came | our 
Miniſter, at the fame Court, not to have 
Es 
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as good Iureiligence, or having it, not to ſend 
iedilbber@dorn bet ð ͤ | Hog 18 


But there eddie Quratdemion ſtill 


behind; for if publick Reports did not de- 
ſerve their Attention; yet they could not be 
ignorant that the Port 'of | Dunkirk was 
open d, becauſe they muſt know, at leaſt 
one of them muſt know, and from him the 
reſt might have known, by the Entries at 
our Cuſtom- houſe *, that Ships went daily 
to it and came daily from it. Neglect might 
keep them ignorant of the particular Works, 
by means whereof this Harbour had been re- 
ſtored. But even Neglect could not hinder 
them from knowing that it was, in ſome De- 
gree, reſtored; and that, by Virtue of two ſo- 
lemn Treaties, over the Obſervation of which 
it was their Duty to watch, 'Dankirk was 
never to be, in any Degree, an Harbour again. 
Secondly, as the latter Part of the fore- 
going Obſervation bears particularly on the 
elder, ſo J apprehend that the Obſervation 
I am about to make will be found to bear as 
hard on the younger of that Pair of Brothers, 


who have had fo long the Direction of the 


Affairs of this Kingdom; for the Advices, 
which the Penſionary had communicated to 
our Court, were ſent to the Britiſb Miniſt 

d en en e 9 ee ab 


| * N. B. The Entries of Brandies from thence were in- 
creaſed from boo Tons, in the Year 1727, to above 1600 in 
the Year 1729; and the Entries of Cambricks from 18,5 
half Pieces to above 31,000 half Pieces; and 160 Sail of Ships, 
from 30 to 60 Tons, were enter'd at the Cuſtom Houſe from 
this Fort in the three Years from 1727 to 1729. 
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at Paris by the Secretary of State, on the 
4th of April 1928, with Orders 'that he 
ſhould inform himſelf about them, and 
make the N Repreſentations to the 


Cardinal, if he found them true; though it 
was not poſſible for us to have any Doubt 
of the Truth of thoſe Fats; concerning 
which, they might have had certain In- 
formation from ſo many Hands, if their 
Attention had not been wholly employ'd 
in the neceflary Eſtabliſhment of Don 
Carlos. 


April, N. S. and it is a curious one indeed, 
He ſends over an Information, which agrees, 
in the main, with the Advices received from 
the Penfionary ; but adds, that the Inbabi- 


tants of Dunkirk had ſeen, ſome Time 490 ; | 
with equal Surprize and Pleaſure, that in 
ene Night their Port was open d at once, 


by the Force of an extraordinary Tide, which 
they Iook'd upon as a kind of M1RAcLs. 


In this French Miracle his Excellency ſeems Wl 
to believe; and therefore moſt cautiouſly Wn 
propoſes to the Secretary of State, that 2 
Perſon may be ſent to Dunkirk to ſee whe- WY 
ther what has been done there be any thing en 
more than the pure Conſequence of the 
Tides, before he ſpeaks to the Cardinal in 

purſuance of the Orders ſent by the D. «| 


N. to him. 


On the zoth of April, the Secretary writes Wl 
to the Ambaſſador again , and ſends him an 5 | 
. | Account, Bl 


_.. 


Walpole's Anſwer is dated the 29th of i l | 


— 
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Account, which bis Majeſty has received, 
ſays the Letter, of the Works which have 
been carrying. on at Dunkirk for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Port and Harbour there, 
from a Perſon of undoubted Credit and Skill 
in theſe Affairs. The Advices of the Pen- 
fionary are own'd to be true; and every ſtep, 
which has been taken at Dunkirk, is declared 
to be a direct Breach of the Treaty of Utrecht 
and of the Triple Alliance. Walpole is directed 
therefore to infiſt with the Cardinal, that im- 
mediate Orders be ſent to ſtop theſe Works, 
and a Confidence is expreſsd that the Car- 
dinal will take effectual Care that every 
Thing be rectified according to the Treaties 
abovemention'd. All this is enforced by ſome 
Reaſonings, which would incline one to 
imagine, that our Miniſters at home might 


think it neceſſary, at that Time, to inſiſt 


upon the Obſervation of the Treaties. 

But our Miniſter abroad did not appear 
much convinced of any ſuch Neceſſity; for 
his Excellency's Anſwer to this Diſpatch is 
more extraordinary than the 44ſt, and even 
than the miraculous Tide, which, it is pre- 
tended, open'd the Harbour of Dunkirk. 


He writes on the 3oth of May; that is, a 


Month afterwards to the D. of N. ſends him 
ſome Papers, received from the Cardinal, 
relating to our Complaints about Dunkirk ; 
takes no Notice of any Repreſentations made 
by him, in obedience to the Orders ſent 
him ; but ſays very coolly and very tenderly, 
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that he is no competent Judge of this Aﬀeir 


and can ſay nothing fo it. 
His Excellency's Temper would almoſt 


make any honeſt Man loſe his Temper ; but 


let us examine theſe Paſſages with all the 
Indifference poſſible. 

 Walpole's Information, which he ſent the 
D. of N. agreed with that of the Penſionary, 
which the D. of NM. had ſent him. He knew 
then, by repeated Advices, that it was not 
the Tides, but the inceſſant Labour of the 
French, which had open'd the Port and re- 
ſtored the Trade of Dunkirk, with all the 
Circumſtances already mention'd. He knew, 
or he might have known, that this mra- 
culous Tide had happen'd eight Years before, 
long before Mr. Laſcels was recall'd from 
Dunkirk, and neither had been, nor could 
be, of itſelf, effectual to the opening that 
Port. This being the Caſe (and it is ſo moſt 


exactly) on what Principle ſhall we account 


for Walpele's Doubts, Delays, and the Weight 
he ſeems to lay on that impertinent Story of 
the Tide? 

But this is not the worſt. He holds much 
the ſame Conduct, after he has receiv'd a 
third Information, confirming the wo former, 
coming from a Perſon of undoubted Credit 
and Sęill, believed by the King, and made 
the Foundation of poſiti ve Orders to him to 
inſiſt on having an immediate ſtop given to 

theſe Works. He was no Fudge in th! 


Afﬀair. His Orders were not conditions! | . 
this 


* 
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this Caſe, as in the former. Nothing but 
the (greateſt Certainty, that the Advices, 

which th King had received, were untrue, 

and that his Majeſty had been deceived in 
them, could juſtify him for delaying one 
Moment the Execution of his Orders. Now, 
inſtead of this Certainty, what had he? Why 
he had a Paper, drawn up by the Intendant 
of. the Marine at Dunkirk ; for which, by 
the way, he had ſtay'd about a Month; and 
it happens very unluckily that this Paper, as 
inconſiſtent, as ſhuffling, as evaſive, and as 
impertinent as it is, owns not only the Truth 
of ſome Particulars, contain'd in the Advices, 
which were the Grounds of Cemplaint, but 
acknowledges expreſly that ſome Works had 
been made fo prevent the Sands from choaking 
up the Harbour. Need I go about to prove 
that, in Conſequence of the Treaties, the 
Harbour is to remain choak'd up for ever ; 
and that every thing done to prevent that is 
an Infraction of theſe Treaties? _: 

I proceed, in the third Place, to take 
Notice of Mr. Armſtrong's Report. This 
Report is dated at Dunkirk the 23d of Sep- 
tember, 1728, rear four Months after the 
Tranſactions laſt mention'd, and confirms 
ſufficiently. the Truth of the Advices re- 
ceived. It takes Notice of an Extraor- 
dinary Tide, which had demoliſh'd, in the 
Month of December, 1720, the great Ba- 
tardeau or Digue; but it obſerves that the 
breaking of this Digue was far from opening 
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the Harbour, ſince the Sand and Earth of 


it, being ſpread by the Flux and Reflux, 
had fill'd the Port, Baſin, and Channel, ſo 
that a Boat could not get in from the Sea- 
ward It attributes very juſtly the opening 
the Harbour to the rebuilding the Sluice of 
Furnes, and augmenting it with a fecond 
Flood- Gate It then proceeds to particu- 
larize the ſeveral other Works, which had 
been made, and afferts that they are all con- 
trary to the expreſs Terms of the ninth Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Utrecht, and alſo to 
the fourth Article of the Treaty of Alliance 
made at the Hague the fourth of January, 
1717,——lt afterwards propoſed different 
Methods for reſtoring Things to the State 
they were in, before the French had open d 
and repair d the Harbour Thus far all 
is well; but then theſe Engineers (for Cron- 
ſtroom joyns in the Report with Armſtrong) 
turn Politicians; and having offer'd what 
they judged neceſſary for an effectual Com- 
pliance with the Treaties, they take on 
them to offer what they judge may be ex- 
pedient, and not repugnant to the utention 
of the Treaties; and that is, that the little 
Rigolle or Gut (ſo they are pleaſed to call it, 
and ſuch it might be then, in Compariſon of 
what it is now) ſhould be left to the French; 
and in order to preſerve it to them, that the 
Sluice, which they had built on the Cana 
of Furnes, in Violation of their Tyeaties, 
Mould be left to them likewiſe, 


This 


* 
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This muſt appear a very odd Opinion; eſ- 


pecially when it comes from Mr. Armſtrong, 


who was ſo poſitive, in the late Queen's 


= Time, that the S/uices at Dunkirk were not 


neceſſary to be preſerved, in order to di/- 
charge the Waters of the Country ; and that 
if any of theſe Sluices remain'd, it would 
be impoſlible to prevent the Harbour from 
being kept open; whereas if they were all 
deftroy'd, a ſmall Space of Time would ef- 


fectually fill up the Harbour. But ſince 


that Time, he ſeems to have been enlighten'd 
by Ricouart, the Intendant of the Marine 
at Dunkirk ; who, in the Paper abovemen- 
tion d, to which this Report refers, had un- 
dertaken to do, in three Month's Time, in 
War or Peace, at the Expence of ten thou- 
ſand Livres, and with one hundred Work- 
men, more than he own'd had been done at 


= Dunkirk in four Years. IS 


It was right, perhaps, in Ricouart to ad- 
vance this extravagant Propoſition; becauſe 
it was his Buſineſs to furniſh the Cardinal 
with Arguments to oppoſe to our Complaints; 


but ſurely it was not our Buſineſs to build, on 


this Foundation, ſuch Maxims, as are eſta- 


bliſh'd in Mr. Armftrong's Report, and as 


have had too much Prevalency ſince. 


France, it is argued, may, in Caſe of a 


Rupture with us, rebuild” Sluices, and o 


pen 
thereby the Harbour of Dunkirk and the 


Channel, as deep and as wide as formerly. 
But this Harbour will be of no Advantage 


to 
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to them, till the Fortißcutions to the Sea are 


rebuilt; becauſe all Ships of War or Burthen 


were ever obliged, when this Place was in 
the beſt Condition, to go out into the Road, 
where they may be attack d, as long as che 
Strand remains unfortified, and there take 


in their Guns, Proviſions, c. Therefore 


let us permit them to open their Harbour 


now ; that is, becauſe France will probably, 
in Caſe of a War, reſtore and fortify the 
Port of Dunkirt again, let us allow them 


to do part of their Work beforehand; becauſe 
they will not obſerve the Treaties, when 
they are no longer bound by them, let us con- 
nive at their breaking theſe Treaties, whilſt 
Mey are bound by them. | 

But I muſt not diſmiſs this Point lad. 
crouſſfy. 

Mr. meu 8 reaſoning; which was 
very bad, when he firft made Uſe of #, and 


which is grown much worſe by what has 


happen d ſince (though there are Men who 
ſtill inſiſt upon it) is entirely built on 12 


poſing has is in Diſpute, or rather what is 


Jag di iſproved. 

For firft, it is taken for granted that, in 
Caſe of a Rupture, the French will be able, 
in a ſhort Time, to reſtore this Harbour, 
notwithſtanding all that has been done, or 
can be done to deſtroy it. Now this is abſo- 
lutely denied by ſeveral very knowing Men; 
and was ſo, ina particular Manner, by one, 
whoſe Knowledge can be no more diſputed 
| tnan 
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than his Valour, or his Integrity; and who 
ſaid in the Hosſe that he would undertake 
the Digue or Damme might be ſo made, as 
not to be deſtroy'd, in #400 Years Time, with 
all the Expence France could beſtow upon 
NM... | | 7% | 
But beſides, how could it eſcape Mr. Arm- 
firong, when he took his Hint from the 
French Intendant, or thoſe who have been 
Mr. Armſtrong's Ecchoes, that their own 
reaſoning turns, in this Caſe, againſt them? 
Let it be allow'd them, for Argument's Sake, 
that no Ship can take its Departure from 
Dunkirk without ſtopping ſometime in the 
Road; let it be allow'd that we can attack 
and deſtroy them there, as long as the 
Strand is not fortified ; nay let it be allow'd 
that, in Caſe of a Var, we ſhould be able 
from the Road to hinder the French from for- 
tifying the Strand. From all which they 
conclude that a naked Harbour cannot be of 
much Advantage to France, at the ſame 
Time that they aſſert that it is not worth 
while to hinder that from being done now 
which France can and certainly will do in a 


7 | few Months, whenever a War ſhall hap- 


n. 

But ſurely tis very plain, upon this Foun- 
dation, and in Contradiction to what is aſ- 
ſerted, that nothing can be more worth our 
while, than to Hinder the French from reſtor- 
ing this Port and Harbour in Time of Peace; 
lince they cannot poſſibly reſtore it in * 
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of War. The ſame Force, which it bas 


been allow'd would deſtroy their Ships in 
the Road, and even hinder them from for- 
 #ifying the Strand again, would equally 
hinder them from reſtoring their Channel to 
the Sea, by making Jettees down to the 
low water Mark, to prevent the Flux and 
Reflux of the Tides, which ſet acroſs the 
Channel; from choaking it up with Mud and 
Sand as faſt as the Sluices by their Effect can 
clear it. Now it is undeniable, that if we 
can, in Time of War, command the Road 
and even hinder the Strand from being for- 
tified ; we can likewiſe, by the ſame Means, 
hinder the Jettees from being carried to 
hw-water Mark, From whence it follows, 
on the reaſoning of theſe Gentlemen, that 
if we do not ſuffer the French to do this 
Work, by Stratagems in Time of Peace, 
they never can doit by Force in Time of 
Far; and by Conſequence, if ever it 5 
done, it muſt be owing to the Folly, Neg- 
lect or Treachery of the Miniſters of Gre! 
Britain. | | 215 

- Secondly, it is aſſerted to be publickly 
knovn that all Ships, whether of War or 
Burthen, were ever obliged, when the Hz- 
ven was at its beſt, to go out into the Road, 
and their take in their Guns, &c. Now it 
is publickly known, that all Ships of Mar 
or Burthen were not formerly, and are not 
even now under any ſuch Neceſſity. Therc 
is at preſent Water enough in the Harbour 


for : ; 


(.. WE 3 
for a Ship of 400 Tons, and the Witneſſes had 
ſeen a Ship fail out of it with 24 Guns moun- 
ted. The largeſt Men of War, which were 
kept formerly on that Station, might be 


obliged to go light into the Road, and there 


take in their Guns, Sc. but it is evident that 
Ships of Force ſufficient to annoy the Trade 
of Great Britain and to carry on that of 
France, did formerly and may now tail out 
and in, without being ' obliged to ſtop in 
the Road. | 
Thirdly, the opening this Port, in the 
Manner it has been done, and the erecting a 
Sluice on the Canal of Furnes, tho' allow'd 
to be contrary to the expreſs Terms, is ſup- 
poſed not to be repugnant to the Intention of 
the Treaties, and to the Ends propoſed by 
them. Now ſurely the direct contrary is de- 
monſtratively plain; ſo plain, by the Terms 
of the Treaty; by the Principles over and over 
laid down; by the Arguments over and over 
employ'd in the Diſputes and Negotiations 


about this Affair, and finally by Mr. 1 


Arong's own Opinion formerly deliver d, and 
follow'd, that it is inconceivable he ſhould 
report in Contradiction to all this; unleſs a 
Report was to be made, on this Occaſion, in 


Conſequence of a Meaſure reſolved, inſtead of 


determining the Meaſure, in Conſequence of 
the Report ; which I apprehend has been the 


= Caſe, on many Occaſions. 

= When the French made the Canal of 

Mardyke, they cover'd themſelves under the 
Letter 
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Letter of the Treaty and becauſe they did 
not rebuild the ſame individual Moles, Jet. 17 


I 
tees or Fortifications, as had been demolith'a, i 7 
they would have had it underſtood that they MR er 
did not act againſt the Words of the Ninth Mil o 
Article of the Treaty of Utrecht ; which are, of 
ne didta Munimenta, Moles, aut ageres de- al 
nuo unquam reficiantur. Now when they 7 
have rebuilt one of the ſame Sluices ; ar: ot 
repairing the very ſame Fettees; and are, in tt 
a Word, reſtoring the ſame individual Port, at 
Harbour, Bafin and Channel; we argue, in th 
their Favour, that they do not act againſt n 
the Spirit or Intention of the Treaties, pro- K. 
vided they do not renew the Fortification 0 
on the Strand. Mr. Armſtrong, in this Re- ſi 
port, does not indeed allow the repairing n 
the  Fettees; on the contrary, he inſiſts n 
ſtrongly on the Neceſſi:y of deſtroying then, tl 
even te the Level of the Strand; but we 1 
ſhall ſee that he does little leſs than allow it 11 
in a ſubſequent Report ; and the ſame Argu- 1 
ment, drawn from the ſuppoſed Intention if 1 
the Treaties, has been equally inſiſted upon, C 
ſince the Jeltees have been in part repairs A, 
and other Works done, which anſwer the 11 
ſame Ends. 5 0 
But to conclude this Obſervation; if there | 
could have been, before the Treaty of 1717, S 
any Doubt concerning the Intention of tht 
Treaty of Utrecht, as there certainly could 
not; and as. his late Majeſty. infiſted very A 


juitly and very ſucceſsfully that there could 
| | „% 


EE. 

dot; yet to urge this, after the Treaty of 
1717, is to chicane about the Spirit of 
Treaties, in Favour of the French, more 
groſsly than they did themſelves in their 
own Favour, when they accepted the Will 
of the late King of Spain, notwithſtanding 
all the Engagements they had taken by the 
Treaty of Partition. The fourth Article 
of the Treaty of 1717. is a Commentary on 
the ninth Article of that of Utrecht. If, 
after that, we are ſtill at Liberty to talk of 
the Spirit or Intention of the firſt Treaty, 
nothing can be ever determined by any 


E | Treaty. The Treaty of 171% leaves the 


Canal of Mardyke in ſuch a State as might 
ſuffice for carrying off the Waters; and ad- 


| | mitting of ſmall Veſſels, that there might be 
= no Excuſe left for opening, in any Degree, 
che old Channel, which by the /ame Treaty 


is to be more effeftually demoliſÞ'd than ever, 
in order to the intire choaking of it up; 
How can it be ſaid, after this, that the 
Intent and End of this Treaty, as well as 
of the former, is not diſappointed by opening 
= this ſame old Channel and the Harbour 
= anew? I grow aſhamed of inſiſting fo lons 
on a Point ſo very clear, and ſhall finiſh it 
by ſaying, that nothing could ſurprize or 


afflict me more than to hear /ome Perſons, 


from whom better Things might have been 
expected, argue for keeping open the Harbour 
= 7 Dunkirk upon any Principles and eſpeci- 
ally on ſuch as theſe; that it is not againſt 
JT the 
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the Treaties, nor againſt the Intereſt of Great 
Britain. To excuſe Minifters, who have Wl 
committed Faults, may be allow'd to Friend. 
ſhip, and to particular Obligations; but 
there can hardly be a more melancholly 
Symptom in a free Government, than that of 
excufing and even juſtifying the Conduct of 
Miniſters, by explaining away the moſt ;n- i 
portant, national Advantages. - 

Having made theſe Obſervations on Mr. 
Armſtrong's Report, I proceed, in the fourt! Wi 
Place, to take Notice of what gur Miniſer: WR 
did, in Conſequence of it. & | 

What they did was in ſhort This. They 
follow'd his Advice, as far as it went in 
Favour of France; and there do not appear Wl 
any Footſteps, that they follow'd it in taking 
effeftual Care of thoſe few Things, which 
he recommends in Favour of Great Britain 

They approved his Report in all its Parts. 
They directed the Minifter at Paris to 
infiſt that Things might be rectified according Wl 
to it; and the Secretary of State writes that Wl 
this will give entire Sati faction. Nay the! Wl 
would not ſo much as try whether Fran 
would be contented with % than Mr. Arn. 
firong propoſed ; for Walpole having given 
the Hint, by aſking whether he ſhould com- 
municate the whole Report to the Frencl, a: 

or only ſuch Parts of it as related to the . 
fractions of the Treaties, he is order'd w 
communicate the whole Report to the Cor. 
dinal. That is, he is order'd to ſhew the june 
| French 
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French at once, that we were willing to 
give up to them what had never been given 
uþ from the Treaty of Utrecht to this Time; 
and leave them a Harbour, under the. ſham - 
Pretences, under which they had ſo long 
preſs'd for it in vain. e 
What is the Return made to this noble 
Frankneſs and Generoſity of ours? Why, 
the Cardinal, ſays he, has put the Report 
into the Hands of the Secretary for Ma- 
ritime Affairs; and that, in order to hinder 
an Eclat, Direction will be given for com- 
plying with it by Degrees. 

Who does not ſee the Meaning of this 
Anſwer? The Eclat, that is the Noiſe, was 
already made in Great Britain, and in 
Holland too. It was publickly known in 
= vob, and publickly complain'd of, that the 
= French had, in great Meaſure, reftored the 
= Port and Harbour of Dunkirk. Surely 
there could have been no Hurt in letting 
it be as publickly known, that they were 
deſtroying, at leaſt, a Part of what they had 
done in Violation of the Treaties. This muſt 
have helpd to hinder, inſtead of making 
any farther Eclat. This muſt have done 
Honour to that Court, and have given ſome 
Colour, if any Thing can give Colour to 
{o improbable a Story, to what has been 
ſo often ſaid, and is ſaid even now, that 
the French Miniſters knew nothing of the 
Works carried on by the Inhabitants of 

| Dunkirk, 
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Penſionary, who ſends them Accounts of 


(380 ) 

Hut the Meaning of this Anſwer was 
plainly to gain Time. We had ſhewn too 
much Haſte in giving up, at once, a great 
Part of what they wanted to gain upon us; 
and they were willing to try if they coud, 
by Delay, evade performing the ſmall Part 
of what we required of them. - "2 

I paſs to my ftþ Obſervation, which will 
prove that this is no unreaſonable Refine- 
ment, or raſh Judgment. What I have juſt 
related paſs'd in Nov. 1728. From that 
Time it does not appear that the French de- 
moliſh'd, according to Mr. Armſtrong's Re- 
port, any of the Works they had made, or 
that our Miniſters prefs'd them once to it. 
But though they did not demoliſh, it appears 
that they built; for in the Month of May 
following, a new Alarm comes, and our 
Miniſters are once more call'd upon by the 


> od . es if > oo. as __ 
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farther Works carrying on at Dunkirk, for 
the Improvement of the Harbour. Theſe Ac- Wn 
counts were ſuch, that my Lord Che/ter fieli Wn C 
fays, in his Letter, the Penſionary gave great Wl 
Attention to them. Let us ſee what At- 
tention Ve gave to them. 

They are ſent to the Miniſter at Paris. 
He communicates them to the Cardinal. 
The Cardinal knows nothing of the Mat- 
ter ; but gives general Aſſurances that noth- 
ing, contrary to the Treaties, ſhall be done. 
Our Complaints are tranſmitted from Court 


to Dunkirk, and from thence an Anſwer 
| 18 


x40 
is returned by the Intendant, acknowledging 
in the main the Facts complain'd of, but 
giving Turns to them, which one would 
hardly imagine could paſs even with thoſe, 
who Land Ao much Faith in their Miracles. 
Such, for Inſtance, as this; that a certain 
= Flodgate' had indeed been repair'd, but 
that it was one, which had not been de- 
= moliſh'd at the Demolition of Dunkirꝶ; 
= which is true for this Reaſon, that it was 
not in being at the Time of that Demoli- 
tion, but hath been built fnce ; fo that the 
== French Argument ſtands thus. We do not 
break the Treaties by repairing this Work, 
though we broke them by building it. | 
- This * Anſwer was refer'd to Mr. Arm- 
== //ro:g, who (without any Examination, 
= whether the French Intendant had not pal- 
lated and diſguiſed Matters) makes as im- 
plicit and favourable a Report, as the other 
could have deſired. rays lg d 
= A few Months ago, it was, in his own 
Opinion, neceſſary to deſtroy the Fettees, 
newly erected, and the Heads of the o/d 
Ones, which had been left, and that even 
down to the Level of the Strand. Now, 
the Piles, driven at the Head of the /d 
cCbannel, and pretended to be deſign'd only 
bor Beacons and. Moorings, may be allow'd ; 
provided Care be taken that they do not 
eerve for the Foundations of Batteries. The 
Magazines and the new Key are not 
bought of any Inconveniency. All that 
—- France 
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France is doing, and which the Penfionary 
laid ſo much Weight upon, is allow'd. The 
Miniſler at Paris hath Orders to ſay fo; 
but he is to hint, at the ſame Time, that 
Care be taken that no farther Works are 
carried on. He may ſpeak out in makin 

theſe Conceſſions to France; but he axe 
meaſure his Words, and not ſpeak plain, 
when he mentions what we required in 
Return; though what we required, in Re- 
turn, was nothing more than a verbal A. 
ſurance that Batteries ſhould not be made 
on the Heads of the TFetfees, which we 
allow'd them to erect at the Entrance ol 
the o/d Channel. | 

My fixth Obſervation is this. Though 
we were now bronght, Step by Step, to ſee 
and own a manifeſt Danger, that the French 
might not only repair, but fortify the Port 
of Dunkirk ; yet from the Month of Ju 
laſt the Works were carried forward there 

till the Enguiry begun in Parliament, with- 
cout the Knowledge, or with the Conni vanct 
of our moſt knowing Mini ters. 

It appear d by the concurring Evidence o! Wl 
the Witneſſes, that they were carried f- 
ward, during this Time, with greater Ap- 
plication and leſs Reſerve than ever; that 
the Soldiers of the King's Troops work d it 

them; and that Ships were preſs d, by tic 
King's Orders, to carry Stones. for this Wl 
en. YO ĩ ͤ id 1 
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Aſter this, it is impoſſible to read, without 
ſome 'Surprize, that when Mr. Point x and 
Mr. Armſtrong made the Repreſentations, 
which they were order'd to make, to the 


 7rench Minifers, both the Cardinal and the 


Keeper of the Seals aſſured them, that if 
any Thing had been done towards reſtoring 
the Harbour of Dunkirk to its former State, 
or in Contravention to the Treaties of Utrecht 
and the Hague, it had been done without 
their Knowledge and contrary to the French 
King's expreſs Commands. They ſeem, by 
this Proteſtation, as ignorant as our Mini/ters 
were, of Things done in their own Country, 
and with all the Eclat poſſible; but even 
Ignorance, in this Caſe, is not very excuſe- 
able in either; for- ESTES. 

- Firſt, as to the French Minifters. Taking 


| | what they ſay, in their own Behalf, for 


granted, that the Inhabitants' of Dunkirk 
have been principally active in what hath 
been lately done there, contrary to Treaties; 
yet can it be ſuppos d, with the leaſt Appea- 
rance of Probability, that Works of ſuch 
Importance could be carried on, for above 
two- Years together, without any Authority, 
or Connivance, or even the Knowledge 'of 
the French Court Ils it, in any Degree, 
credible that the Subjects of an arbitrary 
Prince would dare to make Uſe of his 
Troops, or to preſs Ships into that Service, 
by pretended Orders and without any real 
Licence? Can we imagine that This could 

2 be 
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de done under the yery Noſe, and yet without 


the Privity of the Governour Commendant, 


the Intendants and divers other Officers of 


the Marine, who are obliged to hold a con- 
ſtant Correſpondence with the Miniſters at 
Paris? — or, laſtly, can it be pretended, 
without putting the greateſt Violence on 


common Senſe and common Reaſon, that 


even Curioſity itſelf, the loweſt Principle of 
all our Enquiries, would not have prevail'd 
on the Miniſters of France to examine into 


this Affair and gain the beſt Informations 
about it, after it had made ſo great an Eclat 


in England and Holland? . 


I amat a Loſs to find, in this Conduct, 


any Proof that they carry their Fidelity even. 
to a Nicety; for it was certainly incumbent on 
them to be fo inform'd ; ſince it was from 
the French Court, and not from the Inba- 
bitants of Dunkirk that we were to expect 
and require the ſtrict Obſervance of the 
Treaties. When the French Miniſters there- 
fore would impoſe on us an Aſſurance of this 
Kind, ſo void of all Probability, and at the 


fame Time give us another Aſſurance of their 
doing every Thing agreeably to Treaties; 


will not the notorious Improbability of the 


one juſtify our ſtrongeſt Suſpicions about the 


Performance of the other ? When there arc 
ſuch convincing Reaſons to queſtion their 
Veracity; can we, without expoſing ou! 
ſelves to the Contempt of the whole World, 
depend intirely on their S7ncerify? 

| Secondh, 
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© Secondly,” As to, the inactive Conduct of 
our Miniſters from July to February laſt ; 
and in order to ſet this Matter in a full Light, 
let us recal very ſhortly and place their 

whole Proceeding in one View. 
If we lo k no farther back than the Year 
1727, when the new Sluice, on the Canal of 
Furnes, was built, it is now about 3 Years 
ſince the French have work'd at the Reſto- 
ration of Dunkirk, In this Time, our Mi- 
niſters have made three Complaints, and not 
one of theſe Complaints hath been made ori- 
ginally on their own Motion, and upon Ad- 
= vices of their own. The tuo firſt Times, 
= they were call'd on by the Penſonary, and 
the laſt Time, they were puſh'd on by the 
Parliament. The Proceedings on the fit 
Complaint ended by allowing to the French 
_—_ ſome Infractions of the Treaties, and by 
deſiring that others might be rectified. This 
is promiſed; but the Promiſe is not kept, In- 
ſtead of refifying what had been dane, new 
Works are carried on. The Proceedings on 
the ſecond Complaint end in our acquieſcing 
to theſe new Works, provided they are ex- 
tended no farther. Even this Promiſe is not 
kept. The Works are extended farther. All 
Mankind know it, and complain loudly of 
it for ſeven Months together. An Enquiry 
begins in Parliament. Our Miniſters are 
ſurprized and know nothing of the Mat- 
ter. Although they had been diſappointed 
e a 


. 


. 
a firſt Time, they took no Care not to be fo 
„„ OT oe. ON | 
I think that I need not explain or enforce 
this any farther ; and therefore I ſhall ob- 
ſerve, 7thly, that as there may be ſome 
Reaſon, ariſing from their paſt Conduct, to 
apprehend that the French Court may not 
be quite ſo exact, nor ſo expeditious, as we 
are made to hope, in fulfilling even the 14% 
Promiſe, which they have given us, to de- 
moliſh all the Works wetted contrary to the 
Treaties ; ſo there is great Reaſon likewiſe, 
ariſing from our paſt Conduct, to apprehend 
that hey do not underſtand, on that Side 
of the Water, by Works contrary to the 
Treaties, what we do and always muſt un- 
derſtand, on this Side of the Water, by 
thoſe Words; from whence it will follow 
that, by dextrous Management, we have 
brought the cleareſt Point in Nature to be 
the moſt intricate ; and that whereas there 
never could have been Room for the leaſt 
Diſpute, if the Treaty of 1717 had been 
obſerved, in Explanation and Moderation 
of that of Urrecht, cur departing from it 
may and muſt open a Source of inexhau- 
ſtible Chicane. FO 
I have already ſhewn how the Treaty of 
1717 explains the Intention and moderates 
the Conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht, ſo 
as to leave the French no Colour, either 
from the Letter or Intention of the __— 
| | '-* fs 
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for doing or acting any Thing more than 
what is there ſheciſically expreſsd; no, not 


even on Account of diſcharging the Canals; 


draining the flat Country; or carrying on 


their Fiſhing or any other Trade. 
Upon this Foot, therefore, the Senſe of 


theſe Words (Works contrary to the Treaties ; 


or Works done in Contravention to the Trea- 
ties; ) is exactly and invariably determined. 
But the French have been artful enough to 
improve our Complaiſance for them, ſo as to 


ſet the Caſe of Dunkirk on quite another 
Foot; with our Miniſters I mean; for with 


the Nation I hope and believe that impoſſible 
to do Gade; 7 45; 1 ee | 

On the former Foot, every Thing, which 
hath been done at Dunkirk, is directly 
againſt the Letter of both Treaties, and 
againſt the Intention of that of Utrecht, ex- 
plain'd by that of 1717. The Rzgolle or 
Gut, which Mr. Armſtrong and our Mi- 
niſters allow the French, by virtne of their 
diſpenſing Power, and the Sluice on the 


| Canal of Furnes, to keep this Rigolle or Gut 
open, are as directly and as plainly againſt 


the Intention of the Treaties, as even forti- 
fying the Town, the Harbour and the Strand 
would be. TY 8 

But, on the other Foot, there is Room 
for Chicane. The French may ſay (and, no 
Doubt, they will ſay) that the Intention of 
Treaties ought to be determined by the 
Senſe, in which the contracting Parties have, 


by 


Tan) 
by mutual Agreement, executed them; that 
as the late King allow'd them to have a 
Communication from Dunkzrk to the Sea, 
by the Canal of Mardyke; ſo they have 
been allow'd, af preſent," to have the ſame 
Communication by the old Channel ;: that we 
did indeed once inſiſt on demoliſhing their 
Reparations of the old Jettees; but that, 
fince that Time, and on Occafion of Com- 
plaints about. other W orks, made for im- 
proving this Harbour, we have not only 
expreſly approved their making theſe latter 
Works, but have tacitly conſented: to their 
repairing and ſupplying the old Fettees, by 
taking no Notice of their not deſtroying 
them, nor of their making other Works to 
hinder as effectually the Flux and Reflux of 
the Tides from choaking up the Channel, 
as the FJettees are deſign'd to do; that al 
this, together with our Approbation of the 
new Key they have made, and the new Ma- 
gazines they have built, ſhew it very evi- 
vently to have been our Senſe, as well as 
theirs, that the Intention of the Treaties is 
not to deprive them -of a naked Harbour at 
Dunkirk, but only to hinder them from 
having a fortified Harbour there; that 
they are far from entertaining any ſuch 
Thoughts; that they carry their Fidelity 
even to a Nicety and have not yet raiſed one, 
fngle Battery on the Strand; till they at- 
tempt which, we have not the leaſt Reaſon 
e i to 
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to affirm that med . in Contravention to 
the Treaties, | 

This and much more, to he FER Effect, 
may the French ſay, whenever they are 
preis d in good earneſt to fulfil their /a/t 
Promiſe, agreeably to the juſt Expectations 
of the Britiſh Nation. Nay, they certainly 
will inſiſt in this Manner, if they were ſo 

reſs d; becauſe whatever Reaſons they may 
Links to defire that our o_ Miniſters 

ld continue in Power, I can hardly 

perſuade my ſelf that they will, for the Sake 
of the to illuſtrious Brothers, undo intirely 
what they have done at Dunkirk and fairly 
lay aſide the Hopes of reſtoring Yor Port, 
by Degrees and without Eclat, to its former 
G and Splendor. 
That there is Reaſon to apprehend fock a 
Conduct from them, we may judge by what 
we have lately heard from-Dunkirk ; for it is 
ſaid that Mr. Laſcels, with ſome French Of- 
ficers, had been to ſound the Water in the 
Harbour and Channel. Now, to what Pur- 
poſe can this be? If weare to ſtand to the 
Treaties, we mult inſiſt that there be 20 Wa- 
ter; atleaſt, no navigable Water at all in 
the Harbour and Channel. If we depart 
from the Treaties, to what Purpoſe do we 
diſpute about a Foot or tuo of * ater, more 
or leſs? 

The Queſtion dom not turn on ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as theſe ; whether the Port be 
—— of receiving 50 or 100 Ships; whe- 

ther 
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ther Ships of 50 or 500 Tons go into it, or 
out of K. na the Depth of Water be 
14 or 18 or 20 Foot, and the like; but 
fingly on this, whether it be made a Port to 
any Purpoſe, or in any Degree whatſoever. 

Perhaps, we may hear of ſome Fettees, or 
other Works deſtroy'd, and a few Appearan- 
ces of a Demolition; but let it be remember'd 
that nothing can be a juſt Satisfaction and 
real Security to us, but the reducing Dunkirk 
once more to that Condition, into which it 
was put by Virtue of the Treaties, and fol- 
lowing them as the ſtated Rule between t, 
and France, on this Head. Let it be re- 
member d likewiſe that whatever Sati faction 
we may obtain, be it more or leſs, will be 
owing to the Parliamentary Enquiry, and 
not to the Care, Vigilance and Spirit of tho/e, 
who are employ'd in the Adminiſtration. 

After having made ſo many Obſervations 

on the Conduct of our Miniſters in this Af- 
fair of Dunkirk, Tam obliged, in Juſtice, to 
take ſome Notice of the chief Argument, by 
which their Creatures endeavour to excuſe 
them ; for though many concur to ſcreen 
them from Cenſure, few there are, I think, 
even amongſt zheſe, who preſume entirely 
to juſtify their Conducł. N 

It hath been ſaid then that different Times 
and different Situations of Affairs require 
different Ways of acting; which is a molt 
_ undeniable Truth. But as Common-place 
Wit diverts nobody, who hath any Wit, 0 

1 1 | Common- 


D 


p 3 

5 (. 40 5 i 
Common-place Maxims impoſe on nobody, 
who hath Senſe and Knowledge. | 

It is true that different Times and Situa- 
tions require that Miniſters of State ſhould 
both ſpeak and act in different Manners ; 
but they are never to loſe their Object, al- 
though they change, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Manner of purſuing it. This Object is, or 


ought always to be, the greateſt national 
Good. To wiſe and honęſt Servants of the 


Publick al Countries will be abſolutely in- 
different, except their own; and by Conſe- 


quence they will neither lean to nor from any 


foreign Intereſt, but as that Intereſt is brought 
nearer to the Intereſt of their own Country, 
or placed in a greater Oppoſition to it, by the 
Courſe of Accidents. 

Now, let us apply the Maxim, thus ex- 


plain'd, to the Conduct of our Miniſters in 


the Caſe of Dunkirk. 

That we have ſeen and do ſtill ſee Times 
and Situations, with reſpect to Great-Bri- 
tain and France, very different from thoſe, 
which our Fathers or we beheld, during forty 

Years, is true. It is true therefore, that 
fince this Alteration of Times and Situations, 
a different Manner of ſpeaking and acting 
towards France hath been requiſite on our 
Part. But our general Intereſt, with Re- 
ſpect to France, is only thus far changed. 

ormerly, it was our Intereſt to oppoſe all 
her Meaſures, and to defy ber moſt exorbitant 
Power. It is nom become our Intereſt to 
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have a Communication of friendly Meaſures 
and Intercourſe of friendly Offices with her; 

and, inſtead of defying her reduced Power, 

to be only jealous of its growing again. 
In cultivating therefore the Friendſhip of 
France, and even in avoiding all Appearances 
of diſtruſting her, or being jealous of her, 
our Minifters have acted according to the 
Rules of good Policy. The French have 
held the ſame Conduct toward ws; and this 
mutual Confidence and Amity might certain- 
ly have been productive of much publick 
Good, without any particular Inconveniency 
or Miſchief, It hath been ſo to France; 
but it hath not been ſo to Great Britain; 
and the Reaſon of this. Difference is plain, 
The French have follow'd the Maxim above- 
mention'd, but without once loſing Sight of 
their national Intereſt, Whenever this hath 
come into Queſtion, they have inſiſted ami- 
cably, but they have inſiſted as firongly as 
ever ; witneſs the Caſe of Santa Lucia, that 
of the * Honours at Sea, and many others. 
| Nay, whenever they could acquire ſuch 2 
Pretence, as ſeem'd conſiſtent with the Terms 
of Friendſhip, they have artfully enough en- 
deavour'd to diminiſh our Power, and to 
wreſt from us thoſe Advantages, 1 
0 | 1 | know 
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Above a Year ago a Lieutenant of an Exgliſb Man of War 
was broke, as it was ſaid, upon the Inftance of France, for 
_ obliging a French Ship to Srike, according to his InſtruQtions, 
as ſhe was going out of one of our own Harbour. 
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know may ſome Time or other, in our 
Hands, be of Detriment to them; witneſs 
the Part, which. our intimate Friend, the 
late Duke of Orleans, acted in ſupporting 
the Claim of · Spain to the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar and Minorca. 

But I am afraid it will be found that our 
Minifters have ſufferd the Tranſports of 
Friendſhip to carry them too far in Favour of 

France; particularly, in the Caſe now be- 
fore us; for which they muſt be confeſs d in- 
excuſeable, notwithſtanding the w/e Apo- 
thegm quoted in their Behalf; unleſs they 
can ſhew that, by departing from a' ſtrict 
Obſervation of the Treatzes, with reſpe& to 
Dunkirk, they have avoided a greater Evil, 
than the Danger of ſeeing this Port reſtored 

is and muſt be reputed ;; or elſe that they 
have procured to their Country 2 greater 
Good than that of keeping Dankirꝶ in the 
State, to which it was reduced, and in which 
it was to continue, according to the Treaties. 
If this ſale Excuſe, which can be made 
for our Miniſters, will avail them little, 
when it comes to be tried by the Rules of 
Reaſon ; it will be quite exploded, when wre 
have Recourſe to Experience, and compare 
the Conduct, which was held by our Mini- 
ters, in the Years 1716 and 1717, with 
that which has been held for theſe three or 
four laſt Years, as well as the Situation of 

Affairs, at that Time, with the Situation of 

Affairs, during the /azter Period. 


The 
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The Purport of the Proviſional Apree- 
ment made in 1716, which was inſerted in 
the fourth Article of the Alliance made in 
1717, hath been already mention'd. The 


French were far from conſenting eaſily to £ 


make this Step; and nothing leſs than the 
Firmneſs, which we then ſhew'd, could 
have forced them to it. I doubt not but they 
would gladly have deſtroy'd entirely the Ca- 
nal of Mardyle, if they might have been 
permitted to have had that Rigolle, or Gut 
(for there appears an Affectation in calling 
it any Thing but” what it is, a Channel) 
which hath been allow'd them fince. The 
Harbour of Dunkirk is a Tide-Harbour, and 
therefore liable to much Inconveniency ; but 
this Inconveniency was, in Mezfare, 
remedied by the Situation of the old Channel, 
now reſtored, which runs ſtrait down to the 
Sea from the Harbour, and hath the Road 
before it, in which Ships may, at all Times, 
get into the Port. 4+ 4 

The Canal of Mardyke runs a great Way 
about and makes an Elbow, "8 it can 
deſcend to the Sea; and when it comes 
there hath no Road acroſs the Entrance of 
It; for which Reaſon, Dunkirk can never 
be of that Advantage to France, and of that 
Danger to ws, with his opening to the Sea, 
as with the other, _ | 
The late King therefore conſented, as is 
obſerved above, to leave the Canal of Mar- 
dyke, reduced according to the Terms N 

| the 


J 
the Proviſional Agreement ; but he was fo 
far from giving the leaſt Way to any Thing, 
= which might tend to open the o/d Channel, 
= that he expreſly ſtipulated the doing of every 
# Thing necoſſary for the farther and more 
compleat Deſtruction of it. Thus we ſee the 
Difference between our former and our late 
ConduF, Let us conſider how we ſtood, 
at that Time, with France, and what was 
the general Situation of our Affairs. 
We were then as cloſely united with 
France as we are now ; and the Maxim of 
cultivating this Union prevail'd as ſtrongly 
in our Councils. A Storm from the North 
was then much more to be fear'd than now. 
The late Czar's Grandfather was then alive 
likewiſe. How we ſtood with thoſe Princes, 
and what we had to. apprehend from their 
Arms, I need not explain. At Home there 
were ſome Remains of a Rebellion not totally 
_ extinguiſh'd, and a Jacobite. Party till in 
being. The Swediſh Plot againſt the Go- 
verninent was carrying on at that Time. 
Aiberoni was ripening his formidable Schemes, 
which be began to execute in 1717, and we 
were, id Concert with France, taking Mea- 
ſures to oppoſe them. 
Let me aſk now any Man, of common 
Ingenuity, whether an Argument, drawn 
from the Situation of Affairs, to excuſe 
fome Compliances with France, might not 
have been urged with a better Grace at that 
Time, than ut could be urged, for the ſame 
Purpoſe 


NS 
Purfoſe, now? He will certainly anſwer 


that it might; and yet it is urged nom, not 
to excuſe ſome little Compliances, but to 
. excuſe what hath been done, in direct Con- 
tradiction to the Tregties, and for giving up 
to France a great Part of the Advantage and 


Security, which we were in Poſſeſſion of 


This Difference of Conduct is therefore not 
to be accounted for by the Difference of 
Times and Situations. It is to be accounted 
for by nothing, but by the Difßerence of Men, 
We had then other Miniſters at Home to 
give Inſtructions, and another Miniſter at 
Paris to execute them. The Times and our 
Situation, in the Vears 17 16 and 17 17, were 
not more favourable to us, than the Times 
and our Situation in the Vears 1727, 1728 
and 1729 and our national Intereſt, with 
Reſpect to Dunkirk, hath been exactly the 
fame in both; but our Miniſters had not then 
negotiated themſelves into an abſolute De- 
7 ae on France, nor learn'd perhaps a 

eſſon, that it is much more eaſy and pro- 
fitable to evade or defeat a Parliamentary 
Enguiry, than to govern well at Home, and 
to ſupport the Interefts, the Honour, and the 
Dignity of the Nation Abroad. 
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95 7 the REMARKS on the CRAFTSMAN's 

 VinDicATI1oN; and to all the Libels, 
which have come, or may come from the 
ſame Pyarter againſt the PERSON, laſt men- 


lion d in the Craftſman of the 22d of May 
1731. 
T T is impoſſible to have read the kapern 
which have been. publiſh'd againſt the 
Writings of the Craf?/man, and not have ob- 
ſerved. that one principal Point hath been 
labour'd with — Application, and 
ſometimes with a little Art. The Point I 
mean hath been This; to make all the Diſ- 
putes about national Affairs, and our moſt 
important Intereſts, to paſs for nothing more 
than Cavi/s; which have been raiſed by the 
Pique and Reſentment of one Man, nd by 
the Iniquity and dangerous Deſigns of another: 
Nothing, which could be faid or done to 
inculcate this Belief, hath been neglected. 
The ſame Charges have been repeated almoſt 
every Week, and the Publick hath been 
modeſtly. defired to pay no Regard to unde- 
niable Facts, to unanſwer'd and unanſwer- 
able Arguments, becauſe theſe Facts and 
theſe 2 were ſuppoſed, by the mi- 
| A A tiifteria 
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niſterial Writers, to come from Men, to 
whom theſe Hirelings aſcribed, againſt all 
Probability, the worſt Motives, and whoſe 
Characters they endeavour'd to blacken with- 
out Proof. Surely this Proceeding render d 
it neceſſary, at not improper, at the 
Concluſion of thoſe. Remarks, which were 
to conclude the Collection of the Craftſman, 
to ſay ſomething que: =>. the Perſons, 
who had been ſo particularly attack'd on 
Account of the Part, which they, who 
rail'd at them, were pleaſed to ſuppoſe that 
theſe Gentlemen had in the Writings, con- MW 
tain'd in that Collection. This, I ſay, was 
neceſſary; at leaſt proper; not in order to 
raiſe a Spirit, as it is impertinently ſuggeſted 
in the Libel, which lies before me; but to 
refute Calumny, and to remove at leaſt ſome 
of thoſe Prejudices, which had been raiſed, 
or renew d, on the Occaſion of theſe Writing, Wi 
and which were employ'd to weaken the 
Effect of them; an Effect, which: may be 
ſaid with Truth to have been aim'd at the* 
noble Pair f Brothers; ſince it keeps up 2 
national Spirit of Enquiry and Watchfulnels, 
which it is the Intereſt of theſe Per/ons, as it 
hath been their Endeavour, to ſtifle ; and 
which it is the Intereſt of every other Mas 
in Britain to preſerve in himſelf, and to 
nouriſh in others; an Effect, which cannot 
be ſaid, without the greateſt un. to 
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have been aim'd againſt the preſent Settle 
ment; ſince” the higheſt Infolence, which 
can be offer'd to his Majeſty, is to attempt 
to blend his Intereſt and his Cauſe with 
thoſe of his unworthy Servants, as the Tools 
of theſe unworthy Servants are every Day 
employ'd' to do, and probably at his Maje- 
ſty's Expence. e 1 95 5 
Something was ſaid therefore by the Craf?/- 

man, in his Journal of the 22d of * May, to 
the Purpoſe I have mention'd. If he went 
out of his Way, (for he ought moſt cer- 
tainly to confine himſelf to Things, and 
meddle with Perſons as little as poſſible) he 
went out of it on great Provocation. He 
carry'd Truth and Reaſon along with him; 
and he uſed a Moderation and a Decency, 'to 
which his Adverſaries are Strangers. x 
To ſet this Matter in a full Light, let us 
confider what he ſaid; let us conſider how 
he hath been anſwer'd; and, by fairly eom- 
paring both, let us put the whole Merits of 
this Cube upon one ſhort but deciſive Iſſue. 
It will be Time afterwards to make a few 
= Obſervations on the Clamour raiſed; on the 
KReaſons and Deſigns of it; in a Word, to 
detect the mean Artifice and filly Expedi- 
ents, to which the wo honourable Patrons of 
the Remarker are reduced. In doing this, 
I ſhall neither affect to declaim, nor to in- 
veigh, though I have before me an ine x- 
"0 „ hauſtible 
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hauſtible Fund of Matter for both, and the 
Law of Retaliation to bear me out. As I 
am perſuaded the Men, 1 have to do with, 
can raiſe no Paſſion in the Per ſon concern'd, 
ſo have I no Need of endeayouring to raiſe 
the Paſſions of others. But to proceed. 

The Crafiſinan took Notice of thoſe Ac- 
cuſations, which are brought againſt the 
Gentleman he mentions in the ſecond Place — 
I meddle not with the Defence of the other, 
which hath been undertaken. by an abler 
Pen. Some of theſe he anſwer'd in general 
only; and yet he anſwer'd them as particu- 
larly as he ought to have done for Reaſons of 
Honour, which are touch'dupon by him, and 
which ſhall be a little more open'd by me. 
But there were other Points, not at all af- 
fected by theſe Reaſons, on which no Ex- 
planati on was neceſſary to be given by the 
Accuſed, and on which the Craftſman had a 
Right to demand Proofs from the Accu/ers. 
They were Points of a more determined 
Nature ; ſuch as admitted of no different 
Conftruttions ; ; ſuch as could not be Alter'd 
by Circumſtances. They were of a more. 
publick Nature; ſuch as the Men, who 
brought the Accuſations, muſt have it in 
their Power to prove, if they were true; 
and ſuch therefore as muſt be falſe, if the 
Men, who brought the Accuſations, were 
not able and ready to prove them. 

On theſe the Craftsman inſiſted. He 
afficen 1 Propoſitions directly contrary to the 

| Accu- 
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Accuſations brought. He appear to un- 
queſtionable Authority far the Truth of what 
he affirm'd; and to one in particular, which 
ſhould have been treated with more Reſpe& 
by the Remar#er, ſince it will outweigh, at 
home and abroad, a thouſand ſuch Autho- 
cities as thoſe of bis Patrons: He chal- 
lenged all Mankind 70 produce one fingle 
Proof, in Contradiction of any one of the ge- 
neral Affirmations. 
Was there any Thing wir or indecent 
in this Proceeding ? Was there any Thing in 
it,, which could provoke the Choler of thoſe, 
who are Friends to Truth and Juſtice ? If 
they, who brought theſe Accuſations, had 
been ſuch, an Opportunity was preſented to 
them of convicting the guilty Man at the 
very Tribunal, before which his Cauſe had 
been pleaded. By producing Proof on theſe 
Heads, they had it in their Power to con- 
demn him upon all the Reſt ; and if this 
Part of the Charge' was made good, the 
Opinion of Mankind would have been fairly 
enough decided as to the other. 
Iſſue being join'd therefore in this Man- 
ner, the accuſed Perſon muſt be found guilty: 
of all the Crimes laid to his Charge; or his 
Alccuſers muſt be found guilty of Slander, of 
= Calumny, and of the. worſt Sort of Aſſaſſi- 
nation. 

Thus the CHaftſman left the Matter —Let 
us ſee what hath been ſaid in Anſwer to him. 

I paſs over the many ſcurrilous Productions 

Aa 3 of 
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of thoſe weekly miniſterial Scolds, who are 
hired to call Names, and are capable of little 
more. The elaborate Libel, intitled Remarzs 
on the Craftſman's Vindication, ſeems to be 
the utmoſt Effort of their and their Patror's 
collected Strength; and tho I have waited 
ſeveral Days to ſee if they had any more 
Scandal to throw out; yet I never doubted 
an Inſtant from what Quarter this remarkable 
Piece came into the World. | 
The whole Pamphlet is one continued 
Invective, and deſerves no more to be call'd 
Remarks on the Craftſman, or an Anſwer to 
him, than the Railing and Raving and 
throwing of Filth by a Madman deſerve to 
be call'd an Anſwer to thoſe, who unwarily 
paſs too near his Cell, All, that Malice 
could ever invent, or the Credulity of Par- 
ties, inflamed by Oppoſition, receive, is aſ- 
ſembled. - Truth is diſguiſed by Miſrepre- 
ſentation, and even many Things, which the 
noble Pair know to be falſe, are affirm'das true. 
But you will aſk, perhaps, whether the 

Challenge is not accepted, and whether 
Proofs are not brought to contradi& the 
plain and poſitive Affirmations made by the 
_ Craftſman? I anſwer, the Challenge is ac- 
cepted, and the Remarker aſſures us that he 
hath brought Proof in numerous Inſtances 
againſt theſe Affirmations; which is the 
more generous, becauſe the Craft/man ex- 
acted but one fingle Proof in Cuntradiction f 
any of them. e 12 Th 
£ 
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The rt of theſe Affirmations was, that 
the Gentleman concern d never enter d into 
Engagements, or any Commerce with the. 
Pretender, fill be bad been attainted and 
cut off from the Body of bit Majeſty's Sub- 
jects. Let us examine the Facts, which 
we find ſcatter d up and down in the Re- 
marks, which may be apply'd to 8 in 
Oppoſition to this Affirmation, what hath 

been ſo often aſſerted, that This Gentleman 
was a zealous Jacobite and an Agent of the 
Pretender, even in the Reign of the late 
Queen, | | 
The firſt Fact of this Kind is this. He left 
the Kingdom. His high Treaſon, among other 
Crimes, was confeſs'd by his ſhameful Flight. 

Had the Libeller proved this high Treaſon, 
I might agree that the Gentleman s leaving 
bis Country was a Conſequence ; but I can 
never admit that it is a Proof of his Guilt. 
Could no other Reaſon for leaving his Coun- 
try be given, except his Guiit, his leaving 
his Country would be a ſtrong Preſumption 
againſt him. But many other Reaſons will 
ſoon occur to thoſe, who remember the 
Paſſages of that Time; and Reaſans there 
are of a more private Nature ſtill, which 
would be very far, to ſay no more, from 
reflecting Diſhonour on a Step, which is 
call'd, by theſe foul-mouthed Advocates of 
Power, ſhameful and ignominious. One Thing 
it may be. proper to aſſure them of, that 
they may pretend to miſtake the Craft/man, 
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and to miſapply his Words no more. Tt is 
this. Fhe Gentleman never declined a Con- 
teſt with the wo honourable Patrons of this 
Libel. One of them was, in thoſe Days, 
below his Notice; and he never found, upon 
Trial, that he had Reaſon to apprehend 
being foil'd by the other. But we muſt not 

yet diſmiſs this Article. „ iti 

If the Proof we are examining proved 
any thing, it would prove too much. If to 
decline, in certain Circumſtances, a Trial; 
if to go into voluntary Exile, either before 
a Trial, or even after Condemnation, were 
abſolute Proofs of Guilt, the Conduct of 
many greater and better Men than the Per- 
an now accuſed would deſerve our Cenſure, 
and that of Calumniators, as vile as 7heſe 
| Libellers, would merit our Approbation. 

Metellus and Rutilius muſt be condemn'd. 

| Apuleius and Apicius muſt be juſtified. | 
This ſort of Proof therefore not appearing 
ſufficient to make good the Charge, that 
this Gentleman was engaged with the Pre- 
tender before his Attainder, great Pains are 
taken, and much Rhetorick is employ'd to 
ſhew, what we ſhall not preſume to con- 
tradict, that he ought not to have engaged 
in that Cauſe after his Attainder. Neither 
did the Craftſman inſiſt on this Circum- 
ſtance as a Defence of the Perſon accuſed. 
He fix'd this Date of the Engagements 
mention'd, in Contradiction to Tho/e, who 
had falſely affirm'd that theſe Engagements 


were 


„„ : 
were much more antient. But he neither 
urged it as a Defence, nor pleaded it as an 
Excuſe ; and yet I am perſuaded that this 
very Circumſtance had ſome Weight with 
his late Majeſty, when that excellent Prince, 

the Mildneſs of whoſe Temper, and the 


Clemency of whoſe Nature, would have 
render d him amiable in the moſt private 
Station, and made him almoſt adorable in 
that great Elevation, to which the Providence 
of God had raiſed him; when that excellent 
Prince, I ſay, was pleaſed on his own Mo- 
tion, and without any Application from the 
Perſon here ſpoken of, to extend his preſent, 
and promiſe his future Favour to him. 
Tho' the Craft/man did neither ſay nor 
intend what has been objected by the Re- 
marker to him, yet he might perhaps mean 
ſomething more than hath been obſerved; 
and if he did mean it, he meant to inculcate, 
upon this Occaſion, a very uſeful, general 
Truth. Let us grant that the Man, Who 
engages againſt his Country, even when he 
has been oppreſs'd in it, or driven out of it 
by Violence, is not to be defended; that 


theſe are Occaſions, wherein we ought to 


kiſs the Rod, which ſcourges us, and reve- 
_ rence that Authority, which we think has 
been unjuſtly exerciſed againſt us. But then 
let it be granted likewiſe, that human Paſſions 
are ſo ſtrong, and human Reaſon fo weak, 
that Men, who ſuffer Perſecution or who 
imagine they ſufter it, are ſeldom able to 
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keep within theſe Bounds of heroical Mode- 
ration. They will be apt to ſeize the Op- 
portunities, which may be offer d, of re- 
fiſting, or of attempting to repair the Injuries 
done them. They will flatter themſelves, 
that they do not vow their Revenge againſt 
the People, the innocent and collective Body 
of their Countrymen, nor go about to ſub- 
vert the Conſtitution of the Government. They 
will perſuade others, nay they will perſuade 
themſelves, that they do not ſeek Revenge, 
but Redreſs; nor aim to deſtroy the Law, 
which puniſhes, but to prevent the Abuſe of 
it, which perſecutes. Thus will Men, who 
actually ſuffer, be apt to reaſon; and if the 
Caſe be common to Numbers, they will be 
apt to proceed from reaſoning on ſuch Prin- 
ciples, to act upon them. Wiſe Govern- 
ments therefore have been careful to diſtin- 
guiſh between Puniſiment and Perſecution; 
| Have never ſuffer d the former, however juſt, 
neceſſary, or ſevere, to carry the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of the latter. Ludlow was juſtly 
puniſh d. My Lord Clarendon, whom the 
Remarker hath ſo ſtrongly yoak d with the 
Regicide, was unjuſtly, ungratefully and cru- 
elly perſecuted. We may pronounce, with- 
out Uncharitableneſs, that the former would 
have taken any Opportunity of ſubverting a 
ſecond Time the Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try; not from Reſentment alone, but from 
Principle. The latter would have been 
moved by no Reſentments to _— that 
£1 rame 
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Frame of Government, which he had con- 
tributed ſo much to reſtore.” The former 
Example therefore hath nothing to do in 
this Place; and if T admit the latter, it will 
only ſerve to ſhew us how Men ' ſhould ack, 
not how they do act. It will be one Example 
of Virtue, oppoſed to innumerable Inſtances 
of Frailty. Innumerable, indeed, are the 
Inſtances of Men in all Ages, Who, having 
been driven out of their Country by Vio- 
lence, have endeavour'd, ev'n by Violence, 
to return to it, This is the general and 
known Courſe of Nature; depraved indeed, 
but human; and ſince it is ſo; if we allow 
that they, who diſturb a Government, be- 
cauſe they think themſelves perſecuted, de- 
ſerve no Excuſe, we muſt allow that thoſe, 


who give Occaſion to this Diſturbance * 


Perſecution, deſerve very little. 

I hope I may deſerve ſome for this Di- 
greſſion, into which the Remarker led me; 
and I return to my Subject, by faying that 
neither the Craft/man hath pretended, nor 
do I here pretend, to excuſe the E 
ments, which this Gentleman took, after his 
Attainder, and which his late Majeſty fo 
graciouſly pardon'd; but that his taking theſe 
Engagements, after his Attainder, is no 
Proof that he was under them before ; and 
that his going ont of the Kingdom, in the 


late King's Reign, is no Proof that he was 


a zealous Jacobite, and an Agent of the 
Pretender i in the late Queen's "Oy" 


The 
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The Libeller, finding himſelf unable to 
make this Charge good, leſſens the Charge 

that he may ſuit his Proof to it. If he can- 

not prove that the Gentleman was in the In- 

tereſts of the Pretender, before his Attain- 

der, he will prove at leaſt that he had a frong 

Propenſion to theſe Intereſts; and how docs 

he prove even this? He aſſerts that in he 

Year 1702, this Gentleman was one of the 

Vvirtuous 117, who gave their Votes to throw 

out the Bill for ſettling the proteſtant Suc- 

ceſſion, &c. Falſe and impudent Afertion 

A few Pages before he pretends to have the 

Jones Book of the Houſe of Commons be- 

ore him. Had he it before. him now? If 

\ he had, how can he affirm, in direct Con- 

tradition to it? If he had not, how could 

he venture to affirm any thing, concerning 

this Matter? The Bill for ſettling the pro- 

teftant Succeſſion, in the preſent royal Fami- 

ly, paſs'd the Houſe of Commons in the Month 

of May 1701, not in 1702; and it paſsd 

nemine contradicente, to bring in a Bill for 

the farther Security of bis Majeſty's Perſon 

and the Succeſſion of the Crown' in the pro- 

teſtant Line, and extinguiſhing the Hopes of 

the pretended Prince of Wales, and all 
other Pretenders, and their open and ſecret 

Abettors. This Bill was accordingly brought 

in, and the Perſons- who, by Order of the 

. Houſe, prepared and brought it in, were 

Sir Charles Hedges and one Mr. St. FOHN. 

In the Progreſs of this Bill through the 

ES Houle, 


„ 
Houſe, it appears that there were ſome De- 
bates and Diviſions about particular Clauſes 
and Amendments; but the Bill was paſs d 
without any Diviſion; ſo infamouſly falſe is 
the Aſſertion made by his Libeller, that 


there was no Diviſion of 117, or of any 


other Number, for throwing out either the 
Bill which ſettled the Succeſſion 3 or the Bill, 
_ was made for the farther Security of 
There was a Diviſion indeed, of 11 
again 118, upon a Clauſe added by the 
Lords to a Bill for inlarging the Time for 
taking the Oath of Abjuratien, Ge. and 
this happen'd in the Year. 1702; but what 
Relation hath his Fact to the Fact aſſerted ? 
Whether the Gentleman voted againſt this 
Clauſe, or not, I am unable to ſay; and it 


is to no Purpoſe to enquire; for the Clauſe 


regarded only ſuch Perſons as had neglected to 
take the Abjuration Oath in Time, and pro- 
vided that if ſuch Perſons had forfeited any 
= Office, Benefice, &c. to which any other Per- 
bens had been preferr'd, the former ſhould not 
= ve reſtored by taking the Advantage of this 
Act. If this Pes des Proof is not ano- 
ther Inſtance of the vileft Calumniation, the 
Libeller himſelf confeſſes that the Craftſ- 
man's Challenge was properly made; and that 
there is not one Proof in the M. orld againſt 
bis general Afirmations. 

Another Fact, which is advanced and moſt 
pathetically declaim d upon, for Reaſons 


not — to be diſcover' d, is likewiſe * $ 


to 
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( 366 )) 
maintain the ſame Charge. This Gentleman, 
ys the Libeller, had the Impudence to op- 
poſe his preſent moſt ſacred Majeſty, when he 
demanded a Writ of Right——The Writ of 
Summons: to Parliament. He afterward; 
cauſed the Elector of Hanover's Miniſter 7 
be forbid the Court, for no other Crime than 
having demanded that Writ. And did this 
Gentleman oppoſe this Writ ? Nay, did any 
other Servant of the late Queen oppoſe it? 
Falſe and impudent is the Aſſertion. It was 
order'd to be made out the very Day * it was 
demanded. -. If the Minifter, who demanded 
the Writ, was forbid the Court, was i. 
Gentleman the Cauſe of it? Is every diſagree- 
able Circumſtance to be aſcribed, to him in 
an Affair, which was too important not to 
be laid, by the proper Miniſter, that is by 
the Chancellor, not the Secretary, before 
her late Majeſty and her Council; and in 
which it may.be ſuppoſed that her Majeſty's 
Reſentments were alone ſufficient to deter- 
mine ſuch a Reſolution? Beſides, if the Mi- 
niſter received the Affront mention'd, was it 
fingly and abſtractedly for demanding the 
Writ ; or was it founded on the Manner 9 
demanding, and on many other Circumſtan- 
ces, ſome expreſs'd and ſome hinted at in 
the Letters, writ foon afterwards by the /ate 
Queen to her late Electoral Highneſs the 
Princeſs Sophia and to his preſent Maje/ty, 
which lye before me in the printed _ 


— 
5 


® Vide Annals of the Reign of Qucen Anre. 
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of Qgyeen- | Anne's Reign? Was the Recep- 
5 given by his late Majeſty, then Elen, 
to the Miniſter, who made this Demand, at 
his Return home, ſuch a one as ſhew'd his 
Majeſty's Approbation of this Meaſure, and 
his Diſapprobation of what had happen'd 
here upon it? I fay no more. 55 

Me have now gone through all I can find 
in this Libel, which ſeems not ſo much as to 
aim at making good the ff Head of Accu- 
ſation, on which the Craſtſnan made his 
On the ſecond Head, the Craftſman af- 
firm'd that the ſame Gentleman neuer had any 
Commerce either direct or indirect, inconſiſtent 
with the Engagements he took after bis At- 
= trainder, whilft be continued in them. Now, 
= this Affirmation, inſtead of being diſproved, 


is evaded. I 7s foreign to me, ſays the Ne- 
marker —l1s it ſo?——Have not all his /cr;6b- 


bling Aſſociates charged this Gentleman over 
and over for being treacherous to the Pre- 


tender; for being engaged with him; and at 


the ſame Time a Spy and a Partiſan, ſuch 
is the Language they uſe, of the late King? 
Is not the flat Contradiction given to this 
Lye a Part of the Challenge made by the 
Craftſman ? Hath not this Libeller accepted 
the Challenge? Hath he not call'd it a weak, 
a fooliſh and a flaviſh Defence? May he 
evade it after all his boaſting? Is he not 


bound to make it good in every Part, or to 
own the Charge of Calumny, which I make 
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ah hin, en the whole /eribbling. Crew, and 
0n.thoſe, who pay them? What he, or they 
will. own, I neither know nor. care.” What 
the Publick will determine is evident. 
On a third Head of Accuſation againſt this 
Gentleman, the Craft/man affirm'd, that 
fince he was out the. Engagements laſtmen- 
tion d, he hath had no Commerce, either di- 
rect or indirect, in favour of that Cauſe. 
Now, upon this Head, though the Accuſa- 
tion be not given up in Terms, yet is it as 
little maintain d, or ſuppogted by Proof as 
the laſt. The Libeller, indeed, calls the 
Gentleman a Leviathan of Treaſon; diſplays 
the terrible Dangers, which would have at- 
tended the reinſtating him; preſumes to call 
it a Libel on the late King's Memory to jay 
that be bad ſuch Intentions ;/ and yet dares 
not deny that his Majeſty ſigniſied his having 
fuch Intentions. In ſhort, with much Bom- 
baſt, he. makes the Panegyrick of his Pa- 
tron, for defeating theſe Intentions. I ſhall 
not condeſcend to make one. ſingle, Remark 
on this Rapſody of Scurrility and Adulation. 
Such Poyſon carries its Antidote along with 
it into the World; and no Man will be at a 
loſs. to judge whether publick or private 
Metives determined the Servant, in this 
Caſe, to defeat the Intentions of the Maſter. 
Which ever they were, he, who can believe 
that the Gentleman ſo often mention'd has 
upon him any of that Obligation, which the 
_ Crafiſman diſclaims for him, deſerves to 2 
r . 


ma. 
pity'd; and he, who can bring himſelf up 
to affirm it, deſerves to be deſpiſed. But 
before I leave this Article, it may not be 
improper, nor unſeaſonable to enquire, by 
what Criterion good Subjects to his Majeſty 
and Faithful Friends to the preſent Eſtabliſb- 
ment are to be diſtinguiſh'd and known- 
Are all thoſe to be reputed ſuch, who aſ- 
ſumed the greateſt Zeal for the proteſtant 
Succeſſion formerly ?—— This cannot be; 
for many of the Tories have this Title; 
and all, who ever wore that Name, are pro- 
ſcribed by the Sytem we have advanced. 
Are all theſe to be reputed ſuch, who were 
alike zealous for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and who have beſides made conſtant Pro- 
feſſion of the Principles of VYbiggiſm 
This cannot be neither; ſince many ſuch as 
theſe - are daily ſtigmatized with the re- 
proachful Names of Malecontents and Incen- 
diaries; and ſince Endeavours are uſed, by 
falſe Deductions and by arbitrary Interpreta- 
tions, to prove them Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, and in Effect arrant Traitors. 
What is his Criterion then? I am able to 
diſcover but one, and it is this; being for, 
or being againſt the noble Pair of Brothers, 
= the /wo honourable Patrons of the Remarker. 
Without the Merit of approving their Con- 
duct, no Man is to be reputed a faithful 
Subject, or a Friend to his Country. With 
this Merit, and with that of a blind Sub- 
miſſion, even they, who have been the moſt 
| | B b obnox ius 
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obnoxious, may be received; and they, who 
have been calld Enemies to the Government, 
as loudly as any others, may be inroll' 
among its Friends. This Practice of en- 
deavouring to conſine the Intereſt of the 
Government to as narrow a Bottom as that 
of . Miniſters, has been of late moſt au- 
daciouſly purſued. It has been faid in di- 
rect Terms that if his late Majeſty had 
put the Adminiſtration into any other Hand,, 
be would have been unjuſt to thoſe brave 
Men, who had done and ſuffer d much to 
ſerve bim; and that he would not have de. 
ferved to wear the Crown, if he had mt 
employ'd the Men, whom he did employ — 
Here, again; there might be room for ſome 
particular Reflections, if I was diſpoſed to 
make them. But I avoid this invidious Part 
as much as my Subject will allow me to do; 
and ſhall therefore content my ſelf with de- 
firing theſe bold Writers, their Tnſpefors 
and Patrons, to conſider what the neceſſary 
Conſequenees of ſuch Poſitions are. If they 
dare to aſſert that his late Majeſty would 
have been unjuſt; that he would not hav 
deſerved to wear the Crown, if he had nt 
_ employ d the Men he did employ ; what might 
they not aſſert if his preſent Majeſty ſh uld, 
at any Time; think fit, in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to his People, to remove ſome 
of thoſe: very Men, whom his royal F _ 
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did employ? The Aſſertion is not even ex- 
tended to Party. It would have been ſtill 
indecent if it had. But it is confined to a 
certain Number of particular Men ; as if the 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the pre- 
ſent Royal Family had not been directed, as 
it moſt certainly was, to the national Ad- 
vantage, but had been intended, as to be 
ſure it was not, for the Advantage of par- 
ticular Men, and to perpetuate the Admi- 


niſtration in a private Family, This is ſuch 


Language, as I believe was never held be- 
fore, and as no Man would preſume to hold 
now, if the Encouragement to it did not 


| proceed from choſe, by whom it ſhould be 
diſcountenanced and puniſh d. bn of 


There is another Fact, which I muſt not 
omit to take Notice of in this Place; be- 
cauſe though it is not one of thoſe, on 


Which the Craft/man made his Challenge, 


yet it hath been poſitively afferted by him, 
and half of it at leaſt as poſitively deny'd by 
KL ae ae y's 

The Craftſman ſaid that the Mercy of the 
late King was extended to the Gentleman, we 
ſpeak of, unas#d and uncarn d. That it was 


| | wnearn'd the Remarker thinks probablez and 
in thinking fo he gives the Lye'to all his 


Fellow=$Scribblers, who have fo often af- 
firm'd the contrary. That it was wnas#d, 
he ſays, is a downright Falſhood. He'hath 


W the Tournal-Book of the Houſe of Commons 


before him; and there he finds that tbe 
: Bb 2 Houſe 


| „ ; 
Houſe war . by his Tate Majeſty" 
Command, in April 1725, that this Gentle- 
man had, about ſeven Years before, made bis 
bumble Application and Submiſſion, Sc. which 
his. Majeſty. ſo far accepted as to give Encou- 
ragement to hope for ſome future Mark of his 
Majeſty's Favour and Goodneſs. In this 
he exults ; but here again the Efrontery 
and Fa good, which he charges on others, 
will recoil on himſelf. Who drew this mi- 
niſterial Meſſage 1 know not ; nor how far 
the Style of it may be neceflary, according 
to the Forms uſual on ſuch Occaſions ; but 
the Remarker might have known, if he had 
conſulted even his Patrons, that his Maje- 
ſty's Mercy had been extended to this Gentle- 
man two Years before the-/even there men- 
tion d; and that this Mercy did not conſiſt 
in Encourdgement to hope for ſome future 
Mark of his Majeſty's Favour and Goodneſs 
but in a gracious. and abſolute Promiſe of 
his Favour in the full Extent; which the 
Circumſtances of that Gentleman required. | 
may be the more bold in affirming this Fact, 
| becauſe the noble Lord, who deliver the 
Meflage I quote, is {till alive, as fome other 
| Perſons are, to whom his late Majeſty wa 
pleaſed to own that this Meſſage had been 
deliver'd by his Order, and to expreſs hi 
gtacious Intentions conformably to it — 
_ to proceed. _ 


It appears moſt undeniably that of the 
three Heads on which the Craftſman gas 


(323) 
and the Remarter accepted, the Challenge, 
the Remarker hath ſhewn himſelf unable to 
prove the firft by any true Facts, and hath 
ſcandalouſly attempted to do it by falſe ones; 
that he hath given up the ſecond; and that 
he hath not fo much as attempted to prove 
„% Tc nl - Re; 
Let us aſk now, ſhalt Men, thus plainly 
convicted of Calumny on Accuſations brought 
ſo often and charged ſo peremptorily by 
them, expect Belief, when they endeavour 
to defame in any other Caſe? Shall they, 
who are convicted of accuſing falſcly in 
Caſes, which are plain in their Nature, 
where no Proof can be wanting, and where 
no Pretence can be alleged for not produ- 
eing it, expect that the Publick ſhould con- 
demn any Man, and eſpecially a Man, who 
is under ſo many Circumſtances of Diſadvan- 
tage, peculiar to his ſingular and unexampled 
Situation, becauſe they affirm him guilty in 
Caſes, which are intricate in their Nature, 
and where Reaſons of Honour, of Prudence 
and of Decency may all concur to impoſe 
Silence? How. often have the noble Pair 
defended | themſelves, and been defended 
by athers, on this Principle ; that no Man, | 
zune charge another, unleſs he is able | Y 
and ready to prove the Charge? How often 1 
have they call'd for Proof on this Principle, 
and triumph'd that it was not immediately 
brought? Now, although this Defence may 
not be fuffigient in every Caſe, where Mat- 
thiol b 3 * 7 "ar 
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ters of preſint Tranſaction are concern d 
and where the Perſons attack d are in actual 
Poſſeſſion of the greateſt Power; yet ſurely it 
may be thought, with Reaſon, to be a uff. 
cient Defence, when Matters long ago tranſ: 


aFed, and long ago! cenſured too, are con- 
cern'd; when the Perſons, who attack, are in 


actual poſſeſnon of the greateſt Power;and the 
Perſon, who is attach 4 hath none of thoſe 
offenſive, or defenſive Wea ns at his Com- 
mand, which Power furniſhes in fo abun- 
danta Manner. 
The Remarker thinks chat no ben of 
Honour, Prudence, or Decency ought to ſhut 
the Mouth of Innocence 3 that Shame and 
Guilt alone are filent in the Day of Enquiry 
hen this Day of Enquiry is to come, 
and who is to be the Subject of it, I know 
not; but let him learn that there are many 
Caſes, wherein it is not honeſt, and many 
others may occur wherein it is not prudent, 
to ſay all that might be ſaid either in Defence 
or in Excuſe; that is, when the Defence 
or Excuſe of ourſelves muſt affect others, not 
concern'd in the Debate. In ſuch Caſes the 
moſt Innocent will rather bear the Imputa- 
tion of imaginary Crimes, by keeping Silence, 
than be guilty of a real Crime, by breaking 
it; and to carry this as far as it can be carry d, 
| Inſtances might be produced of Men, who 
have died, nadie than accuſe others, whoſe 
Blood was thirſted after more than theirs. 
Much hath been faid, and great Com- 
e N plaints 
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plaints have been made, of the Torture, as 
it is call'd in his Libel, given to another 
Gentleman s Actions. If, by this, be meant 
ranſacking into all the private and publick 
Paſſages of his Life, and wreſting every one 
into a Crime; far be it from me to approve 
in his Caſe, what I abhor i Libeller for 
doing in the Caſe of another. But is it real- 
ly ſo? Have we ſeen Accuſations of Treas 
cbery and Ingratitude towards ſeveral; wha 
are dead, and towards any, who are living; 
inſiſted upon, in the former Caſe?/ Has it 
been reproach d tq the Patrons.of the Re- 
marker, that they worm'd out of Power a 
Perſon, to whom they were nearly ally d and 
ought to have been firmly attach d by Grati- 
tude and Friendſhip? and yet is that a Sub- 
ject, which affords nothing to be faid? Are 
there no Circumſtances, which might be 
aggravated at leaſt? Are there no ſtrong Co- 
lours, which might be laid? Even I ſhould 
not be at a Loſs to do it, if I thought it 
fair to do it; if I thought it honeſt to-puſh 
any Man to a Silence, of which I might take 
a ſeeming Advantage, or to a Neceſſity of 
juſtifying or excuſing himſelf by faying 
what, ſuppoſing bim innocent, he ought not 
to ſay. Are there no Facts relating to for- 
mer Tranſactions of great Importance not 
commonly known, and yet not abſolutely 
Secrets, which remain ſtill unmention'd ? 
nn ſhort, is it not apparent that there 
are Men, Who accuſe, indeed, en the im- 

W | meaiate 


mediate Subject of Debate leuds, and pro- 
votes them — and unwillingly. mar | 
whilſt: there are others, who — 
NMNeceſſity, but accuſe meerly to'defamr. 
It would be tedious,” not difficalt, to 2 
this whole Invective; to deny with 
Truth many Things, . ate faliely af. 
firm'd; and, by giving a juſt Turn to others, 
to ſet them in a very — Light from 
that, wherein the Autbor expoſes them to 
publick View; to explain what he perplexes; 
to diſtinguiſh what he confounds. But I 
ſhall not take this Taſk upon me, for the 
Reaſons I have — and for” _— which 
I am going to give. | 
As to the Conduct, which the Perjon 
againſt whom ſuch Torrents of Ribaldry are 
pour'd forth, held towards thoſe, who were 
at the Head of Affairs, whilſt he was. in Bu- 
fineſs, I ſhall only add to what hath been 
ſaid already, what no Man of Candour will 
deny; that the Heat and Animoſity, which 
perpetual Conteſts and frequent Turns of Par- 
ty raiſe, have carry d many (perhaps, the 
Perſon, who is blamed ; perhaps, the Per- 
fons, who blame him) to do, what in any 
other Situation, or Temper of Mind, they 
would carefully avoid; in a Word, that the 
juſt Man hath been, on ſuch Occaſions, 
ſometimes unjuſt; the good-natured Man 
ll-natured ; and the friendly Man unfriend- 
ly. Few there are, I fear, who could with 
a ſafe Conſcience take up the firſt Stone upon 


ſuch 
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fuel a Frlal. Few there are, who are blames 
led. But here is the Difference. The juſt; 
the good: natured, the friendly Man returns 
to the Character, out of which he ſtarted; 
The unjuſt, the ill- natured, the untriendly 
Man perſiſts. The fi reflects with Sorrow 
on what the /aft reflects with Triumph; and 
vhilſt one wiſhes undone what the Heat of 
Party carry'd him to do, tlie other is glad of 
the Excuſe of Party, ſuch as it is, to in- 
dulge the Viciouſneſs of his own Nature, and 
to repeat unjuſt, ill- natured and © unfriendly 
Actions to the Living and even to the Dead. 
There is an Example before us, which 
may ſerve to illuſtrate what I have ſaid 
Great Advantage is taken of a Memorial ſent 
to the late Queen, by the late Earl of Oxford; 
wherein many hard Reflections are made on 
others; but the hardeſt of all on the Per ſon 
here referrd to. He is painted in the worſt 
Colours, and accuſed to the Queen of the 
greateſt Faults. Should I deſcend into the 
Particulars, 1 might ſhew that the Accuſas 
tions were groundleſs, and point out, per- 
haps, the unjuſt Cauſes of Suſpicions, which 
were taken, as well as the Motives to the 
writing that Memorial, which I wiſh had 
never been written for a Reaſon very diffe- 
rent from that, which the Remarker would 
be ready to aſſign. But I ſhall not deſcend 
into- any ſuch Particulars, nor give a double 
Advantage to the Malicious, who would be 
Juſt as well pleaſed to have any Handle given 
8 them 
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them by the Living of inveighing againſt tho 
Dead, as they are ready to ſeize, on every 
Occaſion, that which was given them, ſo 
many Years ago, by ane, who is now dead, 
of inveighing againſt the Living 
The Per/ons, who had — — to 
ſerve the late Queen, in the laſt Period of 
her Life, ave been theſe twenty Years the 
Subjects of great Clamour. If the Diffe- 
rences, whic happen'd amongſt them ſa 
ago, gave in ſome Meaſure, as I ap- 
prehend that they did, both Occaſion and 
Foree to this Clamour, it would be ſtrange 
Conduct, indeed, in thoſe of them, who 
remain alive, and in the Relations and 
Friends of: Xe 2 arm, — are . to 
, and to 


The _ will come, whom aul benticꝭ 
Hiſtory will relate the Paſſages of thoſe 
Times, without Regard to the partial Views 
of any Party, or the particular Defence of 
any — Till this Day does come, every 
one muſt decide, or ſuſpend his Judgment, 
as he ſees Reaſon to do, and they, who may 
ſuffer by theſe / Judgments, muſt bear it with 
that Temper and Reſpect, which is due 
from every private Man to publick Cen- 
fures 3 Day, even to publick Prejudices. 

But what hath all this to — with the 
Characters and Conduct of the noble Pair? 
Suppoſe the Men in Power, two Reigns ago, 
to have been Angels of Darkneſs ; — it 
ollow 
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follow that the uo honourable Patrons. of 


the Remarker are Angels of Light ? What 


then is the Meaning of ſo great a Clamour, 


affectedly raiſed on fo ſlender an Occaſion as 
the Craſtſinan of the 22d of May gave; 
wherein little was ſaid, and that little with 
much Moderation, after much Provocation? 
Why are ſo many Pens employ'd, and ſo 
great Pains taken, to divert the Attention of 
the Publick from preſent to paſt Franſactions; 
from national Confiderations to perſonal Al- 
tercations . The Reaſon is obvious; and 
no other Reaſon in Nature can be aſſign'd. 
The noble Pair have been hard puſh'd,. on 


their Management of public A fairs, both 


at home and abroad. Not only theit Errors 
have been pointed out; groſs, palpable Er- 
rors; but a long Series of Error; a whole 


Syſtem of cool, deliberate, conducted, de- 


| fended, expenſive Error hath been laid open 
to publick View. What I believe never to 
have happen'd before, hath happen'd on 


theſe Occaſions. The noble Puir have been 


admoniſh'd in Time, and ſhewn the Pre- 
 cipice,- into which, whoever led, they were 
both falling. The Conſequences of their 
Meaſures have been foretold as early as poſ- 
ſible, and even whilſt the Cauſes were 
laying. Surely this Conduct, on the Part 
of their Adverſaries, favours more of publick 
Spirit than of pri vate Reſentment ; and yet, 
when they have taken Advantage of it, they 
have ſtopt ſhort and triumph'd in their 
o | Eſcape 
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, as they did in the Caſe of the Iris 
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Recruits. Theſe very Admonitions, which 
have been modeſtly attributed to private 
Reſent ment alone; though nothing can be 
more manifeſt than this; that private Rer.. 
ent ment would have found its Account bet. 
ter in Silence; would have preferrd Accu- 
ſations to Admonitions, and would have 
waited longer to have ſtruck more home. 
Sometimes, inſtead of ſtopping ſhort, they 
have oF. on, anſwering for and being an- 
ſwer d for, till the Events have juſtify'd the 
Predictions; till the Inconyeniencies, Dif- 
advantages and Difficulties, againſt which 
the noble Pair had been warn'd in vain, 
have follow'd and increaſed: upon them; 
till even their Apolggiſts have been forced to 
allow ſome Errors, and till they themſelves . 
have confeis d their boaſted Syſtem to be 
wrong, by changing it, and by boaſting of 
the Change. Even after all this, they have 
complain d of Clamour; and they, ſtill com- 
plain, as if there had never been the leaſt 
Occafion for it given by them. How 
their neu Schemes are plann'd, and how 
they will be purſued; whether theſe 4b 
Men have fail d hitherto, becauſe they ft 
out on . miſtaken Principles Policy, or 
whether they have fail'd for want of Skill 
to conduct the righteſt, we ſhall ſoon fee. 
But theſe are not the only Circumſtances, 
which have borne, and {till bear hard apo 
7 | a % em. 
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them. In the Courſe of theſe and other 
Diſputes, it ſeems to have been plainly and 
fully proved that /uch Principles have been 
eſtabliſh'd, and ſuch Dot#rines have been 
taught by the miniſterial Writers, as tend 
manifeſtly to deſtroy the Freedom of the 
Britiſh. Government, Such are, the Depen- 
dency (I mean the corrupt | Dependency.) 
of Parliaments on the Crown ; the Neceſfity 
of ſtanding Armies, notwithſtanding the 
Danger of them to Liberty; and ſome ofher 
Points, which I need not. recapitulate. Tt 
is ſufficiently known how mach, and with 
how much Reaſon, the far greater Part of 
Mankind have been alarm'd at theſe At- 
tempts; which, if they ſucceed, myſt hurt 
not only the inferior and temporary Intereſts, 
but the greateſt and moſt permanent, political 
Intereſt, which a Briton can have at Heart ; 
that of the Conſtitution of” this Government. 

As theſe Things have been objected ſtrong- 
| ty on. one Side, fo Endeavours have been 
uſed on the other, to diſguiſe and to palliate 
them, or to evade the Conſequences drawn 
from them. But theſe, Endeavours have not 
ſucceeded. How, indeed, ſhould they ſuc- 
ceed ? As well might hoſe, who make them, 
expect to perſuade Mankind that Slavery 
and Beggary are preferable to Liberty and 
Wealth, as to make the World believe that 
theſe Bleſſings can be preſerved to Britain 
by the very Means, by which they have 
been loſt in ſo many other free Countries, 
8 Since 
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7 Since this therefore cannot be impoſed ; 
fince the Minds of Men cannot be convinced 

of ſuch Abſurdities; they muſt be diverted, 
if poſſible, from the Subje&. A new Cry 
is therefore raiſed, or an old one rather is 
revived. Diſputes, which inflamed the Minds 
of Men, whilſt the Affairs they relate to 
were tranſacting, and the Conflict of Parties 
was the moſt fierce, are rene wd at a Time, 
when they can be of no Benefit to the Pu- 
blick, and when the ſame Motives of Party 
ſubſiſt no longer. One Man, in particular, 
is made the —_— of new Invective. No- 
thing, which Malice can ſuggeſt, and ill Na- 
ture and ill Manners utter, is omitted to 
render his Per ſon odious, and to repreſent 
his Defigns as dangerous. In the fame 
Breath, we are told that this odious, this 
dangerous Man is endeavouring to come into 
Power once more. He ſtands again a Can- 
didate for Grace and Trujt. He would again 
adminifter the Publick, abandon its Allies, 
and facrifice its Honour. Nothing will ſa- 
tisfy bim but the Power, which be once abuſed 
and would again abuſe; the Truſts; which 
be once betrayd and would again betray: 
Theſe are tepreſented, with equal Modeſty 
and Fairneſs, to be his Reqnefts; and the 
Hero of the Remarker, that is the Remar- 
ters Paymaſter, who adminiſters the Pub- 
tick ſo righteouſly ; who never abandon'd 
its Ales; neither the Emperor nor France; 
who never facrificed its Honour to one, nor 

qt | | ”- 
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its Intereſt to both; who never abuſed his 
Power, nor betray d his Truſt, through Am- 
bition, through Pride, through private In- 
tereſt, -or private Pique; this Perſon is ap- 
plauded for his Oppolition to ſuch Requeſts 
for his juſt and fatal Reſentnent. 
What Fatality there may be in his Di 
cernment, I know not; but ſurely there is a 
Fatality, which attends th, who indulge 
themſelves in ſpeaking and writing, without 
any Regard to Truth. How could it happen 
elſe that the Remarker ſhould fo egregiouſly 
contradict himſelf, and deſtroy in his 4ot 
Page the whole Drift of his 349th? This 
bold and raſh Scribbler takes upon him to 
marſhal and to characterize infolently the 
Friends of the Man he rails at. If I was 
not of that Number my felf, I ſhould pro- 
bably ſay more on the Subject. This how 
ever J am under an Obligation to ſay ; that 
the Friends of this Gentleman muſt be ſuch 
to his Per/ſon. They cannot be fo to his 
Power. That he takes it as the greateſt 
Compliment, which can be made to him, 
to have a Sympathy of Nature and a Confor- 
mity. of Principles and Defigns with them 
attributed to him; that he thinks their 
Friendſhip an Honour to him; ſuch an Ho- 
nour as the warmeſt of his Enemies have 
Cauſe to envy, and do envy; ſuch an Ho- 
nour as the higheſt of his Enemies would 
be heartily proud to obtain, and have not 
* a The 
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The W now of this Gentlenian, whotn 


he. is ſometimes. faid to frag, and who arc 
ſometimes, laid to employ him as. their. Tool, 
juſt as it ſuis the prelent Purpoſe of Scandal 
to lay; theſe very Friends, it ſeems, the 
very Men, who defend him, would never 
raiſe him above bis preſet low Condition, nor 
make, him the Partner of their Succeſs. 
However they may employ him, the Remarker 
and his Patrons know bow they mean 15 
reward him. Since this is the Caſe, ſince 
they know it to be ſo; for what Reaſon, in 
the Name of Wonder, 3 is all this Buſtle made 
about ſo inſignificant a 700? Why fo 


many Endeavours to raiſe a Jealouſy, * 


give an Alarm, as if this Man was aiming 
api at Power Why ſo much Merit 


ibed to the noble Pair, for keepin him 
out of it His oon Fin would not 


raiſe bim to it. How ridiculous then is 
the Affectation of his Enemies, who value 


themſelves. on their Oppoſition to bim ? 
Let the noble Pair ſtand or fall by their 


own Merits, or Demerits. I dare anſwer to 


them and to the World, 12 better Foun- 


dations than thoſe of the emarker's laying, 


that their Continuance in Power will never 


break the Spirit of this Man, nor their Fall 


from it excite his Ambition.” His Ambition, 
whatever may have been faid or thought 
about it, hath been long fince dead. A 
Man muſt be dead bimlelf, who is utterly 


| inſenſible of all that 8 either to the 


Publick 
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Publick or to himſelf ; but he who ſeeks no? 


thing but Retreat, and that Stability of Si- 
tuation, which is eſſential to the Quiet of it, 
hath ſurely no Ambition. Now that this is 
the Caſe, and hath been long the Caſe of the 
Gentleman, concerning whom 1 ſpeak, I 


know to be true, and I affirm boldly. He 


never had the leaſt, I ſay more, he never 
would have the greateſt Obligations to any 
Country, except his own ; and yet ſo deſi- 


rous was this Man of Reſt and Quiet, that 


he was contented to enjoy them where For- 
tune had preſented them to him. A little 
Frankneſs might have kept him abroad all 
his Life, without Complaint. Much Art 
has been employ'd to confine him at home, 
and to teaze him there. If forgetting all for- 
mer Perſecations, he reſented the 14ſt, would 
he be much to blame? 

Jam not conſcious of having ſaid, in 
this Paper, a Word againſt the Truth; and 
I am ſure that I have the ſame Truth on my 
Side, when I aſſert that this Man, whom 
the Libeller repreſents to be fo turbulent, ſo 
butragious, and of ſuch pertinacious Ambi- 
tion, however he might have been willing 
formerly to have had the Obligation to the 
noble Pair of enjoying, by their Aſſiſtance, 
the full Meaſure of his late Majeſty's in- 
tended Goodneſs, would decline with Scorn, 
after all that has paſs'd, to be reinſtated in 
his former Situation, at the intolerable Ex- 
pence of having the leaſt Appearance of an 


Ce Obligation 


Obligation to them. Neither they, Nor their 
Advocates, can be half ſo ſollicitous to keep 
him out of Power, and even out of 4 Suan 


of aſpiring after Pouer, as he is determined 
2gaind. the rf, and. inciſiceent, abe: the 
$902 4 
« Taraſtaible ths ll this way. appear a 
ttle ãmpro to erjous I op 
will he hard for them to--conceive that cw 
Man, who has once taſted Power, can ever 
renoupce: it in earneſt, No wonder the) 
ſbould think in this Manner. ge, who 
find nathing incthemſelves to reſt; upon with 
gatisfaction, muſt lean on Power, on Riches, 
or Both, and on other external Objects. Nay, 
theſe, Mbo have gf the two, Viecs, Ambition 
and Avarice, the meaneft in the moſt emi. 
nent Degree and who would, be glad to quit 
their Power, and to retire with: their Gain, 
may be afraid ta quit it, becauſe they have 
abuſed it. They maꝶ he {o miſetable as to 
ſea no Security. out of oer, nor any other 
in it, except that precarious, that temporary 
decurity. which 38 the laſt and uſefal Re- 
fuge of deſperate. Men; ths | continuing the 
fame Violences to maintain, by which they 
acquired their FPouer; the keeping up of 
Diſſentions, and: the embraling of Pers; 
thoſe noble Arts, bymmhich they roſe. 
. But there are Men in, the World, pr 
know that there is ſomething in Life better 
than Power, and Riabes; — ſueh Men 
may on the low ee as it is ale f 
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heir | the Remarker, of one Man, to the high Con- 


cp ¶ dition of anotber. There are Men, who fee 
tate that Dignity may be diſgraced; and who feel 


ned. that Dz/zrace may be dignify'd. Of this 


the Number is the Gentleman, whom I have 
-  Nundertaken to defend; who poſſeſſes his Soul 
ar 2 without Hopes or Fears, and enjoys his Re- 
: treat without any Deſires beyond it. In that 
the Retreat, he is obedient to the Laws, dutiful 
ever to his Prince, and true to his Oaths. If he 
they I fails in theſe Reſpects, let him be publickly 
attack d; let publick Vengeance purſue and 


With overtake him; let the noble Pair indulge for 
laben, once their Paſſions in a ju} Cauſe. If they 


Jay, have no Complaints, of this Nature, to 
bit10n ¶ make againſt him, from whence does this 
emi- ¶ particular Animoſity proceed? Have they 
Q quit Complaints of any other Kind to make, and 
Jain of a private Nature? If they have, why is 
have the Publick troubled on this Account 5—1 
as to hope the Remarker's Maſe is now taken off ; 
other that the true Driſt of all this perſonal Rail- 
>orary ing is enough expoſed ; and that the Atten- 
E. Re · ¶ tion of Mankind will be brought back to 
g theſſ thoſe more important Subjects, which have 
h they been already ſtarted, and to thoſe, which 
up of every Day may furniſh, | | 
Fairs After what has been here ſaid, the Gentle- 
nan, in whoſe Defence J have appear'd, can 
have no Reaſon of Honour to enter by him- 
elf, er his Friends, into theſe Altercations, 
and if my Opinion can prevail, ſhould theſe 
ILibellers continue to ſcold and tocall Names, 


they 
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they ſhould be left to do it, n 
uld 


or Notice. The Anſwer now given 
ſtand as a Final Anſiwer to all they have ſaid 
and to all 28 — think 6222 70 Jay here 
| 5.2: Ol 
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